June 9th, 2010

Living Logos
We see no greater example of the nature of God than in the face of the Lord Jesus Christ…

Jesus said of Himself that if we have seen Him we have seen the Father (John ___). Hebrews 1:__ tells us that Jesus was the express image of His person. These verses are telling us that the life and ministry of Jesus perfectly reflected the will and true character of God. So if we want to know God more and understand His will in every situation then we just need to open up our Bibles and study the four Gospels that give us the account of what Jesus did and taught. 
You see, there are many wrong teachings about God that are dangerously false because they are found nowhere in the life and ministry of Jesus. Some teach that God puts sickness, disease, and infirmities on people to teach them something. That is ridiculous thinking! You never see one time in the life of Jesus where Jesus made somebody sick or said that God made somebody sick to teach them something. Never will you see that in the four gospels! No, all you see Jesus doing is HEALING people! As a matter of fact, you will find Jesus healing EVERYBODY that He came into contact with or who came into contact with Him (_______)! Jesus perfectly demonstrated God’s nature as Jehovah Rophe- The Lord who Heals us!

Many have confused the workings of the devil for the workings of God, but John 10:10 puts it very plainly what comes from God and what comes from the devil. Jesus said, “The thief comes not but to steal, kill, and destroy, But I have come that they may have life and have it more abundantly.” You see, Satan and those inspired by Him, only come for one purpose- to steal, kill, and destroy. Anything that has this kind of effect on you is not the will of God for you. If it steals from your life and doesn’t add to it, if it takes life from you instead of adding to the quality of your life, and if it is destructive and not edifying, it is not God’s perfect plan for your life. You see, God does not murder our children because He needs another angel in heaven! God does not give us cancer to teach us something! God is not causing car wrecks and crippling people so that they can glorify Him in their weakness! All of these things take way from the quality of our life; they do not add to it! No, God is glorified when we are healed, not when we are sick. Now sure, it is a great testimony of our faith and hope when we bear the fruit of the Spirit in our afflictions, but don’t go around misrepresenting God by saying He did this to you! Who will want to serve a God that might send an earthquake and destroy your home or paralyze you so that you’ll look up to Him? If I were to do some of things to my child that people accuse God of doing to them, there is not a nation on this planet that wouldn’t convict me for abuse. But people will say that God- who gave us our very existence- is now the author of the calamities and destruction in our lives. How stupid can you be and still breathe!?! Only religion can come up with perverted theology like that! 

Please understand, God is not a taker; He is a Giver! Our God is the Giver and the Giver of life more abundantly! He adds to our life and does not take away from our life. 
And no doubt there are those reading this right now that are thinking of poor old Job- of how he said that the Lord gives and He takes away (see Job___). Understand that the account of Job happened sometime during the time period of the Book of Genesis. There were many misunderstandings about God back then and just because Job said that doesn’t make it truth. All you have to do is read the first chapter of Job and it is very clear that God did not take anything away from Job, the devil was the author of all his trials! 
A PROVIDING FATHER 

You see, God is our Heavenly Father, and if you study the common nature and characteristic of any good father among us, you will find that they are PROVIDERS! Father’s provide for their children and their families! Therefore, we can conclude that this good characteristic and quality that is built into men comes from the heart of God. God is a Giver! 
In Matthew 7:7-11 Jesus taught us about how we should view our Heavenly Father… 
A MOTHER’S LOVE

The Lord has recently opened my eyes to something a little different concerning God’s nature…

He has shown me that not only does He have paternal (i.e. fatherly) characteristics, but He also has maternal- that is, motherly characteristics. 

Now I know that this needs to be prefaced with an explanation because I am certainly not saying that God is a “She.” God is a person- not a “he” or a “”she”- but He is most definitely to be referred to in the masculine form. 

So with that said, let me explain where I get this that God also has maternal characteristics…

In the beginning, we are told that when God created man that He created him in His own image and likeness (see Genesis ___). This resulted in His creating the first man named Adam. Well, it was some time after this (how long we do not know) that God said that it was not good that man be alone (see Genesis ___). This resulted in God putting Adam into a deep sleep and drawing “woman” out of him. So here is my point…

If man was created in God’s own image and likeness and woman was pulled out of man, then wouldn’t “woman” also have at least a portion of the nature and characteristics of God? Sure she would! She would also have the same image and likeness of God too! 

So get this- Man does not fully represent the image and likeness of God by himself. Man and woman- when joined together in their perfection and God-instilled characteristics- fully represent the image and likeness of God! 

You see, a man can only represent a portion of what God is like just as a woman cannot fully represent Him either. It is only when a man and a woman join together that God can be fully personified. 

Have you ever wondered why God gave us the institution of marriage? There are several different reasons for this, but I believe what we have just been talking about is one of those reasons. 

This revelation was birthed in me one day while Shannon and I were talking about one of the reasons God put us together… I was explaining to Shannon how she possesses certain traits and characteristics that I am not as strong in. So God put us together because He knows what He has called us to do and what we both needed in each other in order to perfectly compliment each other for that calling. 

You see, man needs woman and woman needs man in order to be perfect and entire lacking nothing. Now of course this does not at all mean that God cannot make up for what one may lack in a mate. Our complete sufficiency is found in God alone! But as Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 4:12- “A threefold cord is not easily broken.” It is the three cords of God, man, and woman when joined together that is not easily broken. God has to be involved in anything, including our marriages, in order for it to be successful, but the other two cords of husband and wife are part of the equation too. 

Husbands, your wives are vital to you being successful and fulfilling God’s plan and purpose for your life. And wives, your husbands likewise are vital to you as well. 

You see, men and women are different! If you do not know this already, then you have definitely never been married( Marriage can offer a myriad of challenges because of the sole fact that men and women are just different. But that does not mean that men need to change and become more sensitive and emotional like women generally are. And it also does not mean that the woman needs to change and become more reason-oriented and less emotional like the man is. The remedy to these challenges is first of all recognizing and understanding these differences and then learning to appreciate and yield to them instead of change them. 
But back to my point of God having some of these characteristics that women have… Let’s look at a few scriptures that validate this truth about His Person.

There are two main examples that would help us in understanding God’s person…

God is called THE FATHER… That is because He is our Maker, Provider, and 

God is our Providing Father, our Loving Mother, and our Faithful Friend! 
Till next month… Maranatha!!!     
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