April 25th, 2010

Living Logos
Greetings in the name of our everlastingly faithful and merciful King and High Priest- Jesus Christ!

Grace, favor, and every spiritual blessing be yours and your family’s in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit!

God is faithful, by whom we have been called to share in His eternal kingdom and the glory thereof!

I recently shared with some friends how glad I am that I am a citizen of God’s everlasting kingdom and how I do not personally have to be troubled with the poor economic and political condition of our nation. And if you are a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, you don’t have to be either!    

Don’t get me wrong…I am proud to be an American (as it pertains to our nation’s roots) but I am a whole lot prouder to be a citizen of the kingdom of God! This nation we know and love will one day dissolve- whether at the return of Jesus or before. Therefore, it is imperative that we live in a manner worthy of God’s kingdom because His is a kingdom that is everlasting. 

You see, thousands of years from now when this world as we know it is long gone, nobody is going to give a rip about the temporal things of this age. The only thing that will matter in that day is what we did to promote and expand God’s kingdom.  

So be diligent to set your mind on things above and not on the things of this world because the way of God’s kingdom is true, unchanging, and eternal while the way of this world has no security whatsoever. 

As for this month’s teaching, we are going to do something a little different… This month Shannon and I are going to co-author this edition of the Living Logos. So let me give you a little background to how this idea came about…

A few months ago, Shannon and I were talking and through our conversation we found out that God was sharing some very similar things to both of us. Then the idea came up in me that we needed to share some of these things with you all. It is a very practical message that has been extremely beneficial to our walks and we believe it will be to yours as well. 

I would like Shannon to start us off by sharing some of her testimony and what she learned from it (I will put Shannon’s words in italics and mine in regular font)…

Shannon = Ever since I was a little girl, the only thing I ever remember wanting to be when I grew up was a wife and mother. Sure, I had thoughts about things I might enjoy doing, but I knew God had placed the desire in my heart to be a wife and mother. I can’t even begin to express to you how strong this desire was in me. 
But when you turn 35 and there is still no hope in sight for a mate, discouragement can become your best friend. I did eventually turn it over to the Lord and simply began to just believe Him and enjoy my relationship with Him. Once I did that it wasn’t very long before the Lord brought Trey into my life.  
Trey = That is not the first time I heard of that happening… I have heard this same testimony from my sister and others as well. 

I have heard that when a believer learns to become content with their relationship with God and pursues Him instead of pursuing a mate that God brings the right person into their life soon thereafter. 

And I believe that this principle is applicable to every desire of our hearts. It is the first principle of heaven listed in Psalm 37:4 & Matthew 6:33 that say when we delight ourselves in God and seek first the things that concern Him, He will grant us our needs and desires. 
Sorry, just had to interject that. Now back to Shannon’s testimony…

Shannon = We met in December 2005, got engaged in April 2006, got married in July 2006, moved to Colorado in August 2006, and found out on October 2, 2006 that I was six weeks pregnant.  This is what I call the Lord truly redeeming the time! 

If you have ever waited so long for something that you thought you would never have it- take heart.  The Lord places those desires in you, and He will bring them to pass in His time as you delight yourself in Him.

Trey = Same Holy Spirit(
Shannon = Trey and I had a “whirlwind” relationship and first year of marriage. We experienced almost every major life “stressor” – within a year- that you can experience.  I was overwhelmed at how the Lord was working things together for our good.  He was- and continues- to bless us in every area of our lives.  He is good all the time and is always faithful even when we are faithless.  
Now that leads me to the point Trey and I want to make this month…

After Levi was born, I went through eight months of depression. Now someone might say- “Oh, that was just post-partum depression. A lot of women deal with that.” I am sure that is a possibility, but I believe it was more than that for me.

I felt totally alone. I did not want to get out of bed in the morning. I had lost all hope. I did not find anyone who understood. It is not that I did not have any friends I could go to; I had just lost all desire to even get Levi and I dressed and get out of the apartment. I felt so isolated. 

Trey = You know, this is a major ploy of the devil… He will work overtime at getting us isolated so that he can more easily devour us. Just as a lion seeks to devour the one that has strayed from the pack, so the devil seeks the sheep that has left the fold because it is easy game. 
Shannon = This is one of the reasons why we are commanded to not forsake the assembling of ourselves together… but exhorting one another (Hebrews 10:24-25). If you isolate yourself like I did then you are exposing yourself to the kingdom of darkness. 
I believe trying so hard to be a good wife and mother was what the depression stemmed from. I got to the point where I mentally set expectations on myself everyday and if the day did not go according to my plan then I was completely discouraged.  
The problem was that I was trying every day to do be a good wife and mother in my own strength which left me constantly exhausted. I have truly learned just in the past couple of years what it is to rest Him and exchange my strength for His. I was placing expectations on myself that even God doesn’t place on me which was a disaster waiting to happen. 
I was so focused on the weeks and months ahead, that I let “today” pass me by.  The times in my life when I have been the most unthankful were the times when I was not focused on the gift of “today.” You see, we can look back on your past in order to learn from it and we can look to the future with a sense of hope and expectancy, but we are to live in God’s gift that is called today. God wants all of us and every part of us and our day.  
Trey =I remember this time that Shannon was fighting this depression all too well. But what I would add to her statement “I was trying so hard to be a good wife and mother” is that she was and still is a GREAT wife and mother! 

You see, sometimes even when we nobly set high goals and standards for ourselves, we can let ourselves be blinded to the truth that is right before us. We can get so focused on what we want to attain to that we forget what we have already attained to. There is a balance to this, of course, because we don’t want to be setting ourselves up for pride, but we don’t want to be setting ourselves up for discouragement either. 
My personal testimony that is very similar to this is how I have struggled before at allowing poor decisions I had made in the past dictate what I do or do not do in my present day. Let me explain…

I am a perfectionist! There is no questioning that. I have some very high standards to how a Christian is supposed to conduct him or herself. I have had people try to reason with me, saying-“Trey, most Christians do not walk in the high place you want to attain to.” But what I then tell them is that other Christians- or, the “average Christian”- is not my measuring stick. My standard is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and how He walked on this earth! 
One of my greatest struggles then is that when I fail to live up to the high expectations I have set for myself, I can easily get discouraged. And when my heart has condemned me like this- it does not encourage me to make the best decisions. 

For example, when I go day after day not seeking the Lord like I know I should, the enemy has deceived me into continuing that wrong pattern because, after all, I didn’t do right yesterday, so why should I make an effort today? This wrong thinking created many wasted weeks and months of my 10 years of being a disciple of Christ.

Well, it was not long ago that I was spending some time seeking the Lord about some of the wasted time I just recently allowed myself to walk in. My incorrect mindset was- “God, how can I get this ship turned around? I mean, I have spent months not seeking you the way I am accustomed to and I can see the negative effect it has had on me.” 

It is like a physical exercise… If you have not worked out for months and are losing your breath just walking up the stairs. It is hard to see how you can ever feel good again and be able to run (much less walk) a couple of miles. This is kind of like I felt, like I had a huge uphill climb ahead of me with no strength to make the climb. 

Well, it was at this time that God gave me an invaluable piece of practical information that I am going to share with you this month…

God spoke to my heart and in essence said to me- “Treat each new day like it is a new beginning. Forget about what you did yesterday- whether they were good decisions or poor decisions. Just focus on each day that I have given you and do your best on that particular day.”

When God spoke this to my heart it liberated me so much because I had not realized it, but for years I have based what I do with the present day that is before me with what I did on the previous day. If I failed yesterday, I would just let it snowball which caused these time periods where I wasted so much time. 

This was not the first time God showed me this…

Several years ago I had hit one of these funks, and I was driving to work that morning and God spoke to me a very commonly quoted passage of Scripture out of Lamentations chapter three that says, “Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning. Great is Your faithfulness.” (vs. 22-23) 

Notice the part of these verses that says, “They are new every morning.” This is in reference to the mercies and the compassion of the Lord. This mercy and compassion is actually the fabric of His person. In other words, they are the very essence of God’s nature and character. So when we are told that God’s mercy and compassion is new every morning, we need to believe and embrace that truth and allow every sunrise to reveal to us a dawn of a new beginning.     
But this truth that we should focus on each day as a new start is not only applicable to forgetting the things which we did yesterday, it also applies to forgetting about tomorrow. Let me explain this…

When the Lord told me to treat each day like it was a new beginning, He gave me this statement sometime after that- Treat each like it is the first and the last day of your Christian walk. Now this is a powerful statement that I will endeavor to explain briefly…

If I live everyday in this manner- not letting what I did yesterday affect my relationship with God today- then I have more confidence to fellowship with God more freely each new day. 

Shannon = I have truly learned what it means to abide and stay vitally connected to my awesome God. Once you go for an extended period of time without allowing the Word to be your daily bread, you understand very clearly why Jesus said, “Apart from Me you can do nothing.” 

What I have learned from my experience, which I spoke of earlier, is how important it is to stay in fellowship with God every day.  The way that I do this is by getting up early in the morning to give God the firstfruits of my day.  If we can get up and get ready for work every day, we can get up and praise The One who gives us the ability to accomplish the work He has blessed us with each day.  As believers, let us aim each day for the higher life.  “Set your minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the earth.” (Colossians 3:2) 

Psalm 16:8 reads, “I have set the Lord continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.”  How would you like to never again be moved by circumstances?  This scripture shows you how to do it.  Set the Lord always before you, and you will find yourself not being moved by anything except the pure Word of our living, loving Heavenly Father.  Make the decision to always be about Kingdom business. 
Trey = What a powerful verse! If I set the Lord continually before me- that is, making Him the object of my affections and putting my focus completely on Him- this will result in Him being at my right hand- that is, close and accessible to me. And when God is seated on the throne of my heart like this, I shall not be moved! Glory! 

There is nothing more important to our day than making God the most important part of our day. When our hearts and minds are stayed on Him, He will keep us in perfect peace (Isaiah 26:3). 
Shannon = The God kind of life comes as a result of making the decision to abide in Him.  John 15:5 reads, “I am the Vine; you are the branches.  Whoever lives in Me and I in him bears much (abundant) fruit.  However, apart from Me [cut off from vital union with Me] you can do nothing.  If what I am doing is not done with purpose, what’s the purpose of doing it?  If I’m not abiding in Him daily, not only can I do nothing, but nothing seems worth doing.  There is no joy or peace in my day if I have not invited Him to be part of it.  He is such an awesome Heavenly Father!  God does not just have love; He is love!  If we don’t draw on and receive that love from Him, not only do we feel dry, but there is no way that we can love others with His love.
This is so much of what I experienced when we were in Colorado.  As a first time mom there is so much to learn and so much to do.  I simply let circumstances dictate how my day went. 
The Christian life is not an event, but a process. There have been so many times I have “fallen short,” but then I choose to remember that there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Don’t live another day in regret!  If you feel like your life is simply on “auto-pilot” and your relationship with God seems dry, draw near to Him and He will draw near to you. Don’t go a single day allowing your feelings to dictate your relationship with God.  He came that we may have and enjoy life and have it in abundance. Each day tell the Lord, “I am Your hands and feet.  Show me how and to whom I can be a blessing today.  Let Your Kingdom come and Your will be done in my life today on earth as it is in Heaven.”

Trey
If we live each day of our lives with this kind of purpose and dedication, we will find that our progress as Christians will rapidly increase.  

TODAY IS THE DAY OF SALVATION
You see, there are countless Christians who allow themselves to get stuck in the past. In most of these cases, they get stuck in the memories of how they have failed in the past- unable to receive God’s forgiveness and unable to forgive themselves. These memories cause so many well-meaning, good-hearted Christians to feel like they have to preface their fellowship with God with a long time of what they call “repentance.”

The hardening of our hearts is a direct result of not practicing what we are talking about this month… When we get in this mode where we are living day after day, week after week in cruise control- not necessarily doing anything outright evil, but just allowing ourselves to be entangled in the affairs of this life- we are in the process of letting our hearts become hardened. 

What do I mean by “hardness of heart”? 

Having a hard heart is not necessarily being completely wicked like someone might think. It is just simply being insensitve to the things of God. And the longer we allow ourselves to not focus on Him or His Word, the less sensitive we will become to them. God forbid, but if we continue far enough down this road, we can end up reverting back to the lifestyle we had before we came to know the Lord. It does not matter how close you have walked with the Lord, you can wind up  committing certain sins that you did before you were saved  if you feed your  flesh long enough. 

But the good news is- Today is a new beginning! You can adopt this mentality that I am talking about, and start anew today! You can make a  decision today once again to make your heart sensitive to God. It is not a long, arduous process either. Oftentimes, it just takes a genuine, whole-hearted decision to change. 

All of us have our hearts hardened to certain degree in different areas. Some of us might not be as sensitive to the truths concerning healing while some some of us might not be sensitive to the love of God. 

You see, there are two ways that the children of Israel did not hear His voice… There was the instance where God desired to speak directly to them as He did to Moses, but they…   
e know it is long gone nobody is going to give a rip about anything other than God's kingdom.
Till next month… Maranatha!!!     

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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