August 14th, 2010

Living Logos
Greetings in the name of our Loving Heavenly Father and Jehovah Jesus- our Redeemer!

Grace, Peace, and every spiritual and natural blessing be to you and your family!  

I am so very excited to announce to you this month an tremendous opportunity that the Lord has opened up to us…

Many of you are aware of the book project that we are currently working on… If not, we believe the Lord has led us to put into print our first book which is entitled- The Believer’s Battle-Plan. It is a teaching based on 2 Chronicles chapter 20 that has already ministered to many people through some of our recent newsletters. Well, now it seems like this teaching is going to do more than just impact a small number of people- The Believer’s Battle-Plan is going global! 
Yes, the Lord has opened up a door for this book to not only minister to a few people here in America (which is what my natural mind could foresee because of where we at right now), but also to minister to thousands in India. 

How did this happen? I asked a friend of mine- Don Krow, one of my former instructors at Charis Bible College and the director of discipleship/evangelism and collection for the saints ministry- to write a forward in our book. Well, after reading my latest manuscript, he contacted me with the proposition for us to use a contact he has in India to print and distribute 1,000 of our books to the saints in India! Glory to God! Did you hear that? One thousand of our books will be channeled through a nation!  

And, believe you me, this will not have the same impact that a thousand books would have here in the States… In many third world nations like this, the people value and respect the truth far more than most Americans when it is put in their hands. One of these books will not sit on a bookshelf or nightstand for years; they will be read multiple times by multiple people! Thank you Jesus! So I think it would be safe to say that these thousand books have the potential to reach 10,000 people! These people who also need to hear of how a Christian can go from being a victim to victor, will have the same opportunity we are going to have here. Along with us, they will be taught from God’s Word that the battle belongs to the Lord but the victory belongs to us. How awesome is that!?!
Now part of this opportunity is for you as well… The cost of this project to print, package, and ship these 1,000 books in India is only going to cost around $950! That means it will cost less than one dollar per book! Now I wish I had $950 lying around to do this myself, but I don’t (yet(). This is where you come in… I am asking you to partner with me in this ministry by helping us meet this goal. Not only that, but we need your help in getting these books printed here in the states as well. My goal is to order for us here 250 of these books and unfortunately the printing services here want the money up front. The basic range of prices that I have been quoted for this is around $6 to $7 dollars a book, not to mention other the other services rendered. This means that this book will cost over $1500 dollars (that should give you an idea how great of a deal we are receiving through Brother Don in India).

So here is our plan… I have attached a coupon in this newsletter that indicates how you would like to contribute. Don Krow has offered to allow our gifts towards the India project to run through his ministry so that our gifts will be tax deductible. It is very important if you choose to give towards this project that you make your checks payable to DKM (Don Krow Ministries) and also to not notate anything specific on the check such as our names, etc. These checks will be mailed to me and I will keep a tally and mail them to him once we hit our goal.  As for our printing costs here in the States, this is what I want to do. I want to give you the opportunity to preorder a copy of our book for you or for a friend for a gift of any amount. That means that if you would like to help us with this more significant cost, then preordering a copy would help us to pay for our initial order of 250 books. 

I sincerely hope that you will consider helping us with this book project. If you have been receiving our newsletter for any amount of time you will know that we do not make it a habit to ask for money. But this project is a very worthy cause that we believe will bear more fruit than we can imagine. Believers need the message contained in the Believer’s Battle-Plan! It has already helped dozens of people and is now getting ready to impact thousands more! Join with me in this worthy cause! We thank you in advance for your partnership and generosity.  
This door that the Lord has opened up to us is one of the many fulfillments of what the Lord led me to speak on at our graduation ceremony at Charis Bible College. Even before I was selected to be my class’ speaker, I knew what the Lord would have me speak on. And this message is something that I desire to share with you this month, that you might be encouraged and that you might understand the potential that lies in you to be used by God.  
In James chapter one and verse one he addressed the recipients of his letter by saying- “James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings.”
The particular label that he addressed his audience with is what I want us to take specific notice of… “To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad.”

THE TWELVE TRIBES

The first thing I want to bring out about this interesting label is that he called them the twelve tribes.

These twelve tribes of Israel that is an important part to the history of God’s people originated from the twelve sons of Jacob (i.e. Israel). These twelve men were who God was going to use to establish His first covenant people. But I want us to pay particular attention to what these twelve sons of Jacob were really like in the natural … They each had their own different personalities and their own weaknesses and strengths. As a matter of fact, only a few of them were honorable sons and the rest of them were just simply a mess, full of faults and mistakes. 

For example, you have Levi who murdered many men and was a cold-hearted individual. But it was through the offspring of Levi that God gave His people their deliverer- Moses, and that also gave them Aaron along with the rest of the Levitical priesthood. That is a pretty rich heritage, isn’t it? Many times we think of all the bad things we’ve done and think- “God could never use me to do anything; I’ve been too bad.” But God does not view these things like man does. He is proficient in erasing our moral and ethical failures and calling us in spite of our past. This is how good our God is! Hallelujah! 

Another good example is Benjamin… Although Benjamin himself did not have any major weaknesses that we know of, he did not have any extraordinary talents or obvious strengths that we know of either. In other words, he was a good description of God calling those that are weak, base, and foolish to put to shame the mighty, noble, and wise (see 1 Corinthians 1 ). But guess who came out of this very ordinary man? Our beloved Apostle Paul! You see, God specializes in taking those who do not have a bunch of things going for them in the natural and using them in great and mighty ways. He does not want our “abilities”; He just desires our “availability.” So if you do not feel like you have a lot to offer, good! Then you are a prime candidate for God to use mightily! 

And, last but not least, let’s look at Judah… Judah was a leader and he is well known for being the one who talked his brothers out of murdering Joseph. But although he did some good things, he als0 had relations with a harlot who ended up being his daughter! That is a pretty big moral failure, you think? So Judah was no spring chicken either… And guess who came through his lineage? King David, Wise Solomon, and subsequently the Messiah- the Lord Jesus Christ! Oftentimes, we base our usefulness to God on our performance. If we have been reading our Bibles lately and if we have been praying regularly, then we feel qualified to be used. But the moment we blow it and don’t make the best decisions we let condemnation steal our confidence that God will use us. Friends, God desires to use us not because of us, but because of those we are ministering to! Never forget that! In regards to God’s willingness to use us, it doesn’t matter how “holy” we have been or not been. He always wants to minister to people through us, period! 
You see, these great works came through these twelve men who were not perfect and made many mistakes. I believe this to teach us that the fruit that He has called us to produce and the callings that He has given us are not going to be successful because we do not have any faults or make any mistakes. These twelve sons of Jacob are to show us that God indeed calls natural people to do supernatural things.    

Now we all have certain inadequacies in the flesh. We all have weaknesses and limitations in the natural. My point in mentioning this is to show us that although most of twelve sons of Jacob were less than honorable vessels naturally speaking, God still used them to be the foundation of His covenant people that were to be used to spread His covenant to the rest of the earth. 

But this is when we must understand that it is not who we are in the flesh that is going to do great things for God; It is who we are in Him and who He is in us that is going to do mighty things. 

You see, this is why the Bible tells us that we have this treasure in earthen vessels… God has put the riches of His glory on the inside of all who have made Jesus their Lord and Savior and have been filled with His Spirit. And the purpose for this investment is so that God would be glorified through us and so that the excellence of His power would flow through us. It is what He has put on the inside of us that is going to do great things. It is who He is on the inside of us that is going to produce fruit for His glory. 

So we can see that God’s first covenant people- Israel- began from 12 men that were full of faults and weaknesses, but God still worked through them to bring His eternal purposes to pass because of who He is, not on who they were. 

GOD EQUIPS THE CALLED
Likewise, Jesus had twelve disciples- most of them having some major flaws and weaknesses. And it was through this group of twelve imperfect men that God began His next covenant people- the church- and used them to do mighty things.  

I believe the greatest example of this out of all of Jesus’ disciples is Peter… Most people would look at the life of Peter as He followed Jesus during His earthly ministry and think- “Did Jesus make a mistake with this one?” We have the benefit of reading the Book of Acts and seeing the finished product but for those who did not see it, I’m sure they thought Jesus had missed it with that one. He seemed like he was completely unqualified and the wrong choice, but God does not make mistakes. Eventually the Lord really did an awesome work in and through Peter and he stepped into his calling to be the leader of the church. And even though he still was not perfect and he made other mistakes even then, he was fulfilling his call and commission that the Lord gave him to be the leader of the church.    

So we can see through this pattern that God does not call the equipped; He equips the called! As my elder and friend, Andrew Wommack, has said time and time again- “God doesn’t haven’t anyone qualified working for Him yet”, and you and I are not the first. You see, all of us are full of imperfections in the natural, similar to how these two groups of twelve men had. But you know what? … God used them to be the foundation of a great number of His covenant people! Likewise, God will use us to be the foundation of a great number of future disciples and of a great deal of fruit. The Lord does not need “able” people; All He needs is an “available” people- that is, a people who are fully committed to Him. 

Along these same lines, a Scripture the Lord has revealed to me is 2 Chronicles 16:9. It says, “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is perfect towards Him.” The word “perfect” means to be complete, whole, and full. So what this Scripture says that God is looking for are those whose hearts are fully, completely, and wholly seeking after Him and committed to Him; and when He finds those whose hearts are fully devoted and completely committed to Him there is no limit to the great things that He will do in and through them. He will show Himself strong through you! This does not mean that you will be perfect or that you have arrived, but it does mean that you are in the position to be used by God. You will be made usable! You see, God is not looking for perfect people; He is looking for people with perfect hearts! 

This whole-hearted commitment that I am speaking of needs to be maintained throughout our life. And we will maintain that fire through doing exactly what me and my classmates heard over and over at CBC- to maintain our relationship with God and to keep our hearts hungry for Him. 

SCATTERED ABROAD

Now I want to pay specific attention to the second half of James opening address… He said, “To the twelve tribes scattered abroad.” 

These two words “scattered abroad” literally describe seed that is taken from a farmer’s bag and sown all around in various places. This is how God sees us- His children and disciples… He sees us as seed that has been in the Lord’s satchel and He is has and continues to sow us into different areas for the purpose of establishing His covenant on the earth.  

And the Scripture that I am reminded of in Acts chapter one in Jesus’ final words to His disciples when He said, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” You see, Jerusalem was where they would be at; Judea and Samaria were the other places in their nation; and to the ends of the earth, of course, described all the other nations of the world that were outside of Israel. 

You see, some of us will be sown no further than our “Jerusalem”- which would be symbolic of the city or town where we grew up. In other words, God is going to sow some of us in our hometown. 

And then some of us are going to be sown into the “Judea or Samaria’s” of this nation- which are the other states in America for the purpose of being witnesses and representing the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And then some of us will be sown “to the ends of the earth”- which is into other nations around the world doing what the Lord has called us to do- to preach the gospel to all of His creation. 

This is how God sees each and every one of us- as those seeds that are being scattered all around in order to bring forth fruit to the glory of God. 

THE PURPOSE OF A SEED

You see, a seed has two main purposes... 

Number one, they are programmed to produce the fruit that they were created to bring forth… And number two, they are programmed to reproduce themselves at the same time by creating more seeds. 

This is significant in regards to our calling… You see, we have spent the last two years having our minds reprogrammed by the Word of God. And now we, as these programmed seeds, are called to produce fruit to the glory of God and to reproduce ourselves. The fruit speaks of our production to establish the kingdom of God on the earth. Mark chapter sixteen gives us some of this fruit that we are called to produce- preaching the gospel, casting our demons, healing the sick, etc. The reproduction of seeds speaks of us making disciples and reproducing ourselves by putting into other people what God has put into us.   

In reference to us being seeds, I believe the greatest example of a seed that we have is Jesus… You see, God sent His only begotten Son to a specific place, to a specific people, and at a specific time as a seed for the purpose of reproducing Himself. You could basically translate John 3:16 as- "Because God so loved the world, He sowed the best Seed that He had so that we would not be eternally seperated from Him but to become seeds just like Jesus." And through God’s eternal plan and purpose, He was sown into the earth for three days and three nights and then on the morning of the third day He was resurrected. And now because of His death, burial, and resurrection God has gained His harvest- an innumerable number of other sons and daughters! This was the purpose of God’s Seed!

In John 14:12 Jesus made an incredible statement concerning this harvest of believers that would come as a result of His work on the cross. He said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believes on Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto My Father.” You see, the word “greater” in this verse can also just be simply defined as “more.” So the greater works that Jesus was speaking of were not necessarily greater works in regards to quality but were greater works in regards to quantity. In other words, He was looking at the result of the millions of people that would believe on Him and have the same signs following them as He had been following Him, and therefore, there were “more” works!

You see, this is the power of a seed! Not only does it have the capability of producing its fruit (i.e. the works) but it also produces more seed. Likewise, not only are we capable of producing the fruit of Jesus, but we also are called to produce disciples- As Jesus said, “Go into all the world and make disciples of all nations.” Just as there was great fruit that came through the twelve sons of Jacob and through the twelve disciples of Jesus, likewise, we are called to produce the fruit we are called to and reproduce ourselves. This is the will of God in Christ Jesus for us! 

So, in conclusion, we are God’s seeds. And even though our outer shell might not look like it has much going for it, what has been placed on the inside of us is what is going to bring forth fruit and glorify God.  

Amen!?!

Till next month… Maranatha!!!  

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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