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PERFECT LOVE CASTS OUT FEAR
Greetings in the name of our blessed Trinity- the loving Father, the gracious Jesus, and our partner the Holy Spirit!

This month, I am excited to present to you one of the many gifts that, my wife, Shannon possesses… She will be providing the teaching of this month’s Living Logos which she has entitled “Perfect Love Casts Out Fear.” 
I asked her to write whatever she had on her heart with no pressure to fill up the normal 5-6 pages of teaching that I normally provide you with. So she has written her part, and I have filled up the rest of the space in this newsletter with a portion of what transpired during my journey to Chennai, India. Enjoy…
PERFECT LOVE CASTS OUT FEAR  

by Shannon Dickerson

Have you ever thought about the word “love?”  This one word alone can stir up a host of emotions.  We say “I love you,” and in the next breath, we catch ourselves saying “I love ice cream”- personally, one of my favorites!  The Lord has had me meditating on this word for quite some time now. 

Webster’s dictionary defines love this way: In a general sense, to be pleased with; to regard with affection, on account of some qualities which excite pleasing sensations or desire of gratification.  From what I can gather from this definition, love is based on a feeling.  In other words, whatever makes us feel good, we will naturally love. 

Now that we’ve defined love from a natural perspective, let’s look at it from God’s perspective.  1 Corinthians 13:4-8a in the Amplified Bible reads: Love endures long and is patient and kind; love never is envious nor boils over with jealousy, is not boastful or vainglorious, does not display itself haughtily. It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does not act unbecomingly. Love (God's love in us) does not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not self-seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a suffered wrong]. It does not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and truth prevail. Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening]. Love never fails [never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end].  Why does love never fail?  It is because God is love and He will never fail, leave, or forsake us!  The last part of 1 Corinthians 13:13 concludes by saying, love- true affection for God and man, growing out of God’s love for and in us.” 
1 John 4:7-8 says, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is (springs) from God; and he who loves [his fellowman] is begotten (born) of God and is coming [progressively] to know and understand God [to perceive and recognize] and get a better and clearer knowledge of Him]. He who does not love has not become acquainted with God [does not and never did know Him], for God is love. 

1 John 4:12 reads, But if we love one another, God abides (lives and remains) in us and His love (that love which is essentially His) is brought to completion (to its full maturity, runs its full course, is perfected) in us! We love Him, because He first loved us (1 John 4:19).  We aren’t capable of love without God. 

John 15:12- This is My commandment that you love one another [just] as I have loved you. Love is a commandment.  This includes loving God, loving others, and loving ourselves. I want to focus on this one...  Do you love yourself?  I mean truly love yourself?  There are many people that don’t even like, much less love themselves.  I have good news for you today!  God doesn’t just love you; He likes you!  This alone gives you permission to love and like yourself. 

Our son Levi is now 4 years old, and let me say that he not only likes and loves himself, but he loves others well.  We have (along with his grandparents) showered him with love.  I can’t tell you how many times Trey and I have told him, “God loves you all the time. He never stops loving you. He’s not always pleased with what you do, but His love for you does not depend on what you do.  He loves you so very much.” We also tell him we love him just about every other breath!  Therefore, since He is secure in God’s love and our love for Him, he has no restraints on loving others.  
We were at one of his friend’s birthday parties, and the kids were waiting for the cake to be cut, when one of Levi’s “best buds”, Abigail, hugged him.  He smiled, looked at her and said, “I love you!”  My heart overflowed with joy and thanksgiving to God because I know that this is the love that he has in his heart for God and others because God’s love has been planted in his heart.  
This is why it is of the utmost importance to have your heart established in God’s love too.  Once you know how much God loves you, it frees you to love others with the God-kind of love, without a thought of “What’s in it for me?”  When you love like that, there actually is something in it for you. It is found in John 10:10- I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).  Do you want life in abundance? Love with the God-kind of love.  Love God, love others and love yourself well.
I want to share something with you about my own personal life…  My parents are the most loving, giving, and sacrificial people that I know. They taught me to love well by loving me well.  They not only told me they loved me but they showed me (and continue to tell and show me) in more ways than I have space to write.  I have watched them also for the last 40 years of my life love others with the same love.  Because of this love they have shown me all my life, it has allowed me to love freely.  It has always been easy for me to show the love of God to others simply because I have seen it in action all my life.  
You might be thinking, “What if I show love to someone and they don’t show me love in return? I might get hurt.”  

I worked for a lady once who absolutely despised me. No matter how kind I was to her, she became more difficult to work for. God began to do a work in my heart towards her and gave me such compassion for her. To make a long story short, God placed on my heart to buy her a gift for Boss’s Day one year.  Once I GAVE, she completely softened.  She was appreciative, showed me kindness and actually became a friend. There is someone who will ALWAYS love you in return and that is our Wonderful Heavenly Father.  
Let me ask this question again:  What if you show love to someone and they don’t love you in return?  Are you willing to take that risk and love without any inhibitions, knowing that God sees every action you take and understand that love is a seed that you sow?  You may not be the one to water and tend that seed, but God has, without any doubt, called you to plant the seed of love.  You may have someone in your life that is difficult to love.  I have found that the people who are the hardest to love are the ones who need it the most.  Is this not what God has already done for us?  When we were still sinners, God gave- He sent Jesus to and for us.  God has commanded us to love, and I for one do not want to disobey my Father, who has done so much for me, because I refuse to die to myself and my feelings.  We are fashioned in the image of Love Himself.  Let’s begin to truly follow in His footsteps.
It is amazing and awesome to me that in this entire world, there is not one single person who is exactly like me!  And there is not one person in this entire world that is exactly like you.  You are unique, special, fearfully and wonderfully made in God’s likeness and image.  He fashioned and knit you together in your mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13)!  Wow!  That’s enough to make me start dancing! 

Is this not the epitome of love?  The author of love Himself fashioned you- like no other- for a relationship with Him.  You must understand how very much God loves you.  John 3:16 says, For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten Son…  Love gave!   

I am convinced that people have such a hard time loving themselves because they truly don’t believe that God loves them.  In other words, they don’t truly believe what God says.  They believe the lies the enemy has told them. Think about this: It is just as easy to believe God’s truths about yourself as it is to believe the enemy’s lies about you.  Which voice will you listen to?  The answer will determine whether you stay in love or in fear. 

1 John 4:18 says, Perfect love casts out fear.  Could the opposite also be true?  Perfect fear casts out love. 

Do you withhold showing love to others because you fear getting hurt or think they won’t love you in return?  All fear is based in selfishness.  Fear causes a person to turn inward and be focused on themselves.  We cannot control how others act but we can absolutely control how we respond to how they act.  By all means, let’s focus on ourselves but let’s do it from the perspective of who we are and not who we are not.  We need to keep our minds set on things above- who we are in Christ and are we becoming more like Him?  Are we growing up in Him or has fear become such a way of life that we are growing older but never growing up?  We can get so focused on what someone else is doing to us or not doing for us that we miss what God has already done in us and wants to do through us.  Don’t ever let anyone else determine how you see yourself.  The only way we should see ourselves is the way God sees us.  

2 Timothy 1:7 reads, For God did not give us a spirit of timidity (of cowardice, of craven and cringing and fawning fear), but (He has given us a spirit) of power and of love and of calm and well-balanced mind and discipline and self-control.
Lisa Bevere states in her book, Lioness Arising, “Because of fear, I had forfeited strength, life, and beauty.  I had lost a sense of my true self, and with that loss so much of what God wanted for me was yet unrealized.”  Fear causes us to turn inward toward ourselves. God has not given us a spirit of fear, so let’s not take it upon ourselves.  When we are not in fear, we are in an offensive position to release His presence.  He has given us His very self, and He is love.  Let’s not forfeit anything that God has so freely bestowed upon us.

I believe that we haven’t gotten any further in our love walk as believers because we have bought into the world’s so called definition of love.  We love, most of the time, based on how we feel.  As long as people treat us the way we think they should then we have loving feelings toward them, but if they treat us differently than we think they should or say something about us, we get our feelings hurt. 

Remember, love is not a feeling but an action.  If we don’t live for the praises of men, we won’t die by their criticisms. God, who is love, is our standard.  Let’s make sure we love according to the true definition of love and that is God’s definition in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a.   

Wow! There were many powerful nuggets that Shannon shared there that if we would just truly understand, we would experience more of the abundant life that Jesus died to provide for us. 

The Lord has also been revealing many things concerning His love over the past year that have been radically transforming my walk. Some of these things I hope to share with you in the future. But right now, I am very excited about telling you about my trip to India, as I know, many of you have been waiting to hear about it as well. As there are too many things to share this month, I will share a portion this month, and the rest of what I have on my heart to share, I will put in next month’s Living Logos.  

First of all, before we get into the details of this trip I want to say another big, heartfelt THANK YOU to all that made this trip possible. Thank you for your financial support as well as your prayers! They were both very much appreciated! I had “more than enough” in every area- physically, spiritually, and financially- to not only meet my needs but to also be a blessing to all of the ministers and friends that traveled to come see me and to Charis Bible College of India as well! Praise the Lord, our Provider! I know that as you read the details of what occurred, you will know that your monetary gifts and prayers were not in vain.
OPEN DOORS = MANY ADVERSARIES
The first thing worth noting- because it is applicable to all of us- is the extreme resistance that I received from the kingdom of darkness in the weeks leading up to my trip. 
You know, the Bible is very clear that where there are doors opened to us by the Lord there will also be adversaries. Not natural adversaries, mind you, but spiritual foes for we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against demonic forces. The Bible makes it clear that when God’s Word is sown in our hearts that Satan will immediately attempt to steal its fruit (Mark 4:15). This is a crystal clear principle we find in God’s Word- that when we are illuminated, we will immediately endure a struggle (Hebrews 10:32). 
So guess what happened leading up to this door of opportunity in India? You guessed it… I had opposition from the enemy in the emotional, relational, and physical arenas. In every one of these tribulations, it was so apparent that these hard times were not just a coincidence, but they were supernaturally inspired and instigated. But God! But God delivered me out of them all and gave me the victory that I needed in every area going into my trip! Thank you, Lord! 

So I say this to encourage you that when doors open up for you and you are about to do something to further the kingdom of God, expect some resistance from the enemy. Don’t be caught by surprise as though some strange thing has happened to you (1 Peter 4:12), but rather rejoice- knowing that the enemy is just putting up a fight to get you to back off from what God has in store for you and His kingdom!   
MY FOOD IS TO DO GOD’S WILL
Now, as for my trip, things could not have gone much better! Everything from the flights to my time in Chennai ran smoothly. There was, of course, constant busyness (as with all missions’ trips) but there was absolutely a sufficient amount of grace to manage my schedule.  

Some brief observations I made about the culture upon my arrival were as follows: The traffic could only be described as the perfect storm. Before I went, I had spoken with a few of my Indian friends over the phone and one thing that always stood out to me was the sound of car horns constantly beeping in the background. This kind of puzzled me until I arrived in Chennai and rode in the traffic myself. All I can say is- WOW! It seemed like a big free-for-all! Sure, they had lanes like we do here in the States, but in many ways they mean nothing. There were cars, motor bikes, bicycles, walkers, and even the occasional cow on the roads! It was wild, but the funny thing was, I never felt unsafe. I had peace in the midst of the storm.(
As for the food, it was extremely spicy- good, but spicy. I am not one that handles spicy food very well, but it was very tasty and grows on you real quick. There was a couple of points where I was eating a meal and in one hand I had a handkerchief and in the other my liter of water just to take care of the effects of the spicy meal. 

Another thing that you will notice very quickly if you were to visit India is the trash. One thing that people here in the States do not realize is that India is geographically one-third of the size of the USA. The amazing thing is that there are close to four times as many people in their population than we have here. So do you know what that means? There are a lot more people in a lot less area! So where do you think that extra trash goes? On the side of the roads and wherever there is any free space. It is amazing! I told Shannon when I got back; don’t ever worry about keeping our home squeaky clean because, from what I saw, there would be people from certain parts of India that would have no problem eating off our floor. We just don’t know how good we have it. 

But even though India has these cultural shocks to us Americans, there is one redeeming quality that makes up for everything else and that is the people! The preciousness of the Indian people makes every bit of discomfort and unattractive part of their culture all worth it! Their hearts are so true and pure and that makes you just fall in love with them. It also makes you want to just pack up and move there. It doesn’t matter if the living conditions are ideal or if the different culture is comfortable. The people make all those other things obsolete and you begin to realize what is really important. It’s not things; it’s relationships! And when you do not have a lot of natural distractions like we do here, you tend to place a higher value on the things that are truly important like family, friends, and faith.
A Scripture that I had constantly ringing in my spirit during my time there was John chapter four where Jesus was approached by His disciples pleading with Him to eat and He responded- “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” They were puzzled at His response because they thought He was talking about physical food. This is when Jesus said in verse 34- “My food is to do the will of the One who sent Me and to finish His work.” What Jesus was saying was what “filled Him up” and what “satisfied” Him was to fulfill God’s will on His life. 

During my week in India I could totally relate to this truth because although my flesh was not in the most comfortable situation it had ever been in, I was the most fulfilled I had ever been. In other words, in the natural, I might have had it probably the most difficult that I had ever had it, but I had never been more content and happy. This is the power of seeking first God’s kingdom and not being concerned with the natural cares of life.         

PRECIOUS FAITH

When you go on a trip like this to a country where the people are not living in the same level of comforts that we do here in the States there is one question that gets answered very quick- Why do these people see more of an outpouring of God’s grace and power than we seem to in our larger, more prosperous nations? In other words, why do third world nations see more of a manifestation of signs & wonders? When you spend just a short period of time with these precious saints, you get that question answered real quickly. 

You see, during my short time with my Indian brothers and sisters, there was one thing that was very obvious… They have honor for the things of God! They value His Word and show such honor and respect to the ones bringing it. The sacrifice that is made to sit under the Word is tremendous- some leaving their families for months and some traveling great distances in uncomfortable transportation when they don’t have the resources to do even that. You have heard of stories like this, of how a person will walk for miles to come to a meeting just to hear the Word. When God’s people have a heart like this, God says that He will show Himself strong in and through them (2 Chronicles 16:9). It is not that God is waiting on us to desire Him like this and then He decides to move on our behalf. No! What does happen, however, is when God’s people operate in great FAITH like this, great GRACE is obtained. We are the factors, not God! We are the ones who determine how much of God’s presence and power we will experience. I have heard it wisely said that we are as close to God right now as we want to be. What this means is that the degree in which we are experiencing God is according to the degree with which we are seeking Him. That is a very sobering truth but one that we must accept for if it were not true then God is a respecter of persons. But, no, He is not a respecter of persons; He is, however, a respecter of faith! And this true faith is what I saw throughout my week there. Precious faith that was manifested in desire, diligence and devotion! 

For example, one brother who came from a great distance to see me approached me after class and handed me a very professional folder that he had made. As I opened it, I found it contained every teaching that I have put on our website! Wow! I saw this guy truly esteemed and valued the teachings the Lord has given me and it is no wonder that these precious saints received so much grace during my time there! And there were countless other examples similar to this one where these precious people highly esteemed the things of God and God, of course, responded to their faith and expectation in a wonderful way (which I will go into more detail next month). 
LAYING THE FOUNDATION
But to say that my mission’s trip was fruitful would be a major understatement; it was extremely fruitful! 
All in all, I would label this particular trip as a foundation laying experience… While I had many opportunities to do more things while I was there, it just seemed good to not try and do so much because of the time restraints that I had and stay in one geographic location. I had several different ministers come to where I was to sit up under the Word and spend some one on one time with me (individuals that I had been in contact with through the distribution of my book- The Believer’s Battle Plan). So it was through these times where I got to know the hearts of these fine men of God that I know that future avenues of ministry will come as a result. I was also put into contact with several others who the Lord has undoubtedly connected our ministry with for future works, and let me tell you these opportunities will be huge for the furtherance of God’s kingdom! I am absolutely thrilled about these future opportunities! 
I immediately knew during my time there that India was going to be one of the main international focal points of our ministry. It is amazing how the Lord works because He has opened up international doors to our ministry even before the national doors have really opened up. As many of you know, usually the opposite is the case. 
But, praise God, we are walking through these doors! We are going to take advantage of these doors of utterance that we have been given and, while we know that God has called us to pastor and be based out of the US, through technology and media we will be able to speak into the lives of many pastors and evangelists in India without being present there (aside from the occasional trip there). 
I have some things on my heart that we will be doing here in the next few months and will include you on this opportunity, so stay tuned! But, again, thanks to all of you who played a part in this and are, therefore, partakers with me of grace! Our reward will be great! Hallelujah! 
Next month, I will go into a little more detail about what I did and taught on my trip as well as share a teaching that the Lord has already laid on my heart. You won’t want to miss it!  

Till next month… Maranatha! 
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