March 25th, 2010

Living Logos
Greetings in the name of our Beloved God and Savior- Jesus Christ!

We pray that this 44th edition of our Living Logos teaching newsletter finds you prospering in every way!

Many of you have been receiving our newsletters for some time now, and some of you have been receiving them from the time we began writing them close to four years ago. 

The responses we have received over these past three-plus years have been very encouraging. Many of you have written to us many kind words, partnered up with us, and sent us love-offerings. And for every response we are so very appreciative! Thank you very much! 

One piece of encouragement that we have received that I would like to follow up on is how people have stated their desire for us to produce some of our materials into book form. 

While I knew that one day we would most certainly be doing this (I already have a vision of several books that I believe the Lord has given me to write in the future), I had not yet felt like it was the right time to pursue this. 

Well, now is that time! 

Recently we have been doing a study called THE BELIEVER’S BATTLE-PLAN- What to do in crisis situations and this month we will be concluding this series with part seven. I personally believe that this study has been so rich and practical. So a couple of months ago, while preparing one of the parts to this series, I really felt the Lord nudging me to get the ball rolling with putting this particular series into print as a book. 

I was put into contact with a non-profit organization almost a year ago that offers these services to ministries like us at low to minimum costs. So I have recently contacted them and I believe that this is doable for us now. 

I just wanted to inform you of this and respond to this request we have received several different times. We are very excited about getting this- our first book- into print hopefully within the year. We will keep you updated!

Also, let me reiterate to you how much we appreciate and desire your feedback. The thoughtful and encouraging words we receive really inspire us to continue what we are doing, and your monetary gifts help contribute to the cost and needs that we have. So we would encourage you to do whatever God lays on your hearts- whether it be to write, email, or call us. It really does make a difference! Thanks again!    

So now let’s get into the final part (part seven) of our series based on II Chronicles chapter 20…

Last month, we covered the response of Jehoshaphat and all of Judah after they had received the Word of the Lord. We talked about how praise and worship is our reasonable service to God in regards to all that He has promised us. We also looked at how they approached their enemies with the praisers going first, before the army. We saw from this how praise, worship, and thanksgiving are what are always going to precede us being led into victory. 

And now this month we are going to see the result of their faith-filled praise of God…    

PULLING THE TRIGGER

2 Chronicles 20:22 goes on to say, “Now when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated.”  

Notice that it says, “Now when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushes…” 

You see, it was when they began to sing and to praise that the promises of the battle being the Lord’s and them not needing to fight in this battle was fulfilled. Sure, God gave them these promises beforehand, but their praise is what triggered these promises being fulfilled. This is a spiritual law that we see throughout the Word of God… 

We see time and time again that when God’s people, in the midst of challenging circumstances, lifted up their voices or instruments in praise to God that it wrought spectacular results…

A couple of Old Testament examples that come to mind are the stories of Joshua and the Battle of Jericho (Joshua 6:20) and Gideon vs. the Midianites (Judges 7:22). In both of these accounts we see that it was when they shouted and blew their trumpets that God delivered their enemies into their hands. Each of these two instances are great examples to us of the great power that is available when we offer up the sound of praise unto God. 
But this spiritual law is not just unique to the Old Testament… In Acts chapter 16 we see how when Paul and Silas began to sing and praise while they were imprisoned in Philippi that God sent an earthquake and delivered them. 

You see, lifting up a sound of praise unto God has and always will be a catalyst to us seeing supernatural victories and experiencing spectacular provision! Praise tears down walls! It causes the enemy’s camp to flee! It loosens shackles and opens prison doors! Praise redeems, delivers, and ushers us into awesome victories! 

And why is this? Is it because God is just waiting for His people to give Him the glory and then He decides to move on their behalf? Absolutely not! God is not some ego-driven glory hunter! He always desires to help His people and give us the victories we desire. As a matter of fact, God desires for His children to experience victory and peace more than we do. 

No, the reason why praise brings the supernatural victories that we have seen is found in Psalm 22:3. In the New King James Version, it says that God is “enthroned in the praises of Israel.” It is as if our praise becomes the throne that God sits on to execute His plans and purposes. In other words, when God’s people praise Him, God is invited to reign in their midst! And now get this… When God is allowed to reign in our lives, His kingdom will come and His will shall be done! Heaven will be loosed in our lives, providing us with all manner of prosperity and blessing! Hallelujah! That makes me want to begin praising God right now, how about you? 

So when we open up our mouths and begin to thank, praise, and worship God for the victory that He promised and already provided, it triggers us entering into the manifestation of those victories. 

Now notice the fruit that came as a result of Judah’s singing and praising in the following three verses (vs. 23-25)…

THAT HAD TO BE GOD!
Verse 23 describes how God caused their enemies to turn on and destroy one another. First the Ammonites and the Moabites teamed up together against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, and then after they destroyed all of them, they turned on and destroyed each other completely. 
What an awesome way to experience victory… to have your enemies turn on one another instead of fighting against you! This is the power of rejoicing and praise! It releases God to cause those who assemble against us to turn on each other. It causes co-workers who have conspired together to do us harm to turn on and harm each other. It causes other companies who have tried to steal business from our company to turn on and fight against each other. And the list is endless! 
But my point is that by letting praise become a true priority of ours during difficult times, we can see spectacular results like this!  Just as it happened here with Jehoshaphat, our enemies will, likewise, turn on and consume one another (verse 23). Thanks be to God! 
But I want you to realize that while all of this slaughter amongst their enemies was taking place that Judah was obviously completely unaware. They were still a ways off when God was fighting this battle for them… So can you imagine their reaction as they came to the place overlooking the wilderness and saw that every man from these three armies lay dead (vs. 24)? 

I am sure their reaction was similar to Jesus’ disciples when they saw Jesus do something that superceded all logic by walking on the water… The Bible says that they were “greatly amazed in themselves beyond measure and marveled” (Mark 6:51). 

I mean to come to this place overlooking the wilderness and instead of seeing three massive armies arrayed against you, you see every last one of these “ites” laying dead! Questions would have to arise like “How did this happen?” 

But this is how God works! He oftentimes will give us miraculous victories that we nor our friends can explain and that make no sense to the natural mind! And He likes to do this number one, because He loves us, and number two, so that no man can take the glory for it. He desires to give us testimonies like this so that the world will know Him and He will be glorified through our testimony! He wants us to experience His supernatural protection and provision so that people will be forced to confess- “That had to be God!” 

This is why God calls those who do not have much going for them in the natural to follow Him. It is because people will have to recognize that the amazing things that they do for Him are not because they are so amazing in themselves. These people are oftentimes disesteemed by the world. So when God uses them in a great way, the world will have to recognize that it had to be God.     

Now notice another result of their rejoicing and praise… What is described in verse 25 is what I believe put the cherry on top of this already amazing victory! 

MORE THAN ENOUGH

When Jehoshaphat and his people came down to take their dead enemy’s spoil, what they found was an abundance of valuables and precious jewelry on their bodies! So much so, that they could not carry it off and it took them three days to gather it all! Glory to God! 

You see, if you study the Scriptures and serve God long enough, you will find that this is just God’s nature… 

Not only does God like to give you just enough victory which would have been the case if this story had ended with verse 24, but He desires to give us a “more than enough” kind of victory. Let me explain…
You see, I’m sure it would have been enough to Jehoshaphat if God would have just helped them defeat their enemies in an actual war and escape by the skin of their teeth. I’m sure he would have been satisfied with that. But that is not all God did! 

God fought the battle for them to where they did not even need to lift a finger against their enemies. And then, to make it even better, God had it worked out that their dead enemies would be covered in an abundance of valuables and jewelry! Hallelujah!

This reminds me of when God delivered the children of Israel from the Egyptians… 

We are told that when God finally got through to that hard-hearted Pharaoh to let His people go, that He also worked it out for the Egyptians to give the children of Israel of their silver, gold, and clothing (Exodus 12:35). And the next verse in Exodus 12 goes on to tell us- “Thus they plundered the Egyptians” (vs.36). 

You see, God did not want to just barely redeem the children of Israel; He wanted their Exodus to be a glorious testimony of how His mighty hand can deliver His people! And He did this by totally plundering their oppressors! And, likewise, God desires to plunder our enemies as well! He longs to not only just give us victory in every battle; His will is to give us victories that go far beyond our wildest dreams and imaginations! 

You see, God is not just enough… Enough would have been if God would have just redeemed Israel from their oppressors. Enough would have been if God would have just given Judah the ability to defeat their enemies. God is not just enough; He is more than enough! He is El Shaddai- the God who is more than enough! Not only does He fight the battle for us and redeem us, He gives us the spoil of the battle that He fought for us! This is what makes us more than conquerors (Romans 8:37)!
MORE THAN CONQUERORS

What does this mean- to be more than a conqueror? How can you be more than a conqueror? 

The answer is vividly illustrated in this chapter… 

You see, Judah had this seemingly insurmountable obstacle come against them... Three nations basically teamed up against them. Their only hope was God because there was no way in the natural that they could defeat this great multitude on their own. So they looked to God to help them, and not only did He help them, He took the battle into His own hands and fought it for them! 
Then to make it even more special for Judah, God supplied them with such an awesome spoil that it took them three days to carry it off! That, my friends, is being more than a conqueror! You partake of the victory without ever having to fight the battle, and you get a glorious bounty to boot! 

Let me give you a great natural example of what it means to be “more than a conqueror”… 

There are many athletes who, week in and week out, train and practice to become the best at their respective sports. They work extremely hard to defeat every one of their fellow competitors. 

So are these hardworking athletes that happen to be successful, examples of someone who is “more than a conqueror?” No! The person who is “more than a conqueror” in their life are their spouses. They are more than conquerors because they never had to go through the countless hours of training and they never had to compete, yet they partake of the prize money from all of their spouse’s victories! They didn’t have to take on their spouse’s competition, yet they got to spend the money that they worked so hard to earn!

So are you beginning to see how this applies to us? 

We, as the bride of Christ, never had to step in the arena with the devil and earn our salvation. Our divine Husband fought the battle for us, so that now we can partake in the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness and reign in life (Romans 5:17)! Jesus died and rose again to purchase everything that we could never afford. He came to give to us life and life more abundantly! Therefore, as the bride of Christ, we get to partake in the spoils left behind by our glorified husband’s victory over death, hell, and the grave! We are more than conquerors through Him who loves us! 

THE VALLEY OF BLESSING

Then after this glorious triumph for Jehoshaphat and his people, we see in verses 26- 29 their reaction to this awesome victory. Take some time to visualize what took place in these verses…  

“And on the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berachah (translated “the Valley of Blessing”) for there they blessed the Lord; therefore the name of that place was called The Valley of Berachah until this day. Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat in front of them, to go back to Jerusalem with joy, for the Lord had made them rejoice over their enemies. So they came to Jerusalem, with stringed instruments and harps and trumpets, to the house of the Lord. And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries when they heard that the Lord had fought against the enemies of Israel.”

Wow! What an awesome illustration of what God’s battle-plan will produce in our lives! When I recently read the conclusion to this story, I was reminded of the 126th Psalm… 

Psalm 126:1-3 says, “When the Lord brought back the captivity of Zion, we were like those who dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing. Then they said among the nations, ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad.”      

You see, the great and awesome victories that God desires to work in our lives- our redemption from every evil work of the kingdom of darkness- will produce this kind of reaction in us and in those around us… 

In regards to us, it will be like we are dreaming! There are times in the life of a believer when we might feel like we need to pinch ourselves to see if this is really happening for us or not! God’s supernatural provision will oftentimes be so surreal that when we initially hear of it our reaction might be something like- “No way! Are you kidding me!?!” This is how God desires to manifest Himself in and through our lives! 

And after the reality sets in of what God has done for us our mouths will be filled with laughter and our tongues with singing! Our hearts will overflow with joy and thanksgiving! We will not be able to help ourselves! Once we see these miraculous deliverances from the hand of the Lord, rejoicing will just overflow from our hearts in the form of things like laughter and singing. 

And then in regards to unbelievers around us, when they see or hear of these things, their reaction will be “I can’t believe it! Well, I guess the Lord has done great things for them!” It will be a great testimony to the reality and goodness of the One True and Living God when we experience His miraculous provision! 

My friends, the Lord is ready, able, and willing to do these kinds of things for us too! His will is for all of us to be led into these same kinds of victories! So let the Lord do these great things for you… Follow God’s battle-plan and watch Him give you a glorious victory! You will be glad you did.(
IN CONCLUSION
I hope that this series has been a blessing to your life! I truly believe that it has been an on-time Word for many of us. 

While it is virtually impossible to give a thorough recap of all the things that we have talked about for the past seven months, let me attempt a very brief summary…

We have discovered that there is indeed a battle-plan for the Christian when these “ites” rear their ugly heads and present various trials and tribulations in our lives. 

The first thing we are not to do is allow those negative emotions that initially come up to dictate our response when we get a bad report. We are to set ourselves to seek the Lord for His wisdom and salvation by immediately going to Him when these circumstances occur in our lives. But our prayer does not need to be one that is focused on the problem; these prayers need to be totally focused on God- magnifying who God is, our covenant with Him, what He has done, and what He has promised. 

There is also a certain mentality we need to have- We need to be totally dependent on God! We should be very conscious of the fact that He, not ourselves, is the One who has the wisdom and strength to get us out of the mess we are in.

Then, after we have presented our petition to God, we are to resist the temptation to help Him out… We are to make ourselves stand still- letting Him be God over our predicament and not trying to take things into our own hands.    

We saw how God spoke to them many exceedingly great and precious promises such as the battle was not theirs but His and then how He gave them specific directions on what they were to do. And while they were following His directions, we saw that their response was to praise and worship God… They even incorporated praise into their battle-plan by sending the singers out before the army. And this act of faith is ultimately what triggered the manifestation of their victory.

So when you get some bad news, what is your battle-plan going to be? 

Are you going to yield to those fears and feelings or are you going to respond according to these biblical principles? I can guarantee you that by responding like Jehoshaphat did in this chapter, you are setting yourself up for the same kind of victory that He experienced- an exceedingly, abundantly, above all you could ever ask or think kind of victory! 

My friends, we are living in perilous times in these last days (see 2 Timothy 2:1) and things are going to get worse on the earth before they get better. We will see more natural disasters occurring, more ungodliness abounding, etc. I am not trying to be pessimistic; The Word of God teaches us that these things will come to pass- warning us so that we will be prepared. 

And so I believe that this particular teaching has been a way to prepare us for these tribulations. So take to heart these truths! Hide them in your heart, so that in the day of testing, you will come out of these various trials without even the smell of smoke! Hallelujah!

Next month, we are going to do something a little different… Shannon and I had it on our hearts to co-author the next Living Logos and talk about a subject that we believe will be very helpful and practical to all of us. We are very excited about it!  

Till next month… Maranatha!!!     

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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