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THE HUNDREDFOLD BELIEVER part two

Greetings in the name of the God of Peace- the One who sanctifies us completely and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place we go!

We pray every one of you is being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God the Father! 

Let me begin this month’s Living Logos by giving you an update on a couple of things: 
Plans are quickly progressing for my trip to India, and again, I want to thank everyone who helped meet this need in fullness and abundance. God is good and will multiply your seed sown and give you to eat of its fruit. He is faithful who also will do it! Next month, I will give you a more detailed description of my itinerary, so stay tuned! 

As for the status of the incorporation of our ministry, our friend has completed the first half of the process by obtaining the name LIVING LOGOS MINISTRIES, INC. with the Georgia Secretary of State. He has also obtained our Employer Identification Number and drawn up our Articles of Incorporation. Now all that remains is filing our 501c-3 with the IRS and being recognized by them as a tax-exempt organization. We believe that this is going to be a great move for our ministry and will help launch us closer to what God has called us to do. Stay tuned!   

Just to recap- Last month, we began teaching on how a disciple of Christ can and should bear a fruitful harvest for the Father. We entitled this teaching- “The Hundredfold Believer.”
We talked about how every believer should endeavor to bear the maximum amount of fruit that he or she is capable of producing because our fruit is ultimately what glorifies our Divine Father and Husbandman. 
Then we asked the question: How do we bear a hundredfold harvest in our lives? The answer the Scriptures give us is that the same way that a natural harvest is produced is the same way we will produce fruit in our lives: First, we must have a seed because without a seed, a harvest will never be possible. Then that seed must be planted in good soil (of which we will learn about this month). And last but not least, we must have water and light because both of these are essential to the seed growing and producing its fruit.    

Last month, we spent basically our entire teaching on the importance of the seed… We described the seed as the “seed of God” which is the New Birth experience that comes through hearing the Word of God- the gospel of our salvation (see 1 Peter 1:23). We learned that the Word of God operates as a seed and, when planted in our hearts, begins to germinate in the ground of our hearts and will eventually produce more and more fruit in our outward man- first the blade, then the ear, and then the full corn in the ear. It is like a well that springs up within us unto everlasting life! Thank you Jesus! 

So this month, we are going to take a look at this second component needed to yield a hundredfold harvest- good soil (or, as the Bible calls it- good ground).  
There is no doubting the importance of the part that good soil plays in the production of a seed. Good soil is an integral part of that seed performing what it is programmed to produce. Likewise, good ground is a necessity in the life of a Christian in order to see the seed of God’s Word grow outwardly.

THE GROUND OF OUR HEART
So if the seed is the gospel of our salvation- the word of the kingdom- what is the ground that it is sown into? In Luke’s gospel, Jesus specifically referred to the ground as being the heart of man (Luke 8:12&15). This should be fairly obvious even if Jesus would not have specifically mentioned our heart, for where else could the Word have been sown on the inside of us? Our hearts are the ground that, when seeds are planted in it, will produce the fruit of the seeds planted therein.
How many of you know that it is usually not too difficult to recognize what kind of seeds someone has had planted in their heart? For example, if someone has a seed of offense that has been planted in their heart, then that seed will turn into a root of bitterness (Hebrews 12:15), and that bitterness will produce all manner of weeds in that person’s life. And these “weeds” are what make it apparent that there was a seed of offense planted. These weeds will spring up as hateful and defaming words about the person who offended them. These weeds will also spring up as strife and anger when they are around that person who offended them. This is just one example of how a bad seed is manifested. But this should show us the importance of our hearts because, just as it is with the earth, our hearts hold the power to produce whatever is planted in them.

You see, the earth’s soil does not discern what seeds are sown into it and then decide which ones to produce. It does not say, “I don’t want to produce these corn seeds that are planted in me. I think I will just produce tomatoes instead.” No, it does not have the ability to discern between good seed and bad seed. The earth will simply produce the fruit of whatever seed that is planted in it.
And our hearts are no different… Just like the earth’s soil, our hearts will just accept whatever seed we allow to be sown into it and then begin to produce the fruit of that seed. This is why it is so important that we watch what is sown into our hearts! It is because as a man thinks in his heart, so is he (Proverbs 7:21). Those seeds will determine what kind of garden we possess in our lives. Bad seeds=Bad fruit. Good seeds=Good fruit. It is just that simple.
THE FOUNTAINHEAD OF OUR HEART
The wisest king Israel ever had understood this very well… We see Solomon exhorting us in Proverbs 4:23 to guard our hearts with all diligence for out of it spring the issues of life. 
First of all, notice what Solomon says comes from the heart… He says out of it spring the issues of life! Now the words “spring” and “issues” give us a word picture that I believe is extremely helpful to understanding the heart… 
The word “issues” was oftentimes used in the times of the Old Testament to describe the “outgoings” of a body of water or you could say the “channels” that come from that body of water. So then when you combine this definition with the word “spring” the picture is painted of water that flows up out of our heart like a fountain or spring. 
But it is not water that Solomon says flows from our heart; He says that the issues in our life are what flow out of our heart. You see, many of the conditions of our life are directly tied to the condition of our heart. Whew, that was a powerful statement! Let me say it this way since we are talking about a spring of water: The purity and satisfaction of our life is determined by the fountainhead of our heart! If our heart is corrupt and impure then our life will be corrupt and impure. 
In the Middle East- especially during the days of Solomon- fountains and wells were watched over with special care. Why? It was because if the source of their water was contaminated, then their supply of water was useless. There were not many sources of water in those days, so they protected the ones that they had at all costs. It was vital for them to do that! Likewise, the part of us that all the issues of our life stem from must be protected at all costs, lest we allow the enemy to contaminate our life. This is a vital issue for us as well! 

GUARDING THE HEART

But not only do we see the analogy of a wellspring being used, but we also see the analogy of a garden… 
Any of us who have ever had a garden understand fully well that it takes work to keep a productive garden. In many cases, if you do not spray it down with insecticides or put an electric fence around it, different kinds of bugs and animals will devour your harvest. Likewise, our hearts are like the garden and we must keep it with all diligence. 
Let’s now look at this phrase- “Keep your heart with all diligence”… The word “keep” literally means “to guard.” It describes keeping something in a safe, secret place, and then, guarding that place. So S0lomon was saying that we are to keep our heart in a safe and secret place similar to how we would keep our wallet, checkbook, or jewelry in a safe and secret place. 
Did you know that in the world an extremely valuable jewel is oftentimes placed in a high security vault with all kinds of motion detectors etc? And they do this for a rock which only has temporal value! How much more, should we apply this same kind of diligent guarding to our heart, which has eternal value? 
Notice what Solomon goes on to say… He says that we are to guard our heart “with all diligence.” Actually the Hebrew word for “diligence” here means “keeping or guarding.” That’s right… It has the same meaning as the word “guard” at the beginning of this verse! So what the first portion of this verse literally says is- “Guard your heart above everything else you guard!” In other words, the Holy Spirit through Solomon was saying that the most important thing you have to guard is your heart! Therefore, guard your heart more than you would guard your most valuable possessions! 

So if the ground of our heart is so vital to the seed’s ability to do what it is programmed to do, we ought to pay particular attention to Jesus’ Parable of the Sower which deals directly with the different conditions of the heart of man. 
Therefore, at this point of this teaching, I want us to go toLuke’s account of this parable and begin to look at the 4 different kinds of hearts that hear the gospel that Jesus described… These four different kinds (or better yet, “conditions”) of hearts according to Jesus’ teaching are the wayside ground, the stony ground, the thorny ground, and, last but not by any means the least, the good ground.  

THE WAYSIDE HEART

In Luke chapter 8, Jesus began his parable by describing the Wayside Ground (vs. 5&12)… Jesus taught that those with this type of heart are those who, although they heard the Word, failed to ever retain the seed, much less ever see any growth. 
So what are the characteristics of this wayside ground? These are those who are “by the wayside”… 
Now the word “wayside” describes a road or path where people traveled. Therefore, I would describe the wayside as the heart of the person who was on the “broad path that leads to destruction” (Matthew 7:13). In other words, this person is someone who might have heard the gospel but because their heart is so associated and attached to this world, they will not retain the seed. 
You see, this “wayside heart” loves the way of the world and is attached to its general direction. Therefore, their manner of life and mentality is diametrically opposed to the ways of God’s Kingdom. Therefore, for them to repent (i.e. to turn and go in the opposite direction) is unlikely since their heart is inclined towards the course of this world (see Ephesians 2:2).  
Now the word “by” from the phrase “by the wayside” is an important part to understanding this particular type of ground… It comes from the Greek word para, which is where we get our word “parallel” from. Therefore, Jesus was saying that those by the wayside are those who are positioned right next to the course of this world. So this type of heart might not be completely lost in the middle of that “flood of dissipation” (see 1 Peter 4:4) but because they run “parallel” to it, the Gospel is stolen from their heart and never fully embraced. The people with this type of heart are not utterly wicked as evidenced by the fact that they at least listened to the truth. But because their hearts are positioned “alongside of” the world’s mindset and philosophies, they will not receive the truth.   
Jesus also gives us another way in which this rejection of the truth occurs… He said that because this ground was positioned next to the road, the seed was “trampled down” (vs.5). This describes how when those, with a wayside type of heart, hear the truth that those truths are “trampled down” by the thoughts and opinions of the world around them. For instance, they might have either friends or family that they place such a high value on their opinion and approval, that when their acquaintances either give them advice to “forget all that Christian nonsense” or they show their disapproval for them even listening to that “weak-minded religious stuff”, they let go of the truth and allow the enemy to steal the Word that was sown in their heart. This is why Jesus said His disciples are those who love Him and His kingdom more than anything else- which includes their own families and even their own life (Matt 10:37&38). And this is because if we place a greater value on the thoughts and opinions of anyone else, we are showing our true allegiance and, therefore, not seeking first the kingdom of God. 
So one of the first keys to producing a hundredfold harvest in our lives is that we cannot have a heart that is positioned by the wayside…In other words, we must love God more than all that is in the world (1 John 2:15-17)- which includes the obvious sinful things and the things that are not necessarily wrong but can be hindrances. The reason this is so important is because if there is anything that you love more than Him, you can bet the bank that the devil will tempt you with that idol. 
THE STONY HEART

The next kind of ground Jesus mentioned was the Stony Ground (vs. 6&13)… Jesus described this type of heart as the ground that is predominantly dry, hard, and rocky instead of rich soil. 
This, obviously, is not a ground that is conducive to bearing a mighty harvest. Why? Because, even though the seed will continue to produce what it is programmed to produce by growing above the ground, the root will not be able to draw the necessary moisture and nutrients needful to sustain the plant. Therefore, when adverse weather conditions come, the plant will not have what is necessary to outlast the tough conditions.     

I believe this type of heart describes those with what the Bible refers to as having a hardened heart… 
So what is a hardened heart? Perhaps the greatest example we have in Scripture of someone with a hardened heart is the Pharaoh of Egypt… This corrupt man would do evil and not heed the voice of the Lord but when the plagues were unleashed on his kingdom he would change his mind and heed God’s voice. We see this changing of his mind - back and forth in between the tribulations and the relief from those tribulations. So, you see, an evil type of hardened heart is one that, when conditions are good, will rebel against the things of God, but when conditions are bad, will show signs of repentance and turn to God. 
Now Pharaoh typified the common view of what a hardened heart looks like which is totally opposed to the things of God, but did you know that this is only one type of a hardened heart? The Scriptures reveal to us that even the people of God can have hardened hearts as well. Yes, we are told that everyone from the children of Israel (Hebrews 3:8) to Jesus’ very own disciples (Mark 6:52) had hardened hearts. 
But here is the difference between the hardened heart that Pharaoh had and the hardened heart God’s people can have… While a wicked type of hardened heart will not obey the Lord when the circumstances are comfortable but turn to the Lord in times of trouble, the other type of a hardened heart will seek the Lord in the good times but will, “in the time of temptation, fall away” (Luke 8:13). 
For example, in Mark 8:13-21, we have one of the greatest examples in Scripture of a follower of Christ having a hardened heart… In this example, Jesus described a hardened heart as one that fails to remember, perceive, or understand the things of God. You see, you can love the Lord and receive His Word and still have a heart that is insensitive to Him. When this is the case, a characteristic will be that one will get excited about the truths that they heard and then, when the hard times come, they seem to forget those truths and immediately begin to stumble. 
For example, say we are dealing with a sickness in our body and we hear a message on God’s will concerning healing: If we have a stony heart, we might receive that Word with joy and get excited about that truth, but then the next day, if the symptoms in our body get worse, our heart will let go of that truth we heard the day before and we will act like we never heard it. That is an example of a stony heart.     
So what is the solution to a hardened heart? It is in removing the “hardness” by making our hearts more sensitive to the things of God, so that we can have a better root system. This is exactly what will make us more consistent in our growth and will cause us to be rooted and established in the things of God. 

THE THORNY HEART

The third type of ground that Jesus mentioned was the Thorny Ground (vs. 7&14)… In a very detailed description of this type of heart, Jesus said that this thorn, infested ground chokes the good seed and stops its fruit from coming to maturity. 
But an important point that Jesus made about this type of heart was that these thorns were not necessarily there before the seed was sown! Verse 7 said that these thorns “sprang up with” the seed! The language here reveals to us that these thorns grew as the seed of the gospel was springing up! What an important lesson! 

You see, we must remain vigilant to guard our hearts from the thorns of this life because, just like weeds, they can spring up very easily and subtly. Have you ever noticed that you do not ever have to plant weeds in your garden for them to just “spring” up? They just seem to appear out of nowhere and have to be constantly tended to or they will overtake your garden. This is exactly how the thorns of life spring up in our heart. If left untended, the ground of our hearts will just tend towards bearing these weeds, briars, and thorns. They might not have been there when we first got saved, but they can spring up in our hearts at any point thereafter. This is why it is so important that we customize ourselves to monitoring our hearts on a consistent basis to make sure we have no thorns choking the production of the Word of God.   
So let’s look at what Jesus said these “thorns” were… He went on to describe them as the things of the world- “cares, riches, and pleasures of life” (vs.14). 

First of all, the word “cares” literally means “to divide the mind.” This denotes being double-minded and describes the concerns or distractions that try and overcome our heart. The enemy will oftentimes throw things into our lives that are not necessarily sin but are solely meant to distract us from where our focus should be. When we give our heart to the cares of this life and allow them to have our full attention, we are not fulfilling the great commandment of loving God with all of our heart. This is obviously a thorn that will choke the production of God’s Word in our heart. 
Another thorn Jesus described was “riches”… Matthew and Mark’s account of this parable further describe this particular thorn as “deceitfulness of riches.” Notice that it is not necessarily “riches” that are thorns, but it is “the deceitfulness of riches.” There are many who wrongfully quote 1 Timothy 6:10 as saying that money is the root of all evil, but that is not completely true: it is the love of money that is the root of all evil. You see, wealth and prosperity can be a great asset or it can be a great enemy… If we would not serve money but rather let it serve us by being a blessing to others, then wealth will not be able to choke our spiritual development. It is only when we allow money to deceive us into thinking, for instance, that we have to have it or that it is going to make us happy that it becomes a thorn in our heart. Therefore, it is trusting in riches that will hinder our growth and fruitfulness.
And, last but not least, Jesus referred to these thorns as “the pleasures of life.” The “pleasures of life” would describe all the natural things that God has given us in life that are pleasurable. Again, this is not necessarily just referring to sinful or wicked things: it also refers to the things that we have in life that are enjoyable and fun. As the Apostle Paul said, there are things that are not necessarily unlawful but they are not helpful or edifying either. Even these good things of life that God gives us can beset and hinder our spiritual production if they are not kept in their proper place of priority and importance. In his account of this parable, Mark described this particular thorn as the “desires for other things.” This shows us that it is when our heartfelt desire is for these pleasurable things of life that they become thorns. Again, God gives us richly all things to enjoy! He does not mind us having these things, but when these things start having us is when some pruning needs to take place.
Have you ever wondered why the signs and wonders that we see in God’s Word do not seem to occur as frequently in more prosperous countries as they do in the poorer countries? Certainly, there are miracles and healings that occur in these more powerful nations, but in many of the third world nations there are significantly more miracles and healings that occur when believers gather. Why is this? I personally believe it is described right here in this type of ground… 
You see, when a people are encompassed with the number of distractions, wealth, and comforts that these more prosperous nations have, thorns more easily spring up. It is then that these thorns “choke” the production that God wills in our communities. Therefore, if we want to see the full harvest that God desires to work through our lives, we must guard our hearts from these weeds and thorns that are meant to hinder the Word’s growth in our lives. 

Next month, we will take a look at the fourth and final type of heart- the good ground- which is the one that produced some thirty, some sixty, and some a hundredfold harvest! This is where I pray we all desire to grow towards! You will not want to miss it! 
Till next month… Maranatha!  










Victoriously,

