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THE HUNDREDFOLD BELIEVER part one

Greetings in the name of the Father of lights- in whom there is no darkness, not even the shadow of turning!
Thanks be to God that we can trust in His Name, knowing that He is always good and that He never changes. This is so reassuring to know that we serve a God of mercy, grace, and love and that He is the same yesterday, today, and forevermore! 
For those of you who were not aware of my upcoming mission’s trip, I announced last month that I am headed to India at the end of August! I am excited about this step of faith that I believe the Lord has orchestrated and ordained! To learn more you can go to my website @ www.treydickerson.com and read last month’s Living Logos newsletter entitled “The Heart of Giving.”  

I would like to thank all of you out there who have already supported me in my trip to India. As previously stated, I am extremely excited about this opportunity and I appreciate all of you who have become a part of making this happen! God is faithful, who gives seed to the sower and bread for food! He supplies all of our needs and where He guides, He provides! Thank you for being a part of this provision and becoming a partner with me in sharing the gospel. 

I am so pleased to announce that I have already received $2,2oo of the $2,500 needed! If you feel led to support me and would like a tax deductible receipt, you can just make your checks payable to New Covenant Worship Center and mail those checks to me. I will then mail them to the church who will give you your receipt at the end of the year. If receiving a tax deductible receipt is not important to you, you can just make your checks payable to me and I will put them towards my expenses. Anything that I receive above the $2,500 for my expenses will be used to benevolently help the people of God there. Thank you for your consideration! 
Let me take a moment this month to update you on some other happenings with our ministry…

I am extremely excited to announce that we have begun the process of incorporating our ministry and obtaining our tax exempt status with the government! 
I have wanted to move in this direction for some time now but I have been hesitant with the additional costs and responsibilities that come along with it. Well, not to go into a great amount of detail, but the Lord has supernaturally put us in touch with a man who has been a HUGE blessing to us in this new venture for our ministry. God is SO good and meets all of our needs to the full and in abundance! Thank you Jesus! So as he works on this for us (which takes several months) we will keep you updated on its progress. 

In the Bible Study that I lead every Tuesday night, I am currently teaching on the subject of joy through the Book of Philippians. I have entitled this study- The Epistle of Joy. 
This series has been phenomenal! Not that I am anything, but the revelation that comes from God alone is wonderful and full of wisdom and insight. Thus far, we have spent a good amount of time establishing our hearts in the grace of God. It has been so timely and beneficial to the solid group that we have attending.  

As I sought the Lord for the direction He would have us go after we finished our last topic, I felt the Lord impress me to begin studying the Book of Philippians. Then through the process of several days, the Lord began to open up to me how the Apostle Paul’s “Epistle of Joy” held all the keys to having and maintaining a joy-filled life. Every main subject that Paul dealt with in his letter to the Philippians is a lesson on how to stay full of joy. Much of this was fresh and new revelation for me. 
As He began to reveal to me these truths, the Holy Spirit also showed me how this series is going to be my second book! Hopefully, this new project will be completed sometime in 2012, and I can guarantee you it is going to be crammed full of extremely valuable nuggets that will lead God’s people from a life of depression & discouragement and into a life of joy & happiness. Stay tuned!
As for this month’s teaching, I had on my heart to begin sharing a message that was one of the first sermons the Lord ever gave me entitled “The Hundredfold Believer.” 
What do I mean by a “hundredfold believer?” I get this terminology from Jesus’ teaching of the Parable of the Sower in Mark chapter 4, Matthew chapter 13 & Luke chapter 8: In this parable, there was a sower who sowed the Word and there were four different grounds that the Word was sown into- the wayside, stony, thorny, and good ground. These four types of ground describe the hearts of every man that hears the gospel of the kingdom. The good ground is the ground that produced the greater harvest- some thirty, some sixty, and others a hundredfold. 
So a hundredfold believer is a Christian who not only has the Word sown in their heart, but brings forth the maximum harvest from that seed sown. In other words, a hundredfold believer is an extremely fruitful Christian that reaches his or her full potential and produces change in him or herself and in others.  
FRUIT THAT GLORIFIES 

Becoming a hundredfold believer should be the primary aspiration of every Christian. We should all strive to be as fruitful as we can possibly be and give God the maximum return on His investment within us. This is our reasonable service for all the grace and mercy that God has given us (see Romans 12:2). We are to bear as much fruit as possible in order to give God all the glory possible!
Jesus said in John 15:8- ‘By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit…” Is there any greater desire for us to have than to glorify the One who granted us eternal life? Absolutely not! We owe it to our Heavenly Father to glorify and exalt Him in all that we are and all that we do. And excellence in performance and production is the best way to bring glory to any father. 
Have you ever seen a father just grin from ear to ear and glow with pride when his son, for example, performs some great athletic feat or produces some excellent job function? Well, God is no different! When we produce fruit, He is glorified, exalted, and magnified in the eyes of those observing us. 
How does this glorify Him? By the fruit they see in our day to day lives- everything from supernatural peace working in us to supernatural power flowing from us- they will see the goodness and grace of our Heavenly Father. They will recognize that this fruit they see is not natural and, therefore, is not something that we could produce on our own. They will then be forced to recognize that this fruit came from a supernatural source and our Christian profession will become more valid than ever. Our God will, therefore, be glorified!       
THE INGREDIENTS TO A HUNDREDFOLD HARVEST

So the question that begs to be answered is- How do we yield this hundredfold harvest? Or better yet-What is needed to bring forth fruit for the glory of our Father? 
Well, this is what we are going to spend the next few months talking about: How to become a hundredfold believer! Some of these things might not be new and exciting revelations for some of us but I can promise you that they are all that is needed to bear fruit for God, for God is into simplicity to where even a child can walk in these truths. The moment we complicate the gospel is the moment we have left the truth of the gospel. 
So let’s answer this question: What is needed to become a hundredfold believer? 
To find the answer, we need look no further than the laws that govern seedtime & harvest in this natural world around us! The same components that are necessary to bearing fruit in the natural are the same components that are needed to bearing fruit in the spiritual as well. 
So what are these components? There are four things you must possess to have a harvest:
1. Seed – Without a seed there is not even going to be the opportunity for a harvest because it is where the fruit originates from. The seed is the most important part to this process, for without a seed you will never even have the opportunity to grow any plant- much less have any fruit.
2. Fertile Ground – Good soil is the second most important aspect. If the seed is not sown on good ground, it will never have the opportunity to produce what it is programmed to produce. Depending on the soil, the seed might produce a little and it might not produce anything. 
3. Water – The seed then needs hydration. Even rich soil needs a good dose of water from time to time. From the time it is a small seed till it becomes a full grown plant, it is absolutely dependent on being fed by water. No moisture = No growth. 
4. Light – Plants are also dependent on the sun- its light and the heat it produces. Plants grow towards the light (phototrophic). The sun is the engine that drives everything and is the source of all energy. Therefore, sunlight is vital to the growth of the plant.
If you just have these four things you can absolutely expect to see a hundredfold harvest! 
So let’s begin this month by talking about the first of these four necessary elements and how it applies to our spiritual production for God…

ALL YOU NEED IS GOD’S SEED

First, we have to have the seed… So what is this spiritual seed that is so essential to our becoming a hundredfold believer? To find the answer we need look no further than Jesus’ Parable of the Sower…

Jesus said that the seed is the Word of God (Mark 4:14)! More specifically, Matthew called the Word- “the word of the kingdom” (Matthew 3:19). So Jesus said in this parable that the seed that is sown in our hearts is the Word of God. 
Now, in context, Jesus was not specifically referring to the written Word (i.e. the Bible), but rather to the Gospel- the communicated word concerning Jesus and the salvation that He has provided. We know this because it is obvious that his parable is referring to four different types of people: Those who do not receive the message (i.e. the wayside), those who do receive it but fail to bring forth fruit because of either uncomfortable or comfortable circumstances (i.e. stony & thorny ground), and those who produce a harvest (i.e. good ground). Therefore, the seed sown is the good news that is proclaimed- the gospel of the kingdom- and is the seed that begins this whole process of fruitfulness.

You see, Jesus was showing us in this parable that when we heard and received the gospel- whether it be from the pulpit or one on one- that a seed was planted in our hearts. But this seed has not been put in us to just lie dormant. It has a purpose and a mission as any seed does. The purpose of God’s seed is to work underneath- in the ground of our heart- and then grow to manifest fruit in our outward man! In other words, the work of the seed God placed in us is to produce fruit in us, from the inside out. The salvation initially takes place within us when we are redeemed and justified but then that seed will start to systematically produce that same salvation on the outside. And the good news is that the seed does the work!
THE POWER OF A SEED

You see, this is the power of a seed… It holds the power to produce the image on the inside of it and needs no outside help!

In 1 Thessalonians 2:13 the Apostle Paul says that when these believers received the Word that they heard from him they received it as the Word of God. And then he adds at the end– “which also effectively works in you who believe.” I love the Amplified Bible’s exposition of this last phrase of verse 13! It says- “exercising its superhuman power in those who adhere to and trust in and rely on it.” 

Did you know that the seed of God’s Word contains superhuman power? That means that its ability to grow and produce fruit goes beyond human ability and human intellect. It’s superhuman! Just like man has never (and will never) be able to reproduce the supernatural, reproducing power of a seed, likewise nothing can be substituted for God’s process of fruitfulness. 

A seed is programmed to produce by itself and that is what Paul was saying that the Seed of God’s Word was doing- it was producing by itself. You see, that new nature on the inside of us is effectively working in us to produce the fruit that it has programmed in it. 
In Mark chapter 4 Jesus gave us another parable that teaches us how the kingdom of God operates… 
In verse 27 He said, speaking of the seed that is sown, “…it sprouts and grows, but he himself (the one who sowed it) does not know how.” This is God’s plan for our spiritual production- to supernaturally produce a harvest through us. He recreates our spirits, giving us the nature of Jesus, and then lets that seed begin to sprout and grow until we are bearing His fruit. And all this occurs to where we don’t even know how it happened. God wants to be given the glory for our growth and He will only be glorified if He (and not us) produces the increase. That is the power of the Seed!  

THE DNA OF GOD

The Apostle Peter elaborates on this same truth contained in the Parable of the Sower in his first epistle…
1 Peter 1:23 says that we have been born again of incorruptible seed not corruptible seed, through the Word of God which lives and abides forever. In other words, a born again experience (that which is necessary to obtain salvation) occurs when we hear the Word concerning Jesus and that incorruptible seed is planted in our hearts. 

Now Peter had another kind of seed in mind here… He is referring not to a seed of a plant, but to the seed of a man… 
The Greek word used in this verse for “seed” is sperma- which is obviously where we get our word “sperm” from.  Peter was saying that just as we are physically born after the seed of a man is planted in the womb of a woman, likewise we are spiritually born again after the seed of God is planted in our hearts. Yes, the analogy is correct… When one is born again, he or she has received God’s spiritual seed! 

Now we understand that the seed of a man is the carrier of all the nature and attributes of the man that it originated from. Therefore, it should not surprise us that the seed of God that we receive when we hear and receive the gospel contains the nature and attributes of our Heavenly Father! Wow! That is a powerful truth! 
Romans 8:9-11 says that when we were born again we received “the Spirit of Christ.” The Spirit of Christ is the born again spirit we inherited when we made Jesus the Lord and Savior of our lives. You see, when we were born into this earth we inherited the “spirit of Adam,” which was the fallen nature of man that made us spiritually dead. But when we received Christ we inherited His Spirit that gave us His nature and made us spiritually alive. The Seed that was sown in us is the Spirit of Christ.

And we know from Scripture that we are spiritually recreated in His likeness and image which includes His holiness and righteousness (Ephesians 4:24). The reason this is possible is because we have been born of Him! This changes everything- as Paul said, “Old things have passed away. Behold, all things become new!” 
This is why the Apostle John said in 1 John 3:9– “Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.” 
What this verse is saying is that when we are born again we will not continue to practice sin because we have become new creations and, therefore, no longer have the same sinful tendencies. Certainly, we do still commit sins after we are born again. That is not what John was saying. He was saying that the difference between our former life in the world and our new life with Christ is that our nature has changed and the lack of awareness of sin and the desire for sin has been crucified with Christ. We now have the law of God written on our hearts and have God’s divine nature that causes us to desire the things He loves and abhor the things He hates. 
Therefore, when we receive the truth of God’s Word, we become born again. This is when God’s divine nature is placed within us- when we receive God’s “seed.” This means that we have received His divine DNA! (Quick little nugget: Did you know they say DNA actually forms letters and words? We are created by His Word!) 
When we were born again, we received a new nature that will compel us to grow up to be like our Daddy. Just like we grew up to resemble our natural parents in appearance and personality, likewise we will grow up to resemble our Heavenly Father in spiritual appearance and personality. It is in our spiritual DNA!
Therefore, when we heard the Gospel and it impacted us, the seed of God was placed in our hearts and we were born again. Hallelujah, the Gospel was God’s divine seed that impregnated us and now Christ is being magnified in us until we end up having the same testimony as the Apostle Paul in Galatians 2:20- “It is no longer I who live but Christ living in me!” Glory to God! 
THE INCORRUPTIBLE SEED
But another point that 1 Peter 1:23 was making is that, naturally speaking, when one is born into this world, that natural seed that he or she is born from has death abiding in it. Therefore, mankind is corruptible. Eventually, after we have grown and matured, we will begin to decline and will eventually die. Our physical bodies will begin to become wrinkled, spotted and will begin to slow down. This is the inevitable consequence of the curse of sin that is in this world. 
Of course, we as believers have the ability to supernaturally live above this curse ridden society to a certain degree but there are certain things that are inevitable such as physical death. This is just a part of being born of “corruptible seed.”  

But the good news is that although the outward man is perishing, when one is born again, the inward man is renewed day by day (2 Corinthians 4:16)! This means that although our physical self has death abiding in it, the spiritual part of us never ages! It maintains the same newness and perfection day after day! In the spiritual, eternal realm we do not go from birth to death; we go from glory to glory! Our flower will never fade! Hallelujah! This is the beauty of the new birth!
The seed of God has no death abiding in it- only life everlasting! Therefore, we are born again of an incorruptible seed because the Word of God lives and abides forever! Hallelujah! We now have eternal life!   
YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN
So can you see why receiving the seed of God is so important? Without a seed, no harvest is possible much less a hundredfold harvest. This is why Jesus said, you must be born again (John 3:7). Without being truly converted and receiving the Spirit of Christ, you will never be able to enter the kingdom of God (John 3:5). It does not matter how many good works you do or how many wrong things you avoid. 
All you need is God’s seed! This is grace, and it is receiving this perfect work of grace that begins this whole process of fruitfulness. So if you want to become a hundredfold believer, you must first become a truly born-again believer- having God’s seed placed in your heart. 
It is not hard to identify if you have had this born again experience because when you are born again, you will know it: A change will have taken place to where, as we previously described, your desires will have changed. You will seem to know in your heart between right and wrong. Your conscience will be revived. With some that were living in gross sins (like myself), there will be even a more radical change… The sky will be bluer. The grass will be greener. And there will be a joy and peace come over you like nothing you have ever experienced. In short, a born again experience will create a change in your life. You have become a new creation where now, many of the old things you did and desired have died and there is newness of life. 
It is important that we judge ourselves to see whether we are even in the faith (2 Corinthians 13:5), for it would be an awful thing to die- thinking that because we went to church or did some good deeds that we are true Christians. We need to know that we know the Lord! Verily, verily I say to you- You must be born again- of incorruptible seed- through the Word of God which lives and abides forever! This is the only way to eternal life! (If you are not certain that you are born again and would like to speak to someone about how to receive this assurance, feel free to write or email me and I would be happy to lead you into this marvelous experience).   

So receive God’s seed if you have not already! And if you have, let that seed germinate and grow within you! And, next month, we will begin to learn practically how to do this.

Again, I would like to thank all of you for your prayerful and financial support of my trip to India. It means a lot to me to know you believe in God’s calling on my life and that you desire to partner with me in fulfilling His call. God’s richest blessings be upon you and yours!

Maranatha! 
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GROUND

In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus shares how the process of a natural harvest is similar to the process of a believer’s spiritual production (see Mark 4 & Luke 8). 

The second most important part of our spiritual harvest is having fertile ground. The ground is our hearts! This is explained in the Parable of the Sower! Jesus taught in this parable the four different kinds of hearts and how they produce the seed that is sown in them. 

So the condition of our hearts must be extremely important to our progress in spirituality. Religion does not emphasis the importance of the condition of our hearts. It just focuses on our external works. But that is not God’s main focus. God looks at the heart and not on the external things (1 Sam. 16:7). God would rather have someone with a heart that seeks after Him and stumbles a lot than someone who’s heart is far from Him but still goes to church and does good works.

So let’s look at these four types of hearts that Jesus explains in His parable in Luke chapter 8… 

The first one He mentions is Wayside Ground (vs. 5&12). These are those who are “parallel” (Def. of “by” in vs.5) to the world’s system (i.e. “wayside”).  They are traveling on that “flood of dissipation” (see 1 Peter 4:4) which is the flow of the world’s ideas and pursuits. These people love the world and all that is in it. They are obsessed with their jobs, their hobbies, their friendships, their families, etc. In other words, these people are on the “broad path that leads to destruction” (see Matthew 7:13).This manner of life is diametrically opposed to God’s Kingdom. The phrase “trampled down” (vs.5) describes how when the seeds falls on this type of ground that it is usually “trampled down” by the thoughts and opinions of the world. People with this type of heart place such a high value on man’s opinion and love man’s approval more than they love the truth that the enemy is able to come and snatch away the seed that was sown in their heart. If we want to produce a hundredfold harvest in our lives we must love God more than the world!

The next kind of ground mentioned is Stony Ground (vs. 6&13). These are a type of those with “hardened hearts.” A hardened heart is not just an all around opposition to the things of God. Jesus rebuked His disciples several times for their hardness of heart. Evidently a believer can have a hardened heart in certain areas. For instance, some Christians can be sensitive to witnessing and soul winning but have their heart hardened in other areas such as healing and prosperity. In Mark 8:13-21, Jesus said a hardened heart will not retain, perceive, nor understand whatever it is hardened to. In other words, whatever your heart is sensitive to is what it will remember. We must keep our hearts sensitive to the Lord in all areas if we want to produce the kind of fruit that we are capable of. How do we develop sensitivity? By the Word of God! Jesus said this ground produced but withered away “because it lacked moisture.” As we will find out later, the water is the Word of God. The only way we will develop sensitivity in the different areas of the Word is to spend time in the Word and let it refresh our hearts. If we allow our hearts to be hardened to the Lord in any way the enemy will exploit that weakness and hinder our spiritual productivity!

The third ground mentioned by Jesus is the Thorny Ground (vs. 7&14). He said that this type of heart is in love with the rewards of the world- “cares, riches, and pleasures of life” (vs.14). And these thorns were not necessarily there before the seed was even sown. Verse 7 said that these thorns “sprang up with” the seed. That means that they grew as the seed started to grow! We must always be careful to guard our hearts from the thorns of this life. These materialistic things will try and creep up in our hearts from time to time and destroy the production of the seed in our hearts. The word “cares” literally means “to divide the mind” (i.e. being double minded). This describes “concerns or distractions.” The enemy will oftentimes throw things into our lives that are not necessarily sin but are solely meant to distract us from where our focus should be. Another thorn Jesus described was “riches.” Matthew and Mark’s account of this parable say “deceitfulness of riches.” Prosperity can be a great asset or it can be a great enemy. God wants us to have more than enough so we will have an abundance for every good work but many believers get deceived by “riches” and end up spending it on their own lusts. We need to always ask ourself the question- “Why do I really want more? Is it for His kingdom or mine?” Next Jesus called thorns the “pleasures of this life.” Mark’s account says- “desires for other things.” Like I said before, it is not that all these things are necessarily wrong. It is just a matter of if these things are distracting us from our proper focus. If we allow these desires for other things to spring up in our hearts they will truly hinder the harvest that we are capable of producing!

The fourth and final ground Jesus mentioned is the Good Ground (vs. 8&15). He said that when people with this type of heart hear the Word that they hear it with a “noble and good heart.” What does this mean- “a noble and good heart”? “Noble” means “honorable.” So people with this type of heart “honor” the Word that they heard through their respect and a high esteem of it. So many people hear the Gospel but they do not truly respect or esteem it. When we view the Word with dishonor our heart will not be in the condition to produce a great harvest. A good heart would be a heart that is void of hatred and full of kindness. People with this type of heart are most likely to produce a hundredfold in their lives but a noble and good heart is not all that is needed. Jesus said that they “keep it.” This phrase comes from the Greek word “katecho” which means “to hold down or suppress.” This denotes the value you place on the Gospel. If you value something you will hold it aggressively. And one very important thing to understand is what Jesus said about the fruit bearing stage. He said they “bear fruit with patience.” This spiritual growth and production that we are talking about is not going to happen overnight. It will take time just as it takes time for a harvest to take place in the natural. We cannot let the enemy condemn us because we are not perfect. He will try to make us despair over our imperfections to the point of just quitting but we have to be patient. Becoming a hundredfold believer just takes time. It is by “faith and patience that we inherit the promises” (Hebrews 6:12).

We cannot worry about the seed. The seed already has been programmed and knows what to produce. Our focus just needs to be on the condition of the ground. Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” It is our responsibility to tend our hearts and keep them in the right condition. And we do this not by adding something but by removing things. The ground does not become good ground by adding something, but by removing things. We have to guard our hearts from the road (the world), rocks (insensitivity), and thorns (distractions
Maranatha!  
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