VOLUME 56 May 2011

THE HEART OF GIVING
Greetings in the name of the God of all grace- the One who meets all of our needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus!
We pray this, the 56th edition of our Living Logos newsletter, finds you full and abounding in the grace of God!

Before we get into this month’s teaching, we have some very exciting news to share with you this month… I am going on a mission’s trip to India in August of this year! Let me give you a brief background to how this came about… 
Many of you are aware that upon printing my book- The Believer’s Battle Plan- here in the States, we also had 1,000 printed and distributed throughout the nation of India. Well, through this project, I have received several invites to come and hold a variety of different kinds of meetings. So, this year it seemed good to Shannon and I to make some of these requests happen. 

So here are the logistics: I will fly out of Atlanta on Friday, August the 26th and will be returning Saturday, September the 3rd. I will be flying into the city of Chennai- one of their larger cities located on the east coast of Southern India- and will be ministering at the Charis Bible College located there. 
This satellite school is established and run by a few of my fellow CBC graduates- Russ, David, & Judith Forgoston. They are good friends of mine, with a wonderful call to this nation full of precious people. We will also have the opportunity to minister the love of God through several different avenues outside of the school as well.  
I am so excited about this opportunity to share the Word of God to our brothers and sisters in India. God has opened these doors for our ministry and I know that He has a powerful purpose for orchestrating this mission’s trip. He has shown me some ways that He plans on using me over there and, let me tell you, it will be extremely fruitful! He has laid on my heart what I should be expecting from Him in regards to Him using me and it will be phenomenal. 

Now I would like to ask you to please consider partnering with me in this mission trip. As you could probably imagine traveling across the globe is not cheap and the accommodations once I am there add up over a week’s period of time. The cost for this trip that I am looking at is roughly around $2,500- and that is on the low end. 

Just think about it: The opportunity to share the Word from God and one word could revolutionize their ministry! How awesome would that be!?! Discipling leaders has always been a passion of mine and I believe God has put things inside of me to greatly benefit them and their ministries. This most assuredly is not going to be a vacation; this is a mission! Please consider joining me in this mission. 

If you feel led to partner with me in this, we have a way for your gifts to be tax deductible. Just make your checks payable to New Covenant Worship Center (or just, NCWC). There is no need to notate the purpose for your gifts on your check because I have enclosed a return addressed envelope to myself so that I can keep a tally of who gave and how much. I will then mail these to NCWC where they will filter your gifts through their church and return the money to me to use for my expenses. Therefore, just make your checks payable to them and mail them to me. (I have included a return addressed envelope along with a slip to record your personal information.)   

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of becoming partners with me on this trip. I whole-heartedly believe God has opened up this opportunity and that it will yield a harvest to last for all eternity. Thanks again for your support! 
Now, as for this month’s teaching, as I sought the Lord on what I should share with you this month, I felt impressed to teach on the heart behind our giving.
This is a subject that many believers are completely ignorant of. In the abundance of teachings on the importance of giving, we have left off the importance of the heart behind the gift. You see, it is not just the fact that we give something that is important, but it is the motive and the attitude behind the action that carries the most weight. Therefore, we need to study the Scriptures and learn about the heart of giving because it is what will determine our reward in this life and in the life to come.   

So this message is a message of love- of love for you so that you do not fail to receive the full harvest from the seeds that you have sown. So do not tune me out because I am dealing with the controversial issue of finances. This could perhaps be one of the most helpful messages to your financial situation that you have ever heard because I am persuaded that our heart’s motive holds the greatest influence on the amount of fruit that comes from our seeds sown.  

SHOULD WE TALK ABOUT MONEY IN THE CHURCH?

But, first of all, let me say that I do not apologize in the least for ever talking about money. I understand that the majority of the church today does not like when a “preacher starts talking about money,” but this does not mean we should avoid the subject. Our Lord Jesus talked more about money than He did about heaven and hell, so it is evidently a subject that must be addressed at least periodically. 
But why did Jesus deal so much with this subject? Why are our finances and how we steward them such an important issue? It is because how we handle our money is a reflection of the condition our heart and, therefore, is a heart issue. 
Jesus said in Matthew 6:21 that where our treasure is, there our heart will be also. This means that what we do with our finances and our possessions reflects where our heart is. For example, if we spend the majority of our money on ourselves, then that is a good indication that our hearts are filled with ourselves. But if we use a healthy portion of our finances to help others, then we are showing a heart that has the love of God abiding within it. I know this is a hard pill to swallow but it is the truth and we all need to be reminded of this from time to time. 

You see, God looks at the heart (see 1 Samuel 16:7). So the attitudes and motives of our heart are of the utmost importance to Him and therefore should be important to us as well. And how we handle our stuff is one of the greatest measuring sticks of our heart’s condition. 

So, yes, we should talk about money in the church. We should place an emphasis on it. Not as so many preachers do- greedily and selfishly manipulating people into giving to them to fill their pockets, but from this standpoint: exhorting and encouraging believers to stir up the love of God in their lives and to examine their hearts. 
LOVE GIVES

Not only is our giving an extremely important issue with God because it is a reflection of our heart, but it is also important because it is the essence of God’s very nature. 
You see, God is love and the fabric of “agape” is giving. A very familiar passage of Scripture, John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that (that He what? that) He gave…” God, who is love, expressed His love by giving, and He did not just give, but He gave His very best- His only begotten Son. As it has been so eloquently put- You can give without loving, but you can’t love without giving. It is impossible to truly love someone and not give to them. You will either give them your thoughts, time, finances, etc. but you will never not give to someone you love or else you do not love them with the love of God. 
So why is giving so important? It is because love is so important, and you cannot love without giving. And why is love so important? It is because God is so important, and He is love. Do you see my point? 

So what I want us to do in this month’s Living Logos is go over to 2 Corinthians chapter 9 and look at some New Testament principles of giving that I believe can dramatically transform our lives…
THE LAW OF SOWING & REAPING

Many of us have heard many messages on the law of sowing & reaping but what I want us to focus on this month is that not only will we reap what we have sown; we will also reap how we have sown. That is very important to understand, and what Paul says here in 2 Corinthians 9:6 verifies this…

In this verse he says, “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” Paul here lays out the law of sowing and reaping to us. He says that if we sow “sparingly” we will also reap “sparingly.”  This word “sparingly” literally describes “stingily.” 
So get this: If you sow stingily (i.e. If you are cheap in your giving because you do not want to let go of what you possess) then you will also reap stingily. In other words, when you sow in that way and with that attitude you will reap that same way and, therefore, your harvests will not be as extravagant as they could be. 
For example, I have heard the oftentimes argued issue regarding tithing- “Should we tithe on the net or the gross of our income?” To me, this debate reveals a much deeper issue… You see, we should not regard our giving with the attitude of- “What do I have to give?” Do not ever view your giving that way! Of course, this comes from the constant barrage of teachings on the tithe being the Lord’s and if we do not tithe we are robbing God (see Malachi 3:8), and while I am not going to address that issue right now, what I would like to say is that God is more interested in your heart’s motive being right as He is in you doing something out of fear or greed. He sees right through us and He knows the motives we have for everything we do. 
So back to the net/gross issue… Why would we be so concerned about this if we were not trying to get by with giving as little as we can? If we have that kind of motive then, according to this verse in 2 Corinthians 9:6, our harvest will be a “stingy harvest.” I don’t know about you, but I don’t want a “net harvest.” I want a “gross harvest!” I want a harvest that is a net-breaking, ship-sinking, cup-overflowing harvest! 
But, you see, when God tells us to give it is not because He needs our money. He is love and He loves each and every one of us passionately. So when He tells us to give, it is because He has our best interest in mind. He does not want us being like a body of water that has nothing flowing out of it and, therefore, becomes spiritually stagnant. He wants us becoming like Him- a fountain of living water that has a continuous flow of water coming into it and out of it! God is not just trying to get something through you; He is trying to get something to you.
BEING A BLESSING

On the other hand, Paul says that when we sow “bountifully” we will also reap “bountifully.” The word “bountifully” literally means “upon blessing” in the original Greek language. 
“What does that mean” one may ask? Well, the word “upon” is derived from the Greek prefix “epi” which denotes being on top of something and carries the idea of being founded on something. Therefore, when you combine this prefix with the Greek word translated “blessing,” this word “bountifully” means “being founded on and, therefore, with the purpose of being a blessing.” And this is a huge principle of giving that we must understand… God wants us to live our lives with a purpose and that purpose is to be a blessing to others! 

You see, we have been given the blessing of Abraham and part of that blessing is that we would in turn be a blessing! And when we live our lives with this purpose of being benevolent and extremely gracious in not just our finances, but also our time and energies, the law of sowing and reaping takes a positive effect. We will reap a harvest of the Lord’s bountifulness! We will experience more of the Lord’s radical kindness and benevolence in our lives- spiritually and naturally. 
When we sow with the intent and purpose of being a blessing we will find that the Lord will become more of a blessing to us! Not that He does not always will to be a blessing and has not already provided these blessings, but we position ourselves to experience more of His will through operating in this spiritually law that He set up. 
I don’t know about you, but I would love to better position myself through this spiritual law to experiencing the will of my God! That is awesome! 

Verse 7 goes on to say, “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” Paul here basically summarizes all of his exhortations to give from 2 Corinthians chapter 8&9 by using the word “So.” 
He starts off in verse 7 reminding us to give as we purpose in our heart. In other words, give where your heart tells you to give and give how much you have on your heart to give. (We will get back to this phrase in just a moment) He then, after exhorting us to follow our heart, said to not give “grudgingly or of necessity.” This is extremely important to understand because these two words describe many of the wrong motives that we believers so often give out of.  
SOB STORIES

The first word that Paul used was “grudgingly” which means “out of sorrow, grief, pain, or annoyance.” 
First and foremost, I believe Paul was writing to a group that he knew was going to give when he arrived. So “grudgingly” was meant to describe the heart-attitude of a Christian who was going through the motions in their giving. They were giving, but it was painful and brought them sorrow and grief to let go of their substance.

Did you know how often this happens in the church today? Many Christians will plunk their money in the offering plate, but they will watch it as it goes down the aisle. In other words, they give because either they know they should or feel like they have to, but deep down inside, they don’t want to. This is obviously a wrong heart-attitude that needs to be corrected…
But here is another way to interpret giving “grudgingly”… I believe the Message Bible describes this best: It translates it as “sob stories.” In other words, giving grudgingly would describe emotional giving. For example, it would describe giving because someone tells you a sad story or shows you some heart-breaking pictures- getting your emotions all stirred up to give. We are not to be emotion-led; we are to be Spirit-led! 
We have to be careful that we are not being manipulated by these unethical methods because, I can guarantee you, these methods to solicit our finances are out there. There are many ministries and charitable organizations that have this unethical fundraising down to a science. They know what kind of videos to show you and the exact sympathy drawing music to play along with it. They know how to write their support letters- with the perfect font and by underlining certain statements in red, etc. So don’t be naïve. Know that it is the compassion of the Lord that is instigating you to give and not a counterfeit sympathy that has surfaced as a result of pulling on your heart-strings. 
ARM TWISTING

The next word Paul used was “necessity.” In the original Greek language, it literally means “by compulsion.” 

Obviously, Paul’s intent was to encourage these Corinthians who were about to give to check their heart and not give because they feel like they have. You see, Paul had spent close to two chapters explaining to them the importance of being a giver by using the example of another group of believers (see chapter 8). But here, Paul wanted them to make sure they were not giving because they feel pressured to give or by compulsion. This is another incorrect motive that we need to avoid. 

You see, we all have failed in this at one time or another… We will give because we don’t feel like we can say no. We give because we don’t want to viewed in a negative light. And the list goes on and on. But the point the Holy Spirit wants to make by saying that we are not to give out of necessity is that our heart needs to be in our giving. We need to give out of love for the recipient or the recipients work and not out of love for ourselves. 
But making believers give out of compulsion is another tactic that individuals and groups will use. These people will attempt to “make” us give by using scare tactics and other wrong motivations. 
Sometimes these people compel us to give by giving us ultimatums… They might say, “If you don’t give we are going to go off the air”- thus making you feel like you have to give by putting pressure on you. They might even make statements like- “If you don’t give you will be cursed.” I have heard of some so-called ministers who said things like- “If you don’t give your tithe, then God is going to take it out in doctor’s bills.” How ridiculous is that!?! Like God needs our money and is that cruel and over-bearing. A lot of times those kinds of ridiculous statements are made through ulterior motives that will ultimately end up benefiting them. 
We should not be motivated by fear; we should be motivated by love.  These things should not be the motive for our giving. I like the Message Bible’s translation of this word. It says, “arm twisting.” We should not give because someone is trying to twist our arm and make us give. 
If you give because you feel like you have to give and this has been one of your motivations, let me assure you, God would rather you keep your stuff. He is more concerned with your motive than He is with the gift itself. As I just mentioned, God does not need your money. What He does want, however, is your heart. So make the necessary adjustments in your heart to give because, number one, it is the right thing to do and, number two, to help and bless the recipients. Give in faith and not out of fear! 

In short, you could translate these two wrong motivations in which God tells us to avoid (i.e. grudgingly or of necessity) like so: When you don’t want to (i.e. grudgingly) and when you feel like you have to (i.e. of necessity). 

GIVING THAT PLEASES GOD

So what kind of giver is God looking for? If He does not want us to give out of some temporary emotional decision or out of the fear of what will happen if we don’t, what does He want us to give out of? The answer is love! He wants us to give out of a loving, glad heart!  

Paul ends verse 7 by declaring that God loves a cheerful giver! Not someone who gives because of the negative consequences, nor because of some emotional decision. He wants us to want to! He wants us to desire to give! He desires for His children to be excited about giving. He desires for us to actually rejoice over every opportunity to give. This is God’s heart! 
You see, you will hear of testimonies where people said that God told them to give a certain amount to someone or something and they wrestled with Him because they either did not want to or they were afraid to. Their testimonies usually end with the fact that they finally gave in and were obedient. Let me tell you, that is not the best testimony. God does not want us to have to be made to do anything. He would rather us have a heart that the Amplified Bible describes in this latter part of verse seven- “…for God loves (He takes pleasure in, prizes above other things, and is unwilling to abandon or to do without) a cheerful (joyous, prompt to do it) giver [whose heart is in his giving].” He wants our heart to be in our giving! 
As we have seen in this verse, God loves a cheerful giver. In other words, He desires to have a people that get excited about being a blessing to others. He loves it when His children rejoice and their countenance lights up when they have the opportunity to give. This is giving that pleases God. 

PURPOSING IN YOUR HEART
And now let’s take this a step further… I do not believe God’s perfect will is to tell us each and every time we are supposed to give. As Paul said in the beginning of verse 7, I believe God wants us to give as we purpose in our heart to give. 
Now let me say that I absolutely do believe that there will be times where God will instigate us to give, but I also believe that there will be times where He stands back and watches what we will decide to do similarly to how Jesus watched the people as they gave in the temple offering (Mark 12:41). 

He watches us as any good parent does their children to see if their children will do the right thing without being told to. He watches us to see if we will do the right thing without having to be threatened, without having to be bribed, etc. He watches us to see if we are spiritually mature- doing the right thing with our finances and possessions. 

Now, of course, I understand that most of us have a limited amount of seed and we, therefore, need to be wise in what ground we should sow into. But my point is that we should not seek God’s direction from the standpoint of- “God, do you want me to give here?” but rather- “God, can I give here?” There can be a big difference between those two questions. The first question can be coming from a heart that is looking for a reason not to give while the second question is saying, “Lord, I want to give here, but is it the best way to steward the money you have entrusted me with?” This should be our heart in regards to giving.

Think of it this way: If you have to always tell your child what they are supposed to do, is that as pleasing to you as when they do what is right of their own accord? For instance, there are times where we have had to tell Levi to share his toys with other kids. Sometimes he is willing to do it and other times he is not as willing. But do you know what blesses his mommy and daddy the most? When he shares without being told to (i.e. when it comes out of his heart). This blesses us the most and I guarantee you that God is blessed the most when we do the same thing. 
Didn’t that bless you the most when your children took the initiative to share? I have seen parents hand their children money just to put in the offering plate. But what if they handed that money to their children and told them that it is theirs to do with what they want, and then they, out of their own free will, put it in the offering? Wouldn’t that bless your heart to see them have that kind of heart to give? This is the kind of heart we should instill in our children, and undoubtedly, it is the heart that God wants to instill in us too. 

This is why Shannon and I do not make it our aim to just get Levi to say thank you; our goal is to get him to be thankful. Why do we take this approach? It is because training someone to be thankful is getting to the heart of the person, and if they truly become thankful, they will more readily express it in thanksgiving. 
And that is what our giving is: It is our saying thank you to God for all that He has freely given us. It is our reasonable service to give to God’s other children and to His works, but it is also our reasonable service to do it willingly. Therefore, we should not only give, but we should give with the right heart. For this is well pleasing to our God and Savior. 
I hope that this message has been helpful to you. I believe it can revolutionize your life- especially your financial situation- because when you please God in your giving, you will know it! It will be manifested in everything from a prosperous soul to a prosperous checkbook. As Paul went on to say in the following verse- “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work” (verse 8). I don’t know about you, but I want this verse to fully become a reality in my life, and it will as we fulfill verses 6&7. Hallelujah!  
Thank you again for your consideration in giving towards my mission’s trip. I know that we have many friends and partners who have given to us in the past and will continue to give towards our ministry, and for that, we are absolutely thankful! Thank you for your support!

Maranatha!  
Victoriously, 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

· Yes Trey, I want to help in this ministry to the people of India by contributing $ _______ towards the $950 that is needed. (Tax Deductible)

· Yes Trey, I want to contribute $ _______ towards the cost of printing The Believer’s Battle-Plan here locally. Please send me ____ copies for my gift of any amount.

· Yes Trey, I would like to preorder The Believer’s Battle-Plan for my gift of any amount. Please send me ____ copies for my gift of $ ______ .

Please mail your contribution
Please remember that if you this coupon                                        to make your
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MINISTRIES (or, DKM) with NO    

 121 Manor Row 
notations on the check such as our names.

 Macon, GA 31210.      

