VOLUME 52

DECEPTION & CONFESSION

Greetings in the Name of our Great Lord and Glorious Savior Jesus Christ!


We pray that this 52nd edition of our Living Logos newsletter finds you having a blessed and prosperous start to this New Year!
Let me take a moment to update you on the progress that our ministry made this past year… 
First of all, we created a new website which is much better than our previous one… I hired a friend of ours from the Athens area that had designed other ministry websites, and might I say, she did a fabulous job! The internet is a powerful thing and enables us to touch people all around the world through the materials that I will include on our website, so we are excited about the prospect of impacting more and more. If you have not already, please go to www.treydickerson.com and check it out! 

As for our Living Logos newsletter, we have come close to doubling our mailing list, reaching over 250 people now. These teaching newsletters that have covered a span of over four years, no doubt, have been a God inspired idea and are still ministering to people worldwide. This year, we had this new design drawn up, and we will continue to seek ways to get them into more people’s hands as well as make them more attractive and appealing to the eye.    

Also, I am sure many of you are aware of our first book that was released this past year entitled “The Believer’s Battle Plan.” This project, while being a great learning experience for me, has also been very beneficial to others based on the feedback I have received. When I felt the Lord impress me to put this message He had given me from II Chronicles chapter twenty into book form, I could not have dreamed of how many people that it would immediately influence. As it was prophesied, this book was going to be a key that would unlock many doors. And who would have imagined that some of these doors would be opened in the nation of India!?! A thousand of our books have been shipped out from our contact in India, with a request for many more being made. We have also distributed many here in the United States of which I have received some very kind and quite humbling feedback. We are so thankful for what the Lord has done and what He will continue to do through this God inspired message. 

Toward the end of 2010, we also started to be involved in a home fellowship and I am currently leading a Bible Study on how to hear from God and be led by the Holy Spirit. I absolutely love facilitating these kinds of studies because, as being called to teach, I love to teach line upon line and precept upon precept. In the past, these studies that I have led have been rich and full of the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and I expect nothing less with this one. If you would like the material from this study sent to you free of charge, just let us know and we will get it out to you as it is prepared.  
I believe 2011 will include several more ministry projects and endeavors, possibly including our second book and some smaller, pocket sized books. There is also material that is already in the works where I will be co-authoring commentaries/discipleship material with my friend, Brother Don Krow- Director of Discipleship/Evangelism and Collection for the Saints Ministry. I also have it on my heart to possibly visit India this year as we have already received a couple of invitations to minister to the precious saints there. With all of these possibilities, I expect 2011 to be even more fruitful than this past year has been. Stay tuned!

SELF DECEPTION
As for this month’s teaching, I felt impressed to share on a subject that I have entitled “deception and confession.” 
Deception comes in many shapes, forms, and fashions, but what I have found is that the most deadly form of deception is when we deceive ourselves. Yes, the Bible uses several examples of how a believer can actually deceive themselves (we will get into some of these examples this month). 
But what does it mean to deceive ourselves? How can you actually “deceive” yourself? Let me answer these questions by asking a question of my own: Have you ever wanted something so bad that you knew was not God’s plan for you and you then tried to convince yourself that it was acceptable? I am sure we can all relate to this. It is when we yield to this kind of self-rationalization that we are deceiving ourselves. You see, deceiving ourselves is just another way of saying that we are lying to ourselves. We do this when we know what is right, but because we want what is wrong so bad, we try to justify why we can do what we know in our heart is wrong. 
You see, our heart has a way of convincing our mind that the thing it is doing is not really wrong when it is something that it really wants to continue doing. This is why the prophet said that our hearts are desperately wicked, who can know it (Jeremiah 17:9)? Well, the answer to this question is- God (vs.10)! He is the discerner between the thoughts and intents of our hearts. All things are naked and open to Him who we must give an account (Hebrews 4:12&13).  

For centuries, many so-called Christians (some legitimate and some illegitimate, God knows) have even used the Scriptures to try and justify their actions. For example, some who practice homosexuality who also desire to be called Christians have lied to themselves by blatantly ignoring what the Scriptures say about this abomination. Why? Because they say God made them this way- citing their desire for the same sex has been there since birth. But what does humility do here? It will say- “If God said that it is wrong then it is. And if it is an abomination to Him, then I will no longer allow myself to think on, much less act on, those homosexual tendencies.” 
Now I most definitely believe God can deliver one from this lust for the same sex, but even if nothing were to ever change, humility towards God will live a life of celibacy if need be. This rationale by homosexuals that this is just who they are, and they are not changing, would be like me being born with the temptation to steal and therefore saying, “Well, I guess I was born this way, so I will just continue to practice being a thief.” No, what is wrong is wrong and what is right is right. I don’t care if it seems to be a part of your nature or not. For me to continue in the sin of say, alcoholism, would be irresponsible even if it were a tendency passed down from previous generations. 

Actually, this kind of attitude is absolute pride because it, number one, is only concerned with itself, number two, it thinks it has all the answers, and number three, it does not want to take responsibility for its actions. All three of these attitudes are self-centered, arrogant thoughts. But while pride makes excuses; humility makes adjustments. Therefore, the key to escaping this self-deception is our humility towards God. We will discuss how we practically do this later on in this teaching. But before we get into this remedy to self-deception, let’s identify some of the ways we tend to deceive ourselves…

HEARERS OR DOERS?
One of the most common ways that we deceive ourselves is by being just a hearer of the Word and not a doer of the Word. 
You know, it is easy to fall into the religious tendency that because we go to church and listen to the message,  we are doing our duties as Christians, but this is what James was refuting in 1:21 through the end of chapter two. 
In 1:21, he encouraged his readers to receive the Word with a teachable and humble attitude, but then in verses 22-27 he goes on to encourage them to not just be receivers of the Word, but to be doers of the Word that they have received. This is why he said in verse 22- “But be doers of the Word, and not hearers only…” The word “But” here is just another way of saying “On the other hand.” In other words, James was saying in verse 21- “Hey guys, I want you to hear and receive the Word (verse 21) but I do not want you to just hear it; I want you to do it!” And then he went on to say in verse 22- “deceiving yourselves.” Why does he say this? It is because this is one of the predominant ways Christians have a tendency to deceive themselves. 
You see, many Christians go to church to hear sermons, even read or listen to messages electronically- and say, “Man,  that was a good message! What profound truths!” and never even have any intention of applying those truths that they have received into their lives. It satisfies that little self-righteous part of us that feels the need to fulfill its religious duty. We think- “Wow! I listened to over two hours of teaching/preaching today. I’m good to go for a couple of days.” Now I know that we do not consciously think those things, but deep down this is what that religious nature of our flesh believes. 
We even do this in our personal Bible reading time… We know we should be reading our Bible on a regular basis, so what our flesh likes to do is read the Bible just for the sake of checking off some daily Bible reading calendar or so it can boast in how much Scripture it read today. Even reading the Bible just for the sake of accumulating more information is a wrong motive for reading the Word of God. We need to study the Word, not just to grow in our knowledge of it, but to discover what God’s will is for us so that we can apply His will to our lives. In other words, as 2 Timothy 2:15 says, we should study to show ourselves approved- that is, we should get in the Word so that we can better equip ourselves to be doers of the Word. Sure, we need to read, study, and meditate the Word in order to be fed and energized by the bread of life, but there comes a point where we need to begin to apply these truths to our own lives personally and become “living epistles known and read by all men” (2 Corinthians 3:2). 
You see, it is not how much you know that makes you spiritual; it is how much you do out of how much you know that makes you truly spiritual. Take this from an example of our American pastime, baseball: Who is the better baseball player? The player who gets a hundred at-bats and only seven home runs or the player who gets ten at bats and five home runs? It is the player with five home runs in only ten at bats, of course. You see, God deals with percentages, not mere amounts. He is more concerned that we apply the truths we know over how many truths we know. And the one who knows little but does what they know is far more pleasing to Him than the one who knows much but does little. Now this does not mean that we need to avoid learning and growing in the knowledge of God’s Word so that we have an excuse. All it means is that we need to be more conscious of being doers of all the Word that we are learning.    
ARE WE SOMETHING AND DO WE KNOW SOMETHING?
In Galatians 6:3, the Apostle Paul makes the same point I have just been making… In it, he tells us that we deceive ourselves when we start thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought to think- thinking we are something when we really are not. 
Again, this is one of the most dangerous areas that we can deceive ourselves in- by thinking that we are truly spiritual and are pleasing God because we go to church or can quote a few Scriptures. It is extremely dangerous because this kind of religious spirit is self-deceived into thinking that they are right with God and it will be hard for them to ever see themselves otherwise. Case and point, the religious leaders of Jesus’ day… They could quote the Word that they had frontward and backward and they regularly attended their so-called church services, but as Jesus rebuked them for, they were walking in darkness by not walking in the weightier matters of the law such as righteousness and justice, mercy and love. They thought they were something, but they were deceived. You see, this kind of deception is the most deadly because even the rankest of sinners know that they are in need of God’s grace and mercy, but the religious person can’t see this. They are lost in their own web of deceit and will be condemned with the world barring a revelation of the truth.
Another area believers tend to deceive themselves is in the arena of knowledge… As I previously made the point of, learning for the sake of just accumulating some more information can be a deadly thing. 
In 1 Corinthians 3:18 the Apostle Paul said, “Let no one deceive himself (There it is again; How?) If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise.” You see, this verse is saying that when we start believing that we know something that we are entering into self deception. And the great Apostle goes on to say that a fruit of this particular self deception is boasting in men (vs.21-22). 
You see, when we begin to boast in the teachings and messages of our favorite groups or teachers- always gravitating to them in our conversations with statements like, “Brother so and so said this” or “I believe like so and so does” we are heading in the wrong direction. Sure, we might respect the men and women of God we have associated with and who have influenced our lives, but we must not think that we can ride their coattails to spirituality. We must have a personal acquaintance with God for ourselves and those truths must become our own. 

But this is what a self-deceived Christian will do: they will turn their religion into a sect and will separate themselves from other believers and the core motive for this division is the belief that their group has all the answers. Again, this is pride and arrogance and is a fruit of being deceived that we know something that we do not. As 1 Corinthians 8:2 says, “If anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know.”
EVIL COMMUNICATIONS
Another way many believers deceive themselves is found in 1 Corinthians 15:33… In it, Paul says, “Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.” 
How many times have you heard a Christian say that what they are doing or who they are hanging around with is not affecting them? Our heart has a knack for convincing our minds that the things it likes to do or the people it likes to spend time with is not negatively affecting them. Why? Because if it acknowledges the fact that what they are doing is hurting them, then they would be forced to make the decision to change. But no, this is why we allow ourselves to be deceived: Because then we do not need to face the prospect of change because, after all, there is nothing wrong with it (I speak as a fool). 
This is exactly what the atheist does… He or she has willingly convinced themselves that there is no god at all. Do you know why someone would do this? It is because they know that if they acknowledge the fact that there is indeed a creator out there, then they know that their next responsibility is to seek Him, and when they discover Him they will be forced to find out what He expects from them. Therefore, it is easy for them to just deny the existence of God so that they can set up their own rules and guidelines on how to live their own lives. This is the epitome of irresponsibility and utter foolishness! 
But before we point fingers at our local atheist, we need to take that same kind of plank out of our own eye… Are we deceiving ourselves in any way? Are we contradicting this truth in 1 Corinthians 15:33 by associating with or even dating someone who is ungodly and saying that it is not affecting us? Are we watching certain ungodly programming on the television, believing it is not affecting us? According to this Scripture, these things are affecting us whether we think they are or not, and since they are, we need to make some decisions for our own spiritual well-being. 

I know that messages like this are progressively getting more and more unpopular because biblical holiness is diametrically opposed to worldliness which is abounding. But what we must understand about holiness is that it is for our own good. God does not make us aware of and call us unto a life of holiness because He is trying to withhold things from us. He calls us unto holiness because He is love and love seeks to protect the object it loves. He knows that the ungodly things in this world harm us spiritually and He seeks for His children to not be stained and corrupted by these harmful things. This is the heart of our holy God!                       
So now that we have laid out a few ways that believers tend to deceive themselves, we need to take a look at the remedy… How do we respond when situations arise where we have the temptation to lie to ourselves? How do we keep from deceiving ourselves? This is done through the biblical practice called “confession.” 

BIBLICAL CONFESSION
When we hear this word “confession” many different ideas can come into our head… No, I am not talking about confessing our sins to a priest. No, I am not talking about just verbally saying something. I am talking about true biblical confession towards God. Let’s look now at 1 John 1:9 where this biblical practice is mentioned and define it… 
In this verse the Apostle John says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” So what does it mean to “confess” our sins? Well, the word “confess” comes from the Greek word “homologeo.” This Greek word is a compound word which comes from the words “homo” and “logos.” The word “homo” was a prefix that simply meant “the same.” The word “logos” is less simple- It describes a communicated word, a statement, or an instruction. So when you put those two words together you have “homologeo” which, therefore, literally means “to communicate the same thing as God.” In other words, to “confess” literally means “to say the same thing.” 
Let me give you an example of this… In regards to the context, John was using this word in regards to sin (i.e. “to miss the mark” is the literal definition of the word “sin” so I’ll use that definition). If we have been born again and miss the mark in any area- whether it be ethically, morally, etc.- there will be what we call the conviction of the Holy Spirit (John 16:7-11). This is not a bad thing. This is simply a ministry of the Holy Spirit to let us know when we are missing the mark and falling short of the glory of God. He gently and unforcefully lets us know when what we are doing or what we are about to do is wrong. This is when the ball is thrown into our court. What are we going to do with what He has shown us? Are we going to humble ourselves and come into agreement with God, or are we going to suppress the truth and deceive ourselves? 
You see, this is one of the reasons so many believers think it is so hard to hear from God. It is because they don’t really want to hear from God. They want to hear what they want to hear. I am convinced that the predominant reason so many Christians have a hard time hearing from God is because they have hardened themselves to His still small voice. I remember when I first got saved… God began to systematically “convict” me of things in my life. At first He dealt with the more evident sins of my outward man such as the smoking and drinking. Then He began to deal with me on the sins of the heart such as my love for others and submission to authority. I am sure many of you can relate to this too. But it is when God begins going deeper and deeper that many of us reject His correction and instruction. When we do this over and over, we begin to harden our hearts, therefore, desensitizing ourselves to His voice. I believe this is when our initial zeal and passion for the Lord begins to wane and the fire begins to be quenched in our lives. 
Therefore, it is during these times of the Lord’s little nudges of instruction and correction that we are “to say the same thing as God.” First of all, this means to acknowledge in our heart and mind that we need to change. Then, secondly, it means to verbally declare to Him that we are making the necessary adjustments. And, last but not least, to follow through with our confession with works of repentance. This is what it means to “confess our sins.” It is not necessarily the religious practice of “repenting” at the altar for hours until we feel forgiven. It is simply coming into agreement with God, what He says about you and what He says about what you are doing. Not just for the sake of saying, “Well, yeah, I know what I am doing is wrong but I am still not changing.” No, “confession” implies a change of direction accompanying our verbal acknowledgment that we are missing it, not just mere words. This is true repentance.   
But as I made the point of earlier, it takes humility to do this… The pride residing in our lower nature chokes on the thought of admitting when it is wrong. It hates acknowledging that what it has been doing or what it wants to do is wrong. It despises this, number one, because it must humble itself and say that it was wrong and God was right. And, number two, it despises it because it wanted that wrong thing so bad the self-centered, prideful part of us must crucify that desire and live according to someone else’s desires. These two aspects of this decision to “confess” are diametrically opposed to that prideful, self centered nature that we all have. This is why it is so hard to do this and, subsequently, so few live their lives this way. 

But not us, right!?! We will endeavor to live a life of humility towards God- admitting when we are wrong no matter how we feel and acknowledging that God is wiser than we are. We will endeavor to “say the same thing” as God and humble ourselves under His omniscience. 

So ask the Lord to help you to be soft and sensitive to His still small voice. Then endeavor to listen to those little nudges by the Holy Spirit, and when you sense Him correcting you, make the necessary adjustments and “say the same thing” as Him. Like I said, it is easier said than done, but the fruit to this kind of life is lush and by far more gratifying. 

Till next month… Maranatha!   




Victoriously,
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