January 27, 2007

THE LIVING LOGOS
Grace and peace be multiplied in the name of our Great King- the Lord Jesus Christ. We pray this letter finds you blessed and truly prosperous… 

First of all, for all of you that have not heard, we found out the sex of our baby that is due on May the 27th. We are having a BOY! Being the planners that we are, we have already picked out his name… His legal name will be Lonnie Willis Dickerson IV but he will be known as “Levi.” This Hebrew name means “to be joined, attached, or bound with.” Of course, Levi was one of the twelve sons of Jacob and from him came the tribe of Levi (i.e. Levites) that was set apart for ministerial service unto the Lord. So our confession over Levi is that “he is joined, attached, and bound to the Lord for ministerial service!” We believe he is destined to be a mighty man of the Word so this is an appropriate confession for his life. Praise be to God for this wonderful blessing! 

Well, since we did not recap our trip to Georgia in the last edition of the Living Logos we would like to do that this month. So buckle your seatbelts cause here we go… 

Our first trip back to Georgia was a blessed time- full of happiness and sadness. Happiness in that we were able to see many of y’all for the first time in four months and sadness in that we had to leave not knowing when we would be able to come visit again. I have made the statement several times that if there is anything that I like better about the south it is the food and the people. We ate during that week like we had been fasting for the past four months. It must be something in the air(. God was so good to us during our trip and many of y’all were the vessels that He used to pour out His goodness.

Let me begin by mentioning our flights. We had a blizzard in Colorado the week leading up to our departure date but it ended a day or two before our flight. And then, while we were in Georgia, Colorado got hit with another blizzard! Favorably enough, it cleared out a day or two before our scheduled return. If we had planned on coming home a couple of days earlier we would have been up the creek without a paddle. But, glory be to God, we were unhindered on both fronts. Glory be to God for His care and provision! 

We arrived in Atlanta at about 10:30 on Saturday the 23rd and stayed at Angie and Scott’s through Christmas Eve. This was our first time seeing my nephew Josh who was just born in October. We had a wonderful time celebrating the birth of Christ with my family and watching my other nephew Jack open his gifts. Then at 10am Christmas morning we headed to Macon to spend time with Shannon’s parents. When we arrived in Macon it was a very emotional time for Shannon and her parents. We had lunch with them and Shannon’s uncle and spent the rest of the day just fellowshipping and relaxing. On Tuesday morning Coach Collins (Shannon’s dad) and I got up around 5ish and headed to Hawkinsville to play a little golf. Shannon and her mother headed down to Hawkinsville a little later in the morning to visit with Shannon’s grandmother. After we finished our round of golf we headed over to see her as well. After spending some time with Nan we returned back to Macon. (I feel like Luke writing the book of Acts- explaining Paul’s missionary journeys right now() 

On Wednesday, I had a busy day. I drove up to Athens in the late morning. When I arrived in Watkinsville I visited my old stomping grounds at Oconee State Bank and saw some old friends. After spending a good 30-45 minutes there I drove to my parents house where I got to see my first “baby”- Haywood! I was skeptical to whether he would remember me or not, but sure enough, he did. He greeted me outside for a couple of seconds and then proceeded to make a bee-line to the nearest tree to relieve himself. Some things never change( My dad and I then went to play a round of golf at the UGA golf course. Then after our round I had to get ready to minister at New Covenant Worship Center at 7pm!

The message the Lord had been developing in me for the past year was what I planned to minister on that night. I have entitled it “The Perfect Heart.” It was fresh and exciting word but I think I expected too much out of it. On paper I believe it is one of the greatest messages out there but I just did not feel like the way I delivered it did it justice. This message will undoubtedly be put into print one day (hopefully in the Living Logos to begin with if the Lord leads me to). Nevertheless, it was so great to see my NCWC family. I felt so honored, welcomed, and loved that night. I then went out to eat with several friends after the service and enjoyed the fellowship. While I had this jam-packed day in Athens, Shannon had a relaxing day in Macon with her parents.

The following day, I headed back to Macon to reunite with my lovely bride. The four of us met for lunch and then did a little shopping. Afterwards, we met with Mama Kay Pennington (one of our spiritual mothers) to spend some time with her and enjoyed every minute of it. On Friday morning, Shannon, her parents, and I headed up to Athens to spend time with her brother and sister in law- Chad and Sabrina. We had a great time having the “Collins family Christmas bash” at their home. Afterwards we headed to my parents house where we would spend the rest of our time in Georgia.

On Saturday we had lunch with my grandparents and had a great time with them. That evening Shannon and I went out with my parents to have some one on one time with them. After that day we were stuffed…Chicken and Dumplings for lunch and Longhorns for dinner- Glory!( 

On Sunday morning we went to Victory Life Church where we got to see our other church family. It was so great to see all of our friends and family there as well. Pastor Tony handed me the microphone and allowed me to speak what was on my heart (which took great faith I might add(). I stayed away from anything doctrinal because I might have never found a caboose for it(.     

After church we met Chad and Sabrina for lunch and hung out with them for a little while. Then on the evening of New Years we had some friends over to spend time with before we had to head back the next day.

Needless to say we had a busy week. It was so good to see everyone but it was also nice to get back and to get on a schedule. God has been so faithful to us in 2006 and we trust He will continue to pour out His grace in 2007. 

Now as promised (and as requested by some of you), I have asked Shannon to share this month’s teaching. Shannon recently led the devotional at Terry MacAlmon’s ministry and I have asked her to put into writing what she shared that morning. So without further ado here’s Shannon…

Living on Purpose

I hope this newsletter finds each one of you watching and waiting with eager anticipation all God has planned for you this year.  Trey and mine’s prayer is that you will truly discover God’s awesome purpose for you in 2007.  

I recently finished listening to a tape series by Myles Munroe entitled, “Discovering Your Purpose.”  It was one of the best tape series I have ever heard, and it truly struck a nerve within me.  I have been thinking a lot about “purpose” lately and what it truly means in our own lives.  The Amplified translation of Romans 8:28 reads, “we are assured and know that [God being a partner in their labor] all things work together and are [fitting into a plan] for good to and for those who love God and are called according to [His] design and purpose.  The word “purpose” comes from the Greek word, tithemi, which means “to set, appoint, decide or arrange.”  Purpose is the end result that motivated the beginning of Creation. God is very much an “on-purpose” God.  He never establishes something until He creates the purpose for it.  He finishes before He starts; He completes before He ever begins. (Isaiah 46:10)  

To truly understand how we need to be living our everyday lives, we need to look to our Heavenly Father, the Giver of life.  He created us in His very image. (Genesis 1: 26-27) God made us to have dominion on the earth.  Man’s ability to sustain his role as delegated ruler of the Earth will rest in his continual obedience to God’s rule as King of all.  Our power to reign in life will reach only as far as our faithfulness to obey God’s Word.  What could be more purposeful than living a life surrendered to the awesome plan of our Heavenly Father?  According to Ecclesiastes 3:1, “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.”  God has put in us a piece of eternity or something that eternity sent us here with. God’s purpose for us was timed.  We are here for such a time as this; however, there are basic questions of the human heart that must be answered before we can fulfill our purpose on this earth.  These questions are as follows:

1. Who am I?

2. Where am I from?

3. Why am I here?

4. What can I do?

5. Where am I going?

These are questions that each individual must truly seek the answers.  It will require getting before God, and letting Him reveal the answers to our hearts, based on His purpose for each of our lives.  The greatest tragedy in life is a life without a reason. Most people’s purpose is for the journey and not for the destination! When we take trips, our purpose is to reach a destination not to just drive without intending to go anywhere. Our purpose and destination is heaven! Our purpose was timed, and this generation needs what we have come to deliver.  Living a life of purpose is simply to live life full of determination with purpose of heart.  What drives us everyday?  If we think for a minute that we are here only to make a living, we are sorely mistaken.  We are to make our lives count for eternity.  We should be getting out of bed every morning asking God for the opportunity to bless people that day.  This world is full of hurting people, and people are the only created thing in this world that is eternal!

One thing we need to always keep in front of us is the fact that God’s purpose will ALWAYS prevail over our plans. (Proverbs 19:21)  I cannot tell you the number of times that plans for certain areas of my own life came to naught simply because God had not purposed them.  Ever since I can remember, one of the strongest desires of my heart has been to get married and have children.  When I was in my twenties, every one of my close friends were getting married, and I was “always the bridesmaid, never the bride.”  I can honestly say that I was truly happy for each of them; however, I could never understand why it wasn’t happening for me.  It wasn’t until I started spending quality time in the Word that I began to understand.  Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.”  In spending time with God and delighting myself in Him, He began to show me that He put those desires in my heart, but it was not going to come to pass until He purposed it – in His perfect timing.  Timing is so much a part of our walk with God.  I began to see that God was requiring me to lay down my plans and pick up His purpose for me.  Jeremiah 29:11 is one of my favorite Scriptures.  The Amplified reads, “For I know the thoughts and plans that I have for you, says the Lord, thoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not for evil, to give you hope in your final outcome.”  Did you get that?  God knows the thoughts and plans he has for me and for you.  Once I saw that, I knew that the desire that God put in my heart would manifest itself in the timing that He purposed.  Just because a desire of your heart is being fulfilled in someone else’s life, it does not at all mean that it won’t happen for you.  It simply means that God has a perfect plan and time for your life.  Waiting on God will bring Ephesians 3:20 in every area of your life. So if you have been in a wilderness period, be strengthened in knowing that God, your Lover and Creator, sees you and desires for you to turn your plans over to Him so that He can bring His purpose to pass in your life.  I have learned that certain times when God asks us to wait, it is because He wants to pour things into us so that we can in turn comfort and encourage others when they go through similar situations. (2 Corinthians 1:4)  No matter what we may term ‘success,’ if our plans do not line up with God’s purpose for us, all of it is failure in the eyes of God.  Purpose is more important and more powerful than all our plans.  It is the key to our fulfillment. You will never be as happy as when you are in the middle of God’s purpose for your life. We need to begin living our lives with the same kind of purpose God had in mind when He created us and called us His very own.  

The enemy has convinced so many that their lives don’t count for anything.  He comes to steal, kill and destroy but Jesus came that we may have life and have it more abundantly. (John 10:10)  God’s plan from the beginning was for man to be enriched and to have a prosperous, abundant life.  The intent of Jesus was to recover and restore to man what was the Father’s intent and to break and stop the devil’s intent to hinder our receiving it.  1 John 3:8 says, “He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.”  The Greek word for destroy is luo, which means to “untie” or “unloose.” Jesus’ purpose was to loose us from Satan’s binding power over us.  God has made us just like Jesus; therefore, we need to be acting just like Jesus. We are all familiar with 1 John 4:17 which reads, “As He is, so are we in this world.”   We need to be “untying” and “unloosing” satan’s binding powers over others just as Jesus did!  We should desire to see people healed, delivered, and set free from the powers of darkness. This should be our main purpose for going to work, Wal-Mart or anywhere we go during the normal course of a day.

Purpose truly starts to come alive in your heart when you understand that God loves you as much as He loves Jesus (John 17:23) and He has an awesome plan for you specifically. 1 Corinthians 10:23 says, “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify.”  There are things that we do on a day-to-day basis that, in and of themselves, are not necessarily wrong.  Watching television is a good example of this.  Sitting down to watch a healthy program on TV is fine, but if you find yourself watching something for six hours a day, that’s a problem.  I can’t imagine that there is anything on worth watching for six hours a day, but that’s not the point.  The question is,  “What is consuming your heart?”  Purpose in your heart in 2007 to “seek (aim at and strive after) first the kingdom of God and His righteousness-His way of doing and being right-and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)  Trey and I have purposed in our hearts to not let anything hold us back from all God wants to do in and through us.  He will have His way in our life together.  As you purpose in your heart to seek first the kingdom of God, we are believing that He will do exceedingly, abundantly above all that you ask or think in 2007.  We love y’all very much!

       Victoriously,

Trey & Shannon Dickerson

                                                                                            3008 Illinois Ave. Apt. C

Colorado Springs, CO 80907

livinglogos@bellsouth.net

PAGE  
1

