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Living Logos
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior- Jesus Christ!

 
We pray that this 30th edition of our Living Logos teaching newsletter finds you prospering in all things and in divine health just as your souls are prospering.

Just to give you a quick update on us, things have stayed relatively the same. Of course, Levi has been growing and doing lots of new things. One quality definitely worth mentioning is his level of affection… His desire to give “group hugs” to everyone in the room and to blow kisses to absolute strangers are enough to make even the hardest heart melt. Of course, being all “boy” he loves to rough house with his daddy (much to the chagrin of his mommy sometimes(). He is definitely growing, as his mom and dad are… The Lord has been leading Shannon into studies on healing. I, of course, have been absorbing teachings on the subject of the Kingdom of God, as well as learning about praise, worship, and fellowship with God through precept and example. I would liken this season of our lives to David at the brook collecting those smooth stones to use against the “Goliath of Ministry.” We have been filling the satchel of our hearts with nuggets from His Word that will be used to wreak havoc on the kingdom of darkness. There are definitely lessons we must learn in order to be fully equipped for the good work He has called us to, and we are not in a hurry to rush through this stage of foundation laying. 
As for this month’s teaching, I felt the Lord impressing me to teach on a subject that I believe the church as a whole has forgotten- The Second Coming of Jesus. The Book of Titus calls this event “The Blessed Hope” of the believer. 
Many in the church today do not see the importance of hearing messages such as this one on Jesus’ Second Coming. When they hear the subject brought up they think- “ I already know that He is coming!” However, the truth is that when you think you already know something and do not desire to hear it again, that is a good indication that it is exactly what you need to hear (1 Corinthians 8:2). You see, knowing something in your head- that is, just accumulating some facts about something- is not at all how God wants us to know the truth. He wants the truth to be alive in our hearts and active in our lives, not just resident in our brains. And the way that you know that the different subjects of His Word are abiding in you and have become revelation to you is that you will get excited about hearing messages on them. For example, you will not think- “Man, not another message on God’s love. I already know that He loves me.” No, you will get excited about it and have the attitude- “Let me get my hands on as many teachings on the subject as I can! I just can’t get enough!”

And if this attitude needs to be applied to any subject in God’s Word, it needs to be applied to the subject of Jesus’ Second Advent! The reason I say this so emphatically is because of the emphasis that this subject had in the early church. They were expectant of Him returning any day as evidenced through the content of the New Testament epistles. As a matter of fact, Paul actually had to correct the church of Thessalonica because some there had just quit caring about the natural responsibilities of life such as working because they were just sure that Jesus was returning any day. Of course, we are not to act like Jesus is coming back in regards to neglecting our responsibilities in this world, but then again, we do need to adopt the mentality that He could return any day and, from a spiritual standpoint, live each day as if it were our last on earth. We need to live everyday seeking to do God’s will and not getting entangled in the affairs of this life and in our own agenda by thinking too far ahead. And what will inspire us to live everyday in this manner is having this same revelation they had- that Jesus is coming back soon! 

So let me begin this teaching this month in the Book of Revelation. That’s right my friend- Revelation! Some of you know how I try and steer clear of the subject of prophecy. The reason why I do this is because to me prophecy has always seemed subject to interpretation and very easily misunderstood. I mean if the Scribes and Pharisees- who were infinitely more familiar with the scriptures than we ever thought of being- misinterpreted Christ’s first coming, then why do we think we know exactly what is going to transpire at His Second Coming? My thought has always been- Why do I want to spend all my time studying what is going to happen? Wouldn’t I be a better steward of my time by focusing on preparing myself for that time? 

Well, in the past, this was my attitude… But do you know what I have found out since then? In spending some time in the two major end-time prophetical books- Revelation and Daniel- I have found that what most of the teachings on prophecy today emphasize such as, the anti-Christ, the tribulation, the mark of the beast, etc. are not the weightier matters of the end times. In other words, most modern day teachings on prophecy focus on the bad news, but if you look at the whole picture in these two books you will find that the emphasis is on the good news! And that good news that is proclaimed is that the King of kings is returning and will destroy His enemies forever! 

You see, the Book of Revelation is not the revelation of the anti-Christ… It is the revelation of Jesus Christ (see Revelation 1:1)! The Holy Spirit never intended for us to use it to build all these doctrines about dispensations and so forth,. No, it is a book that was intended to bring comfort in that it reveals to us Jesus’ glorified position and His soon return to rescue us from this present evil age. The Book of Revelation is a revelation of the culmination of the gospel! As a matter of fact, the Revelation of Jesus Christ is the terminology used to describe His Second Coming in other Scriptures (see 1 Corinthians 1:7-8 & 1 Peter 1:7). Therefore, the Book we commonly call “Revelation” is prophecy of the Revelation of Jesus Christ at His Return. This is evidenced in Revelation chapter 22… 
In this chapter we do not hear a bunch of doom and gloom about the great tribulation and the anti-Christ’s reign. No, in it we hear words of life, hope, and comfort about the glory of Christ’s kingdom, how we shall rule and reign with Him, and (as I am about to talk about) the imminence of His Return. 

BEHOLD, I AM COMING QUICKLY

In this- the last chapter of the Bible itself- Jesus repeats that He is coming quickly three times! (see vs.7,12,&20) In fact, the very last admonition given to us by Jesus is- “Surely I am coming quickly.” So this must be an extremely important truth for us to understand if the Lord wraps up the Holy Scriptures by giving us this admonition. Then, to establish it’s importance further, He repeated it three times (for in the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be established). Therefore, we ought to pay close attention to these final words of Jesus by taking an in depth look at them…  
In Revelation 22 Jesus said twice “Behold I am coming quickly” (vs.7&12). The word “behold” renders, “stop, look, and listen.” It is a word used to make the hearers stop and pay attention to what is to follow. When I was in elementary school I had a physical education teacher who would use this phrase- “Stop, look, and listen”- repeatedly to get our attention. He would say this to make us quit our goofing off, calm down, and pay attention to what he was about to say. Likewise, Jesus used this word to get us to quit messing around in worldly, carnal things and to become sober and vigilant concerning the truth that was in His following statement.  

In verse 20 Jesus used the word “Surely.” You know, Jesus oftentimes, during His earthly ministry, would preface some of His statements with the words, “verily, verily.” This meant that what He was about to say was absolutely true, certain, and sure. Likewise, here in Revelation when He said “surely” He was saying the same thing- “This is absolutely true, certain, and sure.” So what is it that He wants us to heed and pay attention to and also to be certain and convinced of? It is that He is coming quickly! 

Now when we see the word “quickly” we could think something like- “Now if He said He was coming quickly a little less than 2,000 years ago was He telling the truth?” This is what the Apostle Peter was saying in 2 Peter 3:3-13 when he said that in the last days scoffers will come saying things like- “Where is the promise of His coming because things haven’t changed in so long?” Peter then points us back to understanding how God’s time operates in verse 8… He says, “…do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” So you see, God does not have the same time table as we do… In His mind, since the time Jesus was resurrected, it hasn’t even been two days yet( But one thing is for sure… that we are closer than we ever have been before and, therefore, we need to “watch” (i.e. to stay awake and alert spiritually) because He is coming quickly.    
GIRDING UP THE LOINS OF OUR MIND

Now let’s turn over to Luke chapter twelve and look at one particular verse that shows us how we can practically stay awake, alert, and watch for our Soon Coming King…

In Luke 12:35 Jesus said, “Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning.” Jesus was in the middle of a teaching on our attitude towards this earth-life when He made this statement (see verses 13-59), and this admonition is specifically regarding being prepared for our Master’s Coming. 

Let’s look at the first part of these two admonitions- “Let your waist be girded.”

This admonition reminds me of Exodus 12:11 when the Passover was being instituted with the children of Israel. Moses had told them how they were to celebrate the Passover and then in this verse he told them with what attitude they were to eat it with. He said, “And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover.” Now we understand that the Lord Jesus is our Passover and that Old Testament Scriptures such as Exodus 12 are types and shadows of our new and better covenant. So verse 11 is showing us the mentality we are to live with once we have partaken of Christ… We are to live always being ready to go! 
There are a lot to all these preparations in Exodus 12:11, but what I want to call to mind is the first admonition- “with a belt on your waist.” Let me quickly explain how significant the belt was and what the girding of the waist entailed…

Back in these Bible times, men wore long flowing robes, and when the time came for them to go on a journey, to run, or to go into battle, they would gather up their robe and tuck it under their belts. They did this because it would impede their progress or could even cause them to fall. 

So what is it then that we are girding up? Well, that leads me to another verse in the New Testament- 1 Peter 1:13. In it, Peter starts off by saying, “Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind…” According to 1 Peter 1:13 what we are girding up are the loins of our mind! In other words, we are to gather up all our “loose thinking” that we have allowed to just flow in and out of our minds. We are to gather up all of those futile thoughts and tuck them under our belt- which is the belt of truth according to Ephesians 6:14. This means we are to be totally focused and concentrating on the truth lest through carnal, worldly thinking we become dull to the truth, such as the truth of Christ’s Soon Return. This is why the Apostle Paul admonished us to set our minds on things above- not on things of the earth… He went on to say that the result of this mentality would be that when Christ appears, then we will also appear with Him in glory (see Colossians 3:2&4)!

Peter went on to give us a couple more admonitions in 1 Peter 1:13 that are worth mentioning here… Next he said to “be sober…”    

The word “sober” is another word that was often used in connection to being prepared for Christ’s Coming. It was a word used not to stress the abstinence from alcohol as it appears in our 21st Century culture, but had more to do with being mentally alert and self-controlled. In other words, it is referring to not being “under the influence” of the cares and affairs of this world, but rather being completely alert in our minds to spiritual things such as the Soon Coming King and His Kingdom. 

And, last but not least, Peter tells us in this verse to “rest our hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus.” 
We are told to “rest our hope fully”… In other words, we are told to rest all of our hope- all of our expectancy, all of our desires, and all of our dreams- completely on just one thing! And what was that one thing, again? It was on the grace that is to be brought to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As previously stated, the phrase- “the revelation of the Lord Jesus”- is the terminology that they used in the early New Testament church to describe Christ’s Second Coming. So we can see here that His Second Coming was again what was in view here. Therefore, we are told to rest our hope fully upon on the grace that will come when Christ is revealed and comes on the clouds of heaven with all the angels! Ohhh… Hallelujah! And that “grace” that is being brought is our reward! For Jesus said, “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to everyone according to his work!” (see Revelation 22:12) Praise God!!! 

So can you see the tremendous truths that that simple little admonition by Jesus- “Let you waist be girded”- contained? 

The Holy Spirit was saying through Peter- “Gird up the loins of your mind! Gather up all those carnal thoughts and set your minds completely upon the hope of Jesus’ Second Coming! Bring your minds under subjection to the truth and set your mind completely on things above and not on the things of the earth! For then will you be prepared to be glorified with Him, and then you will receive your reward which will last for all eternity!” 

A SUPPLY OF THE SPIRIT

Now let’s look at the second admonition that Jesus gave us in Luke 12:35. He said, “…and your lamps burning.” This phrase immediately reminds me of the parable of the wise and foolish virgins in Matthew 25:1-13. 

In this parable, Jesus talked of two different groups of virgins- the wise and the foolish. The foolish were the ones who possessed a lamp but did not carry enough oil with them. The wise were the ones who not only possessed a lamp, but they held an extra supply of oil in case they needed it. The lesson of this parable was that we need to be prepared and watchful because we do not know the day nor the hour in which Jesus is returning (see verse 13). 

So what did Jesus mean by us keeping our “lamps burning”? Well, how do you keep a lamp burning? By keeping it full of oil! Jesus was giving us here the same lesson that He did in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins- Be prepared and do not let yourselves run out of oil!

You see, we are the light of the world and are commanded to let our light shine before men so that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven (see Matthew 5:14-16). So if the light from our lamps (i.e. our bodies) are the good works that we generate, what does the oil represent? Well, what gives us the ability to produce good works and glorify our Father in heaven? It is not a question of what gives us this ability… It is a question of who gives us this ability! And the answer is the Holy Spirit (He is oftentimes referred to as oil in the Scripture)! You see, He is the anointing (i.e. oil) that enables us to produce fruit and burn bright for God! 

So what Jesus was saying by keeping our lamps burning was to stay in communion with the Holy Spirit and to continuously allow Him to fill us up with the grace to burn bright for God. He was saying to always be sure to receive a fresh supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ (see Philippians 1:19) so that we can effectively be the lights of the world that we are called to be and represent Him more accurately.

You see, these admonitions in Luke 12:35 are straight from the Master’s mouth concerning our being prepared for His Return. Therefore, we ought to give the more earnest heed to them so that we will not be ashamed at His Coming. 

THE PARABLE OF THE KING AND THE WIDOW

Now let me conclude this teaching by turning back to Revelation 22 and taking a look at the attitude that John described as saturating the church of the Lord Jesus Christ… 

In verse 17 he says, “And the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’…” and in verse 20 he wraps up his Revelation by saying- “Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” I hope you can hear the earnest, heartfelt desire in Christ’s bride pleading for Him to “Come!” In these words I hear a desperate bride who longs for her husband who is in a distant land to come back to her that they may be together forever. This is exactly the attitude the church should have today concerning Christ’s return. 

Let me paint this picture in a parable. I’ll call this the Parable of the King and the widow.

There once was an extremely poor widow woman who had been sold into slavery. Her situation was hopeless and death seemed to be her destiny. Then an extremely wealthy king looked from afar and spotted her. His heart was moved with compassion and he decided to do something about her poverty and bondage. So he traveled a great distance to come to her rescue. When he arrived he sold all that He had in order to redeem her from certain death and purchase her freedom. Moreover, he even took her to be his bride! She marveled at the amazing grace that he extended towards her! Not only had he delivered her from certain death, but he also offered her an abundant life in his kingdom. She had never known love like this before! Her obvious response was that she fell in love with her redeemer and fiancé. 
Then the time came for Him to return to His kingdom and He had to leave her behind. He did not want to leave her comfortless so he sent her a helper to help to take care of her while He would be away. On top of that, he sent her many letters that expressed his love for her and contained his promise that he would return again to her. Although she was left in the same environment that He found her in, she now had His help and the hope of his promise to come again one day and take her back with Him so that where he was she would be also.   

She always kept this hope before her- anticipating Him to come back to her at any moment. She would read the love letters that He left for her in order to bring herself comfort and hope, yet she along with the helper he had sent to her would groan- earnestly desiring the King to return to them. In her longing, the Bride would cry out- “O, Lord, Come!” 

You see, this beautifully explains what the heart-cry of every believer should be. Because of our love for the Lord, our hearts should be desirous to see Him. We should actually long for His return!
And I pray that this teaching has imparted an element of this hope in your hearts. Of course, faith comes by hearing something more than once. So I would encourage you to search the following Scriptures for yourself and paint the canvas of your heart with the hope of His revelation (Matthew 24:29-25:46; Luke 12:35-48, Luke 19:11-27, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11)

I would also encourage you to visit our website @ www.living-logos.org and take advantage of our materials we have made available to you. We have recent teachings I have done on there as well as a different nugget every month from the Gospels. There are also updates on us that we include every month. So take advantage of it! 
Till next month… Maranatha indeed!!!     

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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