October 23rd, 2010

Living Logos
Greetings in the name of the One True and Living God and His Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ!

We pray that this 50th edition of our Living Logos newsletter finds you blessed exceedingly, abundantly, above all you could ever ask or think. 

It is hard to believe that this is our 50th Living Logos! As I look back over the many different teachings that we have written over the past four years, I stand amazed at God’s grace! He has used these newsletters to bless the lives of many different people as evidenced by the feedback we have received. But not only have these teachings ministered to its readers, they also have helped me discover part of my calling to the body of Christ which is to not only use my voice to proclaim the truth, but to use the pen as well (or, I guess, I should say the keyboard(). 
These Living Logos, I believe, have been God-ordained and I hope the Lord will allow us to write them until we finish our race. 
Concerning our biggest project to date in this arena, we have already begun receiving many glowing comments and rave reviews on our first book- The Believer’s Battle Plan. We have distributed over a hundred here locally and around different parts of the United States. It has been put in the hands of several pastors and church leaders as well as many different believers of various backgrounds. Our goal is to put as many copies in the hands of the church as we can so that God’s people will be encouraged, strengthened, and edified. 
The Word is getting out! Please help us in spreading the Word! First and foremost, you can help us by offering your prayers for this project. As Paul said in 2 Thessalonians 3:1- “Pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified.” But, secondly, you can help us by taking advantage of a special offer we had on our hearts to do… 
With Christmas time rapidly approaching and with so many families falling on hard times financially, it seems good to us to offer The Believer’s Battle Plan at a bulk discount rate. We want to offer 5 books for $35 (plus shipping and handling which totals around $40 after taxes). That is over 50% off our regularly listed price! 
We have a twofold reason for making this offer: Number one, it helps you to save money on your Christmas shopping with a God-inspired Christian book that would make a great Christmas gift. Number two, it gets the gospel out at the same time! Now that, my friends, is a win-win situation(! So if you are interested in this offer, just contact us, and we can reserve your copies today. 
As for this month’s teaching, I feel led to continue on with our teaching from last month…

Last month, we dealt with a couple of Scriptures in Philippians chapter four where the Apostle Paul taught the Church of Philippi how to walk in the peace of God. We began our teaching last month by looking at verse 9 where Paul said, “The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.” We saw how the fruit of having the God of Peace with us is having the peace of God on us. We ended our lesson last month by looking at verses 6 & 7 that show us how to walk in that peace that surpasses all understanding: It is through prayer and supplication with thanksgiving. 
But what I want us to see this month is that our communication with God (i.e. prayer, supplication, and thanksgiving) is not the only important part of experiencing the peace of God. There is a very important truth found in between these verses and this is found in verse 8. So let’s begin to look at this verse in great detail in order to see how we can experience the God of Peace in our lives. 

Philippians 4:8 says, “Finally, brethren, whatever things are ﻿true, whatever things are ﻿﻿noble, whatever things are ﻿just, ﻿whatever things are pure, whatever things are ﻿﻿lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy- meditate on these things.” What a tremendously powerful verse! The truth contained in this verse would absolutely transform our life if we would begin to apply it.
THINK ON THESE THINGS
Many of us have heard some great teachings on the importance of the mind and our thought life, but what I have found is that many of these teachings only deal with what we shouldn’t be thinking on. They seem to only stress the importance of not thinking on things that would lead us into sin, doubt, fear, etc. And while it is most definitely important to not think on these things, I want you to notice a relatively simple yet profound point made in Philippians 4:8…
In this verse, the Apostle Paul does not tell us what not to think on; he tells us specifically what we are to think on. In other words, he does not spend his time saying, “Alright guys, do not think on things that are untrue, dishonorable, unjust, impure, etc.” No, he tells them (and us) what we should be thinking on. 

Why is this so important? It is important because it’s imperative that the Christian not just be defensive in their thought life, but that we also be on the offensive with our thoughts. 
Take the armor of God for instance… Paul said that in order for us to be able to stand against the wiles of the devil, we must put on the whole armor of God. That means that in order for us to wage a good warfare against the enemy, we must be arrayed in every piece of armor- the shoes, belt, breastplate, shield, helmet, and the sword. A soldier who is going into combat against their enemy would be in trouble if he had on only the defensive parts of armor with no offensive weapon, wouldn’t he? It is for this reason that Paul included the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 
You see, we could hold up our shield of faith and try and quench every fiery dart that the enemy will throw at our minds, but if we do not ever fight back, eventually we will get weary and get hit by his darts. Yes, fighting back is the only way to get a bully to back off, and the devil is the epidemy of a bully… He will keep attacking your mind until you get proactive and start thinking on these things listed in Philippians 4:8.     
So let’s begin to look at these different things listed in this powerful verse in order to find out what we should actively be thinking on… 
WHATEVER THINGS ARE TRUE
In the beginning of this verse Paul said, “whatever things are true…” In order to live in peace we must learn to focus on and think on the things that are “true.” 
Now there are a lot of thoughts and imaginations that enter into our mind that we perceive as true, but do not line up with God’s Word. God’s Word is truth (John 17:7)! So if what we are thinking on does not agree with what God has said in His Word then it is not true. Period! It might be a fact, but that does not make it true! So filling our minds up with God’s Word- meditating on His Word day and night- is going to be a major key to experiencing God’s peace in our life.

But did you know that what so many of us struggle with which causes us to lose our peace probably more than anything else is letting our minds think on things that are not even real? I have heard this spiritual epidemic called, having a “speculative imagination.” Let me give you an example… 
Say you are at work one day and one of your co-workers looks at you in an unpleasant way. Well, what so many of us tend to do is to start speculating why they had that look on their face. Our minds will begin to formulate all kinds of ideas of what they might have been thinking. (Mind you that this is purely speculation on our part) But we just tend to take these things personally. And why is this? It is because we are self-centered. We think the whole world revolves around us. We usually do not think rationally like, “Maybe they are just having a bad day” or “Perhaps they had something else on their mind.” 
But what if we were to just decide to think on what is true, and not on what we think is true? What if we would just lay all of our speculations of what others might be thinking about us aside and choose to think on what God truly thinks about us? This will do nothing but enhance that peace that surpasses all understanding in our life! 
So what Paul was saying is for us to think on whatever is “true”- to meditate on what God’s Word says because it is the truth. Sure, there will be times when people will say things about us that they believe are true. Even we ourselves will adopt certain negative concepts about ourselves that we believe are true. But these things should not be allowed any space in our minds because the only thing that is true is what God thinks about us. 
Indeed, let God be true and every man a liar! What makes us liars? When what we believe is contrary to what God has said! His opinion of us is the only “true” opinion, so think on these things that are true!
WHATEVER THINGS ARE NOBLE
That leads me to the next thing Paul said that we should think on- “whatever is noble.” This word “noble” literally means “worthy of respect and reverence.” 
Did you know that there are a lot of things that we let ourselves meditate on that do not deserve the amount of attention that we give them? For example, staying with the last example we used, when we allow our minds to focus on what others believe about us over what God thinks of us, we are giving more honor to their thoughts than God’s thoughts. 
You see, we actually show honor to the thing that we think about the most. If we are constantly giving our focus to someone or something then we are acting as if that person or thing deserves or is worthy of more honor than anything else.  
So what is worthy of our respect and reverence? What is really important to think about? 
How about God? How about His Word? How about all that He has done for us in our lives? These are things that are truly worthy of our focus and attention- not the things of this world. These are the things that deserve that place of honor in our minds. When we let our minds be dominated by thoughts of this present, evil age such as our favorite hobbies, our jobs, etc. we are giving them the place of honor that God alone deserves.  
Jesus told us that the first and greatest commandment is to love the Lord God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. So making reference to the mind, the Lord was indicating that He desires for our minds to be dominated by thoughts that are directed towards Him. This is not unreasonable; maybe a little radical to some, but not unreasonable. He alone is worthy of our thoughts! So think on these things that are noble!
WHATEVER THINGS ARE JUST AND PURE
When we look at the next two words Paul used in Philippians 4:8- “just” and “pure”- we find that they are the synonyms for “righteous” and “holy.” 
These two words are incorrectly thought of in our modern church as having the same meaning- perfection. If you were to ask many Christians- what is the difference between being “holy” and being “righteous?”- you would probably not find too many who could tell you because they are generally both viewed as being totally absent of mistakes and faults. But this is not correct… 
The word “righteous” describes “to state of being or doing what is right and in agreement with God’s standards.” I don’t have time to go into a lot of detail about this, but if you study “righteousness” it was almost always used in connection with God’s heart of freeing the oppressed, giving to the poor, providing for the orphans and widows, etc. And with as much as you see in God’s Word that He dealt with these issues, it is clear that doing these things are what are “right” in God’s sight. In other words, taking people who are in helpless situations and lifting them up out of their afflictions, is God’s standard for all of us. 
The word “holy”, on the other hand, describes “being set apart, being different, and uncorrupted by everything else.” Like this word “purity,” it describes not letting our garments get dirty or soiled by the filth that is around us. Now most of the time, when we think of this word “purity,” we think of it in relation to being sexually pure. And while that is most definitely a part of purity, being faithful and pure in our relationship with our Husband, Jesus Christ, is the big picture we should be looking at. So what Paul was saying by admonishing us to think on whatever is pure is to think on the things that promote faithfulness to our Lord. 
So when you apply these truths to our thought life, you find that God wants us to think on things that are right and in agreement with His standards- namely helping the helpless. He wants our hearts and minds to go out towards those who are in need around us. (We will deal further with this in the next section) He wants us to think on things that promote holiness, not on things that are impure and, therefore, corrupt our relationship with Christ. Think on these things that are just and pure!
WHATEVER THINGS ARE LOVELY
The next word that Paul uses to describe what we are to think on is whatever is “lovely.” By using this word “lovely,” he is saying to think on things that are adorned and arrayed in love. In other words, lovely thoughts are thoughts of love. 

This is not the only verse that tells us to think on thoughts of love. We are told in several Scriptures to think on things that promote the love of God- especially when it comes to our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
One in particular- Hebrews 10:24- tells us to consider one another in order to stir up love and good works. The word “consider” in this verse literally means “to think about from top to bottom.” In other words, as Philippians 2:4 also says, this word describes focusing on and looking out for the interest of others and esteeming them better than ourselves. 
You see, what the flesh tends to gravitate towards is thinking about itself. From our childhood, that fallen nature that we inherited veers towards these self-centered thoughts. But what the Holy Spirit desires to lead us unto is thinking about others. His will is for us to begin to consider what is in their best interest. He desires us to think about something we can do that might bless them. 
So, based on Hebrews 10:24, by “considering” one another- that is, being mindful of everything which concerns them- we can actually stir up the love of God in our lives! By thinking these thoughts of love, we can begin to generate love and good works in our life because our focus will be on the needs and wants of others. This is a practical way we can grow in walking in love and there are not many better ways to walk in the peace of God than to walk in the love of God. Therefore, think on things that are lovely!

WHATEVER THINGS ARE OF GOOD REPORT
You know, not only does the flesh have the tendency to think self-centered thoughts, but it also has a tendency to be pessimistic- that is, to think on things that are negative. 
You’ve witnessed this before… There are just certain people who cannot seem to think on the positive side of things. It is always what they don’t have, what they cannot do, etc. This is a characteristic of the flesh and is most definitely not having the mind of Christ. 
God desires for His people to trust and believe Him and this involves thinking on what He has done and what He has promised. He wants us to have His perspective on things- to be able to see people and circumstances through His eyes.
There is no greater example of this than Number chapter 13… 
In this account, 12 leaders of the children of Israel were sent out to spy out the land. But when they returned, 10 of the 12 gave a “bad report”- stating that they were like grasshoppers compared to the giants who were already dwelling in the land. Therefore, they could not possess this land that God had promised them. You see, these ten spies were thinking on things that were of a “bad” report because they were looking at the natural impossibilities instead of what God had said. 
How many times have we done this same thing? Problems arise in our lives, and instead of considering that God is on our side and He is resolved to fight our battles for us, we begin to fear and think about what these problems might result in.  This is thinking on things that are of a bad report. We are told to think on whatever is of a good report! This is what the other two spies- Caleb and Joshua- did! 
Joshua and Caleb did not ignore the fact that there were giants in the land, but they focused so much on God’s presence and promises that they encouraged the people to go up at once and possess the land. Joshua and Caleb were thinking on things that were of a good report, and this produced faith and confidence in them! 
We too, when confronted with difficult challenges, should choose to think on who God is, what He has done, and what He has promised. This too will lead us into that peace that passes all understanding! Think on things of a good report! 
ANY VIRTUE OR ANYTHING PRAISEWORTHY?

The great apostle then goes on to conclude his list of things to think on by summing up everything else we should actively be meditating on… He says, “if there is any virtue or if there is anything praiseworthy…” This phrase holds such an important point.
There is something that I have noticed in my relatively short walk with the Lord amongst “religious” people- They tend to always focus on the negative in people and circumstances. For example, they will look at someone whom they consider to not be as “spiritual” as them and magnify their faults and shortcomings. They will focus on the sin that they see in that person’s life and can only seem to see the areas that they fall short in. But this is not the way a Christian ought to think! 
God is love and love covers a multitude sins. Love believes the best in people. Love sees the potential in others and hopes in them to reach that potential. Love is not critical; love thinks on the positives. 
Now that leads me to this phrase… What did Paul say that we are to think on? Any virtue or anything praiseworthy! Let’s keep this in the arena of our thoughts of other people… 
What should we be thinking about our neighbor? We should be thinking on their virtues- that is, their good qualities and moral excellencies. We should be thinking on the things in their lives that are praiseworthy- that is, things that are worth talking about and things that deserve to be praised and glorified. But what do so many in the church do? They do not focus on the virtues in people in and outside their church; they think on and point out their not-so virtuous characteristics and qualities. They choose not to look at the things that are worthy of praise in individuals. In fact, they praise their sins and shortcomings. This, my friends, is ungodly! 
Aren’t you glad God does not do that with us? Contrary to popular belief, God does not focus on our weaknesses and mistakes; He focuses on our potential. Take any good parent for instance… They have an uncanny ability to only see the good in their children and are oftentimes blinded to the things in them that are not so virtuous. Why? Because this is what true love does! It focuses on the virtues and things that are praiseworthy in the ones it loves. A parent will do this to the point where they cannot see their child’s weaknesses. 

The same can be said for circumstances… Some people just have a tendency to focus on things that are negative and depressing like the condition that the world is in, the state of the church, etc. Sure, these things are unfortunate and we desire to see them change, but there is a bright side to everything. God is working in the earth today and people are getting saved by the droves everyday. So why not praise the things and situations that are worthy to be praised instead of “praising” what the devil is doing?
This can be applied to how we think of others but it also should be applied to how we think of ourselves. We should not allow our unregenerated minds to always focus on our not-so virtuous qualities that are not yet crucified or on situations in our lives that are dark and negative. 
The bottom line is that we need to think on the things that have any virtue or are praiseworthy. It is not “spiritual” to focus on the negative; in fact, it is very unspiritual. We should be positive because God is positive. This will do nothing but keep our emotions and attitude where it needs to be- full of joy and full of peace.  
If we were to summarize the things Paul told us to think on in this verse, they could be summarized in God Himself. 
Our Holy, Triune God- the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit- He is true and He is the Truth! He is noble and honorable! He is just and righteous! He is holy and pure! He is the good report- the Gospel! He is wholly virtuous and He alone is praiseworthy! So to think on these things is to think on God Himself. And as Isaiah 26:3 says, “You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You.”

Our minds are where we need this peace and when we begin to focus our minds on spiritual things, we are promised that we will experience life and peace (see Romans 8:6). Therefore, there is no greater way to live a life of full of peace than to think on these things- things are spiritual in nature and on our God Himself.
Till next month, Maranatha!!!

Victoriously,
Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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