PART SIX

Greetings in the name of the God of our Savior and Jesus our hope!

Well, this month I am excited to share some good news with you…

Many of you know about the difficult situation that happened between me and my previous employer about five months ago and how I immediately went to work for another bank in the Macon area. 

It has been such a blessing to be working for my current employer. And everything that has transpired within the past five months has been a grand testimony to how God can work all things together for the good of those who love Him and are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28). 

So with that said, now for the latest good news- I was offered a promotion this past month!  

Through some different circumstances a position opened up at our branch and after inquiring of the Lord, I felt Him encouraging me to apply for it. He spoke to me the morning after the position became available and said that He wanted me to develop my leadership skills. When He spoke that to my heart such a peace accompanied it that I knew I had heard from the Lord. So for the next few days I had to wait to see if I would be offered the position instead of the other applicants. But I had so much peace during that period of waiting because I knew I had heard from the Lord and, therefore, I believed He was going to give me the favor that I needed with my supervisors. 

And, lo and behold, they offered me the position and exceeded my expectation with some the benefits! Glory to God who surrounds those who follow Him with favor as a shield! He is faithful! 
OUR REASONABLE SERVICE

Verse 18&19 go on to say- “And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem bowed before the Lord, worshiping the Lord. Then the Levites of the children of the Kohathites and of the children of the Korahites stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel with voices loud and high.”

What was their response to the Word that God gave them that the battle belonged to Him and that they would see His salvation? They began to praise and worship God!
We are told that Jehoshaphat and all of his people fell down on their faces and began to worship the Lord. Then the Levites and singers stood up on their feet and began to praise God with voices loud and high. 

So if you have been wondering what our responsibility is in light of all these exceedingly great and precious promises that we have covered in the last couple of months, here you go…

Our reasonable service is to worship the Lord for fighting these battles for us! Our reasonable service is to praise Him because all we have to do is stand and watch Him deliver us. 

This is a pretty good deal isn’t it… The Lord fights our battles and we praise and worship Him for it! What a good God we serve! 

You see, it not that physically lying prostrate or physically raising our voices holds any benefit in and of themselves…

The weapons of our warfare are not carnal (2 Corinthians 10:4)- that is, they have little or nothing to do with any of these natural expressions of praising and worshipping the Lord. 

So does this mean that it does not matter whether or not we praise and worship God in these demonstrative ways? There have been and still are those who say that it doesn’t matter whether we do these things are not. There are even those who frown upon these expressions of praise and worship, citing them as acts of “emotionalism” and not as being truly “spiritual.” 

So what is the truth? How does God desire us to express ourselves in our praise and worship of Him? 

Well, it all goes back to the universal truth that God looks at the heart and not at the outward appearance (1 Samuel 16:7). He is more concerned with the motive of our heart- why we do what we do and why we don’t do what we don’t do. 

You see, there have been many people I’m sure who have bowed down or lifted up their voices but have done these things with impure. Like for instance, there have likely been many Christians who have performed many of these outward acts just to be seen by men. But does that mean that we should throw the baby out with the bath water? Of course not! It just means that we need to judge ourselves from time to time to make sure our motives are pure. 

Notice that I said that we need to judge ourselves and not somebody else. You see, it is not our place to judge our neighbor who might be expressing themselves in a certain way. God is the judge of men’s hearts. Who are we to judge one another? 

But did you know that being very demonstrative to be seen of men is not any worse than not being demonstrative at all because of the fear of men? 

I have found that the primary reason that believers do not express themselves in praise and worship is not because they are seeking to honor God but it’s because they care about their reputation. 

Both of these motives are equally wrong because they are both pride and they are both loving the praise of men more than the praise of God.     

You see, either bowing down with our faces to the ground in worship or lifting up our voices in praise is simply a matter of the heart. When our hearts get filled up with a love and appreciation for all that God has done for us- namely, giving us victory over every battle we face, we are going to express that love and appreciation. And when we allow this genuine praise and worship overflow from our hearts like this, we put a huge smile on His face. There is no greater way to please the Lord than to give God our hearts in praise and worship like this, and especially when we are in the midst of our trials and tribulations. And when you please the Lord, you will know it! Everything in our life will come alive as we begin to lift Him up in praise and worship!

Therefore, shouting unto God with a voice of triumph and loving on the Lord is not only our reasonable service, they greatly benefit us too! We will see this in greater detail in the following verses…
But I want you to see that these are the two battle positions that we are to take as we stand still and watch God fight our battles for us. They are what God considers our reasonable service unto Him. 
FAITH IN TWO THINGS

Now notice in verse 20 that the following morning after they rose up early to go into the wilderness of Tekoa that Jehoshaphat stood and exhorted the people to believe. 

You know, even if we have had an encounter with the Lord and have a strong “thus saith the Lord” like Judah did here, we all need to be continuously exhorted to believe.  

It is easy when we get a Word from the Lord to dance and shout, but as time elapses our hearts have a tendency to become hardened to what God has revealed to us. This is why we need to surround ourselves with faith-filled believers that will offer us encouragement and exhort us to continue to believe. This helps keep our hearts sensitive to the things of God (see Hebrews 3:12-13). 

So what was it that Jehoshaphat exhorted the people to believe?

He said, “Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.”

He exhorted the people to believe specific things- to believe in the Lord their God and to believe in His prophets. In other words, what Jehoshaphat was saying was that we should have faith in two things when we are stepping out to do what God has told us to do… 

Number one, we are to believe in God Himself. In other words, we are to put faith in who He is (i.e. His nature and character). As Jehoshaphat said, believing this is what will cause us to be established. To be “established” means to be steadfast, grounded, and unmovable.  
You see, knowing who God is is what puts our roots down deep. Having this intimate relationship with Him is the foundation that keeps us established in the midst of difficult situations. 

Number two, we are to believe what He has said. You see, since the prophets of their day were the mouthpieces used for God to speak to His people, believing His prophets is symbolic of believing God’s Word. And it is through actively putting faith in what God has said that causes us to prosper. In other words, increase, growth and expansion in our lives are directly tied to believing God’s Word to us. 

So think of these two promises by Jehoshaphat as a building… 

If we believe in who God is and are persuaded that He loves us and is for us (which comes through our fellowship with Him) we will have a strong foundation that enable us to be unmovable. But it is only when we believe in what He has said- specifically putting faith in His Words to us- that we will begin to see an increase upon that foundation and become a strong pillar in the kingdom of God! Glory!  
PRAISE GOES FIRST!

Now I just love verse twenty-one!

We are told after Jehoshaphat exhorted the people… “And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the Lord, and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying: ‘Praise the Lord, For His mercy endures forever.’”

What an unusual battle plan! Sending the praise and worshippers on the front lines before the army? 
This demonstrates the great faith that Jehoshaphat’s kingdom was walking in during this particular time. And make no mistake, it was not just Jehoshaphat’s decision to throw these guys on the front lines. In other words, Jehoshaphat did not compel these men to do this. He wanted to see what they thought and gave them the opportunity to do it willingly.  And they evidently did it willingly because this verse said that he first consulted the people about doing this. They were all evidently fully persuaded that what God had promised He was going to perform because, in the natural, this was sure suicide! I mean, they did not have any weapons! They had no way of defending themselves! All they were carrying into this head to head encounter with the enemy were their garments of praise (see ____). This was a huge step of faith!  

And the even more amazing thing about their willingness to do this was that we have no reason to believe that God specifically told them to do this. They evidently just had it in their hearts based on God’s promise that they would not even have to fight in this battle. Great was their faith!

So how does them sending the singers and praisers to the front lines apply to the various battles that we find ourselves in? It teaches us that once we have inquired of the Lord and have gotten His direction that what should precede everything else we do is PRAISE! In other words, once we have heard from the Lord, the only thing left to do as we are awaiting the manifestation of our victory to rejoice and praise the Lord. It might seem like we need to do something when our enemies are approaching us, but the single greatest thing we can do is praise God. Why? Because God inhabits the praises of His people (see____)! In other words, the best way to get God to manifest Himself is by praising Him! And when God shows up like this nothing but blessing can remain. All darkness must flee in the brightness of His glory! Hallelujah! 

You see, the carnal mind thinks that the only way we are going to get out of this mess is through our own strength. But the truth is that the strength we need to defeat our enemies is not found in the arm of the flesh; It’s found in praise! 

Psalm ___ says that praise is the strength that will still the enemy. And this strength is released in our lives as we rejoice in the Lord (Nehemiah 8:10). This is the victory that overcomes the world- our faith which is voiced through praise because praise is the language of faith. Glory!

We are also told in our text that they appointed these men in not only what they were to wear, but also in what they were to say… 

The New King James version says that they were appointed to say, “Praise the Lord, for His merc endures forever” but the Amplified Bible puts their statement of praise this way- “Give thanks to the Lord, for His mercy and loving-kindness endure forever!”  

Now I want you to visualize what was going on here… Singers were appointed to march before the actual army chanting- “Give thanks to the Lord, for His mercy and loving-kindness endure forever!”

THE KEY TO ALWAYS BEING LED INTO TRIUMPH

A New Testament verse that beautifully parallels this passage of Scripture is 2 Corinthians 2:14… 

It says, “Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.”

Notice that it says that God always leads us in triumph… Not if He chooses to, not if we are lucky, not if it’s His will. No, He ALWAYS leads us in triumph! 

This sounds a lot like Jehoshaphat’s army doesn’t it? 

God was leading Judah into yet another victory that He had already won for them! 

So what is the fragrance of His knowledge that we diffuse as we are being led into all of these victories? 

It is from the sacrifice of praise!

You know, if you were to ask believers if we were still supposed to offer sacrifices under the New Covenant, most Christians would say no. But that is not exactly true. 

It is true that we do not offer up the same kind of burnt offerings that they did under the law, but there are different- more spiritual- sacrifices that we are to offer today.

And one of them is found in Hebrews 13:15… 

It says, “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.”

A lot of times when this verse is mentioned, the sacrifice of praise is taught as being giving God your praise even though you do not feel like. But this is not exactly what is meant here by “sacrifice.” 

This word has more to do with giving God your offering of praise. In other words, your praise is your gift to Him, just as the Jew’s goats, lambs, bulls, grain, et cetera was their offering to Him. 

This is what is meant here by giving Him the sacrifice of praise. 

Therefore, just as their Old Testament sacrifices gave off a natural aroma, our New Testament sacrifice of praise gives off a spiritual aroma… It is a sweet savor that is diffused through us wherever we go praising the Lord saying things like- “The Lord is good! Give thanks to Him, for His mercy and loving-kindness endure forever!”    
Another Scripture that says basically the same thing as 2 Corinthians 2:14 is 1 Corinthians 15:57… 

It says, “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

If you compare these three New Testament passages of Scripture that we just zipped through (2 Corinthians 2:14, 1 Corinthians 15:57, & Hebrews 13:15), what is the key word that we see? 

It is giving God thanks! And this was exactly what Jehoshaphat’s singers were commissioned to declare- “Give thanks to the Lord!” 

You see, our response to God having gone before us, defeating our enemies and giving us the victory is THANKSGIVING! 

This is our only responsibility. We do not have to fight the battle. We do not have to defend ourselves. 

All we are commissioned to do is to lift up our voices in praise and to fall on our faces in worship. This is all that God expects of us, and this is what triggers our experiencing those victories…

