June 20th, 2009

Living Logos
Greetings in the name of our Almighty Father God and our Exalted Lord Jesus!

We pray you are prospering in every way and walking in divine health, just as your souls are prospering!
Well, on May 30th our precious little boy Levi turned a “big” two years old! We held his birthday party at the school Shannon’s dad works at, and we had a blast! It was not a big blowout kind of a party… We just basically invited immediate family members, but with most of the cousins there, we had our hands full of “little ones.”
Wow, how time has flown! It seems like just yesterday that we were holding that precious little 7 lb. 7 oz. helpless newborn in our arms. Now, he is beyond just simply “walking”; he literally is “running” to everything. I don’t think the word “active” fully conveys Levi… To borrow a phrase from the Bible, I think we can best describe him as “exceedingly abundantly energetic.” But he is definitely growing up fast, and is such a blessing! 
As for this month’s teaching, I felt led to share with you some of the more recent things God has been showing me…

For the past couple of months the Lord has led me into a study of the life of Abraham… It has been a very enlightening study of the man that we affectionately call- “The Father of Faith.” The Lord has shown me how his journey of faith that began in Ur of the Chaldeans and led him through several different places is a practical illustration of a Christian’s walk of faith today. In other words, his pilgrimage of faith contains, in type and shadow form, the triumphs and troubles we all encounter in our pilgrimage on this earth. So what I believe the Lord has commissioned me to do this month is to share some of these lessons contained in the scriptural account of his life in order to encourage us in our walk of faith. 

So let’s begin in Genesis chapter twelve where his initial calling into a life of faith is described… 

STUCK IN HARAN

Genesis 12:1 says, “Now the Lord had said to Abram: ‘Get out of your country, from your family, and from your father’s house, to a land I will show you…” 

This is a very significant verse because if you look back to the end of chapter eleven you will see how Abram and Sarai left Ur of the Chaldeans with Terah (Abram’s father) and with Lot (Abram’s nephew) even though God specifically said to leave his family and father’s house behind (see verse 31). 

But someone might be thinking (as I once did) - “Didn’t God speak to Abram after he and his father moved to Haran? After all, Genesis chapter twelve does follow chapter eleven!” That is a good point… I’m glad you brought it up.( However, in the Book of Genesis, every chapter is not necessarily in chronological order (compare chapters 2 & 3). It is for this reason (as well as many others) that it is important to interpret Scriptures in light of other Scriptures. In this case, Acts chapter seven gives us a more accurate description of what actually took place…
In Acts 7:2-4, when Stephen was addressing the high priest concerning the charges being made against him, he gives a very specific commentary of what actually occurred during this time-period of Genesis. Stephen stated that God appeared to and spoke to Abram while they were still in Ur before they moved to Haran. Now this does not at all contradict what we see in Genesis chapters 11-12 because notice again what Genesis 12:1 said- “Now the Lord had said to Abram…” The word “had” denotes that what God said to Abram was something that took place in the past, and from Stephen’s statement, it took place before Abram and his father’s house moved to Haran. 

So why do I make this point? It is to show that Abram only partially obeyed God’s calling of him into a life of faith. 

You see, God told Abram to not only leave his country, but also to leave his family and his father’s house. But instead of he and Sarai leaving Ur alone, Abram took his father Terah and nephew Lot with them. You see, by not fully obeying what the Lord had told him to do in leaving Ur alone, Abram got off the perfect path that God intended for him to be on and became stuck- living in Haran. 
I believe it is no coincidence either that when they left for Canaan that they wound up dwelling in this place called “Haran.” You see, isn’t it interesting that the place that they wound up living in had the same name as Abram’s deceased brother- Haran? 

You see, Abram was obviously very much attached to his family by his evident unwillingness to fully obey God’s call to leave his relatives behind in Ur. And then- whether it was motivated by Terah or Abram himself- they ended up dwelling in a place named after the one very near and dear to them that had passed away. 

This illustrates the lives of so many believers today… 
There are a multitude of Christians who have lost a loved one and have never been able to get back on track with God’s plans and purpose for their lives. They live their lives in the memory of the past, and because of this, they fail to move on with God. 
If this is you, please listen to me… While death is an unavoidable part of life, it is not the end of our existence! If you have lost a loved one in the Lord, be comforted in knowing that you will see them again. The last thing they would ever want for you is to be stuck in grief and sorrow. As a matter of fact, they are in the grandstands of heaven rooting for you to get back on track with the plan God still has for you, and run with endurance the race set before you (Hebrews 12:1-2)! 

God had to preach this very message to Joshua… After Moses had died- the one that they loved and revered- God spoke to Joshua saying, “Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan…” (Joshua 1:2). In other words, God was basically saying to Joshua- “Joshua, it is time for you to stop mourning the death of Moses! It is time for you to arise and fulfill my plan and purpose for your life!” And it is no different for any of us either! 
We still have purpose! We still have a course set before us! The enemy would love nothing more but for us to live the rest of our lives stuck in the memory of the way things used to be, thereby keeping us from moving on with God.

Do you remember the instance when David lost his child? Well, after the child died, David’s servants questioned the fact that he was not mourning the death of his son and David responded- “Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me” (2 Samuel 12:23). You see, there is a tremendous truth contained in David’s response… 
David knew it was futile to wallow around in grief and self-pity because no matter how much he mourned, it was not going to bring his son back to him. David also understood that even though he could not cause his son to return to him, he would one day go to him. You see, when we truly understand in our hearts that we will indeed reunite with those who have passed through death’s door before us, our attitude will be different. That is why the Apostle Paul said that a believer should not sorrow like the world does (1 Thessalonians 4:13). It is because we have this very hope that David also understood… We will see our brothers and sisters in Christ again! What a glorious hope!

Therefore, if we will meet them again, why should we allow ourselves to be stuck in Haran- that is, stuck in grief and sorrow? We must remove from ourselves that spirit of heaviness by replacing it with the garments of praise! We can praise God in knowing that He has made a way for His children to live together forever in eternity! We can praise God in knowing that He still has a plan and purpose for your life! We can praise God that He loves us intensely and has promised to never leave us or forsake us! We have every reason to rejoice! 

This all can be best summarized in the words that the Holy Spirit said through the Apostle Paul… We must always, in every circumstance, “forget those things which are behind us and press on for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (see Philippians 3:13-14).

BETHEL - THE MOUNTAINTOP EXPERIENCE

Well, of course we know that after Terah (Abram’s father) died, Abram departed from Haran to go to the land of Canaan. Then in verse seven, after Abram arrived in Canaan, we are told that the Lord appeared to Abram and told him that He would give the Land of Canaan to his descendents. 
Abram was in a good place in his walk of faith at this point. Things were running rather smoothly and were going according to plan… You see, God had just revealed Himself to Abram! He had faithfully led Abram to the Promised Land and then gave Abram His Word that He would give it to his descendents! 

Then notice how Abram responded in this comfortable season of his walk… 

The second half of verse 7 says, “…and there He built an altar to the Lord who had appeared to him.” Now the building of an altar in those days described erecting and consecrating a place of communion with God. In other words, an altar represented a place of prayer, praise, and worship. So what do we see Abram doing right here? Abram is worshipping God! He is praying like a house of fire! 
Life is good for Abram… His relationship with God is red hot! His fellowship with the Lord has never been better! God is manifesting Himself and speaking to him. It doesn’t get any better than this! Abram was having what we call a “mountaintop experience!” 

This is illustrated in the beginning of verse 8 when we are told that he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel. In the Hebrew language the word “Bethel” literally meant- “the House of God” (which denotes the presence of God). This definition of Bethel was literally shown to be true in the later generations of Abraham’s descendents. For example, twice Jacob had an encounter with God in Bethel- once when he was traveling toward Syria to find his bride (see Genesis 28) and again after he had returned to his homeland years later (see Genesis 35). Bethel was also commonly known as a place associated with God’s presence and blessing in later generations of the Jewish people as well. 

So here we see some symbolism of certain seasons we experience in our walk of faith… 

Do you ever have those times in your pilgrimage of faith that God is revealing things to you and speaking so clearly to you? Where God’s presence is just so evident in your life and you sense His grace and blessing? Sometimes these mountaintop experiences last for a day and sometimes they last for months. I would call these wonderful experiences our days spent in “Bethel.” 

It is during these times spent in God’s manifest presence and blessing that we build our “altars”… We are excited about pursuing God. We are excited about spending time with Him and are hungry for His Word. These are the comfortable times that we actually “feel” like seeking Him. What a glorious place this is in our faith walk! 

SPIRITUAL FAMINES
But, as we can all testify, with the mountains come the valleys! 
No, I am not talking about valleys of sickness, disease, poverty, and tragedies like some sincere, but sincerely wrong, ministers teach. 
I am talking about the “valley experiences” of not “feeling” God’s presence, of not “feeling” like getting in the Word, and of not “feeling” like seeking the Lord. And this is what happened to Abram… 
In verse 10 we are told- “Now there was a famine in the land…” You see, immediately after Abram dwelt on the mountain in God’s presence, he then found himself in the middle of a severe spiritual famine! In other words, he found himself in a dry desert spiritually! He was in one of those valleys of the faith-walk where the showers of God’s presence seem to cease and the living bread that comes from God’s Word is hard to come by. 

You know, we all experience these “dry” seasons as well. There will be times in our walk of faith that we are going to have to use more faith than other times. There will be times in our walk of faith that we are going to have to persevere and do what we know is right, not because we necessarily feel like it, but simply because it is the right thing to do. This is what walking by faith is all about!

So how did Abram respond to this dry season? He did what every one of us are tempted to do in these spiritual famines- to head south!

TURNING TO THE SOUTH

Verse 10 goes on to say- “…and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there, for the famine was severe in the land.” 

This is exactly what our flesh will try and do in these spiritual famines… It will try and bring us down!
As long as it is not being satisfied with an emotional touch or an occasional goose bump, it will try and get you to give into something carnal- whether it be as subtle as not seeking the Lord quite as much or as extreme as giving into a temptation to sin. The key is to continue to do by faith what you know is right, and not to be moved by your feelings. 
But Abram failed to do this like all of us have at some time or another… He let the circumstances move him instead of what God said!
This is one of the elementary principles of faith that is so hard on our flesh- to not be moved by what we can see, hear, touch, taste and feel, but only to be moved by what we believe from the Word of God. We have to exalt what God said in His Word above everything else in our life because when difficult circumstances like these come up, we will be tempted to be moved by them. God’s Word is a sure foundation that we can stand on! It will keep us rooted and grounded so that we won’t ever be moved! 

But, unfortunately, Abram did not turn to the Lord to meet his needs during this famine; He turned to Egypt to meet his needs instead! Now there will be those who will defend Abram’s decision by saying that he had no other choice but to head south to Egypt, but all things are possible with God! 
In Genesis 26 a similar situation happened to Isaac- Abraham’s son… A famine arose in the land and Isaac was tempted to do exactly what his daddy did and turn to Egypt; but God intervened this time! He encouraged Isaac to not go into Egypt, and that He would bless him despite the circumstances. And in verse 12 we are told that Isaac sowed in the land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold harvest! You see, God was just as able to do this for Abram as He was for Isaac. So why did God not intervene in Abram’s case? We don’t exactly know, but it might be because God wanted to show us what can happen as a result of turning to “Egypt” instead of turning to Him.
You see, in the Scriptures, Egypt is a type and shadow of the world. So for us to turn to the world to meet our needs is no different than Abram turning to the south during the famine to meet his needs. 

You see, because we live in a natural and carnal world, it is easy for our flesh to seek its fulfillment from the world rather than from God. Whatever the crisis may be- whether it be financial, physical, or spiritual- our flesh will always gravitate towards looking to “Egypt” for its answers. Following the Lord will oftentimes take us in an illogical direction. But although natural logic and reasoning might seem to side with doing things the world’s way, doing things the Lord’s way is always the best way.  
MOVING ON FROM THE SOUTH

But, praise be to God, Abram did not stay in Egypt very long! Genesis 13:3 says that “he went on his journey from the South as far as Bethel…” 
After Abram saw what the world had to offer, he returned home like the prodigal son (Luke chapter 15)! He pulled up his stakes and headed back to the Father’s house (i.e. Bethel).

You see, this is what repentance truly is! Repentance is not wallowing around in our mistakes- just feeling sorry for what we’ve done. No, repentance is a conscious decision to change. It is not an emotion; it is a decision. It is not based on a feeling of guilt; it is based on an act of our will. What the enemy will try and do, after he has tempted you to sin in the first place, is to make you then feel guilty about it. He will pour on the condemnation saying things like- “What kind of Christian do you think you are? You were not trusting God at all! You’re a failure! You might as well hang it up! You’re never going to be a person of faith!” It is then that we must ignore those guilt-ridden thoughts and the negative emotions that come with them and do what we are told Abram did at the beginning of verse 3- “he went on.” 
We must move on and not get stuck in the memory of our mistake. We must realize that the past is, in fact, the past! There is nothing we can do to change it, and it is absolutely futile to entertain even the thought of it. When we miss it- as we are all likely to do- we must forget about the mistakes we have made. Why? Because they are behind us! We cannot change our past, but we can change our future! We can make the same decision that Abram made when he “went on” with God and moved on with his journey. 

You see, Proverbs 24:16 says that a righteous man may fall seven times but he will arise again. God understands that those whom He has freely made righteous by His grace are subject to making mistakes and falling “south,” but He, through that same grace, has made provision for us to “rise again” (to get back up, dust ourselves off, and continue on with our journey of faith). Through the blood of the Lamb we can boldly run to His throne of grace when we make mistakes to obtain mercy and find grace to help in our time of need! Praise the Lord, for His mercy endures forever! 

So if you fall again, realize that God is not through with you! You can arise again and draw back near to Him! And the promise we have in James 4:8 is that when we draw near to Him, He will draw near to us! In other words, when we make the steadfast decision to change directions and move on with God, He will meet us on that road and provide us with all the grace we need to help us on our journey, just like the father of the prodigal son did for him. Glory to God! 
RETURNING TO YOUR ALTARS

But notice specifically where Abram went when he arose from the South and came back to Bethel (i.e. the house of God)… 

We are told that he went “to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to the place of the altar which he had made there at first. And there Abram called on the name of the Lord” (Genesis 13:3-4). This is extremely significant because we can see that after Abram got off his path of faith, he went back to the last place God had spoken to Him- the last place he experienced God. You know, this is always a good move…

You see, sometimes when our walk of faith goes “south” it is because we failed to do what God last spoke to us. Notice I didn’t say we failed to hear what He last spoke to us; I said we failed to do (i.e. apply) what He last spoke to us... It is one thing to hear the Word of God; it is a whole other thing to do the Word of God. You see, it is not only in hearing what He said that keeps our life from falling; It is in doing what He said that keeps us grounded and steadfast on the rock (see Matthew 7:24:27). 

So whenever we see our walk digressing or our faith failing we should revisit the last things that we know God has spoken to us and then ask ourselves the question- Am I doing what He last told me to do? More times than not we will find that the mess we are currently in is a direct result of not doing what He previously told us to do. 

But we are not just told generally where Abram went; we are told specifically where he went…

Abram did not just go back to the general place that God had spoken to him, he specifically went back to the altar which he built in that place. Now, again, these altars represented the places where communion with God was enjoyed- where man went to pray and worship God. So the fact that Abram returned to this place where he enjoyed God’s manifest presence to call on the name of the Lord gives us some practical wisdom to live by ourselves… 

You see, sometimes when we are in those good places of God’s manifest presence it is directly a result of the good decisions that we have made. In Abram’s case, when he built this altar, he was actively seeking God. 

It has been wisely said that we are as close to God right now as we want to be. What does that mean? It means that our experience with God, that is, our partaking of the riches of His glory, is based on the level of our hunger for Him, not on His hunger to manifest Himself to us. No, I can assure you that if we are not experiencing God on a daily basis, He is not the variable; we are! 

So another question we can ask ourselves whenever we conclude that our faith-walk is not where it once was is- What (if anything) was I doing different when I was in a better place spiritually? More times than not we will find that we were more focused on the Lord then than we currently are… Either we were consistently spending more time in fellowship with God through prayer and/or the Word or we were consistently spending more time in fellowship with other faith-filled believers. It is then that it is wise to do what Abram did… We should go back to that place where we last remember enjoying the fullness and contentment of His presence. 
For some of us that might be as simple as returning to our “altars”… In other words, making time once again for God in our daily routine by spending some quality time with Him through prayer and the Word. For others, this might be restoring a severed relationship with another believer or returning to a body of believers that we know in our heart we should have never left.                 
Either way, it is a wise thing to judge ourselves and to ask ourselves these types of questions from time to time. Returning to our altars is a good way to reposition ourselves for a successful recovery when we have strayed from our path of faith.
Well, that is all I have time for this month… 

Of course, I left out many other nuggets that I gleaned through this study of the early part of Abraham’s path of faith. So what I am going to do is include the full study that I have done on our website. Just go to www.living-logos.org and it will be located under our miscellaneous teachings titled- “Abraham- the Father of Faith.” We also have many other teachings and updates we include on our website periodically that are available.  So take advantage of it! 

Till next month, we pray y’all have a blessed month of July… Maranatha!!!

 Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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