February 23, 2007

THE LIVING LOGOS

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We pray that this letter finds you blessed in every area of your life! 

Seeing that one of the most regularly asked questions I get from friends and family is how school has been, let me begin by giving you an update and expounding upon my usual answer of “It’s goin’ good.”

In Mid-February I concluded my second trimester (i.e. Winter Term). Let me begin with talking about our chapel service. We had some special speakers come in such as Bob Yandian, Greg Fritz, Dave Duell, etc. We usually will have praise & worship twice a week and those have been some of my favorite times in school. I just get the sense that God is so pleased with the praise & worship that is offered during those times because His presence is so sweet. Andrew Wommack teaches once a week in chapel where he teaches on the subject of financial stewardship. Then we had three hours of regular classes, which were as follows… Andrew taught on the subjects of The True Nature of God, Hardness of Heart, The Authority of the Believer, and God is not Guilty. Don Krow taught through the book of Galatians, and we began studying the book of Romans, which will run through Spring Term. Wendell Parr wrapped up our Survey of the Old Testament this term, which was my favorite class! (I just love those expository teachings) We also studied Pulling Down Strongholds (Sharon Patrick), Marriage & Family (Delron Shirley), The First Book of John (Lawson Perdue), and A Lifetime of Ministry (Karen Duncan). 

To say the least, it has been so nice to actually go to “school” to study the Word of God! During my days of secular schooling it was almost like I had a learning disability or something…I had a hard time concentrating and was totally disinterested in the subjects covered. But now that I am in school to study my passion- the Word of God- I am excelling in my grades for the first time in my life! Thanks be to God for giving me this opportunity to become rooted even deeper in His Word!  

Shannon and I would like to start this month’s teaching by saying thank you again to all of our partners who have sown so faithfully into our ministry. Your consistent support has been so helpful and appreciated. And this month I feel like God would have me to teach specifically along the lines of partnership. I have found that there are some amazing promises given to those who partner with ministries that are doing God’s work. So let’s look in the Book of Philippians and see what we can glean from God’s Word on the subject of partnership…

In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he addresses a group of believers who understood the meaning of partnership. In chapter one, Paul begins by saying how thankful and prayerful he was for them (vs.3-4). And then in verse 5, he explains why he was so excited about them… He says, “for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.” The Greek word used to translate “fellowship” is the word “koinonia” which can also be translated “partnership.” Paul was filled with joy every time he thought of their faithful partnership in the gospel that God gave him. 

Let me first say that it did not make him happy because he was being supported and having his needs met. He clarified that in Philippians 4:13 when he said, “not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account.” Notice that Paul said that biblical giving causes fruit to abound to our account. What account? I believe he is referring to our heavenly bank account! And this fruit does not just add to our account; it abounds to our account! That is awesome! That means that when we give into God’s works, our heavenly bank account is filled to overflowing! Hallelujah! If that were all there was to giving then it would make no sense for us to not be extravagant givers because laying up treasures in heaven is sowing into our eternal future! But, praise be to God, that is not all there is to it! We have promises that we will live a blessed life now- in our earth life- when we give into the kingdom of God! (I can’t get ahead of myself though() 

Let’s look back at Philippians 1:5 and notice something very important that Paul said at the end of that verse… He says, “for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.” What was the “first day” Paul was referring to? How about the first day they heard Paul’s gospel and decided to partner with his ministry!?! This is usually where many giving believers are strong… They hear a ministry that ministers to them and have on their heart to support them monthly. Then they make the decision to sow a financial gift into their ministry every month. This is usually not the problem with a lot of the giving believers out there. The problem lies 6 months, a year, or two years down the road! These believers who made a commitment to give monthly will give “from the first day” but they don’t give “from the first day until now.” In other words, they are not consistent, persistent, and faithful. This is where many Christians out there miss it! After they make the commitment they start having some financial difficulties or, quite frankly, the emotional excitement of doing what was on their heart wears off. So when circumstances like these come up they just let that commitment fly out the window and do what they feel like doing. Please understand me, I am not condemning anyone. We have all done this in one way or another. Nevertheless, faithfulness is a very important virtue that we must cultivate and develop if we are going to truly imitate our Heavenly Father. 

To give you an example from our own life… Shannon and I both partnered with two ministries before we were married, and we made the decision that we would continue to send financial support to all four of them when we were married. Then, when we moved out here to Colorado, we made the decision that our tithe to our local church and our partnership with these four different ministries were going to be our priority every month- as well as whatever else we had on our hearts to give as the opportunities arose. In other words, our giving came before our rent, utilities, car payments, etc. We resolved in our mind that if we were going to go under financially that it was going to be by seeking first the kingdom of God! It is not that we even believed that it could happen because we know you cannot out-give God. We just adopted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego’s “but if not” mentality in Daniel 3:18! You see, you have to be this committed…that even if you never see any of God’s promises manifested in your life that you will never quit or be moved! You have to do the right thing- not because of how it will benefit you- but just because it is the right thing to do! It wasn’t like we had a lot of extra money lying around either, but we understood that it is foolish to put even our own basic needs and desires above God’s works. Godly wisdom will sow toward its future and will not consume all of its seed in the present! And, glory be to God, we have not lacked ONE THING! God is faithful!  

Well, to get back to Paul’s letter to the Philippians…lets move to the end of his letter and pick up in 4:15… “Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only.” Now this verse is why those maps in the back of your Bible are so handy. Paul said that when he departed from the province of Macedonia that the Philippians were the only church to keep giving to him. What makes this so significant is when you consider how far Paul was away. He was several hundred miles away from them yet they still gave consistently into his ministry. Now in our modern society this would not be that big of a deal but back then they did not have a telephone, fed-ex, e-mail, etc. The Philippians had to make a special effort to find out where Paul was even at, much less send someone to find him and give him his offering. For these Philippians to go through that much trouble teaches me several things. Namely, it teaches me that my seemingly inconvenient times to give are nothing compared to the inconveniences they had! And it was not like they were a prosperous people either. Actually, they were living in deep poverty while they partnered with Paul’s ministry (2 Corinthians 8:2)! This gives us no excuse to not be extravagant givers and faithful partners since we live in the most prosperous nation on the planet! 

Now look down at verse 18. Paul says, “Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God.” Paul was likening their financial sacrifices to the sacrificial offerings given before the new covenant was instituted. One of my favorite examples of a well pleasing offering and an unacceptable offering is in the story of Cain and Abel. We all know the story of how God respected Abel’s offering and did not respect Cain’s offering and much debate has been to why. Well, I believe that Hebrews 11:4 tells us why… It was because Abel gave in faith! Genesis 4:4 says that Abel gave the firstborn of his flock (i.e. the first and, therefore, the best) and of their fat (i.e. their richest parts). But Genesis 4:3 says that Cain “in the process of time” gave of the fruit of the ground. The phrase “in the process of time” literally means “at the end of days.” I believe the problem with Cain’s sacrifice was that it was not a sacrifice at all! He came to sacrifice to God when it was convenient for him. I believe he offered to God what he had left over and what he could spare, unlike Abel who gave the first and the best. Abel gave sacrificially and honorably, while Cain gave conveniently and dishonorably. This was the difference. And notice in the following verse what our “sweet-smelling, acceptable, and well-pleasing” offerings cause God to do…

Philippians 4:19, a very familiar passage of Scripture says, “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Now, let me first say, this verse is not a promise to you just because you are a Christian (like so many use it)! This verse is only a promise to those who sow faithfully into God’s works like the Philippians did! Let me explain… You cannot take a verse out of the context that it was written in. Notice the one little conjunction that Paul uses to begin verse 19- “And”! You don’t begin a sentence with a conjunction without intending for the previous thoughts to be considered first. So what Paul was basically saying was- “Since you have given so graciously and faithfully into my ministry and God is so well pleased with your offerings, all your needs will be supplied according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus!” So Philippians 4:19 is a conditional promise intended for those who seek first the kingdom of God by partnering with God ordained ministries!  

Let’s look further at this verse… Notice Paul said “And my God…” Why did he say “my God”? Was He not also the God of the Philippians? Of course He was! Paul was just speaking to them out of his own experiences with God. A good paraphrase of this would be- “And my God- the God that I know to be so faithful- the God that has always supplied all my need…” You see, Paul knew his God! He had already experienced His goodness and had fed on His faithfulness! In 2 Timothy 1:12 Paul said, “…for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded…” You see, when you get to really know- intimately and experientially- the One who is the object of your faith, you too will become persuaded that He will do what He said He would do. 
Then Paul goes on to say that the God that he had found to be faithful and true “shall supply all your need.” On the surface this phrase may seem to say that God will just provide your basic necessities but that is not all it is saying. The Greek word for “supply” in this verse is the word “pleroo.” This word means “to make full.” This doesn’t sound to me like God will just give us the bare minimum to meet our everyday needs! This says to me that God will take our cup that is empty and fill it up to the brim so that we do not have any more room for His provision! Hallelujah! 

Then Paul goes on to say how God will fulfill our every need… He supplies them “according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” This is such an awesome truth! Notice that He does not supply our needs out of His resources! He supplies our need according to His resources! You might be thinking- “What is the difference?” Let me illustrate… Suppose a millionaire tells you he is going to help you pay for your car. Well, if he gives to you out of his resources then that would mean that he could give you as little as $1. But if he says he is going to give to you according to his resources, then that means he is going to supply you with a whole lot more than $1! If he gives to you “according to” his resources then we are talking about probably making all of your remaining car payments because of how rich he is! 

The best way to explain this is in the story of the widow’s two mites. Jesus sat by the treasury to watch the people give their offerings and He made the comment to His disciples that the widow who gave two mites gave more than all the rest who gave that day. Then He explained… He said it was because they all gave “out of” their abundance but she out of her poverty gave all that she had. You see, they gave “out of” their abundance, but she gave “according to” her resources. In other words, they gave a small percentage of what they had, but she gave all that she possessed. And the awesome truth of this is… God does not command nor commend anything that He does not already do! So when this widow gave all of her riches, we can also see God giving us all of His riches in glory! Hallelujah!!! This is what is wrapped up in those two seemingly insignificant words “according to!” 

And we are not talking about just a millionaire here! We are talking about the God who created the heavens and the earth… The God who owns the cattle on a thousand hills and all the gold, silver, and precious stones of the earth! God owns all the riches of this earth and to say He is extremely wealthy would be a major understatement! So when Paul says that He will fill our cup up “according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus” he is not talking about God giving us just enough… He is talking about God giving us more than enough!!! This is God’s nature! When He filled Peter’s net with fish He gave him so much so that his boat began to sink! When Jesus multiplied the loaves and the fishes, they ate until they were full and even had twelve baskets left over! And the list could go on and on. The Scriptures prove to us that we serve a net breaking, ship sinking, cup-overflowing God! So when we are promised in the Word of God that when we give faithfully and sacrificially into the Kingdom of God that He will supply our every need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus, know that we are not talking about just enough- We are talking about having more than enough! I don’t know about you but this just stirs me up even more to be an extravagant giver! There is so much truth to that Christian cliché that you cannot out-give God! It is absolutely impossible when you give in faith and love! 

So to wrap up this month’s teaching lets look at the practical side of partnership by answering the common question of-  “How do I know where to partner?” Let me give you three quick points to help determine where to sow… 

The first good rule of thumb is to give where you are fed! The Bible is very clear that we are to sow our material things into those who sow into us spiritual things (see 1 Corinthians 9:11 & Galatians 6:6). Allow me to illustrate… Would it make any sense for me to go to McDonald’s and order a hamburger and then go across the street to Burger King to pay for it? Of course not! Likewise, spiritually speaking, why would we sow into a ministry that is not feeding us and neglect the ones that are feeding us? If we would just sow into the ministries that were actually feeding the Body of Christ then they would flourish while the ineffective ministries would diminish. 

So ask yourself the question- “Who is feeding me?” If you are consistently being fed through a specific ministry then that is good ground for you to sow into on a consistent basis.  

Of course, this is not all there is to it. We need to give where we are fed but we also need to give into the ministries that are feeding others- such as missions and those who are ministering to the poor, the lost, etc. So another indicator that a ministry is good ground to sow into is by looking at their fruit. Are they getting people saved? Are they ministering to the poor and hungry? Are they getting people healed? I think one of the best examples of a fruitful ministry is Reinhard Bonnke. This evangelist holds crusades around the world and sees incredible results. I believe they reported that in one crusade in Africa that he led 1.1 million people to the Lord in one service! Wow! Now that is some fruit!

The third and final nugget I would like to share about knowing where to give is to just simply give as you purpose in your heart. There are some ministries out there who might not be winning a million souls to Christ and are not personally ministering to you but for some reason you just have it on your heart to give to them. We are told to give as we purpose in our heart under the New Covenant (see 2 Corinthians 8:9). That means that since we have the Holy Spirit living on the inside of us and we have God’s nature in our hearts, we are enabled to give as we purpose in our hearts. You see, since we are God’s children we need to start acting like it! We need to start taking some initiative and not try to over spiritualize everything. What I mean is, so many Christians will just have an inkling on the inside to give but then they will try and get God to confirm it by asking Him the proverbial question- “God, was that you?” Let me assure you, in more cases than not, the devil is not going to tell you to give(. Now I do believe that we should listen to God in regard to our giving, but I just think we need more “red light Christians” than “green light Christians.” What do I mean? I mean we need to give when it is on our heart to give unless God checks us. We should sit on go and look for the red light instead of sit on our wallet and expect a green light! Let me give you an example… When a child is young you have to tell them to say thank you or I love you, but when they get older it blesses you when you see them take the initiative to say those things from their heart without you having to tell them to. I believe this is how God is…When we are young spiritually He tells us when to give and how much to give, but it blesses Him when we mature and begin to give, not because He told us to, but because we want to! You’ll hear someone get up and testify of how God had been dealing with them to give for some time and they finally gave in and gave sacrificially because God told them to. You know, that is a sorry testimony! We should not have to have God twist our arm to give. We should always stand ready and willing to give! 

As I read through the Old Testament, I read how there were instances such as with the furnishing of the Tabernacle and the Temple, where the people willingly offered their substance to the work of God. In one instance Moses had to tell the people to stop giving because it was far more than they needed! Wow! And these were people who were not filled with the Spirit of God! How much more should we, who have partaken of God’s nature, have to have God tell us to stop giving!?! Under our new and better Covenant, we should be giving more than they did under the Old Covenant. And when our heart is right and we are full of the Spirit of God we will begin to be radical givers like our Heavenly Father is! 

So to recap our three nuggets that show us where to give… We give where we are fed. We give where there is fruit. And, last but not least, we give where we purpose in our heart to give. 

This is a much wider subject than what I have time to deal with in this letter. But, my two-fold purpose in writing on this subject was to encourage you to purpose in your heart to sow greater in 2007 than you ever have before, and also to build faith on the inside of you to receive your harvest so that you can have more to give into God’s kingdom. Verily, verily I say unto you- Honoring the Lord with your possessions is one of the greatest decisions you can ever make in this lifetime. Being a radical giver has not only the promise of the life that now is but also of that which is to come! I guarantee that when you put God first in your finances you will experience more of God’s joy and God’s provision than you ever have before! This can be said best in the words of our Lord Jesus Christ- It is more blessed to give than to receive. Selah! 
     Victoriously,

Trey & Shannon Dickerson

                                                                                                3008 Illinois Ave. Apt. C

Colorado Springs, CO 80907

livinglogos@bellsouth.net

Well, where do I go from here? I have basically used up more than half of my letter teaching on the subject of partnership so lets continue with the subject of finances…

The subject of giving has just been on my heart so greatly since we moved to Colorado. The reason is because when Shannon and I first moved to Colorado this past August, the Lord immediately had me begin to study the subject of giving. So for the first month and a half out here I begin to study the subject thoroughly. I studied the giving of the tithe. I studied the giving of offerings. I studied giving to the poor (i.e. alms). And, last but not least, I studied the giving of first-fruits. I delved into the Word of God to find out what God was looking for in these four different kinds of giving. What I became established in was the motivations that God desires in us. I have often heard ministers use the book of Malachi to teach that you are robbing God if you do not tithe but I think that that is the wrong approach under our New Covenant. First of all, He does not say that you are robbing Him if you do not tithe. He was saying that you are robbing Him if you do not tithe and give offerings! The offerings proscribed during the time that Malachi was written was about 33% of their annual income! So if we are going to believe that what God said through Malachi is applicable to us then we have to believe the whole thing! If we are not giving over 33% of our income to the Lord then we are robbing God and, therefore, are under a curse! But the good news is we are not under the curse any longer! Jesus redeemed us from the curse of the law (Galatians 3:??)! Someone will say, “But tithing was established before the law!” That’s right! Tithing was started by Abraham before God ever gave the law but there is no record that God told him to tithe, nor is there any record that Abraham would have been under a curse if he wouldn’t have tithed. So am I saying that we should not tithe and give offerings since we are not under a curse from God if we don’t? Absolutely not! All I am saying is that our motivation needs to change. We do not need to give our tithes and offerings motivated by fear of robbing God or fear of a curse coming upon us! We need to give to God out of our appreciation for all that He has given us! You see, being motivated by fear is an Old Covenant law-mentality and God does not want His children to be driven by fear anymore! He wants us to be driven by love! He wants us to give tithes and offerings because we want to- not because we fear of being punished if we don’t! 

I believe the best way of understanding the difference between the Old and New Covenants is by understanding the difference between a little child and a mature, older child. When raising a young child, reasoning with them is not the best policy (as opposed to many secular opinions). You have to tell them that they will get a spanking if they do such and such. For example, when teaching a young child to look both ways before they cross the street, you have to threaten them. Why? Because you cannot reason with a young and immature child about being hit by a car and such. This is how God had to deal with Israel under the Old Covenant. They were, in essence, spiritually immature because they were not born again and they did not have the Spirit of God in them. So God had to deal with them like so… “If you do not do such and such then I will punish you.” This was not God’s best way of dealing with His covenant people but it was necessary. Why? Because this is how the immature have to be taught… They will only respond to repercussions. God does not delight in punishing His kids just as any normal parent doesn’t like spanking their children. But He does it because He knows it is best for them. But now that we have been regenerated and have been made His sons and daughters we are, in essence, spiritually grown up. We are no longer little kids under a tutor (i.e. the law). We are now spiritually mature and are able to be reasoned with. You see, this is why they had no revelation of Satan during the times of the Old Testament. They were not spiritual enough to understand spiritual warfare. God just had to tell them, “If you do this then I’ll have to spank you.” But when Jesus came in the flesh and rose from the dead and we (who received Him) received a new spiritual nature, God could reason with us about the real source of death and destruction- the kingdom of darkness. This is why God does not “spank” us like He had to spank those under the Old Covenant. He now can reason with us because he who is spiritual can understand spiritual things (see 1 Corinthians ????). Just think about how ridiculous it would be if a father still spanked his 18 year-old child. That would be a little weird, you think? This is why God deals differently with us than He did in the Old Covenant. 

So, in regards to giving, God does not want us to act like children and give because we feel like we have to or because of the repercussions. He wants us to give because we understand that it is the right thing to do. He wants us to give because we love to do it. This is what God desires for our giving to be motivated by! 

Giving out of fear is not the primary problem with most of my readers however. There are other wrong motivations that I believe cripple our giving’s complete effectiveness. As we have gained the understanding in the Body of Christ about sowing and reaping, I believe that many believers have given, not out of love, but rather to receive a harvest. This too is an incorrect motive that must be dealt with if we want our giving to fully please God. Yes, it is true that when you give you shall receive a pressed down and shaken together harvest but if that is all there is to sowing and reaping then we would all be millionaires by now! Just think about how much you gave in 2006 alone and multiply that by a hundred… with many of us, if we received that harvest alone we would have anywhere from $500,000 to $1,000,000. But, you see, that is not all there is to receiving your full harvest. I believe our impure motives are what limit us from receiving all that our seed is capable of producing.     
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