October 22, 2006

The Living Logos  

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ our Lord! We pray all of you are experiencing His fullness and the power of His resurrection!

Praise the Lord...We have great news! Shannon is with child! Of course, this was unexpected and unplanned but it was by no means a mistake! We had left the timing for children in the Lord’s hands before we even got married so we are fully persuaded that this is God’s will for us right now. We are overjoyed about this and, by God’s grace, we are thoroughly furnished for the good work of raising, training, and providing for our child! Amen! Thank you for your prayers and agreement with us that we have the wisdom that we need to effectively raise this child in the nurturing and admonition of the Lord. With the Holy Ghost we have all the wisdom we need! 

We have some other great testimonies as well concerning our job situations! 

First of all, on September the 30th, Shannon was offered a position at Terry MacAlmon ministries as a receptionist! Many of you have been blessed by his ministry that leads believers into the presence of God through songs of praise & worship. So this is a tremendous privilege to serve this man of God! We are very excited by this open door the Lord has given us! Shannon will get the opportunity to serve in a worship time that Terry holds once a month at New Life Church’s World Prayer Center (which was incredible on October the 6th, by the way). He also pays for all his staff members to travel with him once a year. Needless to say, this is going to be a great experience for her!  

What makes this so special was that we found out we were pregnant two days after Shannon was offered the job. So we felt it was the honorable thing to do to call them back and tell them the news instead of just showing up to work and announce we were pregnant. When we did they asked Shannon to come back in to meet with them. Of course, we had fear come against us because what most employers would do in that situation is back out of their offer and, if they did that, how would Shannon get hired anywhere else? Well, Shannon went in to meet with them, and to make a long story short, Terry said that he felt like he had an “investment” in Shannon. He also said that he would do anything that he could to alleviate any financial pressure that we might have nine months down the road. Now that, my friends, is the grace and favor of God! And to demonstrate how God is not just “enough” but He is “more than enough,” they even worked it out where the health insurance will cover all the expenses involved throughout the entire pregnancy! This is so miraculous because since Shannon was pregnant before she was hired it could have been considered a pre-existing condition and, therefore, it would not be covered. Praise be to God for His net-breaking, ship-sinking, cup-overflowing blessings! It is good to be a child of God!!!

On top of all this, I was offered a job on October 13th. Without going into great detail, it was quite amazing how it worked out as well. I will be working at Pikes Peak National Bank- a community bank (Praise the Lord!)- as a part-time teller. The hours are perfect. The pay is good. And my boss is a minister of the Gospel! God is too much!

It has been so awesome to see how God has provided since we have been out here. And many of you have been vessels that He has used to provide for us. For that we just want to say, from the bottom of our hearts, “thank you for your willingness and obedience to Him!” God is faithful to supply all your needs and desires according to the power that works in and through you!    

This month I have something on my heart to share that I believe will really bless you. This month’s “Living Logos” will be a little longer than usual because of the personal news we needed to communicate but I feel in my heart that it will really help us in our future walk with God. So let’s turn to Ephesians chapter one…

In Ephesians chapter one, we have one of the longest sentences in the Bible. Verses 3-14 are actually one uninterrupted thought in the Greek language and should include nothing other than comma after comma. What makes this so incredible is how the Apostle Paul just flies through such deep doctrine without even pausing to allow us to “selah.” The reason, I believe, that he did this was because the Ephesian church that he was writing to had excelled in these topics so they did not need an explanation of them. This church actually had more of an understanding of these subjects than the church does today. Their problem, however, was that they were lacking in more of the practical areas of Christianity, so Paul wanted to deal with those issues in more detail. But what I want to do is look extensively into a couple of these verses in chapter one that we need to be grounded in today. 

Look at verse 5…The Apostle says, “having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will.” First of all, let’s look at this word “predestined.” This word has caused much confusion in the Body of Christ and has even caused denominations to be started. And although I do not claim to have a complete understanding of this subject, I believe it is not as complicated as many make it. If you look at Romans 8:29 and 1 Peter 1:2 you will see a common thread with predestination. You will find from these two Scriptures that predestination is based on God’s foreknowledge. The word “foreknowledge” comes from the Greek word “proginosko” which is where we get our English word “prognosis” from. A “prognosis” is a predetermination of the outcome of current symptoms based on their usual course. God knew our hearts before we were even created, so He was able to predetermine what we would do with the truth presented to us. You see, God knows what decisions we will make before we make them. In His vast wisdom God sees and knows all that is in our hearts and knows the end from the beginning. And through His “foreknowledge” God “predestined” us.

But notice what He specifically predestined us to. He predestined us to “adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself.” Something that is very important to understand about the doctrine of adoption is that, in Bible times, adoption was not done for the same reasons we do it today. Today we adopt orphans out of pity, sympathy, and compassion. But in those days, adoption was primarily done in order to pass on the family’s inheritance! Do you see where I am going with this? In verse 11 Paul says that “in Him we have also obtained an inheritance.” God specifically adopted all of us as His children because He needed a family large enough to distribute all the riches of His inheritance to! In other words, His inheritance is so vast that it will take millions of children to distribute all of it to! Hallelujah! And if you read on to verse 18 of this same chapter you will see that this inheritance is not out of our reach, but it is “in the saints.” God actually placed the riches of the glory of His inheritance in each one of us! We have His treasure in these earthen vessels! Glory be to God! No wonder we need a spirit of wisdom and revelation to grasp this awesome truth. 

There are so many other awesome truths that you can draw from this. One being that if God went out of His way to purchase you from the kingdom of darkness (i.e. the orphanage) then don’t you know that God is going to protect His investment? He will not let the ones that He paid such an awesome price for fail or be destroyed! He is going to do everything legally in His power to guard, shield, and keep His investment! We are kept by the power of God through faith!!!

But what blesses me so much about our adoption as sons is that God did not purchase us just because He wanted to pass on His inheritance to somebody. First and foremost, He did it because He loved us so much! The end of Ephesians 1:5 says that our adoption was done “according to the good pleasure of His will.” God went out of His way and paid an awesome price to bring us into His family simply because He wanted to! He did it because His love for us is so great! What a great loving God we serve! So we need to understand that God did not adopt us into His family out of some sense of responsibility as our Creator or just because He pitied us. No! God adopted us on purpose! What an awesome truth! I am a child of God on purpose! He actually chose me! The Amplified Bible says that He actually picked me out in verse 4! Do you know what this reveals to me? God knew what He was getting into when He picked me. It is not like when I make a big mistake that God looks over at Gabriel and says, “Uh-oh, I didn’t see that one coming.” No! God knew all the blunders we would make before He even chose us. And guess what? He chose us anyways! So if you struggle with condemnation when you fail, grab a hold of this truth! Know that God has already made provision for your failure- get back up, dust yourself off, and press on! Somebody will say, “But Trey, you don’t know what I’ve done.” Yeah, and you do not know what Jesus has done! Jesus’ blood is greater than your mistakes! Stop wallowing in your guilt, receive your forgiveness, and move on with God. One of the greatest truths God has ever revealed to me along these lines is that He is not concerned with our “yesterday.” He is only concerned with “Today.” (See 2 Corinthians 6:2 & Hebrews 3:15) We need to forget our failures which lie behind and press forward to what lies ahead (see Philippians 3:12-14). 

Understanding the truth of our adoption will totally liberate us. Religion has painted this picture of God that He is hard, condemning, legalistic, or you could just say- like us. But God is not like man! He is not impatient! He is not a condemner! His love is not based on our performance! Only religion can twist our perception of God like that. God is love! He is patient and kind! He thinks no evil! He bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things! God is love!!! He loves us totally independent from our performance! Praise God for His gracious love!  

God chose us on purpose- because it was the good pleasure of His will! And you know what His intent was? Verse 6 says, “to the praise of the glory of His grace…” The intent of our adoption, predestination, election etc. is so that we would praise Him for His “glorious grace” (NIV). You see, everything I have been teaching about these verses in Ephesians chapter one is not based on our performance. If you look back at verse 4 you can see that all of this was done “before the foundation of the world.” This was before we ever did any right or wrong…I mean it was done before mankind ever existed! Now that is 100% grace! So all that God desires of us now is that we give Him glory for all He has freely given us! So am I saying that we do not have any other responsibility than that? Of course not! God has called us now to be ministers of the same reconciliation that we have received (see 2 Corinthians 5:18). He wants us to bring others into this same adopted-life through love. All I am saying is that we should not serve God because we are trying to get Him to love us, but we should serve Him because He already loves us! When you work for the Lord from this standpoint then you will do more for Him on accident than you ever could have on purpose. Having a revelation of the grace of God is what will bring forth the ripest fruit in your life (see Titus 2:11-12 & Colossians 1:6)!                

Now notice what Ephesians 1:6 goes on to say…“by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.” The phrase “by which” in this verse is referring back to the “glory of His grace” in verse 5. The glorious grace of God is that “by which” He made us accepted in the Beloved! Again, we are not accepted by God because we perform well for Him. We are accepted by Him because Jesus performed well on our behalf! Please do not misunderstand me…I am not saying that any of these “nearly too good to be true” (i.e. Gospel) truths have occurred in our lives because of who we are in ourselves. It is all based on who we are in Christ! Notice in this verse that Paul says that we are accepted “in the Beloved.” Who is the Beloved? That is Jesus! He is the “loved One” (i.e. Beloved) of God! That is good news! Why? Because now we are in God’s Beloved Son in whom He is well pleased (see Matthew 3:17)! Do you know what that means? That means that if you are in Him then God is well pleased with you! Hallelujah!!! God is well-pleased with us and notice what else this verse says that we are in the Beloved…We are made acceptable! The words “made us accepted” come from one Greek word which is only used in one other place in Scripture- Luke 1:28. In Luke 1:28 we have the account of the angel of God appearing to Mary saying, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women.” The words “highly favored one” come from that same Greek word! So when Paul said that we are made accepted in the Beloved, He was saying that we are as highly favored as Mary was! So we can claim the rest of Luke 1:28 too- the Lord is with us and we are blessed among men! There was one place when Jesus was ministering and a woman yelled from the crowd- “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed you!” You know, there are many religious people that think that same thing about Mary but that is why I love Jesus’ response to that lady. He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.” The words “keep it” mean “to imprison it.” This is describing those who receive and then keep the Word of God in their hearts. Jesus was saying that those who have the resurrected Word of God in them are more blessed than Mary who had the Word made flesh living in her! We are highly favored in Christ and we are supremely blessed with Christ living in us! Hallelujah!

So to conclude this month’s teaching let me say that if you do not feel you have a revelation of the grace of God just pray and ask God to open up your eyes to see all that He did for you in Christ Jesus. He will show you! And if this message offended you in any way, I encourage you…do not throw it away. Pray about it and ask God to show you if you are missing it. It is a dangerous place to be to assume we have a corner on all the truth. I used to have a hard time receiving the message of God’s grace when I first started out but over time God began to reveal it to me. And thank God that He did! It has given me so much peace and stability! And having this revelation has not caused me to go live in sin either. So many people criticize this message because they say it gives people a license to sin. That is the total opposite of what it does! It gives you a license to serve! The people that hear the message of God’s grace and use it as an excuse to live in sin are not even born again because a born again child of God has a new nature that wants to please God even if there were no consequences to sin. A born again believer is not looking for a license to sin. He doesn’t want to sin anymore! He wants to be fully pleasing to God! So receive the grace of God and take up His yoke that is easy and His burden that is light! 

Till next month…The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! Maranatha!!! 

                                                                          Victoriously,

Trey & Shannon Dickerson

                                                                                            3008 Illinois Ave. Apt. C

Colorado Springs, CO 80907









livinglogos@bellsouth.net







PAGE  
1

