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THE HUNDREDFOLD BELIEVER part three

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior- Jesus Christ!

Our prayer is that this 59th edition of our Living Logos teaching newsletter finds you seeking first the kingdom of God and walking in His righteousness! 

Well, it is likely that by the time you receive this, I will either be in India or in transit! 

Let me, first of all, ask you to please remember this trip in your prayers, particularly between the dates of August 26th and September 3rd. I will be providing updates daily on Facebook in order to keep everyone updated and to share specific prayer requests. But until then, please pray that all the different ministry opportunities will be fruitful and that God’s will be accomplished. Also, for all needs- spiritual and natural- to be met in fullness and abundance! I covet and appreciate your prayers!

Let me give you a brief description of my itinerary:
Plans are for me to teach a couple of hours a day in the Charis Bible College located in Chennai as well as spend a good quantity of time ministering one on one with these future pastors and evangelists. I am extremely excited about this particular ministry time because my heart has always been to help future Christian leaders become more equipped and strengthened to do the work of ministry. 

While I am not completely aware of everything that the Lord will have me share during my 10 class periods, there are a few things that the Lord has already laid on my heart… 
For instance, I do feel impressed to share during some of these classes on the keys to understanding the Word of God. I have taught this particular series a couple of times- including in volumes 20-23 of this Living Logos teaching newsletter. But, this time, this teaching will be much more thorough! This time, I am not only going to share in precept, but I also am going to share by example! I will do this by taking certain, hard to interpret Scriptures and systematically break these verses down and show them, through the laws of meditation, how they are not as difficult to understand as many people think.  

You see if there is one thing that I feel is the most important lesson I can share with future leaders, it is what God has taught me about how to study and interpret the Scriptures. Why do I feel it is the most important thing I have to offer them? It is because, while I could share on particular topics and minister life to these future leaders, how much more of an impact could I make if I actually taught them how to dig out these truths for themselves? Let me put it this way- If you and I knew that you had a buried treasure in your backyard, would you rather me go discover it for you and then bring you back a precious stone from that treasure or would you rather me show you how to find that treasure for yourself so you could possess as much of it as you want? I think any intelligent person would choose the latter option. And this is exactly what teaching others how to study and meditate the Bible will do… It will teach them how to dig out and discover the inexhaustible treasure that we have in God’s Word for themselves. Then my one week of teaching will not be limited to one week! It will be able to continue once I come back to the States because they will be equipped to dig out the riches of God’s Word for themselves! That is an exciting prospect!  
I also have on my heart to share some other truths that the Lord has taught me concerning our hope… 

Anyone who has ever spent any amount of time with me knows how deeply I feel about this particular cardinal of Christianity- how I feel it is essential to living a joyful life in the midst of persecution & tribulation and how it is a driving force to having a fruitful Christian walk. I call this group of messages- “Perspective 101”- having taught on some of them specifically and lacing many other teachings with these truths as well. Therefore, I am very excited that the Lord has shown me that I am to share on this subject that is very near and dear to my heart during some of my opportunities to share. 

I believe that these different things that the Holy Spirit has put on my heart will not only bless, but also equip, these future leaders for their respective ministries. I am extremely excited about this trip and believe that it is going to be fruitful while I am there, but most importantly after I am gone, because seeds will be planted! So, please keep this trip in your prayers and I look forward to sharing my testimony with you next month. 
For the past couple of months now we have been discussing a series I have entitled The Hundredfold Believer. In this series, we have talked about the different components that are necessary to bearing a fruitful harvest for the Father. 
Two months ago, we began by talking about the necessity of having a seed- how there will be no harvest if there is no seed. We described this seed as that incorruptible seed of God that we are born again through which comes by hearing the gospel of the kingdom. 
Last month, we began talking about the importance of the condition of the ground that the seed is planted in. We described the soil as being our heart and how we must guard our heart with the same diligence and vigilance as we do any natural garden. We also spent a good portion of time last month describing  three of the four types of hearts that Jesus described in His Parable of the Sower. 
So, this month, I want to take a good look at the fourth and final type of ground- the kind of heart that we should all strive to possess in order to take our fruitfulness from thirty, to sixty, to a hundredfold harvest! But before we begin looking at the specific characteristics of the good ground, I want you to see the main difference between the good ground and the other 3 types of ground…
THE LEAST PRODUCE THE GREATEST

When it comes to these four different conditions of our heart, there is an important point that I have learned from my mentor and friend, Andrew Wommack, that we all need to understand: The good ground (which is the type of heart that produced the best harvest) was not the ground that had the most; it was the ground that had the least. 

This is an important lesson because, so many times when we think of being fruitful for the Lord, we associate our fruitfulness with being talented, smart, strong, etc. In other words, we think it is the Christians who have the most going for them in the natural that are going to produce the greater harvest, but this simply is not the case. In this case, it was the ground that did not have the distractions or other things to be dependent on that bore a hundredfold harvest. This is good news for many of us out there who do not have a lot going for us according to the flesh. There are many believers who think because they do not have a lot of talents, an education, or much money that they are incapable of being fruitful for God when, in reality, Jesus taught that these are those who have the greater potential of producing for God.    

You see, it is the ones who have all of these things that will have the harder time producing because they have more to overcome… For example, if they are very educated, they will have more of a temptation to lean to their own understanding. If they are wealthy, then they will have more of a temptation to be distracted by their riches and possessions. And the list goes on and on. But those who lack these things, they will have less distractions and less opportunity for the dependency on other things. Therefore, it works to one’s favor to have this lack of talents, possessions, knowledge, etc.  

This is why the Bible repeatedly makes mention of God calling the weak, dishonorable, poor, etc. It is because these are the ones who will respond to this call for fruitfulness. This is why the Bible also makes mention of those who are the least being the greatest in the kingdom of God. It is because these are the ones who will produce the greatest harvest for the kingdom. This is the kind of heart that God can use.  

Now I am not saying that those who are educated, wealthy, or gifted are incapable of being fruitful. That is not at all the case. This principle that I have been sharing about the least producing the greatest is not an absolute. It is just the tendency. If you have a lot of money, you can make a conscious decision to guard your heart from being distracted and still produce a hundredfold harvest. If you have a lot of additional knowledge, you can choose to not lean on your intellect and esteem the knowledge of God more than the knowledge of this world. There will always be the opportunity, no matter what our lot in life is, to make the right decisions and become fruitful for God.
But, generally, it is the heart that has the least amount of clutter that will produce more fruit for God’s kingdom because this condition of ground is more “open” and, therefore, conducive to bearing a harvest. When these stones, thorns, etc. exist they can lead one to being double-minded and not completely devoted to the seed that was planted in them.   
So now, let’s spend the rest of this month’s Living Logos taking a look at this fourth type of heart that Jesus described… The final type of ground Jesus mentioned in His Parable of the Sower was the good ground (Luke 8:8&15). 
In Luke 8:15, when Jesus gave His interpretation of the good ground, He began by saying that when this type of heart hears the Word, that they hear it with a “noble and good heart.” This describes the condition and quality of the soil for this type of heart. 
So what does this mean- “a noble and good heart”?

AN HONORABLE HEART

Well, first of all, the word “noble” means “honorable.” Therefore, the people with this type of honorable heart “honor” the things of God that they heard through “respecting” them and “highly esteeming” them. This is a major catalyst to seeing the Word of God produce in our lives!

So many people hear the Gospel, but they do not truly respect or esteem it to the degree that others do. For instance, some hear the Word and leave saying, “Well, wasn’t that a nice message? It really inspired and blessed me” but never truly valued what they heard to the extent that they gave place to that truth in their heart and began to apply it to their life. Even though this person heard the Word of God and accepted it, they did not truly honor the Word. If we do not show the proper respect to the things of God like this, our heart will stunt the growth and production of that truth in our life. 
I think Jacob is a great example of having an honorable heart… He was not perfect, by any means. His name in itself meant “deceiver.” But his redeeming virtue was that he had a heart that honored the things of God- even to the point where he deceived his brother Esau to get God’s blessing. This example shows us how much Jacob esteemed, valued, and respected the things of God because he was willing to do anything to get them. Esau, on the other hand, had no honor for the things of God but traded his birthright for a mere bowl of soup. Therefore, it should not surprise us that he did not produce any fruit in his life for God. 
But what we need to understand is that both Jacob and Esau were, no doubt, taught about the things of God from an early age by their father Isaac. So they both heard the same truths and were taught the same principles. The difference in the fruit of Jacob & Esau’s lives, however, was not in the seed that was sown in their hearts; the difference was in the condition of each of their hearts. One honored, valued, and respected the things of God, and the other disesteemed them.  
You see, if we want to produce a harvest for God we must develop this noble heart that first of all recognizes the things of God as being valuable and then treasures them more than anything else. This is the first step to fruitfulness.  

A PURE HEART

But Jesus not only called this heart that produced a hundredfold harvest a “noble heart.” He called it a “noble and good heart.” 
So what is a “good” heart? We have heard this terminology used in reference to people when someone is said to have a “good heart,” but what does it literally mean to have a good heart? Well, to find our answer, let’s look at the example of our physical heart… What makes a physical heart a “good” heart? A good heart muscle would be classified as a strong and healthy heart muscle, wouldn’t it? 
Then the real question that begs to be answered is: What would make our spiritual heart a healthy heart? I believe God sees our heart as healthy when it is pure. Just as when our physical heart muscle is healthy when it is void of blockages and disease, likewise our spiritual heart is healthy when it is void of wrong motives, evil intentions, and worldly desires. 
The Bible has a lot to say about having a pure heart, and I see this as the main difference between the other three kinds of grounds described by Jesus in His parable and the good ground… 
We already made the point that the good ground was not the ground that had the most, but was the ground that had the least. Well, a pure heart would be a heart that was not contaminated or defiled by this world or the sin in it. It is a clean heart- that is, good ground- which is void of the stones, thorns, or other things that would contaminate the ground and make it harder to produce the seeds planted in it. 
Now we need not mistake a good heart with good behavior. While a good heart will most definitely be accompanied by some good and decent behavior, a good heart that is capable of producing a hundredfold harvest does not mean the person will have perfect behavior. One’s heart can be good ground and still have bad fruit. This is evidenced by the fact that the bad seed has flourished so prominently. Let me explain this… 

I have witnessed that those who used to indulge themselves in the worst sin are the ones that have the hearts that end up producing the most for God when they turn to Him. Why is this? I believe one reason is because of the condition of the heart… For example, many times these gross sinners love the world to the extent that they give their whole heart to its indulgences. But you know what? When this type of sinner receives the truth, they oftentimes give that same 100% devotion to righteousness that they had for unrighteousness. You have seen these Christians (maybe you are one)… They turn their lives over to the Lord and are fireballs- zealous for the things of God and 100% committed, and they oftentimes produce the most fruit for God.   

You see, some people seem like very good people outwardly- that is, they say all the right things and seem to do all the right things, but their heart is far from the Lord. They have an appearance of spirituality but their heart is divided, being double minded. Having this kind of impure heart will stunt the growth of God’s Word in one’s life. It is only those whose hearts are good and pure- being destitute of anything that would block the flow of the life of God- that have the ability to produce a hundredfold harvest. 
HOLD FAST TO WHAT YOU HAVE!

But Jesus went on to say that a noble and good heart was not all that is needed... That is just the condition the heart needs to be in to bear a hundredfold harvest. He said that not only is the hundredfold believer’s heart honorable and pure but this heart will “keep it.” This type of heart will “keep” what? They will keep the seed that was sown in it! Let me explain… 
Do you remember what happened to the first type of heart- the wayside ground? Jesus said that when this heart heard the Word, it did not understand it and Satan came immediately to steal the Word that was sown in it. In His parable, He used the analogy of birds coming and eating the seeds that were sown by the wayside. So what this type of ground failed to do was it failed to “keep” the seed that was sown in it and allowed that fowl- the devil- to take it from them. 

Did you know that one of the biggest challenges in farming or gardening is keeping the seed and its fruit? 

Anyone who has ever tried to grow a crop knows that you must do whatever is necessary to protect your ground from the insects and animals that will attempt to devour your harvest. Like in Jesus’ parable, there are birds and other animals that will attempt to dig up and devour the seeds that are planted in the ground. And then, if you get past the stage of the seed, you will have predators that will then try and consume the harvest that comes from the seed. You can put up an electric fence to try and keep the animals out of your garden and you still will have the insects to deal with or you can spray down your plants with insecticide and you will still have the animals to deal with. Protecting your crop is hard work! It requires preparation and it requires vigilance. And your heart is no different… 
As we saw last month, we must guard our heart with all diligence because the devil will attempt to keep us from bearing fruit by any means necessary. He will come into our field like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. He will come into our garden as a wolf in sheep’s clothing, not sparing the flock. He will subtly enter in as that cunning and crafty serpent and attempt to deceive us. He does all of this for one reason and one reason only- to devour any fruit that we could possibly produce! He will come at every stage of our growth… He will come immediately to steal the seed that was sown in our hearts and, if we get past this stage, he will come to devour the fruit that the seed produces.   

So how do we “keep” the Word that was sown in our hearts? Well, the phrase “keep it” comes from the Greek word katecho which means “to hold down or suppress.” This definition reminds me of what Jesus said multiple times to the 7 churches of Revelation: He said we must hold fast to what we have (Revelation 3:11). In this repeated exhortation, Jesus was emphasizing the absolute importance of holding fast to the truths that we have received and not letting go of our profession of faith. As previously stated, Satan’s aim is to rob us of any harvest we might produce, and he does this one of two ways: Either he comes in like a roaring lion, through tribulation and persecution, attempting to get us to quit or he comes in subtly like a wolf or a serpent trying to deceive us doctrinally. Either way, his goal is clear- It is to steal the Word! Therefore, we must value the things we have heard and initially embraced by “giving the more earnest heed to the things we have heard lest we drift away (Hebrews 2:1).” This is how we “keep” the seed and fruit that we have!  
DRIVE THRU BREAKTHROUGHS

And, last but not least, Jesus gave us one last quality and virtue of a hundredfold believer… He said those who bear thirty, sixty, and hundredfold harvest “bear fruit with patience.” 

This word “patience” is an extremely important part of the process for bearing a hundredfold harvest and is, therefore, very important for us to understand. Why? The reason for this is because our flesh desires “drive thru breakthroughs!” What do I mean by that? I mean everything in the carnal realm around us gravitates towards wanting things done yesterday and our flesh is no different. It does not like to wait and it wants everything as quick and as easy as possible. But the kingdom of God does not work this way… In almost every parable that Jesus spoke concerning the operation of the kingdom of God, He used the analogy of a seed. By these examples, we can see that the things in God’s kingdom operate according to same law of seedtime & harvest. Therefore, we should understand that becoming a hundredfold believer is a slow and methodical process just like the process of seedtime & harvest is slow and methodical. In fact, in one parable, Jesus spoke specifically of the growth of the seed as being slow and systematic- first the blade, then the ear, and then the full corn in the ear (Mark 4:28). 

You see, since the beginning of creation, the devil has sought to capitalize on the impatience that is in our flesh. For instance, when we do not see the fruit of the Spirit fully manifested in our lives and fail to display one of these attributes of God’s character, he will whisper in our ear how we should be more mature than that by now and we are, therefore, not where we need to be. He will heap on us this condemnation for one sole purpose, and it is not just to make us feel bad about ourselves; it is ultimately to get us to quit and let go of what we have heard! Staying with the analogy of a harvest, he will attempt to get us to dig up our plant that has grown so far because we are not as fruitful as we are capable of. This is one of the ways that he will attempt to steal the seed- by deceiving us into digging it up and throwing it away. 
I remember a time early in my walk when I was despairing over some carnal issues that I had yet to overcome in my life. You see, I had always been a perfectionist and that carried over into my Christianity. I wanted to be perfect and mature, lacking nothing yesterday! So Satan took advantage of this. He condemned me day in and day out. And there was this one particular time that I was frustrated and told God- “I am tired of continuously failing in these areas!” to which God responded by saying, “But look at how far I’ve brought you in such a short time!” pointing my focus away from the fruit I had not yet borne and back on the fruit that He had already produced. At this point in my walk I had only been born again for a couple of years and had grown light years, but what was taking place was the devil was using my desire for perfection to drive me into condemnation, thereby stunting my growth by throwing me into despair. But, thank God, the Lord put things into perspective for me and encouraged me that I was indeed growing; I just needed to be patient. 
But what we need to understand is that, if we just don’t quit, the fruit will come! It just takes time, and we do not need to let the enemy condemn us because we are not fully mature yet. The maturity will come, but there is a process that the seed must go through to get to the harvest: It takes a good period of time for the seed, immediately after it is planted, to put down its roots. Then, after it grows downward, it will begin to grow upward! And when it begins to spring up out of the ground, it will be another period of time before the plant comes to maturity and begins to bear its fruit. Fruitfulness is a process!
So here is our lesson: If we are going to see a harvest in our spiritual lives, we must understand that it is not going to happen overnight. It will take time just as it takes time for a harvest to take place in the natural. Becoming a hundredfold believer just takes time. Remember, it is by “faith and patience that we inherit the promises” (Hebrews 6:12).

Till next month… Maranatha! 











Victoriously,

There are some who have a heart like the wayside ground: They hear the Word but do not “keep” the Word that was sown on their hearts and Satan is able to steal it from them. Do you know what the “wayside” is? It describes the road. It describes the part of the ground that has been so well traveled that it is packed down and incapable of having seed penetrate it. Jesus also said that the traffic on this wayside “tramples” the seeds sown on it. To me this describes the heart that travels too close to the broad way that leads to destruction. In other words, it is a heart that is full of the world and too close to those lost in the world. Let me give you an example of what happens with this heart that loves the world… They might go and hear the world but because their heart is either incapable of receiving the Word through their love …………………or they are talked out of believing or trusting in what they hav   

