Welcome to this, the 51st edition of our Living Logos teaching newsletter. This month, we are obviously beginning our next fifty Living Logos with a new and much improved format. I hope it is appealing to your eye, while at the same time remaining “reader friendly.” We just felt it was time to dress these up a little bit, and we would like to thank Sphinx, Inc. for their help in creating this new design for us.

I remember back to the very first Living Logos I wrote over four years ago… In it, I taught on the importance and transforming power of the Word of God in the life of a believer. This was and still is a topic of great importance to me because everything I ascribe to is what I wholeheartedly believe to be based on the Bible- God’s holy written Word.
The Word of God is the foundation that we should build everything we believe upon. Sadly to say, there are many so-called “believers” that do not believe this foundational truth. Yes, many that wear the title of “Christian” build their lives on their own preconceived ideas and self made belief systems. Some have even built their lives on the philosophies of the world. This is a grave shame! The Bible is meant to be the source of all of our beliefs! God gave it to us to be our “map”- to direct us and lead us into knowing Him, His ways and His promises. 

INTELLECTUAL versus SPIRITUAL

Many argue the validity of the Holy Scriptures saying that they were written by men and, therefore, contain errors and imperfections. They say these things to discourage our trust in the fact that the Bible is the inspired and authoritative Word of God. 

Now concerning these unbelievers, I am sure it is difficult to the natural mind to believe that there is a God out there who “inspired” many different authors to write these 66 books and compile them together to create what we call the Holy Bible. I’m sure it is difficult to the intellectual and carnal mind to believe that what we see recorded actually happened and were not made up by the authors. But the truth of the matter is, the Bible is God’s Holy and inspired Word to us. The truth is, it is perfect and contains all that God saw fit for us to know, but it takes faith to ultimately see this. 
If one is reading the Bible in unbelief and is just trying to wrap their minds around the truth of God’s Word, they will not get it. The Bible is a spiritual thing and will only seem like foolishness to the natural mind. There must be some spark of faith present, and when someone reads the Word with just a little faith, it can become more real to them than the things that they read in the newspaper. 
Therefore, if one does not have any faith, we do not need to argue with them about the validity of the Scriptures. These things must be believed and once that genuine faith is birthed in one’s heart, the doors of understanding and revelation are endless. 

This is why receiving the Holy Spirit is vital to understanding God’s Word… It is because the Bible is not meant to be grasped intellectually. The Word is spiritual truth and, therefore, needs the Spirit of Truth to be fully realized and comprehended. He is our Teacher of the Truth. 
Did you know why He is the Spirit of Truth? It is because He is the One who actually authored all 66 books. Yes, although men physically wrote these words, the Holy Spirit is the Bible’s true Author because He moved every one of them to write what they did. So what better way to understand the Holy Book than to have its Author residing within us to teach and guide us through it’s content!?!

But many believers get out of balance with this as well… They think because they have the Holy Spirit that they do not need the Bible. They believe that since they have the Teacher dwelling within them and around them that He will communicate to them all the Truth that they need. Although I most definitely believe God still speaks to us in supernatural ways today such as through prophecies and even audibly, I also believe this is the exception and not the norm. Certainly God speaks to people in these more spectacular ways from time to time, but it is very evident that this is not His primary way of communicating with us. 
So what is God’s primary way of communicating with us? How we can we hear from God more consistently? This is what I want to talk to you about this month- The best and most regular way to hear from God. 

HEARING FROM GOD ON DEMAND
Did you know that we can hear from God any time we want to? Absolutely! At any given time we can hear directly from the Almighty Creator of the heavens and the earth. 

Let me tell you of an experience I heard a highly respected minister once had because it perfectly illustrates the point I want to make to you this month…

This man had such a strong desire to hear from God and he was spending a particular time of prayer pleading for the Lord to speak to him. He was begging the Lord to teach him how to hear from Him because he knew that if he could hear from God that He would have all the answers that He would ever need. Well, as he was beside his bed he said, “Lord, speak to me! Please Lord, just speak to me…” As he was praying these words, he was prompted to open his eyes and there before him, lying open on the bed, was his Bible. When he looked up and saw the Bible laying there, the Lord spoke to him in his heart saying, “I have already spoken many things to you in my Word. Find out what I have already spoken to you, and if I need to speak anything else to you, I will.” I hope that this truth rings in your heart like it does in mine.

You see, we have something available to us that contains the inspired words of the Almighty Creator of the heavens and the earth! We have God’s Holy Word at arms length whenever we want to hear from God! So if we want to hear from God, all we need to do is pick up our Bible and start reading because it is God’s primary way of speaking to us. 

Now I know that there are Christian groups out there who do not embrace this truth… These are they which wholeheartedly believe in the supernatural manifestations of God. And while I absolutely and unapologetically believe that God wills to manifest Himself today the same as He did 2,000 years ago, we need to also believe that the Bible is the ultimate authority, not our experiences.
THE MORE SURE WORD OF PROPHECY

Let’s look over at 2 Peter 1:16-21 and take a look at Peter’s views on this matter…

In verses 16-18 the Apostle Peter recounted to his readers a very spectacular experience he had during Jesus’ earthly ministry. It was of his experience at what we call “The Mount of Transfiguration” when Jesus spoke with Moses and Elijah, His face shown like the sun, and His garments became white as the light (Matthew 17). 
This was an incredible experience for Peter, I’m sure. I mean, to see Jesus displayed in all of His glory! This had to be enough to convince him of the diety of this Man that he had made his Master, right? On top of that, not only did Peter say that he was an eyewitness of Jesus’ majesty (2 Peter 1:16), but he also said that he heard the audible voice of God saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased” (vs. 17&18). Nothing could be more convincing than this: To see what he saw and then to hear what he heard. Surely, Peter had to be sure that this was the Son of God now, right? No, notice what he goes on to say in verse 19… 
He said that we have a more sure word of prophecy, speaking of God’s Word! This is such a huge point! If Peter said that his experience with the Lord Jesus Himself was subordinate to what is written in the Holy Scriptures, and if Peter said that the prophecies recorded in the Word of God are more of a sure thing than this particular experience, then we had better not let any experience we ever have or any “prophecy” we might receive be more convincing to us than what is written in God’s Word. 
MANY VOICES - ONE AUTHORITY
You see, there are many voices in the world and it would be easy to have one of these spectacular experiences and it not be God at all. There have been many false religions begun through supernatural experiences that individuals claim to have had. Now I do not doubt that some of these individuals have indeed had the spectacular experiences that they say that they have had. What I do doubt, however, is that these experiences were actually God inspired. 
What needs to be understood is that Satan loves to counterfeit the things of God. As Paul said 2 Corinthians 11:14, he likes to masquerade as an angel of light and lead well-meaning people (even God’s children) into error through this deception. This is why we need to always make sure what we are hearing or seeing is substantiated by the Scriptures. If our experiences are not backed up by the Bible then we better think twice about embracing those experiences as being from God.

For example, say I was sitting in my room and all of the sudden it began to be filled with a cloud of glory and then three glorious beings entered my room claiming to be the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then they told me that they had some new revelation to share with me and that I had been chosen to carry this new teaching to the world. My first question would be- “Where is this revelation found in the Bible because I need at least two or three verses to let this word be established?” Then, if they were to say to me, “Son, this is a new revelation just for you!” My reaction then would be- “Well, this visit has not been as nice as I hoped it would. I will have to ask you to leave.” 

You see, God has given us His Word so that we will not be deceived like this. Satan most certainly can (and has) counterfeit the things of God. Therefore, it would behoove us to know the truth so that we are not swayed by just any spectacular experience.          
THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD AGREE
Now I am not trying to downplay the importance of hearing from God in other ways like through the ministry of the Holy Spirit (i.e. the inner witness, the gifts of the Spirit, etc.). Both the Word of God and the Holy Spirit are extremely important. 
Let me give you another experience I once heard a lady had (For those of you that know me, you know I NEVER use examples from other people, but I just felt impressed that these two instances are essential to what the Lord is trying to communicate to us this month)…
There was a Christian lady who the Lord gave a dream to… In this dream she found herself on a beach, and on this beach there were landmines buried all across it. As she stood there pondering how she was going to cross over this beach, the Lord spoke to her saying, “Would you rather I speak you telling you where to take each step or would you rather I give you a map that tells you where every landmine is located?” The point the Lord was making through this dream was that she did not have to choose between those two options because God has already given them both to us. 
You see, we have the Holy Spirit living within us- the voice of God- to lead us and guide us, but we also have the “map”- God’s Holy Word- that spells out to us the direction we are to take. We have the map (i.e. the Word) and we have the One who drew the map to interpret it for us (i.e. the Spirit). This, my friends, is a fail proof method! There is no excuse for us not to always be led out of harms way and always into triumph!      

Therefore, the ministry of the Holy Spirit compliments the Word of God in our lives. One is not more important than the other. On the contrary, they both work hand in hand to lead us on the path of life that shines brighter and brighter unto the perfect day (Proverbs 4:18)! The Spirit and the Word agree and will never contradict each other. 
So, in regards to hearing from God, what is the primary way God speaks to us under this new and better covenant? Certainly, He communicates to us through different avenues, but I am convinced that the most regular and clear way that He speaks to us is through the Bible. 
THE RHEMA OF THE SPIRIT

I know it may be different with others, but I have found that the number one way God communicates to me is through what is written. I am not talking about while I am necessarily reading the Bible; I am referring to the words of the Bible being spoken to my heart. 

How many times has this happened to you? Has God ever spoken to you through what is written? Maybe there was a time when you were feeling weary and the words, “Let the weak say I am strong” rose up in your heart. Maybe there was a time when somebody did something to hurt you, and as you were getting ready to retaliate, you were reminded of the words- “But whoever slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other also.” This, my friends, is the ministry of the Holy Spirit! 
Did not Jesus tell us that the Holy Spirit would remind us of the things that He spoke to us (John 14:26)? And Jesus is the Word (John 1:1)! Even in his ministry, the Apostle Paul called the Word of God, the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). This further indicates that the Holy Spirit’s job is to speak to our hearts the things recorded in God’s Holy Word. We call these Holy Spirit inspired revelations of the Scripture “rhema (words)”- that is, Scriptures that God specifically quickens and communicates to us.

But there is an important part we have to play in Him fulfilling this ministry in our lives… We need to spend time reading, studying, and meditating His Word. You see, if we do not ever spend any time hearing what the Word says to us, how will the Spirit ever be able to remind you of it? To “remind” carries the idea that you once knew it and now you need to hear it again. Therefore, spending time in the Word is essential to allowing the Holy Spirit to remind you of these Words when you need to be reminded of them. 

But not only can we hear from God after we have read the Word of God through these Spirit-inspired “rhema” words; we can receive a “rhema” while we are reading the Bible too!

THE DAIMOND & THE PRISM
You see, one mistake we need to avoid making when reading the Bible is reading it like it is just any other book. It is easy to slip into this because of the weakness of our flesh, but the Bible is not meant to be read like we would say a history book. The Bible is more than just a compilation of facts and historical information. The Word of God is God-breathed! It is living and powerful! It is a Living Book, containing the power of Almighty God- power to transform you and the things which concern you. Therefore, we should not study it like it is a textbook. We should read it in faith- believing that is God’s personal letter to us and that its Words are more than just letters on pages. 

I like to compare the Word of God to a diamond… If you look at a diamond where there is little light, it can look just like any other rock- dead and uninteresting. But if you put that same diamond where there is bright light, it will refract that that light into many different, beautiful colors- like snow crystals appear on a clear and sunny day. This is exactly what reading the Bible is like… 
If the Word of God is looked upon with no “light” (i.e. no faith and no Holy Spirit), its beauty will not be fully realized. But if “light” is present when it is read, nothing could appear more precious and valuable. On top of that, when the Bible is read with no light and like just any other book, each Scripture will be seen as having only one meaning- which would be the obvious interpretation based on the context. While considering the context that each verse was written in is a good and safe way to build our core-beliefs, we would also do good to read these same verses with an open-heart, where the Holy Spirit can communicate directly to us on a personal level. 

You see, every Scripture in the Bible is also like a prism… Depending on the angle the light hits a prism, will determine the color that the prism will refract. Likewise, every verse of the Bible is capable of refracting a different meaning and personal application depending on the angle the Holy Spirit shines His light on it. I could give you example after example of this from my own life; but I can assure you that there is nothing like having God speak directly to you what, say Paul spoke to the Philippians or Moses spoke to the children of Israel. 
This is what makes the Bible alive and different from any other book… The Word contains all the infinite and inexhaustible treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:3). He, the Word, is the manifold (i.e. much colored) wisdom of God, containing many shades, tints, hues, and colorful expressions. And when we see the Word of God like this, it becomes the most beautiful thing we ever laid our eyes on! Hallelujah!  
PERFECT AND COMPLETE
Yes, the Word of God is perfect and complete; it is one of the most precious things God has ever given us. I have never personally studied any of the Bible Codes that we are told are contained in the Bible, but I do not have any problem believing that they are true. God’s Word is so perfect and complete down to every book, chapter, and verse. 

Let me give you a fact about the Bible that is incredible… 

Did you know that the total number of chapters in the 66 books of the Bible is 1188? “What is so incredible about that?” you might ask. Well, there is only one place of the Bible that those four numbers are used in- Psalm 118:8! And did you know that the shortest chapter and the longest chapters of the Bible- Psalm 117 being the shortest with just two verses & Psalm 119 being the longest with a whopping 176 verses- are the bookends of this 118th Psalm. Coincidence? I think not! 
This is just one of the many examples that what we have canonized in the Scripture that verifies the perfection of God’s Word. So what is the lesson we can take with us from this teaching this month? It is found in none other than Psalm 118:8 itself! “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in men.” 
While we might receive good teaching and encouraging prophecies from men and women of God, it is better to put our trust in the more sure word of prophecy. While we might believe we heard from God and are being led by the Spirit, it is better to put our trust in the more sure word of prophecy. God’s Word is more sure than anything else!       
So do yourself a favor, if you are not already giving the Bible the proper place of priority in your life, begin to today! Make God’s Word a priority by spending time reading, studying, and meditating day and night. Someone might say, “Trey, I just don’t have the time!” To which I will respond- “You don’t have time not to!” If the Bible is indeed what we say it is- His holy and inspired Words to us- then nothing and no one should be able to keep us away from it. Make time for His Word everyday- whether it be 15 minutes or 150 minutes- just make time. You will be glad you did, for when we read it in faith and with the Holy Spirit, God will begin to speak to you through it and you will be better equipped to hear Him as result. 
Maranatha!
Victoriously,
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