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PERSPECTIVE 101
Greetings in the name of our Lord, God, and King- Jesus Christ!

We pray that this 61st volume of our Living Logos teaching newsletter finds everything you’ve set your hand unto blessed and that you are abounding in the work of the Lord!

Check out the new logo of our recently incorporated ministry above! A big thank you goes out to Cindy Costa Reynolds of Costa Creative in Athens, GA for her great work on this! 

When I considered our ministry name of Living Logos Ministries, Inc- which describes the living Word of God- I envisioned this picture of the Tree of Life springing up out of the Bible. You know, the Bible repeatedly likens the Word to a seed that grows and becomes a great tree that bears much fruit. This is the single most used analogy of God’s Word. This is because the Word of God is living and powerful- containing the ability to produce life in those who hide it in the heart. And this is what we pride our ministry on… The ability, given by the Holy Spirit, to share the Word of God in a living way that it might produce life in its hearer’s. We pride ourselves on being able to make the Bible come alive to people- that it would be seen as it is in truth, the Word of God, and readily applied to their lives in a personal and practical way. 
So we are very excited about these necessary steps that we have taken to do what God has called us to do, and in what we estimate will be just a few more months, we will be a tax-exempt incorporated ministry.

Well, as promised last month, I will continue on with the details from my trip to India… Again, it was a great time and a great experience- one in which has opened up many future ministry opportunities of which I will be sharing with you in the upcoming months!     

THE ORACLES OF GOD
Now concerning what I had the opportunity to share to the students of CBC India, I think I shared everything I know during that one week.( I spoke for over 3 hours a day, not to mention the time I spent one on one with others sharing and answering questions. 

One thing that has always blessed me immensely has been how God chooses to speak through His children. I have said that, although we see a man or a woman speaking God’s Word, we need to understand that oftentimes God is really the One speaking during those times. We see flesh, but we need to be able to discern how God is the One really talking and is just using their mouth. It is truly a privilege to be called to be just one of those mouthpieces and I do not take that responsibility lightly. 

On Monday, I spoke on two of my favorite subjects- Relationship with God and The Gospel of the Kingdom. On this, my first day with the students, I was still becoming acclimated to the newness of my surroundings and getting to know everyone. After class that day one student came up to me pointing at his notepad saying, “I took over 7 pages of notes!” What hunger! 

After school, I held a Q&A type Bible study where I fielded questions and we moved in the direction we were given by the Holy Spirit. We went into some very fruitful discussions of trusting God in the area of finances and the role that praying in other tongues plays in our lives.
Tuesday was awesome! After this particular day was over, I said that if this whole trip would have been just for this day, it would have been worth it… I taught in class for 2 hours on the subject of Hope- having an eternal perspective and setting our minds on things above. It was powerful! Then, before school was out, a couple of my friends that came from great distances and I left to travel to another local Bible College that had invited me to speak. During this service, I spoke on God’s unconditional love and how He desires a relationship with us. It too was a powerful time of sharing God’s Word. 
There were times throughout Tuesday where I was speaking but my mind would be receiving from God what to say next and Him showing me things to come. It was as if I had stepped outside of my body and was standing there listening to myself speak. It was surreal! I had experienced this to a degree at other times in the past, but nothing like this time. It brought 1 Peter 4:11 to mind which says, “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God.” In other words, Peter was saying, “When you speak, let God do the talking!” You see, it is one thing to speak God’s Word and it is another thing to let God’s Word speak through you! 

Wednesday was just a continuation of what I felt was accomplished on Tuesday… In the first hour at CBC, I began a series on How to Study the Bible and Interpret the Scriptures and in the second hour I preached on having the correct perspective in the midst of our afflictions. Both class sessions were full of life! 
After school, we held another study which was awesome! We talked about everything from the relationship between faith, hope, and patience (using the analogy of the progress of pregnancy which was eye-opening!) and the difference between trusting God and believing God. This fruitful time of discussion was awesome and had a real Holy Spirit inspired flow!

On Thursday, I continued our series on How to Study the Bible where I taught on how important of a role the Holy Spirit plays in teaching us the Scriptures and I explained to them how to meditate the Word. In the second hour, I literally “preached” a message I had entitled “In this, you greatly rejoice!” It was yet another message of the power of maintaining a correct perspective and how focusing on all that God has and will do for you will produce joy unspeakable and full of glory! I was so blessed during my message that I literally ran around the classroom!( 
After school I taught again on How to Study the Bible- giving examples of how to meditate the Word by looking at hard to interpret and often misunderstood passages of Scripture. We also talked a lot about praying in the Spirit (again) and its role in understanding the mysteries of the new covenant.

As for Friday, what a grand finale! While I sat in one of the classes getting prepared to speak, the Lord changed my plan and led me to instead share on praying in other tongues. As I already mentioned, this was a recurring subject that got brought up throughout the week and it became obvious to me that it was one of the biggest truths that He desired to teach this particular batch of students. And not only did it come forth in power but it flowed perfectly with what the Lord had already led me to share in the second hour… 
During this last class at CBC India, the Lord led me to share on the work of grace in regards to the gifts of the Holy Spirit. And He also laid on my heart to pray for the students at the close of that message- laying hands on them and teaching on the gifts of the Spirit through example. It was a powerful time in the Holy Spirit where the gifts of the Spirit of prophecy, word of knowledge, word of wisdom, tongues, and interpretation of tongues were prevalent! The students were blessed, I was blessed, we all were blessed! 
After school, I again, taught from the pulpit and I shared many different practical messages… I spent the majority of that time talking about the Holy Spirit’s ability to free us from the dominion of sin. These after school Bible studies we held 4 out of the 5 days were extremely beneficial and I know truly helped answer many questions. These times are where biblical discipleship is truly accomplished.   
EPISTLES OF COMMENDATION

While I could write novels, describing to you the fruit that came as a result of these times in the Word of God, allow me to share with you what the students had to say about them…

Towards the end of my week at CBC Chennai, I received many letters from the students stating what they received during the week with expressions of thanksgiving & love, and I want to share with you portions of these letters…

Here are a couple of students sharing from their hearts what they thought about the week as a whole: “Each and every lesson that Trey preached had something that really touched my heart and mind. I believe that that is the Holy Spirit who is using Trey to bless me and all my classmates at CBC. Each teaching was one better than the other…” The other said, “Trey Dickerson has been a tremendous blessing to CBC India. The passion and enthusiasm he portrays is evidenced by all the extra Bible studies he offered to take apart from the regular Bible college class…Praise God for Trey Dickerson.”
Concerning the several messages I gave on Hope and maintaining a correct perspective, one sister wrote to me, “The message on ‘Hope’ was my favorite session. You rocked! Even as the Holy Spirit rocked in you!” Another dear brother said, “We had a view of heaven as a place of just praising God without any physical purpose and it seemed to be a boring place to me. Trey cleared our doubt by giving us a hope that eternity is a place of kingdom for God which includes our physical eternal destiny apart from enjoying the different shades and revelations of God as we praise and worship Him there. And this would make our worship in heaven more fun rather than boredom.”
Concerning a simple truth that the Lord led me to share with him individually, another brother wrote this to you who supported me on this trip: “I just stand amazed of how God brought Trey all the way from Georgia, USA to show me this truth in simplicity (i.e. how God provides our financial needs abundantly because His provision is according to His riches in glory)! I am grateful to each of you behind this mission trip, especially his wife & son. God bless y’all!” (Yes, I did get my brother saying “y’all” along with all the rest of the students during my time there.()  

One dear sister wrote to me: “Dear Trey, Thank you so much for the time you invested with us at CBC India. You have been a great inspiration and a blessing through your profound teachings. In fact, you answered most of my questions and concerns through your preaching. I truly believe you are God sent and may the good Lord richly & abundantly bless you and your family & your ministry too. We all love you at CBC India and wish you didn’t have to leave.” And I wish I didn’t have to leave them either! Although I was very ready to come home and see my family, I grew so attached to my new found spiritual family that I wept my last day with them, knowing I would likely not see many of them again (in this life).   
Although all of these letters held very meaningful compliments, one day during the week, I got what was absolutely the best compliment I will ever receive… One dear brother came to me after class where I taught on joy and rejoicing and said, “I know who you look like!” I said, “Who?” He said, “JESUS!” and went on to explain how my countenance just radiated the joy of the Lord and how he envisioned that’s how Jesus looked. Now that, my friends, blessed my heart more than any compliment I have ever received in my entire life because there is no greater aim that I have than to physically show people my Lord and Savior!    

So, in conclusion, the people were ministered to and treasures were laid up in heaven and nothing can ever take that fruit away! I will always treasure these letters of commendation and you should too- especially if you played a part in making this trip happen! You are just as much a partaker of this fruit as we are! So thank you again to all who sowed into and partnered with us in this glorious time of ministry. To God be the glory! 

PERSPECTIVE 101- SEEING IT FOR YOURSELF
Did you know that when you go on a mission’s trip like this that the people that you went to serve are not the only ones who get blessed? You get super-blessed too! Actually, I have heard many who have done similar works say that they feel like they get more out of their time there than the ones that they were ministering to. There are many reasons for this, but do you know what one of these reasons is? It is because your perspective changes! 

If there is one common thing that everyone brings back with them who has ever gone to a nation that might not have the comforts and privileges that we do here in the States, it is that our outlook on life and what is important changes drastically! When we experience how other people live and what they have in other places, you realize very quickly how good you really have it here. Sure, we might be able to see images or video of how other people live around the world, but it never seems to impact most people until they physically go there for themselves. 

I remember when I went on my first mission’s trip during my second year at Charis Bible College… When choosing our desired trip, I did not want to go to England or any other semi-comfortable location. I wanted to go to a poverty-stricken area. Why? Because I wanted to see with my own eyes and experience for myself how others have it so that I could get a revelation of how good I really have it here. In other words, I wanted a clear perspective, and, boy, did I get this revelation I was looking for! I went to Ufa, Russia and experienced something I had never experienced before! It impacted me, to the point that I was so happy to get home to our little two bedroom apartment! It didn’t seem too small and unappealing anymore! My perspective had changed, and now I saw how good I really had it. 
PERSPECTIVE 101- IT’S ALL RELATIVE
You see, everything from our situations to our circumstances are simply relative! What do I mean by this? I mean that to one person, difficulties might include not owning a newer car to drive to work or not having multiple televisions in their home, but to another, difficulties might include having to walk 10 miles to get to work or not even having a home to go to. You can find people whose experiences are similar to these and they are both equally as down and depressed. How could this be? What is the difference between these two individuals? This is a result of how they see things, which is based on what is relative to them.   

This happens on all levels… You can take two people in any area- one who has experienced much loss and heartache and another who has never really experienced too much loss in their lives- and you will find that their outlook on life and what is really important will be very different. For instance, say you have one teenager who has a strong, loving family who cares deeply for them, but they are rejected by their peers. Then you have another teenager who was abandoned by their biological family, and yet has many friends. Oftentimes, when you see the kid in this first type of situation, you will find that this teenager will place such a value on the acceptance of their peers that they will, in turn, have a tendency to devalue what they have at home. How do I know this? It is because I have done it… 

When I was younger, I could not have had a better home life. My parents loved me like every child should be loved and they would have done (and did) anything for me. But guess what? I did not have the acceptance of my peers and was rejected on many different levels of my childhood. So do you know how I responded? I completely devalued the love and acceptance of my parents and placed the utmost value on the love and acceptance of my classmates. This caused me to be one miserable youngster! This produced a huge amount of insecurity in me that I still have to resist from time to time. 

But if you were to interview the other kid who had the absentee parents and they were honest with you, they would tell you that they would give anything to have their biological parents in their life to love and accept them. It wouldn’t matter how many friends they had or how much they were accepted among their peers. 
You know, even our suffering is relative… Someone who has never experienced much pain and suffering might think that having their car break down and having to ride the bus for a week while their car is being fixed is the worst trial ever. But what if this person lived in a place where cars were only possessed by the wealthiest people and the average middle class family walked everywhere they went? I guarantee you that if you took someone from that lifestyle where they walked everywhere they went and put them in the place of that same person who had to ride the bus because their car was in the shop, the less privileged person would be rejoicing for the bus. And if you put the wealthier person in the culture where the middle class walked everywhere they went, I guarantee you that they would have a new found appreciation for our local bus system. 
But this is just how warped our perspective can be sometimes. We forget that there are people in the world who have it far worse than we do and we forget many of the gifts and blessings that we have in life. 
PERSPECTIVE 101- IT IS AS OLD AS THE GARDEN
Why does this happen? It is because it’s just human nature to focus on the one thing we do not or cannot have and devalue all the other good things we do have. This condition is as old as the original temptation of man in the Garden of Eden… 
In the beginning, the devil was able to take the one tree that was forbidden and magnify it to the point that they forgot the abundance of other trees that they could eat freely of. In other words, they devalued all that they had, which far outweighed the one thing they did not have, and subsequently, disobeyed God and partook of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

So how could Adam & Eve have overcome this temptation? They could have nullified that temptation to lust after the one thing they did not have by focusing on all the things that they did have! If they would have just turned their perspective away from the forbidden tree and began to focus on all the trees that were theirs to freely eat, it would have made that temptation not so tempting anymore. 

But the devil is a master at this… He is an expert at deceiving us into forgetting all the trees we have in our backyard and filling our hearts & minds with the tree in our neighbors’ yard. But if we would just regularly call to mind all that God has blessed us with, those few things that we might not possess won’t seem quite as important. Sure, we might have more than just one thing that we do not or cannot have, but I can assure you that in comparison to all that God has given to each of us, the lesson is still applicable. We all have plenty to be thankful for and there is no reason why we cannot rejoice at all times when we focus on things from the proper perspective. 
Shannon & I have gone through a couple of times where I was out of work and I’ll tell you, that is not comfortable when you, nor your spouse, is working and you have bills coming due. So now, when I am having a bad day at work and am tempted to complain, I remember how it feels to be without a job and how I would have gladly received a job that would have been less appealing just to be able to pay our bills and not be out of work. It brings things back into perspective for me. We can use this very process in any negative circumstance we might be experiencing. 
Yes, no matter how hard things get and no matter how much we suffer in this life, none of these hardships could ever compare to what hell would be like. Someone might say, “Yeah, but I’m not going to hell because I am saved!” That’s my point! You have already been saved from the worst suffering imaginable, so if you compared anything you might suffer in this life to the suffering that you have been redeemed from, I bet your perspective would change. If we truly saw what we have been saved from, we would have a completely different perspective of our sufferings in this life. Why? Because, for the children of God, this life and its hardships is the closest thing to hell we will ever experience! Hallelujah! 
PERSPECTIVE 101- A CHILD’S PERSPECTIVE
Let me close this month’s teaching by using the perfect example of what I have been attempting to convey to us- the perspective of children. 
If you have ever witnessed first-hand a child- anywhere from a very young age to adolescence- you can see very clearly failures to maintain a proper perspective. How many of us have ever coached our children to be thankful for what they have and have been hurt by how our children can be ungrateful. For example, we sweat over a stove for hours preparing a hearty meal for our family and when we set it before our children, they say they don’t like it and refuse to eat what we have worked so hard to prepare for them. How does that make us as parents feel? It certainly doesn’t bless you, does it? 

I am ashamed to give this testimony but when I was about 8 or 9 years old I displayed one of the most self-centered and thoughtless attitudes that a child could have one Christmas… As I previously made a point of, my parents were as good to me as any parents I know of, and Christmas was always a time where their graciousness was on full display. This one particular Christmas, as was their custom, they gave me far more than I needed- buying me everything I had expressed to them that I wanted. Well, that afternoon, when I found out that two of my friends had received skateboards for Christmas and I didn’t, I pitched a fit- weeping and sobbing because (I just found out that() I wanted a skateboard and didn’t get one. When I think back at how I acted, I want to kick myself- mainly because of how that had to make my parents feel! But how many of us see this kind of attitude on display in our youth today? It becomes clearer the older you get. 
So how do you think God feels when we- His children- whine and complain when we walk through a wilderness season? He must be thinking- “Don’t they appreciate how I redeemed them from their bondage in ‘Egypt’ (i.e. our salvation from sin and spiritual death)? Don’t they know ‘the Land of Promise (i.e. eternity in the presence of God) I am bringing them into shortly?” But no, we have a tendency to err just like the children of Israel did in the wilderness and forget all that God has done for us. This is just human nature, but it doesn’t mean that we need to accept it. We must stir ourselves up to focus on all that God has done for us and see things through the eyes of faith and hope- from a godly perspective! It is our duty! It is our reasonable service! And, remember this- it is true! We really are blessed! We really have a reason to be thankful and joyful- and it is when we choose to consider all the trees God has placed in our garden and devalue the one tree that we do not possess!   
You might be going through a difficult circumstance today or you might have been dealing with a tough situation your whole life, but the truth is that there is someone out there who is dealing with a far more severe issue than you. You can always find someone who has it worse than you do. My intention is not to minimize the severity of what you are going through, but it is simply to encourage you to look at all that you have and away from what you do not have. God understands your hurt and wants to heal, redeem, and deliver you, but the quickest way to enter into the joy of your Lord is to focus on all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to do in your life! That pleases Him, and when you please God you will know it! His joy will produce all manners of strength, grace, and victory in your life- for the joy of the Lord is your strength! 

Till next month… Maranatha! 






Victoriously,
THE BEST PRAYER YOU CAN PRAY

Now I am aware that there will likely be differing opinions on this but what I consider to be the best prayer that anyone can pray for themselves or for someone else is this… “God, open my eyes to see things through your eyes.” In other words, “Lord, help me to see everything- myself, other people, circumstances, and this life- from your perspective.” 

Why do I consider this one of the most important gifts we could ever receive from the Father? It is because I am convinced that if we could see things from God’s perspective our lives would be radically changed for the better. 

For instance, if we could see our circumstances through God’s eyes, we wouldn’t be shaken in the least if we ever saw a problem arise in our lives because, number one, we would see it as being absolutely no problem to God and, number two, we would see it as temporary and subject to change. The Apostle Paul saw his circumstances this way- to the point where he called his circumstances- “light afflictions.” What is so amazing about how he referred to his circumstances is when you consider what his circumstances were! In 2 Corinthians chapter 11 he describes these “light afflictions”… He was beaten with rods three times and had stripes laid on his back at least five times. He was imprisoned several times. He experienced being shipwrecked three times and spending a day and night floating in the middle of the ocean. He went through a myriad of difficult circumstances including being thirsty, hungry, cold and naked. To put it mildly, he experienced about the worst circumstances that any human being has ever experienced. Yet he called his afflictions “light.” How could deem his circumstances so little and insignificant? It was because of his perspective! If you read on in 2 Corinthians 4:17, you will find what he saw that made him disesteem the weight of his circumstances… He went on to describe his afflictions as being “but for a moment” and as “working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” The Apostle of faith viewed his problems through the eyes of faith- that is, he viewed his circumstances in the light of eternity and in the light of the reward! And this is not just some fictitious, vain hope that he conjured up! It is true! There really is a life beyond this one and there really are going to be rewards given for successfully enduring our trials and tribulations here! These promises, that are unseen now, are real and when we choose to look at these things which are unseen (i.e. the spiritual realities) and not consider the things that are seen (i.e. our natural circumstances), we are seeing things from God’s perspective!   

