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Living Logos
Greetings in the name of our King and Savior- Jesus Christ!
We pray every one of you are experiencing the fullness of what God’s plan and purpose is for your lives which all begins with your personal relationship with Him.  

This month I wanted to begin to give some updates on what the Lord has been doing in our lives during this season that He has us in… 

Many of you know that since I graduated from Bible College a year ago the Lord has had us in a holding pattern before we launch out into full-time ministry. This season has been a highly beneficial time, not only for our spiritual lives, but also in some practical parts of ministry…
I used the analogy recently of this season that we are in as being like David’s short time by the brook before he faced Goliath… During this time by the brook, David concentrated on collecting some smooth stones and he then placed them in his satchel. Well, that has been exactly what the Lord has had me doing- drawing near the brook of His presence and gathering nuggets from His Word that I will be able to use when we face the “Goliath” of ministry. 
I just recently finished collecting one very large nugget… I am happy to announce that the commentary on the four Gospels that I have been working on for just under a year is finally completed! Well, maybe not completed seeing that there is always going to be ongoing insight and revelation of its contents, but I have finished compiling the truths that the Lord has shown me over the past ten years. This gigantic commentary totals 156 pages (46 in Matthew, 29 in Mark, 50 in Luke, and 31 in John) and approximately 89,804 words in all! Glory to God!
In prior years I have completed more in-depth commentaries on books of the Bible such as Ephesians, Philippians, and 1 Peter. And now that I have completed this one on the four Gospels, I felt led to begin another commentary… So currently I am working on another in-depth commentary on the Book of Colossians. 
You know, I have always had a desire to write these commentaries on the many different books of the Bible… In my short time of following the Lord, I have found that although there are countless commentaries in the world today, there are only a couple written from the “Full Gospel, Word of Faith, Charismatic” perspective. To me, this is a terrible shame! Now I am not saying that all of these other commentaries are bad. I myself use some of them in my own studies- eating the hay and spitting out the sticks, you know? Therefore, it is because I see such a need for these commentaries in our circles that I have had on my heart for years to add these study tools to the Body of Christ in order to help believers in rightly dividing the Word of Truth- imparting a greater understanding and more wisdom to God’s children.  
I know that when God releases us to go into full-time ministry there will be many other responsibilities that will vie for my time. Therefore, these other duties will not allow me to focus as much time preparing studies such as these commentaries. These commentaries take a lot of time, as you can imagine. So I believe the Lord has set us into a season where I will be able to put forth some time preparing these materials for the future. 

I have learned in the past few years that one area that the Lord desires to use me in is with the “pen”… In other words, I believe that He has placed in my heart a desire to spread the truths that He has shown me through writing. It is most certainly not that He isn’t going to use Shannon’s and my voice to proclaim the gospel; I for one have too big of a mouth for that(. I know without a shadow of a doubt that we will do plenty of vocal preaching and teaching, but the Lord most definitely wants to use me in the arena of the printed Word as well. This I know(. So by having this season to concentrate more heavily on the writing aspect of our ministry, we are being equipped and prepared today for the future. 

Now let’s move on to this month’s teaching. Let me begin by asking you a couple of questions… 
Do you ever find yourself in despair over your walk with God because you repeatedly fall in the same areas? Does the memory of these failures and mistakes cause you to spend more time talking to God about your shortcomings than about anything else? 
COMING BOLDLY

You see, human nature has the tendency to do one of two things when it makes mistakes… 
Number one, it will run and hide from God because it is ashamed of what it has done and is just sure that God is even more put out with them than they are. 
Number two, it might not hide from God, but it will approach Him in an unworthy manner- that is, crawling and with its head down because of guilt and condemnation. 
Neither one of these is how God told us to respond when we fail. 
The Holy Spirit said in Hebrews 4:16- “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” Now there is a lot in this verse, but I want you to notice that the writer of Hebrews said that we are to approach God boldly when we need mercy! We need mercy when we have missed it, right? Well, God told us to approach Him boldly to obtain His mercy! 
I would venture to say that this is much different than most approach God in prayer after they have missed it, wouldn’t you? Well, not only did He tell us to approach Him boldly to obtain mercy, but He also said to approach Him boldly to find grace to help in the time of need… You see, the mercy is for the forgiveness of our mistakes and the grace is for the strength to overcome our mistakes the next time! 
Now let me say this… If we truly love God and have a desire to live pleasing to Him, we will be grieved if we fail to obey His Word. A believer’s heart-desire will most certainly be to live up to God’s standard of perfection which is made manifest in His Word. So if you are not sensitive at all to your mistakes then it is likely that your heart has been hardened and needs to be changed.
The problem lies when we allow our hearts to focus too much on the things we have done or not done. When we become overly-conscience of ourselves like this, is when the guilt and condemnation can creep in. When this happens our confidence is destroyed and our faith-walk crippled. 

So while it is good to desire to walk pleasing to the Lord, we must not allow ourselves to become overly self-conscious. Being self-conscious will only lead to grief and sorrow because we, in ourselves, are always going to be subject to failure. 
The key is in becoming more God-conscious! Becoming God-conscious will cause us to draw near to Him in the full assurance of faith! It will lead us into a place of rejoicing and praise! And the gospel that I am going to give you this month is that this God-consciousness is what is actually going to help us overcome our weaknesses and walk more pleasing to the Lord! 

So this is what I want to talk about this month- How we should respond when we fail and what we should do when we are reminded of our past failures! So let’s go over to Nehemiah chapter 8 where we see this lesson perfectly illustrated…

NEHEMIAH’S SECRET

In the beginning of this chapter, the people gathered together to hear Ezra read them the Law of Moses. 
This was a rare point in the history of the people of Israel when they were committed to worshipping and serving their God. They had just returned from their captivity in Persia- where God in His benevolent mercy granted Nehemiah favor in the sight of the king of Persia to go and head up the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem. The people were repentant and desired to once again become the nation that God had created them to be. They were now committed to rebuilding not only the walls of the city, but also the strength of their faith in God. 
So they humbled themselves to hear God’s Word and listened attentively to it (see vs.3). But after Ezra led the people in a glorious praise service to where all the people exclaimed- “Amen! Amen!” and bowed down to worship the Lord, the people began to mourn and weep. They became so sorrowful that Ezra and the rest of the Levites had to exhort the people that this day was holy to the Lord and they were not to sorrow. 

So why were they saddened? Verse 9 tells us that they wept as they heard the words of the Law. But what was it about hearing the Word of God that caused them to become sorrowful? It was that in hearing God’s statutes and commandments they were reminded of how they had fallen short, which resulted in their recent exile and the destruction of their homeland. So when they were reminded of God’s standards, they were also reminded of how they had failed to live up to those standards. This is what led to their repentant hearts. 

Has this ever happened to you? Has there ever been a time in your life when you maybe had fallen short in your walk with God, and in your desire to rebuild your faith, you were reminded of how you had failed previously? 

These memories are oftentimes inspired by the devil and his cohorts. They are always trying to condemn us and make us feel guilty for our mistakes that we made in the past. They pour on this condemnation in several different ways- subtle thoughts in our minds, through the words of “inspired” people, and even through good things like the Word of God. 

This was the case with the people of Israel here! They were reminded of their failures through hearing the Word preached. Did you know that the enemy will try and get you to use on yourself the very Sword of the Spirit that is meant to be used on him? Yes, he will use even your own desire and passion to serve the Lord against you by constantly harassing you with Scriptures that both you and he know you have failed to live up to. If we allow ourselves to hear God’s Word through this filter of condemnation, it will cause our walks to be fruitless and will even hinder our growth. 

This is why Nehemiah and the rest of the leadership said what they did in verse 10… “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
There are several nuggets contained in this verse, but the portion I want us to focus on is the last sentence- “Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

Now again, why were they sorrowful? It was because they were reminded of how they had failed in their covenant with God. So what do you reckon Nehemiah was saying here? In essence, he was saying- “Do not feel sorry and be grieved over your failures! But rather rejoice in the Lord, because the strength to not fail is found in the joy of the Lord!” 

Did you get that? Our strength for obedience is not in feeling guilty and condemned about our mistakes, our strength is found in rejoicing in the Lord. 

I know that Nehemiah 8:10 says, “the joy of the Lord” but the common interpretation that he was referring to the Lord’s joy is not correct because these were unregenerate people who were not capable of walking in the Lord’s joy. While it is true that we today have His joy resident in our spirits, under their covenant, this was not possible. No, what Nehemiah was referring to was the joy of the Lord. In other words, he was referring to their joy about the Lord or as Paul puts it in the New Testament- their rejoicing in the Lord. This becomes even clearer when we consider the people’s reaction to Nehemiah’s exhortation… Verse 12 tells us that the people then went their way rejoicing greatly. 
So, you see, Nehemiah was literally saying that our strength for walking with the Lord is found when we rejoice in the Lord. 

THE STRENGTH OF SIN

You see, there is no strength found in focusing on how much we have failed to keep God’s Word. When we allow ourselves to constantly focus on what we have done or not done, we actually are magnifying our weaknesses. The Apostle Paul understood this very well… 

He knew that when we have this “law mentality,” where our focus is only on ourselves and our works, we are actually arousing the sin in our flesh (see Romans 7:8-11). In other words, in trying to obey God in our own strength, we actually strengthen the sin in our flesh! As 1 Corinthians 15:57 says, “the strength of sin is the law.” 
So always focusing on ourselves- what we have done and what we are to do- we are actually accomplishing the exact opposite results than what we desire. Instead of erasing the sin we want so desperately to get rid of, we are actually reviving it (Romans 7:9)! Trying to erase flesh with the flesh is like trying to erase what you have written with more ink. You are just going to make a bigger mess!

Now am I saying that we should never focus on what our responsibilities are as Christians? Absolutely not! The Apostle Paul, who had the revelation on grace vs. law, repeatedly dealt with the behavior and responsibilities of Christians throughout his epistles. So there is a place for emphasizing these things. The problem is when we have this misbalanced, legalistic attitude towards our actions.  

You see, when people have this “law mentality” there are two ditches they tend to get stuck in… Either they will magnify their good works and become self-righteous like the religious leaders of Jesus’ day or they will magnify their sins and live under guilt and condemnation. 

MAGNIFYING HIS GOODNESS
The Lord had to correct me about this one time in the past… 
On this particular occasion, I had fallen short in my relationship with Him, not by doing anything necessarily wrong, but by failing to do what I knew I needed to do like spending time with Him. So as I was praying, I was spending most of my prayer time focusing on how short I had fallen in my relationship with Him. I was apologizing, repenting, whatever you want to call it, and the Lord spoke to me… He, in essence, said to me- “Stop magnifying your weaknesses and start magnifying My goodness! For it is in magnifying My goodness that you find strength to overcome your weakness!” Wow! What a revelation that was for me! 

You know, many believe they are being “spiritual” by always confessing their failures- thinking that it is “humility.” But the truth is, humility in its purest sense is simply coming into agreement with God- that is, submitting to what He has to say. In this case, He tells us to rejoice in Him- magnifying His goodness, His mercy, His love, His grace- especially when we’ve missed it. So if we are going to truly be “humble” we should do what God tells us to do instead of what we think we should do. 

You know, God already knows when we have missed it. We are not “enlightening” Him with some new information when we constantly talk to Him about our faults. He knows us better than we know ourselves. We are not pleasing Him by magnifying our weaknesses, but we can please Him by magnifying His goodness! You see, by magnifying our weaknesses we remain weak and can even make ourselves weaker, but by magnifying God’s goodness we gain strength to not be weak anymore! This is why we can please Him… It is because we are glorifying who He is. And, on top of that, we are doing what is necessary to rise out of our weaknesses. 

CONTINUAL PRAISE = CONSISTENT STRENGTH

Another time, I was asking the Lord to teach me to abide in Him… 
I was frustrated with my inability to be consistent in my walk- that is, to draw from His strength on a daily basis and be unchanging. So my heart cry was- “Lord, teach me to abide in You!” As I said this, another prayer came up out of my spirit, by-passing my mind… I then said- “Let your praise be continually in my mouth!” Immediately I understood what the Lord was trying to get across to me… He was telling me that the way that you continually abide in Him is by continually letting His praise be in your mouth! In other words, constant praise of the Lord is the key to a strong and consistent walk with God! Glory to God!

You see, when the joy of the Lord continually stays in our mouth, we are ushering ourselves into that secret place of God where our strength and life is! We will constantly abide in Christ thus enabling ourselves to have the spiritual strength to do all the things our spirit is willing to do (see Philippians 4:13).   

Most of us are familiar with Jesus’ response when the religious leaders derided the children who were praising Him as He entered into Jerusalem on a donkey… He said, “Have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants you have perfected praise?” 

Now what makes this statement so interesting is if you look back at the scripture Jesus was quoting… He was quoting Psalm 8:2. But in this psalm David did not say, “perfected praise;” He said, “ordained strength.” You see, the Hebrew word used in Psalm 8:2 for “strength” was correctly translated. It literally does mean “strength.” What Jesus did was He gave us His Divine Commentary (if you would)! He exchanged the word “strength” for the word “praise,” showing us that praise is the equivalent of strength.
You see, you cannot live a life of praise and constantly rejoice in the Lord and stay weak. Glorying in Him will actually release His strength into your inner man thus empowering you to live a life of victory over the flesh. Why? Because we become like what we behold!

FROM GLORY TO GLORY

2 Corinthians 3:18 tells us that as we behold God’s glory, we are changed into the same image we are beholding, from glory to glory. Paul made this statement in reference to Moses and how His face shown when he beheld God’s glory. 
You see, when we focus on God and how great and glorious He is, we will actually begin to reflect who He is. It will release His life and ability into us and we will begin to be transformed from the weak and limited flesh creature that we are in ourselves into the strong and glorious being we are in Him! But if we constantly behold ourselves- how weak and limited we are- we will never be able to rise up out of our problems. We are doomed to wallow around in the limitations of our flesh. 

You see, it is only by beholding God’s glory that we gain strength to change, not by beholding how we have fallen short of His glory.  

I know that this has been a relatively simple teaching this month, but I really felt like it is the Lord desiring to speak to some of us. Many times the most vital keys to unlocking God’s perfect will for our lives are found in the simple truths of God’s Word. And I believe that this one truth will liberate many of us and lead us into triumphing over areas that we have struggled with for years. 

So let’s adopt this secret of Nehemiah into our lives! Let’s begin to praise and magnify the Lord when we are tempted to become discouraged by our mistakes. Let’s begin to rejoice in Him when we are upset with ourselves. For some of us, our religious thinking might scream at us saying, “You are such a hypocrite! You don’t need to praise God right now! You need to repent! You need to show Him you are truly sorry for your mistakes and grovel for a little while!” If these thoughts come, just keep rejoicing in Him anyways. Tell Him, “Lord, I thank you that you are good! I thank you that your mercy endures forever! Lord, thank you that you have separated my sins as far as the east is from the west! I glorify You! I magnify You!” You will find that your joy of the Lord will yield the freedom, strength, and life that you need. 
Successfully rebuilding the walls of your faith is found in no other way but rejoicing in the Lord- glorifying God and boasting in Christ Jesus! We become strong in the Lord as we rejoice in the Lord!
As always, our ministry website is available to you @ www.living-logos.org. On it we constantly include new teachings that the Lord gives us for your edification and encouragement at no charge. Also, we would love to hear from you and receive any feedback on how these teachings have ministered to you. It is always encouraging to us to receive your responses. Thank you! 

Till next month… May the high praises of God be in your mouth! Maranatha!  

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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