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THE INWARD WITNESS
Greetings in the name of Christ Jesus, our Lord!

Grace and peace be multiplied to you through your personal and intimate knowledge of God the Father and the His Word! 

This month we have a lot of material to cover so I want to get right into the word the Lord has for us. But let me begin by reviewing what we discussed last month since this month’s teaching is a continuation of it…

Last month, we covered more of the foundational ways to hear from God and be led by the Holy Spirit... We discussed how we need to put faith in God’s promise that we do indeed hear from Him as His sheep and we are indeed led by Him as His children. We then talked about how the Word of God is the primary manner in which God speaks to us and how it is His general message for all of His church. We also talked about the absolute importance of developing a personal relationship with the Holy Spirit in that He is the part of the Godhead who is called alongside of us on the earth today. We covered all of these foundational truths which will help us to build a life of effectively hearing from God and being led by His Spirit. If you did not read last month’s teaching, please take time to go to our website @ www.treydickerson.com and get it. It was a good word that is so needful to each and every one of our lives. 

So now, after covering these more fundamental topics, I want us to begin to transition into talking about the more practical ways that God leads us on a daily basis…
So how does God direct us on a daily basis? What is the way in which He practically leads us? The answer to both of these questions could best be summarized in the phrase- THE INWARD WITNESS. Many of us have heard this before but where do we get this terminology “inward witness” from? 
DEFINING THE INWARD WITNESS

In Romans 8:16 the Apostle Paul said, “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.” This phrase “bear witness with” literally is defined in the original Greek language as a “co-witness.” So who is the Holy Spirit a co-witness with? This verse goes on to tell us that it is “our spirit” which is the real us. 
He does not bear witness with our head (i.e. our soul) or with our feelings (i.e. our flesh). He bears witness with our spirit that has been recreated in Christ Jesus. Our spirit, which has a witness in itself, will line up with the things of God and when it and the Holy Spirit start “testifying” of what they know to do, we will have the co-witness going off on the inside of us. Therefore, when we are looking for direction from the Lord we are to look inside because He bears witness with our spirit, not our intellect, mind, or feelings.

You see, in the New Testament church, God does not want us, who have the Holy Spirit living on the inside of us, to be primarily led through our soulish realm or through other natural means. In other words, He does not want us to expect to be led on every occasion by prophecies, dreams, visions, feelings, opportunities, finances, or our own understanding. 
The predominant way God desires New Testament believers to be directed by God is through the inward witness. Why do I say this? It is because you will not get a prophecy for every big decision you have to make, much less the smaller decisions. God is not going to give you a vision of every person He wants you to minister to. Every time you need to make a decision, you cannot go and take a nap to get a dream from God. No, God is going to lead you through this less spectacular but no less supernatural means called the inward witness most of the time.
BEING MULISH VERSUS BEING REIN-TRAINED
You see, this is the problem that many Christians have: They expect God to speak to them in one of these spectacular ways before they will do what He puts on their hearts to do. Many believers will make statements like, “If God wants me to do that, He is going to have to speak to me through a burning bush!” or “God is going to have to write in the clouds what He wants me to do.” When Christians have that kind of attitude, they are really just being “mulish.” 
What do I mean by they are being “mulish?” Well, when you think of a mule, what do you think of? That is right, stubbornness! A mule oftentimes has to be motivated to move through being yanked on or beaten because they are just simple a stubborn animal. This is not how God wants His children to respond when He is directing them.
In Psalm 32:8-9 the Lord says, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye. So do not be like the horse or like the mule, which have no understanding, which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, else they would not come near you.” Here God is telling us that He will lead us but that we should not be like a horse or a mule that has no understanding of what its master is leading it to do unless it gets its head jerked around by its bit and bridle. God wants His people to be “rein-trained.”
In Psalm 16:7 David says, “I will bless the Lord who has given me counsel; My heart (KJV “reins”) also instructs me in the night seasons.” It is interesting that the original King James Version would use this word “reins” here. It is as if David were saying that he was like a horse and God was steering him through the “reins of his heart.” 
That is how God desires us to be as well! He doesn’t want us to require an audible voice or some other spectacular experience before we will do what He is telling us to do. He wants us to be willing to move in the direction that He directs us to go even when He gives us the slightest tug on the reins of our heart. If that was His perfect will for the Old Testament believer, how much more will it be His will for the New Testament believer- we who have the “Jockey” (i.e. The Holy Spirit) on the inside of us!?! God wants us to be like the “rein-trained” race horse which does not need to be forced to turn this way or that, but will, with just the slightest nudge of the reins, turn in the direction that its jockey desires. And these subtle and slight nudges perfectly describe the way the inner witness leads us on a daily basis.

So now that we have defined the inward witness as well as taught on its importance, I want us to spend the rest of this month’s teaching describing how this inward witness is detected because I have found that this is where many believers stumble and are confused… 
You see, there is one witness of the Spirit but, depending on our personal and emotional makeup, there are several different ways that this inward witness is identified by each one of us. Therefore, there are several manifestations and descriptions of this inward witness that are revealed to us in the Word of God. 
So let’s begin now to look at this short and by no means exhaustive list…
YOU KNOW ALL THINGS
One of the ways that you can tell when the Holy Spirit is bearing witness with your spirit is found in the last part of this verse we just covered… Again, it says that He “bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God” (Romans 8:16).
How do you know that you are a child of God? Someone would say, “I do not know how I know; I just know!” Well, that is a scriptural response because the witness of the Spirit is manifested as simply a “knowing.” So if the Holy Spirit can bear witness with your spirit that you are God’s child then do you think He could bear witness with your spirit to let you know what job to take or who you are to marry? Of course He can! I like to call this manifestation of the inner witness our “knower.” 
1 John 2:20 says, “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.” The anointing, the Holy Spirit, knows all things and communicates those things to our spirit. Therefore, when direction comes- you will know it! If you are like, “I just don’t know about that” or “I’m not sure why, but there is something not right about that.” Those subtle “checks” are oftentimes how the Holy Spirit is co-witnessing with our spirit to not do a certain thing. So learn to obey those checks in your spirit promptly because oftentimes they are the Holy Spirit attempting to keep you from deception or danger.             

You see, we don’t have to know everything; we just need to know the One Who does know everything! And when we are walking in this communion with the Holy Spirit, He will communicate to us through our “knower” and we will know all things.  
Let’s now look at another phrase that is used to describe the inward witness by looking over at Luke chapter one…
IT SEEMED GOOD

In Luke 1:1-4 we are told by Luke- “Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those ﻿﻿things which ﻿﻿have been fulfilled among us, ﻿just as those who ﻿﻿from the beginning were ﻿﻿eyewitnesses and ministers of the word ﻿﻿delivered them to us, ﻿it seemed good to me also, having ﻿had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, ﻿﻿most excellent Theophilus, ﻿that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.”

So notice what Luke said here… He said in verses one & two that there had been many who had taken it upon themselves to write about the life and ministry of Jesus- some of them being witnesses to the things that Jesus said and did. But in verse three, Luke says that it in spite of all that had been recorded by others, “it seemed good” to him also to write an orderly account because he had perfect understanding of these things from the very beginning of Jesus’ life (we know this to be true because of how Luke’s gospel has more information of the birth of Jesus than the other three). But I want to draw your attention to those three little words he used as his motive for writing his gospel- “it seemed good.” 

Now we know that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God (2 Timothy 3:16) and the writings and prophecies of the Bible were written by men as they were “moved” by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). Therefore, we know that this Gospel of Luke was inspired by God, down to the very last jot and tittle. So it would be a gross understatement to say that Luke was “led by the Holy Spirit” to write this book that would be canonized as Holy Scripture, correct? 
Well, one would think that if Luke were going to be chosen to write one of the four most important books that would ever be recorded, God might have instructed him to do so through a dream, an open vision, or an audible voice, right? But he did not! You would have to add to the Bible to say that God led Luke to write this gospel through any of these spectacular means. There is no indication that Luke even knew what he was writing was going to passed down for 2,000 years and considered part of the Holy Scriptures. This is pretty amazing to think that God led him to write one of the most important books ever written- one of the four gospels that have been passed down for 2,000 years declaring the truth about Jesus- simply by his “seemer!” You would think that God would have sent an angel saying something like- “Luuuuuke, I am your Father (Notice the Star Wars analogy()… Write the things which I will tell you” or “Thus saith the Lord, thou art to writest a Gospel that wilt be canonizeth as Scripture and read by billions of people!” No, God led him to write one of the most important books ever written by just bearing witness with his spirit which was manifested as it just seeming like a good thing to do! That is amazing! 

Now here is the point we should learn from this… If God led Luke to write what he did just by simply bearing witness with him, how much more will He lead us to do less meaningful things by just bearing witness with our spirit? That is an important truth for us to understand! God communicates with us and leads us all of the time and when He does it is oftentimes mistaken by us as just being a good idea we had. 
SILAS- AT THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME
Let’s now look over at Acts chapter fifteen because I believe it to be a chapter that perfectly illustrates the absolute importance and fruit of obeying what “seems good” to us. 
The background to this chapter is this: There was beginning to be a revival among the Gentiles during this time and there were Jewish believers who had come in instructing these Gentiles to be circumcised also. Of course, this infuriated the Apostles- Paul and Barnabas. So they all went before the apostles and elders of the church in Jerusalem and presented this issue. So after much discussion and debate, the leaders came to the decision that circumcision as well as many other parts of the Law of Moses did not need to be observed by the Gentiles. So these leaders of the early church decided to write an extremely important letter to the new gentile converts explaining this. 

But here is the point: How did they come to this decision? We know that there decision was God inspired or else it would not have been recorded for us in this chapter. So how were they led to do this? Verses 25&28 said that they made their decision based on the fact that it simply just seemed good to them and to the Holy Ghost!

Verse 25 said, “it seemed good to us, being assembled in one accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul.” Now back up to verse twenty-two because I want you to notice who these chosen men were. Of course, there was Barnabas and Saul, but we are told that they also sent Judas (i.e. Barsabas) and Silas. Now remember that name “Silas” because that is a significant part of this chapter.

Then in verse 28, we are told- “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things.” So evidently they concluded that their decision to send them this letter and not heap their convictions upon them was not just what seemed good to them, but it also bore witness with the Holy Spirit. (This is that same co-witness we previously talked about: It seemed good to their spirits, but it also seemed good to the Holy Spirit as well) 

So after this group of men were sent to Antioch to deliver this message to their Gentile brethren, they stayed there for a time exhorting and strengthening them (verses 30-33). But, this is an important point: After they decided to return to Jerusalem, we are told that it seemed good to Silas to remain there (verse 34). (Paul and Barnabas- that dynamic duo- also stayed because they had already been called to that area before returning to Jerusalem earlier). Why is this so important that it seemed good to Silas to remain there along with Paul and Barnabas? Let’s continue…

A situation happened beginning in verse 36 where a contention arose between Paul and Barnabas… Paul suggested that they depart and return to every city that they had preached at and see how they were doing, so Barnabas wanted to bring John called Mark with them. But Paul did not want to bring Mark because of how he had forsaken them one time before. Well, the contention became so intense that Barnabas grabbed Mark and left. So Paul was left alone. Who was he going to minister side by side with now? You got it- Silas! 

Now let’s back up… Why was Silas even sent to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas to begin with? Verses 22&25 tell us he was one that was chosen because it seemed good to the leadership. And why was he still in Antioch even after the others that were sent there had returned? Verse 34 says it was because it seemed to Him to remain there. 
So what was the fruit of this? Silas was in the right place at the right time to get hooked up with the great Apostle Paul and find the opportunity of a lifetime to travel and minister alongside of Him! And how was this awesome opportunity arranged? It was by the witness of God’s Spirit which was manifested as certain decisions just seeming like the right thing to do.  

FOLLOWING YOUR DESIRES

Now up to this point, we have described the inward witness as our “knower” and our “seemer.” Now I want to look at another way that it can be described in Psalm 37:4…

Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight yourself also in the Lord and He shall give you the desires of your heart.” Now this verse can be interpreted in a couple of ways… 
The most common way is that as we delight ourselves in the Lord- seeking and desiring Him- He will give us the things we desire in our hearts. But there is another way to interpret this verse… It could be saying that as we delight ourselves in the Lord, we can trust that the desires that are in our hearts are given to us by God. In other words, those desires that we have are God-given desires and are, therefore, His plan and direction for our lives. 
Let’s compare that latter interpretation to John 15:7- “If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” Here we see the New Testament counterpart to this promise in Psalm 37:4. You see, Jesus was not teaching that if we just abide in Him and His words in us that we can ask for any flaky thing we desire and it will be ours. When we abide in the Lord and His Words abide in us there will be a transformation of our desires to where they conform with His desires and when that takes place our prayers become effective, for they are in line with His will and will be prayed genuinely and fervently. 

But the point is that as we are genuinely seeking first the kingdom of God- abiding in and delighting ourselves in our Lord- He will give us newly inspired desires that are in line with His will for our lives. Therefore, we can trust those desires as being from Him and follow them as being God’s direction. 

THE KEY QUALIFIER

Now, just as with what “seems good”, this needs to be prefaced by the absolute importance of having a close relationship with the Lord. This is because if we are not abiding in Him and we have a heart that is distant from the Lord, what seems good to us probably will not be the Lord’s will for us. This is because if we are not delighting ourselves in the things of God and are lukewarm in our relationship with Him, the desires of our heart will probably be the exact opposite of God’s will for us. 

You see, we absolutely must be close to the Lord and seeking Him for these divine guidance principles of the inward witness to work. But the bottom line is that we should always seek to be in a good relationship with the Lord above anything else irregardless if this was a benefit or not. Having this close relationship with the Lord is the foundation of which all success comes in the Christian life, and this includes hearing from God. If we try and build our Christian lives without this foundation, we are doomed for failure and will live extremely frustrated. 

So I would encourage all of us to pursue this communion with the Lord above all because a byproduct of seeking first the kingdom of God is that all these things will be added to us, including the ability to hear from God and be led by the Spirit.  

RED LIGHT / GREEN LIGHT THEOLOGY
You see, this is the common denominator for all of these manifestations of the inward witness- They all require action and movement on our part. The inward witness is a key to be directed by God that must be accompanied by a willingness to step out in faith on God’s Word. 
As evidenced throughout the Book of Acts, the Holy Spirit guided the Lord’s disciples as they went. They had taken the Great Commission of the Lord Jesus seriously and were actively going into all the world and preaching the gospel to every creature and making disciples. They had this word from God and they ran with it! Of course, there were times when the Holy Spirit had to stop them from going into certain areas and/or redirect them. But this is the pattern which God desires to direct us… He wants us to be acting on what He has already said and what is written in His Word and then He will redirect us as needed. 

But the mistake so many make that have this revelation of being led by the Spirit is they are waiting for God to tell them what to do and are doing nothing in the meantime. I would call this common belief is that they believe God is the “God of the Red Light.” What I mean is that they believe that they need to ask the Lord for His direction and then they sit their waiting on the light to turn green (so to speak) before they start moving.
Let me say, this is not God’s plan. God is the God of the Green Light! He wants us acing on His Word and then to be aware of any “red lights” He wants to give us. He wants us to act on the Great Commission and then expect Him to give us more specific direction as we are moving. As I have said time and time again, in order to get God’s specific direction, you first need to be doing His general direction (i.e. His Word). 

Now, on the other hand, there are Christians out there who have no clue that God actually wants to lead and direct them, so they just do whatever they want expecting however things turn out to just be the Lord’s will. That, of course, is the other ditch that we want to avoid as well because we cannot expect the fruit of the wrong decisions we make to be the will of God for our lives. God has a good, acceptable, and perfect will, and it is up to us to understand what His will is (Ephesians 5:17). 
But the bottom line is that God wants us moving, acting on His Word, and He has given us the inner witness of the Holy Spirit to lead, guide, and direct us as we are moving. This is a foundational, yet very misunderstood subject, and our prayer is that this month’s teaching has shed some light that helps propel you into a lifestyle of hearing from God and being led by His Spirit. 
There are many other things that we covered on this subject that I have not included in these newsletters. So if you would like to receive the full transcript of this teaching on How to Hear from God and Be Led by the Holy Spirit, you can go to our website @ www.treydickerson.com and make as many copies as you like for you or for a friend. Come to the fountain of life- God’s Holy Word- and drink freely! Be blessed!  

Till next month… Maranatha!

Victoriously, 
