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THE PERFECT HEART

Greetings in the name of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ!

Our sincere prayer is that this 66th edition of our Living Logos newsletter finds you experiencing the peace and joy of your salvation through Christ Jesus! 

As many of you know, a couple of weeks ago we sent out a letter stating our vision and requesting the partnership of those of you who have it on your hearts to support us. I want to take this time to thank those of you who have either given to our ministry a one-time gift based on this request or have committed to come alongside of us and help us on a regular basis fulfill our commission from Christ. We really appreciate your friendship and we trust that together we will make an impact for the kingdom of God! Thanks again for your love and support! It means a lot! (If you missed out on this letter or would like more information about how you can partner with us, please let us know and we will send you more information)
Let me tell you: God is doing great things! We are hearing wonderful testimonies of how this series of messages on our personal relationship with God is impacting the lives of our readers. One I feel led to share… This reader said, “Every month I look forward to receiving your newsletter! God always speaks to me through your teaching. Trey, I have always been a ‘doer.’ My main belief is that I have to do something to be someone. This past year God has really been speaking to me about relationship and your letter confirmed to me that our life purpose is relationship with God and that He also desires a relationship with pure motives- not to get something but to be someone. So, thank you, for putting words onto paper and sharing them because I am blessed and I am sure lots of others are too. Thank you!”  S.V.F Wisconsin
What a blessing it is to hear testimonies like this of how these teachings are impacting people’s lives! And let me reemphasize something that this specific reader has been learning: God does not want us to gain our identity from our works. We need to understand that having this works mentality is Satan’s arena! We are not someone because of what we do; we are someone because of who we know! Christianity can be best summarized as a relationship, and this relationship we are in with God is what makes us valuable and important, not our works. So please understand this… There is nothing you can do that will make you any more blessed, content, or happy than drawing near to the Lover of your soul and walking in communion with Him.  
Now this month I feel led to share with you a message that the Lord gave me several years ago concerning the importance and reward of our relationship with Him. I consider this to be one of the single greatest revelations God has ever given me and extremely helpful in understanding the favor and grace of God. So let’s get right into it! 
Let me begin by asking you a couple of questions… 
Have you ever wondered what God truly desires in you? Have you ever thought about what is well pleasing to Him? Most think that it is perfection. Those that believe this do not believe that God will ever be pleased with them unless they are perfect and faultless. Let me tell you, this common assumption is totally incorrect; for if we could be perfect, we would not have needed Jesus. No! As my friend and mentor Andrew Wommack has always said, God has not had anyone qualified working for Him yet! 

You know, as you read through the Bible and look at the lives of the patriarchs of our faith you will quickly realize that none of them were perfect either. As a matter of fact, some of them did some pretty horrendous things. If you honestly pondered this, some questions would probably arise in your heart, such as “How did God use them?” or “Why did God bless them so much?” It is so hard for our performance based mentality to comprehend how God could work so mightily in the lives of men and women who had the faults that they had. 
Of course, most believers understand that God ultimately works in and through our lives by grace, but why do some seem to experience more of God’s grace than others? In other words, when it comes to these examples we have in Scripture, what is it that these biblical characters did to tap into that grace that gave them uncommon favor? 
Let me first of all dispel one very common yet incorrect assumption… We need to understand that the kind of favor and grace that these men and women experienced did not just fall on them out of the sky through some sovereign act of God. He does not just pick and choose who He pours out His grace on. There was obviously something that these patriarchs possessed that laid hold of the blessings of God which caused them to flourish both spiritually and naturally. 
So what was it that they had that not every Christian possesses? As I have pondered this question, the Lord began to open up to me this awesome truth that I will share with you this month and we will answer these kinds of questions…

WHAT GOD RESPECTS

Let me begin by giving you an experience I once had… I remember one day several years ago when I was thanking the Lord for blessing me like He had and for calling me into the ministry. I just did not understand it! Why did He choose me? On top of that, why did it seem like I was experiencing more of His favor than those around me? I honestly did not think there was anything different or special about me. I was just in awe of how good God had been to me in comparison to the experiences of those around me. 
This question of “why?” just raced through my mind. I did not seem qualified. I knew that I had all kinds of hang-ups and sins that had not been dealt with. I knew I was so far from His standards of perfection, yet He still poured out so much of His grace in my life. Why!?! 
Well, as I was thanking Him that day for all He was doing in my life those questions that I had in my heart sparked me to say, “But Lord, I know that you are no respecter of persons…” As that came out of my mouth the Lord interjected a statement that I will never forget. He said, “I AM not a respecter of persons, but I AM a respecter of faith and diligence.” Wow! What a revolutionary truth this was to me! What God was saying is that while He is certainly not a “respecter” of persons, He is still a “rewarder” of persons. In other words, when it comes to His blessings, everyone has the same opportunities to obtain His favor and grace. God does not pick and choose who He wants to use; we are the ones who make ourselves usable! If this were not true, God would be a respecter of persons. 

It took me a few years after He spoke this to me, but eventually I saw this truth plainly laid out in Scripture…Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those that diligently seek Him.” When God spoke that truth to my heart, He in essence was reiterating Hebrews 11:6 which speaks of the honor that God gives to those who walk in faith and seek Him diligently. 
You see, this Scripture shows us how we can live a life of pleasing God and also how we can live a life of reward after reward… It is through living a life full of faith and diligence! Let me describe these two virtues in more detail… 

First of all, what we need to understand about the unmerited favor of God is that this grace is always obtained through faith. Everything from our basic salvation to any subsequent provision of God is experienced by grace through faith. And the kind of faith that receives God’s best is a genuine and alive faith- that is, a faith with corresponding actions. You see, true faith is proved right by her actions. We can say that we believe this or we believe that but what we need to understand is that it is easy to say we believe something; it is a whole other thing, however, to act like we believe something. When we have this living faith that James spoke of, our lives will be drastically different from the world around us. 
This is where the second virtue, diligence, comes in… While God loves when His children walk by faith, He really loves when His children possess a faith that is accompanied by diligence. 
A good friend of mine who resides in heaven now once told me that the Holy Spirit defined diligence for him… He said that the Lord told him that diligence can be defined as “an energetic drive to achieve by action what you believe.” You see, it is great to have faith, but when we couple together diligence with our faith, we will accomplish even greater things! And God is a rewarder of those that are diligently seeking Him by faith!

You see, when the Lord said that He was no respecter of persons that just meant He does not pick and choose individuals based on their appearance, skills, etc. It does not mean, however, that He does not look favorably upon those who love Him, those who believe Him, and those who have given Him all their heart. Those are the believers that God will show Himself strong through! 
Do you remember what God told Samuel when He sent him to Jesse’s house to anoint Israel a new king? He said, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7) 
What we should learn from this Scripture is that God does not respect the face of man! He respects the heart of man! When God was looking for the next leader of the children of Israel He did not look for the one who seemed qualified outwardly, He sought the one who was most qualified inwardly- that is, in the heart. Therefore, He anointed David- a man after His own heart- to be the next king. 
You see, David did not have it all together, but what he did have was a heart after God. And if you look at the lives of not only David but of all those who God used mightily and blessed abundantly you will see this one common trait- they had a heart after God! Although their lives were filled with imperfections it was as if God did not even see their flaws. Actually, if you just glance through the Bible without giving any real thought to what you are reading, the Bible will give you the impression that these men and women of God were perfect. But that is totally untrue! None of them were perfect! Some were liars, prostitutes, idolaters, gossipers, doubters, loudmouths, drunkards. Others were unethical, dishonorable, sinful, etc. And the list could go on and on. But, again, although they had so many imperfections they all had a heart after God and loved Him more than the things of this world. 

So what can we gather from this? We can gather that God is not looking for perfect people; He is looking for people with perfect hearts! Let me explain what I mean by a “perfect heart”…

WHAT IS A PERFECT HEART?

I want us to take a look at 2 Chronicles 16:9… This is a verse that puts it very plainly what God is looking for in us. It says, “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is perfect towards Him.” 
Here we see a picture of something that should motivate and inspire us… We see that God is scanning the earth, looking to find those that He can bless, prosper, anoint, use, etc. (i.e. show Himself strong through). He is looking for a man or a woman whom He can pour out His grace upon and use in a mighty way. Just by the fact that His eyes are scanning the earth, looking for someone that He can show Himself strong through, validates the truth that I just made about God not being a respecter of persons. He is not scanning the earth sovereignly choosing people that He can use; He is scanning the earth looking for someone who has a specific kind of heart that makes them usable!  

So what specific condition of heart did this passage of Scripture say that God would show Himself strong through? This verse says that it is those whose heart is perfect towards Him… Now, first of all, notice that this verse does not say that He is looking for people who are perfect, but it says He is looking for people whose hearts are perfect. This is extremely important to understand because there is a big difference between someone being perfect and, what this Scripture means by someone having a heart that is perfect.  
So what does it mean to have a “perfect heart?” The word used to translate “perfect” is the Hebrew word “salem.” This word describes something being “complete, entire, or full.” It applies more to the quantity of something or doing something in a full or complete manner. So, in reference to our hearts, it describes having a heart that is fully and completely seeking after God. In other words, a perfect heart is a heart that is fully, entirely, and completely consumed with the things of God to where everything else fails in comparison. This sounds a lot like someone who has genuine faith and is diligently seeking God, doesn’t it? I would say that having a “perfect heart” describes someone who is seeking God “whole-heartedly” which is just another way of saying that someone is seeking God in faith and diligence.
GIVING GOD ALL OF OUR HEART

There are countless verses through the Word of God that talk about us whole-heartedly serving God and loving Him with all of our hearts… 
In Deuteronomy 6:5, we have God giving what we find out through Jesus as being the greatest commandment… And what I want us to notice is that the very first admonition Jesus made when commenting on the greatest commandment was to love the Lord God with all of our hearts (see Matthew 22:37). 
So Jesus mentioned loving God with all of our heart before loving God with all of our souls, all of our mind, all of our strength, and even before loving our neighbor as ourselves. Why do you suppose He put loving God with all of our heart first? It is because, as we have already seen, God first looks at the heart! The condition of our heart is more important to Him than everything else. You see, God’s greatest desire and greatest purpose for us is to be whole-heartedly in love with Him. Having our hearts inclined towards Him is more important to God than serving Him with any other of our faculties which includes our mind, will, emotions, and even our works. This is a faithful saying: God’s greatest desire is to be whole-heartedly desired! 
You see, God created Adam and Eve for the primary purpose of communion with Him because He simply wanted a family that would love Him with all of their heart! And it is no different today… Each one of us are saved to, first and foremost, come into that same heart to heart relationship with our Creator! He wants us to desire that kind of relationship with Him and He is looking for the person who will love Him whole-heartedly! 
So understanding this, we can see why God shows Himself so strong in the lives of those who love Him with all their hearts… It is because they are walking in the primary purpose for their lives! They may not have it all together in their soul or their flesh, but God is well pleased with the condition of their hearts! Therefore, they are fulfilling the first principle of the greatest commandment! And I can promise you this: When you give God all of your heart, He will show up and show out in your life!        

Now I want us to take particular notice of the word “all” in Matthew 22:37… Jesus did not say that God wants us to love Him with a “portion” of our heart. He did not even say “most” of our heart. Jesus said that the Father wants “all” of our heart! 
Let me explain what this means by giving you a not so great example from my life… There was a point in my walk several years ago that the Lord corrected me for allowing part of my heart to gravitate towards something other than Him. 

You see, I am a big fan of football and there was this particular kickoff weekend a few years ago when I spent almost all day watching football games. That evening when I went for a walk, the Lord spoke the first part of Matthew 22:37 to my heart. He said, “Love Me with all of your heart.” When He spoke this to my heart, He emphasized the word “all” in reference to my heart. What the Holy Spirit successfully attempted getting across to me was- “Trey, you are not loving Me with all of your heart. You have allowed part of your heart to desire something other than me and that is a breach of my greatest commandment.” 
Now please understand me: There is nothing wrong with watching football games or doing anything else that is not necessarily of any spiritual benefit. God gives us other things richly to enjoy just as a parent gives things to their children simply because they enjoy seeing their children enjoy those things. The problem occurs when our heart draws too close to the things of this world and the things of God fail to become our priority. When something takes the place of affection in our heart is when something that is not necessarily wrong can become an idol. This is exactly what happened to Esau, the firstborn of Isaac… 
You see, Esau disesteemed the things of God and lusted after the things of the world. God had given Him the wonderful privilege of being the firstborn and, therefore, the heir of His blessing but Esau’s heart was more inclined towards the way of the Gentiles (i.e. the world) than the ways of God. His brother Jacob, on the other hand, esteemed the birthright and the blessing of God’s chosen people and He did whatever it took to gain that blessing and favor of God! And while God certainly never condones lying , Jacob had one redeeming virtue from His mischievousness… He esteemed the things of God more than anything else that the world had to offer! 
You see, God does not mind you having other things in your life; He just does not want those things having you (i.e. having part of your heart)! We need to be like Jacob in that we will do whatever it takes to gain or make time for the things of God- not for legalistic reasons- but because we love and esteem God more than anything or anyone else! We should strive to condition our hearts to be dissatisfied if we have to do anything other than seeking first God’s kingdom instead of the other way around. This is what God desires in us- a heart that is wholly devoted and desirous of Him!      

SPIRITUAL FIDELITY

But we need to understand that this whole-hearted, God-loving lifestyle is not a suggestion either! So many believers hear these things and say- “Well, it would be nice if we lived that way.” They say this thinking that this radical way of life is going above and beyond the call of duty, but the truth is that God commands us all to love Him this way! It is not a suggestion; it is a commandment! 
Do you know what God calls it when a believer just gives Him some of their heart? He calls it “playing the harlot!” (see Jeremiah 2:20-3:15, Ezekiel 16:15-41, etc.) In these passages of Scripture that refer to “playing the harlot” (as well as many others), marital unfaithfulness is the key issue! You see, when ones fails to give God all of their heart, they are in essence being unfaithful to Him. Let’s look at a passage of Scripture that verifies this…

In James 4:4 we are told, “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” 
This verse used to puzzle me because I did not understand why he called this group of Christian’s “adulterers and adulteresses” in reference to befriending the world. Then the Lord revealed to me why He referred to this body of believers that were entangled in worldliness like this… It was because when we give any part of our heart over to the things of the world, God sees it like we are being unfaithful to Him. Let me put it this way: When we give even a portion of our hearts over to anything or anyone other than Him, we are committing “spiritual adultery” and this is every bit as serious of an issue as it sounds. As a matter of fact, the words “adulterers and adulteresses” are an incorrect translation. The original manuscripts only have “adulteresses.” Why is this so important to understand? It is important because it shows that this verse is addressing only a group of females, not males and females. This makes it clear what the Holy Spirit was communicating through James… He was not speaking to believers who were committing physical adultery; He was speaking to part of the bride of Christ that was committing spiritual adultery! 
You see, we need to understand that our covenant relationship with God is likened to a marriage… We are called the bride of Christ and we have been made one spirit with our glorified Groom- the Lord Jesus Christ. So when we allow part of our hearts to desire the things of this world we are, in His eyes, committing adultery against our divine Husband- the Lord Jesus Christ! This is obviously a serious thing! 

Just think about this a little: How would you feel if your significant other said to you, “Honey, I love you and want to be married to you, but I am going to continue to have a relationship with my last girlfriend/boyfriend. How about I spend all day Sunday with you, and then the rest of the week, I will spend with them?” How do you think you would respond to this? Many of you would say something like (with the obvious indignant attitude), “Look, it is either all of me or none of me! You decide!” Well, thank God, Jesus is not like that! Amen? The Lord is faithful even when we are faithless! He will not severe our relationship with Him because we occasionally run around on Him, but does this mean we should continue breaking our vows to Him and breaking His heart? Of course not! We need to give Him every bit of devotion that we have to offer! We need to be a faithful bride to Him that loves Him whole-heartedly and is completely devoted to Him! 
The next verse in James says, “…The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealousy” (vs.5). You see, God loves us with a Godly-jealousy just as we love our significant other and would be jealous if they were being unfaithful to us. He desires to possess all of our hearts so that we can have that relationship with Him that He desires and we were created for! Jesus wants all of our hearts- not just a portion. He wants a monogamous relationship with us- that is, a whole-hearted devotion to Him and not a divided heart.  

GIVE GOD YOUR ALL!

So with all of this said, I beseech you, give God all of your heart today! If there are things in your life that you are putting ahead of your relationship with Him, crucify them! Put them on the altar! They are not worth it! Nothing in this world is worth more than giving your whole heart to God. And, believe me… He will make it up to you! The enemy will tell you that if you sacrifice something for God that you will be losing something, when the truth is that you will be gaining everything! You will be gaining a relationship with God that nothing of this world can top! 
We need to put first things first! Let’s get our relationship with God where it needs to be and begin to give Him all of our heart! Let’s love Him with all that is in us and seek first His kingdom! I guarantee you that if this becomes a living reality in your life, you will experience God’s best in your life! 

   Victoriously,

