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Greetings in the name of our Lord and God- Jesus Christ!
We pray that all of you are walking in the fullness of God’s protection and provision that is promised us through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. He is faithful who promised!
Our God is indeed very faithful! 
Some of you might already be aware of this, but we have had a very trying past month because at the end of August I was informed that I was let go from my job… 
Not to rehash the details, but it was a very difficult situation where for the past year I was in the most difficult working environment that I have ever been in. Then, on that last week of August, things finally came to a head and I was let go without notice and without what I know to be a justifiable reason.
Now as hard as it is to deal with the emotions involved with being unemployed when you have a family to take care of, I also had to deal with the feelings of what I consider being treated unfairly by my previous employer. 
Now during this situation, I knew God was (and always will be) faithful!!! Deep down inside I knew He would take care of us even though my mind and emotions were telling me otherwise! My mind would race with thoughts such as “How are you going to find another job in this economy? You are going to be unemployed for months! How are you going to pay your bills? You are a failure!” There was an absolute war going on inside of me. 

But thank God for a rock steady wife who was supportive and continued to believe in God and in me. Thank God for family and friends who were there to offer constant prayer, encouragement, and wise counsel. But most of all, thank God for the Holy Spirit, who gave me enough sense and more than enough strength to take captive those renegade thoughts and to boldly proclaim in the face of fear- “The Lord shall provide!” And praise be to God, He did provide!  

Before I tell you how, let me back track for a second and give you some important details that led up to His faithful provision…
During that week when I was about to be let go, Shannon just had it on her heart to contact another bank about any possible openings that they might have. They told her that they had just posted a position that was available at a branch just down the road from our home. She was told, however, that I would need to come in and fill out an application in person which would have been difficult because of the hours I had to be at work at my previous job. Well, lo and behold, I came pulling in our driveway just a short time after her phone conversation with them! 
I was sent home early because of a situation that happened at work that day and was able to go right over there and fill out the application as well as talk with the Human Resource Director before they left for the day. God was already at work and making provision for what was about to happen…
Then, the next morning, I was informed that I was being let go from my job and that is when that war that I previously spoke of began on the inside of me. So for the next couple of days I was dealing with some rather intense feelings of anger, hurt, fear, anxiety, etc (as you can imagine).
Shannon and I both believed that this opportunity at the other bank was a door God had opened and we really felt in our hearts that we were to stand still and wait for it rather than scrambling around town trying to find another job. So that is just what we did… We asked the Lord for favor with them and began thanking Him that no one could shut this door that we knew He had opened.  

Well, to make a long story short, after only a week and a half of unemployment, the Lord indeed granted me this favor with my new employer and provided me with a wonderful new job that is a breathe of fresh air. Thank you Lord! 
But He didn’t just provide me with a replacement job; He also provided me with a much more pleasant working environment! He also provided me with a shorter drive to get to work each day! And, last but not least, He also even provided me with a significant increase in salary! Glory to God! 
Tell me, who but God can provide all of this in the middle of this nation’s economic situation? Who but God can open up a door for a job before the last one was ever shut? Who but God can grant supernatural favor like this? Only God!!! Praise be unto God who always lead us in triumph!!!

I just really desired to share this testimony of God’s faithfulness with you this month because I believe it can impart faith into those of you out there that might currently be facing or will in the future face a crisis like this. God is good! If He did it for one, He will do it for another! If He did it before, He will do it again! Great is His faithfulness!!!

Well, this month I felt led to begin a series that is based on the great 20th chapter of the book of 2nd Chronicles… I have entitled this series- THE BELIEVER’S BATTLE-PLAN- What to do in Crisis Situations. 

Now I do want you to know that this teaching was not conjured up as Shannon and I were going through this crisis that I just relayed to you. Although I feel like I am better qualified to share on this subject through our recent trial, God laid on my heart to share this teaching a month or so before our situation ever happened. Therefore, I know that although this teaching is undoubtedly meant for many of you out there who are or will find yourselves in crisis situations, it was definitely meant to prepare me for what I was about to experience too. I’ll tell you, the Lord always knows what we need and is faithful to prepare us for those difficult times! Thank you Jesus! 

So let’s get right into this series… Shall we?
I consider 2 Chronicles chapter 20 to be one of the greatest goldmines of truth in all of the Old Testament. This loaded chapter chronicles one of the significant events of King Jehoshaphat’s reign where we are given a specific guideline of how we are to respond when we find ourselves in a battle for our faith. In other words, this chapter unveils to us, in a very practical way, how we can see victory every single time we find ourselves in these inevitable battles of the Christian life.

Now my intent through this series is not to provide you with a “formula” for success. There is no victory found in formulas! There are no such things as “3 Keys to Success” or “10 steps to Victory.” You have to be Spirit-led in every battle you encounter because every trial of your faith is unique and requires specific direction from the Holy Spirit. So while I do not intend on providing you with a formula for victory, I do intend on sharing some practical instruction from God’s Word in order to set you on the right path to always being led into victory by God’s Spirit. 

You see, the New Testament reveals to us how these real-life stories from the Old Testament were recorded as examples for us- that we may learn from them and be admonished by them (see 1 Corinthians 10:11 & Romans 15:4). They are types and shadows of this New Covenant we live in and were written in order to illustrate to us what we should and what we shouldn’t do in our life of faith. So instances in the Old Testament such as this one in 2 Chronicles chapter 20 are recorded to reveal to us God’s principles and guidelines that we are to live by today. 

So let’s begin to look at this amazing chapter in minute-detail and glean from it the practical instruction that is contained in it…

FOR THE WORD’S SAKE

Verse one starts off by saying, “It happened after this…” After what? It happened after the reforms of Jehoshaphat that were chronicled in chapter 19. In other words, these great armies that arose to fight against Jehoshaphat’s kingdom came to battle against him after he had seen the light and began to establish his kingdom on God’s statutes and principles.

Did you know that this is an unfailing spiritual principle? It seems like everytime we receive the light and truth of God’s Word and embrace it in our lives, a battle is forthcoming. For example, when we receive the truth about God’s will to heal us, it seems like the symptoms get worse. When we see the light concerning God’s will to prosper us, it seems like more bills pile up. Jesus Himself even told us this would happen…

He said in the Parable of the Sower that Satan comes immediately to steal the Word that was sown in our hearts (Mark 4:15). He also said in the same parable that tribulation and persecution arises for the Word’s sake (Mark 4:17). Therefore, it should not surprise us that when we receive the truth from God’s Word in our hearts that the enemy comes immediately to put up his biggest fight. And why does he do this? His goal is to steal the Word out of our heart! Jesus said it would happen, so we know it’s true. But not only did Jesus prophecy this, the author of Hebrews made a similar statement…

Hebrews 10:32 says, “But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings.” Notice that it was after they were “illuminated” that they experienced hardship. In other words, the great battle that these Hebrew converts encountered occurred immediately after their light was “turned on” to the truth (so to speak). 

Why do I make this point? It is to help us understand that some battles that we find ourselves in are not necessarily because we have done anything wrong. Oftentimes our biggest fights with the enemy come when we are seeking God and walking in the light of His Word. As a matter of fact, when we desire to live godly like this we can actually expect persecution to arise in our lives (see 2 Timothy 3:12). It will happen to us just as it happened to Jehoshaphat here. So “think it not strange concerning the fiery trial that is to try you as though some strange thing has happened to you” (1 Peter 4:12), but understand that it is actually a testament to you being on the right track in your walk. 
Now let’s look specifically at what Jehoshaphat found himself in a war with…

WRESTLING THE “ITES”

Verse one goes on to say- “…the Moabites, the Amorites, and some of the Meunites came against Jehoshaphat to battle” (Amplified Bible). You know, this was not an uncommon occurrence for the nation of Israel…

Throughout the history of the children of Israel we see different nations wrestling with the nation of Israel. There were the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Canaanites, the Jebusites, the termites, the parasites, etc.( We see throughout the Old Testament that all of these different “ites” were constantly harassing the children of Israel. And although we, who are God’s Israel today, do not wrestle against these physical nations, the principle still lies true with us… 

You see, the “ites” that they were constantly harassed by in the Old Testament were types and shadows of the real enemy we wrestle with today. The “ites” that we war against today are the spiritual “ites” that come to steal, kill, and destroy from us- namely, Satan and his kingdom.

Under the new covenant it has been revealed to us that we do not wrestle against flesh and blood- that is, against physical enemies like the children of Israel did; We wrestle against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Ephesians 6:12). In other words, our battle is not really against physical human beings; our battle is against the demonic forces of the kingdom of darkness. Now of course this spiritual warfare is mostly manifested as natural problems such as persecution, tribulation, affliction, sickness, poverty, etc. But we now understand that the root of these natural problems is oftentimes a result of some evil, spiritual influence. 
You know, this is extremely important to understand- especially regarding the hatred we encounter from the world. If we do not truly understand who our real enemy is, then the devil will usually be able to get us to yield to unforgiveness, strife, judgment, bitterness, etc. And when he is successful at getting us to yield to these things, he will succeed at getting us out of God’s perfect will for our lives because we will not be walking in the love of God. But if we can see that the harassment we are experiencing is a product of the inspiration of our unseen enemy, we will be able to respond in love towards the instrument (i.e. the physical person the enemy is using) and focus our anger on our real enemy (i.e. the one inspiring them). Understanding this will help us to love our enemies because we will see them more as ignorant and helpless pawns in the hands of our real enemy- Satan. 

So this successful “battle plan” in 2 Chronicles chapter 20 that Jehoshaphat incorporated into his life is what will work for us today against the demonic harassments that we will face throughout our life as well. It shows us how to successfully wage warfare against our unseen enemies in the kingdom of darkness. 

THE BAD REPORT

Then we are told in verse two that there were some who came to give Jehoshaphat this bad report… 
Notice what they told him… “A large army from Edom east of the Dead Sea has invaded our country. They have already reached En Gedi.” (CEV)

You know, the enemy will always make sure that we receive the “bad news.” Just as was the case here with Jehoshaphat, he will send well-meaning people to communicate to us how big and insurmountable the problem we are facing is. These messengers told Jehoshaphat that a “vast army” (NLT), “a huge force” (Message), and “a great multitude” (NKJV) were invading his country. Worse than that, “they had already reached En-Gedi.” 
Now allow me to paraphrase what these men were telling Jehoshaphat… They were in essence saying, “King, you have a BIG problem! And when we say big, we mean BIG! There is a massive army that is invading our country! And are you ready for some more bad news? They have already reached En Gedi!” This would be like your doctor, after just a routine check up, telling you- “I’m sorry to have to tell you this Mr. Christian but you have an extremely large tumor and it has already invaded much of your body.” 
This is just one example of the many “bad reports” that we can receive in our lives. They will invariably come- some more severe, some less severe. But just because we receive “bad reports” does not mean we have to accept them. The last report is not the final report! We have the gospel that if God is for us, who can be against us (Romans 8:31)! We have the good news that God always causes us to triumph in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 2:14)! We have the good report that trumps all bad reports if we will just believe the good report! Glory! 
THE TEMPTATION TO FEAR

So how did Jehoshaphat initially respond when he received this bad report? Well, he responded the same way that most of us would have… he feared! (vs.3)    

But this is something that we must understand… Just because we are tempted to fear does not mean that all is lost and our situation is hopeless. Temptation is not sin! In other words, to be tempted to enter into something does not mean that we have yielded to it. Therefore, the temptation to fear and worry does not mean that we have necessarily entered into fear and worry. 
So just because we get a bad report and our head and emotions immediately go into a frenzy does not mean that we have yielded to fear. Those are natural emotions that can come up when we receive bad news. It is what we do with those “feelings” that really matters. 

Jesus said something similar to what we are talking about in John 14:1… 
In John 14-16 we have recorded what Jesus’ last words were to His disciples before His crucifixion… 
Now you know that they were about to experience a lot of fear, confusion, anxiety, you name it, when they were going to watch their Master hang on that cross. So Jesus was preparing them through these three chapters for what they were about to experience, and the very first thing He told them was to not let their hearts be troubled. Now why would He have said that if they were not going to be tempted to have their hearts troubled? 

You see, this is the first battle that we will have when bad circumstances arise and we get a bad report- we will be tempted to enter into fear, panic, and anxiety. If we fail in this initial reaction by allowing our hearts to be troubled and embracing the fears and worries then it is going to be very difficult to reverse our direction- which is the direction of defeat. We must grab a hold of those initial emotions to panic and put our attention on God and His promises. 
You know, when this situation happened to me that I talked about earlier I had all kinds of negative emotions arise… I was tempted with every kind of negative thought that you can think of for close to two weeks. I wish I could say that I responded perfectly the whole time, but you know what? After I finally made the decision that I was going to trust God and not my own strength, my own understanding, or anything else, I set my focus on the Lord for His salvation.

And this is exactly what Jehoshaphat did after he initially feared too…

SETTING YOURSELF TO SEEK THE LORD

Verse three goes on to say that he then “set himself to seek the Lord.” 

What a huge point! Instead of setting himself up for failure by embracing the fear that he initially felt, he set himself to seek the Lord! In other words, he got a hold of his emotions, turned his attention away from the problem, and put his focus on seeking God for the solution. 

Learning to seek God is a pivotal part of the Christian’s life. We have a tendency to look to everything else but God for our answers when problems arise. We turn to our family, our friends, banks, credit cards, and even the faith of others when we have huge needs brought before us. But these are not where we are to look for our answers… We are to seek God- the One who has all the answers and all the ability! 

But, you know, it is easy to think we are seeking God when we are really not. When the Bible speaks of “seeking God,” it is not referring to a passive, lethargic, and lukewarm pursuit of Him. It is more referring to a diligent, zealous, and fervent desire for Him! In other words, when 2 Chronicles 20:3 says that Jehoshaphat set himself to seek the Lord, it denotes that he got extremely serious about turning to the Lord for their help. This is very obvious when we see Jehoshaphat’s first proclamation after he decided to seek the Lord for their help…

Verse three concludes by saying- “and (he) proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.” 

Now fasting is not necessarily something you have to do if you are truly seeking God, but it is a good indication that you are indeed serious about seeking God! We can see throughout the Bible and church history that when God’s people got serious like this, they usually saw Him provide them with the desires of their heart.
You see, when we get serious about seeking the Lord in our times of trials and tribulations, our God has promised that He will hear us and He will heal our land (see 2 Chronicles 7:14). He said in Jeremiah 29:13 that when we seek Him with all of our heart, we will find Him. There is absolutely no substitute for diligently seeking the Lord with all of our hearts! It was and still is a result-getter! 

Why does it produce such great results? It is because truly seeking the Lord is a clear expression of faith, and faith is the only way that we receive from God. 
Someone might ask, “How is diligently seeking God like this faith?” Well, let me ask you a question… Why else would you cut out some meals and spend extra time in prayer unless you truly believed that God was your answer? 

You see, things like prayer and fasting never have and never will “move God!” What invites God into our situation is FAITH! And although these things can be done as “works of the law” (that is, out of legalism and wrong motives), they can also be done as “works of faith” (that is, things you do because you believe God can and will work on your behalf).

But my main point is, when we receive bad reports and are tempted to panic, it is important that we grab a hold of those emotions and set ourselves to seek God for our deliverance. When we look to the Lord for our salvation like this we will never be put to shame (1 Peter 2:6). Again, I say, God is faithful!!!

I hope that this teaching this month has ministered to you… Next month, I will continue on with this teaching out of 2 Chronicles chapter 20 and we will look at the prayer that Jehoshaphat prayed after he decided that he was going to seek the Lord for their deliverance. You won’t wanna miss it! 
As always we would love to hear from you and receive your feedback concerning these teachings. It always means a lot when one of you takes the time to respond and tell us what you felt the Lord was speaking to you from them. So if you have a moment would you please write or call us and let us know what you think? We would much appreciate it! 
Also, our website is always available @ www.living-logos.org and we have extra material available there for your spiritual growth.      

Till next month… Maranatha!!!     

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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