NEW TESTAMENT WARFARE
As for this month’s teaching, I feel the Lord has laid on my heart to share with you some of the foundational truths concerning spiritual warfare. But even though I do not necessarily reject the terminology “spiritual warfare” I do not prefer to use it because it carries with it a wrong concept about our wrestle with the enemy. 

Usually when the subject of spiritual warfare is presented, there are wrong mentalities about Satan and his demons that cause many well-meaning Christians to take the wrong approach in “warring” with the kingdom of darkness. And this wrong approach has led many to be fighting a figment of their imagination- a shadow, if you will. What do I mean by this? I mean, they go into warfare like they are the ones doing the fighting and attempting to defeat the enemy when there are two truths that they are missing: One is that the fight is not even ours! The battle belongs to the Lord! So we do not need to see “spiritual warfare” as us versus the devil. The other truth is that the battle has already been won by the Lord! The enemy has already been defeated by God Himself! Therefore, we are not wrestling against the kingdom of darkness to overcome and defeat it; we are wrestling with the temptation to be deceived and quit. In other words, we are trying to get victory but we are standing against Satan’s kingdom to not let go of the victory we already have! This is a big difference, for if we do not know that we already have been given the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ then we will always be trying to get something that we already possess. Like for instance, say I have need of a new car but, according to my budget, I do not have nearly enough to go buy one. The common rational would be to go get another job and work for the money to purchase one. But what if I had an extremely wealthy relative pass away and leave me one million dollars! Well, if I do not realize that I have been left this inheritance, I will continue to work for the money that I really already have. This is where so many Christians are at… They are “working” for the inheritance that they already have been freely given, and this includes victory over the enemy! We have already been given by grace this victory in our “spiritual warfare.” So we need to approach our encounters with the devil from the standpoint that we are coming from a victory rather than we are going to a victory.     
Now does this mean that we do not have any responsibility? Absolutely not! The New Testament uses many admonitions to describe the part we have to play in this spiritual war. 

There are actually only 5 references to this terminology of “war or warfare” in the entire New Testament, and what must be realized is that the devil is not mentioned in any one of them (see 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, 1 Timothy 1:18, 2 Timothy 2:4, James 4:1, 1 Peter 2:11)! I would challenge you to look up these 5 passages and see with your own eyes how, in context, every one of these Scriptures refer to either our flesh or our mind! 

In light of this, we can clearly see that the New Testament approach to spiritual warfare has to do with conquering the flesh and controlling the mind. Yes, the devil does work through our flesh and feed things into our mind but it is up to us to rule and reign in our flesh and mind. If we can win the battle on the inside of us then the battle on the outside is no problem. This is where New Testament warfare begins!

But someone might say, “Yes Trey, but there are many other New Testament Scriptures that might not use the terminology ‘warfare’ but they obviously refer to us dealing with the devil.” You are absolutely correct! There are many Scriptures that refer to us dealing with Satan and his kingdom, but from what standpoint do these references come from? Every one of them use (or imply) the exhortation to “resist” him, to “be patient,” or to “endure” through what he throws at us. 

For example, in what is most certainly the most detailed description of spiritual warfare in the New Testament- Ephesians chapter 6- we have our role and responsibility perfectly displayed… 

What is the primary and repetitive admonition that Paul gives in the midst of his brilliant expose of our spiritual warfare and armor? He mentions 3 times in these verses to “stand” or “withstand” (vs. 11 & 13). Sure, he gives us the admonition to take up the whole armor of God, but Paul makes it clear that the purpose of our armor is to enable us to stand (vs. 11&13). You see, our armor is only meant for two purposes: there are 3 parts (i.e. the breastplate, shield, and helmet) that are meant to enable us to stand and endure, and there are 3 parts (i.e. the belt, shoes, and sword) that are meant to prepare us to move forward and take more ground for God’s kingdom. You see, as it pertains to us who are born again, we are completely victorious and have no need to “fight the devil.” All we have a responsibility to do is to go into all the world and preach the gospel and introduce others into this victory in which we stand- sharing the truth of God’s Word.  And when we do this, the enemy will withstand us and attempt to get us to back off of what God’s has commissioned us to do. This is when we must put on the whole armor of God. This is when we must stand our ground- assured of the victory we possess in Christ- and resist the temptations to quit. This is why Paul’s primary command is to just simply stand! We are not wrestling with the enemy to get victory but we are resisting him to stand on the victory we already possess! That, my friends, is New Testament spiritual warfare!    

So how did this all take place? How did we obtain such a grand and glorious victory? The answer is found in the name which is above all names- Jesus! Jesus won the battle through His death, burial, and resurrection, and everyone who is in Him gets to partake in His victory over darkness! Now the enemy is just fighting a losing cause.
DETHRONED, DESTROYED, & DISARMED
1 John 3:8 tells us one of Jesus’ purposes for coming to this world… John says, “…For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” The word “destroy” literally means to “loose” or “untie”. This means that Jesus came, and His purpose was, to set us free from sin’s control and sin’s effects over our lives. This means that sin no longer has dominion over us (Romans 6:14)! We have a new master and are no longer slaves to our former master. The devil and all his works have been dethroned! 
In Hebrews 10:14 we are told that Jesus came and lived as a man and then died in man’s sins “…that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.” The word “destroy” means “to make of non-effect, to paralyze, or to render inoperative”. One translation said that Jesus made Satan a complete “zero.” So this verse is saying that Jesus “paralyzed” the devil through His triumph at the cross. He completely took away Satan’s power over our lives. Jesus “destroyed” the devil! 
But although these last two verses clearly portray how Jesus dethroned and destroyed the devil, nothing better portrays Christ’s victory more vividly than Colossians 2:15… It says, “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.”

This verse further describes what Jesus did when He was resurrected on the third day, but I want you to notice the first two words in this awesome verse- “having disarmed.” This isn’t something Jesus is going to do. It is something He has already done. Jesus has disarmed the devil! 
The word “disarmed” describes “stripping the garments and/or armor off.” This word was used to depict the stripping of the enemy’s weaponry and artillery and leaving him without any weapons with which to respond. One scholar even noted that this word describes “stripping to the point of complete nakedness.” 
The King James Version translates this word as “spoiled” which would describe Jesus as taking the possessions of the principalities and powers.  This means that when Jesus was resurrected He totally whipped and stripped the enemy and left them with nothing. He took all of their armor away from them! 
This gives new meaning to the Old Testament promise which says- “No weapon formed against you will prosper” doesn’t it? You see, under the Old Covenant, God promised that no weapon the enemy formed against us will be successful, but under the New Covenant, the enemy has been stripped of his weapons! Hallelujah!  

SATAN’S ONLY WEAPON
So the question that needs to be answered is- If Satan has been destroyed, dethroned, and disarmed, how is he seemingly so effective at making believers ineffective? The answer to that question can be found in one word- deception. Satan is the father of lies and a master in the art of deception. He knows how to convince people- including many Christians- into believing his lies. So you could say that under our New Covenant, the only effective weapon that Satan can form against us is the illusion that he even has an effective weapon! In other words, his only effective weapon now is deception!

You see, the only way that the devil can defeat a born again believer is if he can convince us that he has an effective weapon against us. In other words, the only way he can win is if he can get us to give up thinking he has won. For example, he is like a thief who robs a bank with his finger pointed in his pocket- pretending it’s a gun. If that bank robber convinces the bank’s employees that what he is pointing at them is a real gun then he can scare them into thinking their lives are in danger and cause them to give him all the money. But, on the other hand, if they know the truth- that he does not really have a weapon and they have nothing to fear- then they will not give him a dime!  

You see, Satan is the ultimate gambler… He will bluff you with his lies until he loses everything he has! That is just the way he is! He always has the losing hand! But if he can convince you to fold your always triumphant hand, he will take all your chips (i.e. inheritance). The only way he can defeat us is if we give up and fail to hold fast to God’s Word. On the other hand, if we do things God’s way we will never ever lose! Hallelujah!
And there is 
In 2 Corinthians 2:14 the Apostle Paul said, “Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ…”  The word “triumph” here is the same word used for “triumphing” in Colossians 2:15 which describes a victory parade for a conquering army and its leader. So by saying that He is leading us in this victory parade, Paul is saying that we are the soldiers that accompany Jesus after He spoiled the principalities and powers and led them in this humiliating parade. 
MORE THAN CONQUERORS
Why is it that we are always able to be victorious & triumphant? Is it because we are so great and are void of failures? Most certainly, no! We, in and of ourselves, are always subject to failure and defeat. The reason that God has assured us that victory and triumph can always be ours is because it is not us who are doing the fighting! Let me explain…

In Romans 8:37 the Apostle Paul says, “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.” Let’s draw our attention to this phrase- “more than conquerors.” What does it mean to be “more than a conqueror?” The answer is simple, yet profound! This phrase comes from a compound of two Greek words- huper & nikeo. The word “huper” is a prefix that means to be excessive, superior, and more than. The word “nikeo”- which is where the company Nike got their name- means to be victorious or simply to win. So when you combine these two words together you get the great translation of “more than a conqueror.” 

But the question still begs to be answered- How can one be “more than a conqueror?” Let me now answer that question by giving you probably the best example of a conqueror that we have in human history- Alexander the Great. 

Many of you have heard of this popular character in history, but for those of you who might not be familiar with this man, let me give you a very brief background… Alexander of Macedone was the very young son of King ____ who, at an early age, began a campaign that has caused him to be considered by many to be the greatest example of a conqueror who has ever lived. He was known for defeating 

So in light of all of these exceedingly great and precious promises, what is our responsibility? If Jesus has already won the battle for us, what part do we play in experiencing this victory?

The answer is found in the two passages of Scripture that clearly portray God’s  

THANKS BE TO GOD
1 Corinthians 15:57 says, “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” We already have the victory in every trial and tribulation that comes our way through the works of our Lord Jesus Christ! Look at what verse 58 says, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable…” Paul was saying, “Therefore (in light of this victory Jesus gave us) be sturdy and immovable”. The devil will always turn up the pressure on us but all we are to do is stand and resist his pressure to give up. The only way the devil can defeat us is if he can make us stop standing our ground and quit. That’s why in the early church “patience” was most the most desired virtue. The word translated “patience” meant “staying under power”. In other words, it was the power to stay under Satan’s pressure without moving. The early church had an extreme amount of pressure on them to deny Jesus but they knew if they had “the queen of all virtues” (what they called “patience”) they would win one way or the other. 

Through this verse and 2 Corinthians 2:14 what do we see that our response should be in response to this victory and triumph that we have? They both start with “thanks be to God”. Our response to trials and tribulations that come our way should be… “Thanks be to God who always leads me in triumph and who always gives me victory!” Our job is to thank God for the win that He has already provided.

You see, the enemy is proficient at causing many Christians to not enter into their full inheritance, and do you know how he does this? He magnifies, in the person’s eyes, the things that are completely false and deceives the Christian to not look at the big picture. In other words, he successfully causes the child of God to focus only on the problem and to not consider the solution. For example, when we are dealing with a difficult situation at our job, we can keep ourselves from           The solution to this is simple and it is contained in both of these passages of Scripture- Thanks be to God! Thanksgiving is a major key to maintaining a proper perspective! 

Psalm 69:30 says that we magnify God with thanksgiving. This doesn’t mean that we literally make God bigger, but as with a magnifying glass, when we put our focus on all that He is and all that He’s done, we make Him bigger in our sight. And that is exactly what will keep you in victory because the devil will not be able to successfully magnify the negative things in your life. Keeping our focus on all that we have to be thankful for will keep that spirit of discontentment and discouragement under our feet where it belongs. Thanksgiving precedes victory!     
So begin to cultivate a lifestyle of thanksgiving, so that when temptations come to become discouraged or to despair come knocking at your door, you will be able to see things from a proper perspective.  
I authored a book two years ago entitled The Believer’s Battle Plan that goes more in depth of this subject. If you are in need of a “battle plan” for a circumstance in your life or know of someone else who could benefit from it, just write or call us and, for a gift of any amount, we will send it to you.  
