December 17, 2007

THE LIVING LOGOS
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord! 

Well, by the time you receive this letter we will have already returned to Colorado from spending Christmas in Georgia. With the timing of our trip I had to already have this letter completed before we left so that will explain why I did not write about our trip in this letter. But what I can update you on today is some of the Christmas events that we experienced before we left…

During the week of December the 10th we had a jam-packed Christmas Extravaganza! On Monday evening (the 11th) Shannon and her co-workers went caroling at the houses of a few under-privileged families. Charis Bible College had its annual Christmas party on Thursday the 14th and it was great! You would not believe how much food they had and the skits were hilarious! On Friday (the 14th) Terry MacAlmon’s ministry had their annual Christmas party and it was a blast! We ate at a private restaurant called the Herb Garden Bistro but that was as sophisticated as the night got(. Afterwards we went to the lodge at High Forest Ranch where the devious Terry MacAlmon had games set up in each room. We were divided into three teams and competed vigorously. After all the carnal competition ended ( we gathered together and Terry discussed some of the plans for the ministry in 2007 and we ended with a powerful time of prayer. On Saturday the 16th we attended New Life Church’s Christmas play- “Winter Wonderland.” It was done in excellence- similar to Free Chapel’s annual plays. They also incorporated an evangelistic theme to it. Needless to say, we ran non-stop this past week(   

Before I begin this month’s teaching, Shannon and I just wanted to say thank you so much to all of our partners that have sown so faithfully and graciously into our ministry in 2006. Your prayers and financial gifts have been so helpful. My recent prayer for y’all has been that God would richly reward you with the desires of your hearts. The reason I specifically pray this way for you is because many of you would rather have loved ones come into the kingdom of God and walking in the truth than to have a million dollars. This is why Shannon and I pray that the desires of your hearts will be given to you, because we want you all to be truly rich and prosper in every area of your life! Thanks again for being so faithful and gracious to us! We love y’all! 

Last month we talked about the two key ways that we can successfully avoid temptations according to Matthew 26:41. To put it in a nutshell, we talked about how we can build up so much “spiritual momentum” that we can keep ourselves from entering into temptation. We discussed that we can do this through having a consistently powerful prayer life and through being spiritually minded. And before I move into what I have on my heart to talk about this month let me talk a little bit about this “spiritual momentum” that I just mentioned. 

You know that it is absolutely impossible to do a U-Turn if you are going 100 mph, right?  Absolutely! You would have so much “momentum” built up that it would be a miracle for your car to totally be misdirected at that speed. Well, this is what you can do spiritually! You can actually get to the point where you have so much spiritual momentum built up that it would be impossible for you to commit certain sins at that moment! For instance, I have been having such rich times with the Lord recently through the Word and prayer that I could not possibly see myself doing a U-Turn from the Lord! Now if I neglect my time in the prayer closet and my time in the Word long enough I know that I am capable of doing anything. But what I am saying is that today, I am not capable of forsaking the Lord because I have my foot on the accelerator and not on the brakes! You see, so many Christians are living with their foot on the brakes! They are doing just enough spiritually to keep from backsliding. The problem is that when you live that way you will be on the brink of sin everyday. The key to the Christian walk is to put your foot on the accelerator- that is, seeking and loving God with all of your heart. When you live a totally sold out life for the Lord you will find that sin will not be as strong in your life. So heading into 2007, lets put our foot on the accelerator and press forward to those things that are ahead! 

This month I have on my heart to continue discussing the subject of temptations. Although last month I talked about how we can keep ourselves from entering into temptation, there are certain temptations that are unavoidable. You see, we are living on the devil’s playground, so there will be temptations that we cannot avoid as long as we are in this world. So this month I want to talk about a specific weapon that we have as believers that will cause us to live in victory over every single one of those temptations that Satan inevitably will bring into our lives.  

In Ephesians chapter 6 we have Paul’s popular teaching on spiritual warfare and spiritual armor. In verse 16, after already mentioning three pieces of our armor, Paul expounds on our shield of faith. He says, “above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.” Notice that Paul said “above all” in describing the shield of faith. On the surface this seems like Paul is saying that our faith is the most important piece of armor but I don’t believe that to be the case. Let me explain… If you look back at verses 11 & 13, Paul said that we must have on the whole armor of God in order to be able to stand in the day of battle. This tells me that you can successfully apply 5 out of the 6 pieces of armor and still not be able to stand against the devil’s attacks. You have to apply all of the armor to be able to successfully withstand the onslaught of the enemy! So from that point alone I do not feel that there is a more important piece of armor. So what else could the words “above all” be referring to? Those words can literally be translated as- “on top of all.” You see, the shield that Paul had in mind in his illustration was the shield of a Roman soldier. The shield that they carried during ceremonies, parades, etc. was a small round shield that was just for show, but the shields that they used in actual battle were huge door-shaped shields that were capable of covering their entire body. As a matter of fact, these shields had little hooks on both sides that they would use to attach with their fellow soldier’s shield. This paints a wonderful picture of the power of walking in unity with the rest of the Body of Christ. If we are not in our place in the body and are forsaking the assembling of ourselves then we are subject to attack from the side! I can’t get off on that though.( When the enemy would fire their flaming arrows at the soldier all he had to do was curl up his body behind his shield and he would be protected. This is what I believe the words “above all” are referring to… Our shield of faith is our first line of defense! It should be the piece of armor that we use to initially defend ourselves by covering the rest of our armor. 

My reason in mentioning this about the shield of faith is because, in regard to the wiles of the devil, this is the approach that most Christians take! When he comes against their mind with temptations to doubt, fear, lust, become offended, etc. they just try and “defend” their minds. What I mean is they just try and keep themselves from thinking those wrong thoughts. And, don’t get me wrong; it is absolutely necessary to fight for the control of your mind by refusing to think on those things. It is totally necessary to use our shield of faith and resist the devil’s attempts to invade our mind. My point is that it is not just enough to defend ourselves… We have to fight back!!!  

Lets look over real quick at 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 where we have some familiar passages of Scripture in regards to spiritual warfare. In these passages of Scripture we are shown that the true battleground for spiritual warfare is in our mind. This is very important to understand because if you never win the battle for your mind then you will never win the battle for your health, family, ministry, etc. But in these three powerful verses I just want to take a look at Paul’s last statement- “bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” Let me ask you something… How would you bring somebody into captivity? Don’t you think it would be with some sort of offensive weapon? Of course! No one is going to just let you take him or her captive unless they fear that you will inflict pain if they do not obey you! So what do you reckon the weapon is that we would use to bring every thought into captivity? How about our lone offensive weapon listed in Ephesians chapter 6- The Sword of the Spirit!

If you look at the six pieces of our spiritual armor you will find that five of them are defensive and only one of them is offensive. We have one offensive weapon that we, on a daily basis, must use if we are going to be able to withstand in the evil day! Just think how ludicrous it would be for a soldier to go into battle with their shield, helmet, breastplate, etc. and with no weapon to go on the offensive with! That soldier might be able to defend himself for a little while but eventually he would be bound to miss one of those flaming arrows and get wounded. You see, the devil and his cohorts are bullies! And if we do not stand up for ourselves and fight back, he will keep “eating our lunch and popping the bag” (as Andrew Wommack likes to say(). In other words, if we never fight back against the kingdom of darkness, they will keep coming at us and eventually will pick us apart! Our sword is what we must use to fight back against those bullies! This is what is going to tame our thought life so that we can live obedient to Christ! 

So let’s look more in depth at our lone offensive weapon and learn how to utilize this weapon of our warfare… At the end of Ephesians 6:17, Paul says, “(take)…the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” First of all, why does the Apostle Paul call the Word of God- “the sword of the Spirit?” I believe the Amplified Bible gives us the answer by translating this portion of verse 17- “the sword which the Spirit wields.” Do you remember in a previous letter where I stressed the importance of hiding the Word in your heart so that, when you need the Holy Spirit to speak to you, He will have verses that He can bring to your remembrance? Well, that is what the Amplified Bible is saying as well. When we get the Word in our hearts it is like we are putting a sword in our sheaths. And when we need a “rhema word” from God, the Holy Spirit reaches down in our sheath- wields that sword for us- and puts it in our hand! Jesus taught us that this was an integral part of the Holy Spirit’s ministry- “to bring to our remembrance all the things that He has said to us.” (See John 14:26) But I believe the most important part of understanding what the sword of the Spirit is and how to use it is found in the phrase “which is the word of God.” The Greek word used to translate “word” is not the word “logos.” The word “logos” is the word used throughout the Bible to describe “the written Word of God.” My reason for making this point is because you are not hurting the devil by reading and studying the Bible. This does not affect him at all! He will indeed fight your time in the Word, but not because it is affecting him now. He will fight your time in the Word because it could affect him later! He is terrified of you getting the Word rooted in your heart because of the damage that the sword might be able do to him down the road. The Greek word that Paul used for “word” in Ephesians 6:17 is the Greek word “rhema.” This word has a couple different shades of meaning but its basic meaning is “a spoken word.” The sword of the Spirit is the spoken Word of God! You see, you wield your spiritual sword every time you open your mouth and say, “It is written…!” 

Now this shows us what Jesus was really doing to the devil in the spiritual realm in His day of temptation in the wilderness (see Matthew chapter 4 & Luke chapter 4). Every time the enemy would fire one his fiery darts at Jesus (which I believe to be in His mind- contrary to many theatrical reenactments of Jesus’ life), Jesus would respond by saying- “It is written…” Jesus was using the sword of the Spirit and fighting back! He was not just holding up His shield of faith and saying, “I resist you Satan!” No…He was speaking the Word of God and retaliating against the devil’s attacks! And if Jesus had to do this then, we can be sure that this is what we must do as well! Victory over temptations begins when the Word is planted in your heart, but it is not consummated until the Word bears its fruit out of your mouth!  

And let me add this in here…  I believe saying, “It is written!” is an important part to seeing the full fruit of this. The reason I believe this is because, first of all, Jesus said it when He was tempted! I don’t believe; however, He said it before each quotation of Scripture just to show us that what He was saying was from the Word of God. I believe He said it because it is part of seeing our sword work more effectively. And this is just my own opinion, but I tend to believe the reason that this is so important to say is because it is making the sword of the Spirit a double-edged sword! When you say, “It is written” it is as if you are stating that what you are about to say is God’s Word, not yours. You see, the devil (and you) needs to hear that what you are about to say did not originate from you. It originated from God and you are just putting yourself in agreement with Him. That is all confession is… If you look up the word “confession” in the original Greek it literally means “to say the same thing.” You have to understand that Satan is not afraid of your sword. He is afraid of God’s sword! And when you speak God’s Word you are wielding God’s sword! You see, we are told to put on the full armor of God! Not the full armor of Trey…not the full armor of Shannon…etc. We have available to us God’s armor! That is what terrifies the devil and causes him to run in stark terror. So we need to incorporate those three simple words when we are resisting the devil’s attacks against our minds. In doing so, we are saying, “Devil, what I am about to say, God has already said…” This is what makes the sword of the Spirit a “double-edged sword.” Let me further explain this… 
In Hebrews 4:12 we are told that the Word of God is living and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword. The terminology “two-edged” comes from the Greek word that literally means “two-mouthed!” Yes, that’s right… “two-mouthed.”  What is the significance of this? I believe that the sword of the Spirit becomes a two-edged sword when it first comes out of God’s mouth and then comes out of our mouth! You see, it is not good enough for it just to come out of God’s mouth! We all own Bibles that are full of God’s promises and statutes, but none of them will come to pass unless you start letting them come out of your mouth too! If God’s promises all came to pass in our lives just because He promised them then everyone would already be saved, healed, delivered, and living in victory. No… He wants our words to agree with His words! The power lies when we mix His Words with our faith! When this happens, things will start happening! The great evangelist Reinhard Bonnke was once quoted to have said- “The Word of God is just as powerful coming out of your mouth as it was coming out of God’s mouth!” Wow! What a powerful statement! We are created in God’s image and likeness and He has called us to speak His Word and expect that same creative power to become operative in our lives! If we could only get a glimpse of what takes place in the spirit when we speak God’s Word, we would be amazed!

So the next time you feel like the devil is getting a little too close for comfort just start speaking the Word of God- “It is written…It is written…It is written…!” When you do this it is like you are slinging a sword around in the spiritual realm and the devil will back off! And this is what he did in Matthew chapter four and Luke chapter four when Jesus kept responding- “It is written…” The Bible says that the devil left Him (see Matthew 4:11)! As a matter of fact, if you look at Luke’s account in the Amplified Bible, it explains this to mean that he “stood off from Him” (see Luke 4:13). Can you see it? The devil was tired of getting cut by the sword of the Spirit so he got away from Jesus! And when you start fighting back and wield your sword, the devil will get away from you too! 

I tell you the truth… Every time that I have been smart enough to respond to one of his temptations by quoting what the Word says, those temptations flee! I don’t have to fight to keep myself from thinking them! They just leave! Do you know why? They leave because the spirit generating those thoughts leaves! Those wicked spirits will not hang around the Christians that are wielding their swords. For example, this is the simple cure for depression and oppression. If the enemy is tormenting you in your mind, then learn some Scriptures that tell us how to think and say, “It is written, rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice (Philippians 4:4)!” or “It is written, whatsoever things are true, pure, noble, lovely, of good report, etc. think on these things (Philippians 4:8)!” Whatever you are dealing with, find Scriptures that pertain to those temptations and begin to speak them when darkness tries to invade your space. You will see results! The Word promises it! Selah! 

      Victoriously,

Trey & Shannon Dickerson

                                                                                            3008 Illinois Ave. Apt. C

Colorado Springs, CO 80907









livinglogos@bellsouth.net
P.S. Shannon will be writing next month’s Living Logos. She is leading the devotional this week at TMMI and she will be putting her topic into a letter format for y’all to see. It is a really good teaching, so you will enjoy it.  
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