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THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
Greetings in the name of our Righteousness, Sanctification, and Redemption- Jesus Christ, our Savior! 
Our prayer is that every one of you is walking in the whole armor of God and is using it to wreak havoc on the kingdom of darkness! 
I want to first of all thank all of you who are partners with our ministry and have helped support us in other ways. We are so thankful, not only for the grace that you have shown us, but also for the faith that you have expressed in us! We genuinely appreciate both your monetary support and your prayers! Thanks again! 

Recently, in the Bible Study that I help facilitate on Tuesday evenings, we have been studying the subject of the armor of God. It has been a great series- one that I have always enjoyed teaching. 
Well, as we have covered several parts of our armory so far, there is one in particular that I felt impressed to share with you over the next couple of months- the breastplate of righteousness. You see, although every piece of the armor of God is important, I have seen and experienced just how important having an understanding of our breastplate is to the heart of the believer. So let’s get right into it…
In Ephesians 6:14b, the Apostle Paul says, “having put on the breastplate of righteousness.” 
Now it is important to note that Paul said that the breastplate of righteousness must be put on. By using the past tense verbiage, “having put on”, the apostle was indicating that the breastplate (along with the belt and shoes) is to be constantly worn whether we are in the thick of a battle or not. But there still is the spiritual act of “putting on” the whole armor of God that we need to understand. 
So how do you put on the different parts of the armor of God? Well, let’s specifically look at the breastplate that we are talking about this month… 
You “put on” the breastplate of righteousness through a living and active faith in God’s Word regarding our righteousness. Allow me to be more specific… We put on our breastplate by setting our minds on the truths concerning righteousness and focusing on applying those truths to our everyday lives. By embracing this mindset, we put on our spiritual breastplate and, thereby, nullify Satan’s attempts at attacking our vital spiritual organs. 
You see, the purpose of a breastplate is to guard the major organs of the soldier. And there is no doubt that at the top of the list of these organs is the heart. So we can see that our breastplate of righteousness is evidently what guards our (spiritual) heart from being wounded by the enemy. But we will get into this a little later…        
FROM GLORY TO GLORY
Let’s now turn our attention to the specific piece of weaponry that Paul used to illustrate our righteousness- the breastplate. It is important to understand one very practical fact about not only the breastplate but all of the armor that Paul describes in Ephesians chapter 6… 
We need to understand that the great Apostle of faith wrote his God-inspired letters throughout his many imprisonments, and in some of these situations he was either guarded by or chained to a Roman soldier. So one would have to believe that by him being constantly surrounded with this image of a fully-armed soldier Paul was given this revelation of our spiritual armor that we see in this passage of Scripture. I can just see him one day looking over at one of these soldiers who was guarding him when the Holy Spirit dropped this revelation of the armor of God into his heart. 
So why is it important to understand this? It is because by understanding the particular armor that the Roman soldier possessed, we can see a more detailed description of each piece of our spiritual armor. This is especially true with the Roman soldier’s breastplate…
You see, the breastplate of the Roman soldier was one of the most beautiful pieces of armor that they possessed. The reason being was that it was extremely shiny to where it glistened in the sun. It was composed of two sheets of metal that extended to the thigh area- one for the front and one for the back of the soldier. These two sheets were joined together by solid brass rings on the shoulder area. Oftentimes, their breastplate was made up of little individual pieces of metal that looked like little scales. This is what helped give the soldier flexibility while still guarding him from the weapons of his enemies.   

It was said that the more a Roman soldier moved around while wearing his breastplate that it became shinier than it was before. You see, when two pieces of metal rub against each other for a period of time they begin to add luster to each other. Likewise, when these small scale-like pieces of brass would rub against each other, they became shinier and glistened more than they did before. So just as a Roman soldier’s breastplate was enhanced by walking in it, likewise, our revelation of righteousness becomes enhanced the more we walk in the truth of it. It was because of this that the breastplate was not only used defensively; sometimes it was used offensively. Let me explain… 

As the soldier’s breastplate shined more and more, they were enabled to incorporate a different, yet very effective, strategy against their enemies. They would approach the enemy with the sun pointed in their own direction! This was an unusual strategy because it was usually considered an advantage to have the sun behind you because of the advantage you had visually. The reason the Roman soldier would strategically head in the direction of the sun was because as the sun shined upon their breastplate, it would cause a blinding glare to their enemies. Have you ever glanced at something that reflected the sun into your eyes and caused a blinding glare to you? It was as if you had just looked into the sun itself, wasn’t it? That is exactly what happened to their enemies as the Roman soldiers marched towards them. To their enemies, it appeared as if the sun itself was approaching them. And this is what gave the Romans the upper hand in their face to face confrontations with the enemy. 

Likewise, as we walk in our breastplate of righteousness, look unto the “Son” of God- our Lord Jesus, and march towards the kingdom of darkness, the “Son’s” glory will reflect off of us to where the enemy thinks the Son of God Himself is approaching him! Hallelujah! When this occurs, we reflect the glory of Christ to the devil! The key is walking in the reality of our righteousness and looking unto God’s only begotten Son- the Lord Jesus! When we get in Jesus’ glory and let it reflect off of the glory He has given us through righteousness, then the enemy cannot tell the difference between us and God! In fact, this is the point of the whole armor of God… It is the spiritual equipment of God Himself and when we put it on, we are hidden and the battle belongs to Him! Thank you Jesus!  
So seeing that we have been given this privilege of putting on God’s breastplate of righteousness and reflecting the glory of Christ, we need to understand what this “righteousness” we have available to us really is…

WHAT IS RIGHTEOUSNESS?
The word “righteousness” can best be defined in one word- “rightness.” Righteousness is literally what is right in God’s sight and what is in agreement with His standards. 

Now just as the breastplate of the Roman soldier was made up of two parts, there are also two parts to righteousness… There is what I call the positional side of righteousness and there is the practical side of righteousness. Positional righteousness describes our state of “being right” and our position of being in agreement with God’s standards. This describes the righteousness that we received as a free gift when we made Jesus the Lord and Savior of our life. This kind of righteousness was granted through the new birth and given as a gift, completely independent of our works. Practical righteousness, however, describes our actions of “doing right” and conducting ourselves in agreement with God’s standards. This kind of righteousness is certainly not what saves us but, on the other hand, it is the fruit of a regenerated spirit that has received complete and total justification. I’ll describe this kind of righteousness in more detail next month, but let’s spend the rest of this month talking about the positional side of righteousness… 

The New Testament teaches us that when we made Jesus the Lord and Savior of our life we were immediately made the righteousness of God in Christ. There is no denying this statement because the Word of God says it time and time again; the problem lies in how many have interpreted this truth. The truth is that when the Bible says that God has made us righteous in Christ this means that we have received the very righteousness of Christ! When we were born again, through the washing and regeneration of the Holy Spirit, we received by grace what Christ earned through His finished work. 
This kind of righteousness is commonly defined as “right standing with God” which is a good, basic definition that most Christians would agree with. However, what the Body of Christ needs to understand is how or why we are in right standing with God. The answer is: He made us “right” in His sight by placing us in Christ and placing Christ in us! This identification with Christ is what causes us to stand before God the Father as holy and blameless as Jesus does this day! I know these are radical statements to some of us but allow me to go through a few Scriptures that verify these faithful sayings…
2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” You could interpret this verse to say that Jesus, who knew no sin, was made to be sin for us even though He did not deserve it, so that we, who knew no righteousness, could be made righteous even though we did not deserve it. Wow! What an awesome truth! The Father placed all of the sin of the world upon Jesus, making Him our sin, even though He never experienced sin, so that we, who all have experienced sin, could be made righteous through Christ! In other words, He identified with our sin so that we could identify with His righteousness! What a glorious act of grace! 
THE FIRST ADAM VERSUS THE LAST ADAM
Many of us are familiar with how we are all born into this world with a sin nature and are, therefore, deemed “sinners.” Well, the reason we are born with this corrupt nature is because of the sin of the first Adam. He, through his one disobedient act in the Garden of Eden, sent a curse upon all those born through his lineage to where every man and woman is born into this world a “sinner”- that is, with a sin nature. We all were just born this way- before we even chose to disobey God ourselves. So you could say that we were made “sinners” by grace- that is, by a free gift from the first Adam and completely independent of our works, right? 

Now you know where I am going with this, don’t you? Just as we were made sinners by the grace of the first Adam, likewise we were made righteous by the grace of the last Adam- the Lord Jesus! The Apostle Paul used this same example in Romans 5:12-19 of the similarities between the first Adam and the last Adam. In these Scriptures, he compared how what we inherited through Adam in the Garden was a type of what we inherited through Jesus on the Cross. When we were physically born, we inherited a sinful nature; when we were spiritually born-again, we inherited a righteous nature. It is that simple. Thank you Jesus!  
So this example of Adam should make us think on what we believe about what Jesus truly provided for us… Let me explain this by asking you a question: Do you believe that there was any righteous act or any amount of good works that you could have done to make you in right standing with God before you became a Christian? Of course you don’t! To believe otherwise would completely violate our core beliefs that we are saved solely by grace and not by any good works we have done. So let’s turn this question around then: How can we believe that any unrighteous or sinful act we commit can make us a sinner after we have been made the righteousness of God in Christ during our born again experience? 
You see, before being born again, there was no amount of good that we could have done to make us righteous in the sight of God. Likewise, after being born again, there is no amount of sin we can commit that could make us unrighteous in His sight. To not believe this nullifies the grace of God that washed away our sinfulness completely independent of our good works. 
This is why I despise the common Christian statement that says, “I am just an old sinner saved by grace.” This is completely contrary to what we are taught in the New Testament! No, you are either an old sinner who needs to be saved by grace or you are the righteousness of God in Christ that has already been saved by grace. You cannot be both! If you are saved by grace, then you are no longer a sinner. If you are still a sinner- meaning that you make a lifestyle of sinning- then you either need to get truly born again or you need to learn to walk in the Spirit as opposed to walking in the flesh. 
Now sure, all of us even after we become the Lord’s disciples are going to make mistakes and yield to the flesh from time to time, but that does not make us “sinners.” Being a “sinner” implies that sinning is a profession to a person. In other words, a “sinner” is a person who habitually practices sin as a lifestyle. 
This should not be the testimony of a follower of Christ. Our profession should be that of practicing righteousness and, as 1 John 3:7 says, “He who practices righteousness is righteous.” What this means is that if we have been made righteous through Christ, it will result in practicing righteousness in our life. Let me use the example of an apple tree…When an apple tree is alive, it will bear apples in its season. In other words, if it is truly a living apple tree, apples will manifest. For an apple tree to not ever bear any apples would cause someone to question whether it is really an apple tree or whether it is dead. Likewise, just as Jesus taught, our fruit is the indicator of what kind of tree we truly are (see Matthew 7:17-18).
But my point is that even when we are made righteous in Christ, we still are likely to fall short of the glory of God in our actions from time to time. Sure, the fruit of the Spirit should be evident in our lives, but because we live in this unredeemed body (which will receive at the Second Coming of Jesus what our spirit received when we were born again. Hallelujah!), we will have times where we yield to the flesh and miss the mark of perfection. These are the times when we must know who we are in Christ positionally- not identifying ourselves by our works, but identifying ourselves by who we are in Christ. 
FILTHY RAGS OR A BEAUTIFUL BREASTPLATE?
Somebody might be wondering, “Doesn’t the Bible say, ‘There is none righteous, no, not one’?” Sure it does, but who was this passage of Scripture referring to? In the New Testament passage of Scripture that makes this statement (Romans chapter 3), we have probably the best description of what God did for us by His grace. So let’s look at this powerful chapter…

In verses 10-18, the Apostle Paul quotes a passage from the prophet Isaiah which makes this statement that there is no one who is righteous. The important thing to note, however, is that even though this statement is made in the New Testament, it is a quote from the Old Testament. In fact, after Paul ended his quote of that Scripture from Isaiah he said, “Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law… (vs.19)” In other words, Paul said that this passage is what the law says to those who are still under the law. But since we are not under the law anymore, those verses are not talking to a New Covenant believer. The proceeding verses (i.e. the verses beginning with verse 19) are the verses that are applicable to a born again, regenerate Christian! The Apostle Paul was just using this Old Testament passage of Scripture to show that all of us, before we received Christ, had fallen short of the glory of God and were in need of a Savior.   
Then the Apostle Paul goes on to say in Romans 3:21-22: “But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference.”  

When Paul said, “But now” he meant, “as opposed to the dispensation of law (i.e. Old Testament)” and “now that we are under a new and better covenant through Christ.” Then he goes on to describe this new and better covenant by saying, “…the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed.” This means that “But now righteousness has been discovered, as opposed to the old covenant when there was none righteous in God’s sight!” And by saying that this righteousness was revealed “apart from the law” he was saying that it has been revealed “independent from the law.” In other words, observing the works of the law has nothing to do with the righteousness of faith. Righteousness has been given by grace and not earned by works. 
Then when Paul said “being witnessed by the law and the prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ” he meant the new covenant of righteousness was foreshadowed in the law and foretold by the prophets. Our dispensation was prophesied about! So this is our way of knowing that this doctrine of righteousness was not conjured up, but it was previously planned and witnessed by the Old Testament. And the way this righteousness of God is given is “through faith in Jesus Christ.” This righteousness is indeed apart from the law, but it is obtained through another law- the law of faith- which is believing in the works of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And I love the next phrase… Paul said that this righteousness is “to all”, which denotes “it is offered to all” and then he says it is “on all who believe.” The word “on” literally can be defined as “upon.” In other words, this righteousness is placed “upon” those who have faith in Jesus Christ - hence, the description of righteousness as a “robe’ and as a “breastplate” which are put on over the head. This righteousness of God is placed upon all those who believe and clothes the spirit of all those who are Christ’s. Praise the Lord! 
Then Paul says in verse 23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” This verse is relating back to verse 10 where he makes the statement that there is none righteous. He was giving the reason why this gift of righteousness is necessary and has been offered to everyone. It is because everyone has sinned and therefore fallen short of the standards of holiness required by God. So no one is righteous or can be righteous in and of themselves! No one is holy and can fulfill God’s standards of holiness in themselves! All are born sinners and can in no way fulfill God’s standards of righteousness through their works. So God had to make a way for us to receive it freely by grace and that is what He did through Jesus. 

Praise God, we are clothed in the very righteousness of Christ completely independent of our works and solely through faith. Therefore, we stand before His presence without spot and blemish! Hallelujah! 
PROTECTION FROM CONDEMNATION
So what does all of this have to do with the breastplate that protects us in spiritual warfare? It has everything to do with it because having this revelation that God has justified us freely and we stand before Him pure and holy is the key to not falling into one of the enemy’s most often used snares- Condemnation. 

You see, one of Satan’s favorite devices to use against us is condemnation. Why does he like to use condemnation so much? Is it just because he likes to make us feel guilty and ashamed? No, the guilt and shame we experience is not the end result of what he is trying to accomplish. His ultimate goal is to wound our boldness towards God! His weapon of condemnation is specifically designed at wounding our faith- our confidence to be used by God and our boldness to approach God. 
You see, the enemy is after one thing and that is our faith. If he can steal the boldness and confidence out of our faith towards God then we will live in defeat most of the time and certainly not experience the kind of victory that God intends for us to walk in. If we feel too unworthy to even approach God in prayer, much less ask Him for anything, then how can we receive all that God has for us? The enemy knows this. This is why he throws those darts of condemnation at our heart. It is a blatant attempt at wounding our confidence to pray for others, etc. Therefore, a condemned Christian is already a defeated Christian. 
This is why putting on the breastplate of righteousness is so important… Condemnation causes us to turn inward while being conscious of our right standing before God enables us to turn outward- that is, get our eyes off of what we are and what we need and set our sights on helping others. If you are secure in God’s grace, then you will spend less time focused on yourself and more time focused on others. For example, if a believer is sin-conscious, the vast majority of his or her prayer time will be dealing with the sins they have committed and less time focused on praying for others. But if we are more righteousness-conscious, we will spend less time dealing with our own shortcomings and more time ministering to God and praying for others. That, my friends, is where our focus should be- off of us and more on God and our neighbor! As some say here in the South- “That’s good stuff right there! I don’t care who you are!”(
So put on the breastplate of the Lord Jesus Christ! Embrace the righteousness that God has freely given you by grace! And begin to reign in life through a heart adorned in the full assurance of faith of who you are in Christ!   









Victoriously,




