May 16th, 2009

Living Logos
Greetings in the name of our God and King- Jesus Christ!

We pray you all are experiencing God’s best in every area of your lives!
Shannon and I were blessed with the opportunity to go away for the weekend in late April and spend some quality time together. It was much overdo, I might add. Some friends of ours let us stay at their place on the marsh in Beaufort, SC and it was great! We ate some awesome seafood and just took it easy on the water. It was really like a second honeymoon and we came back feeling refreshed and recharged. Thanks Mama Kay and Dr. Claude!( 
We are getting ready to celebrate Levi’s second birthday on May 30th and around the time you are receiving this, he will have turned two years old. 
It has been such a joy watching Levi grow! He is so sweet and smart, and to watch him discover things is a blessing. We are excited about continuing to raise and love Him!
Well, for the past few months we have been on a series covering the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and last month we began talking about a couple of different commissions that He has. 
We talked about His commission as the Spirit of Truth… We discussed how He was sent to pick up where Jesus left off in His earthly ministry by teaching His disciples all the things that Jesus had not yet taught them and by bringing all the things to their remembrance that Jesus had previously taught them. We also discussed how the Holy Spirit’s commission is to guide us into all truth- by teaching, reminding, and leading us. 

This month it seems good to continue on the subject of the commission of the Holy Spirit seeing there are so many other things that He is called to do for us. 

HIS COMMISSION IS TO CONVICT

So let’s begin this month’s teaching by backing up to John 16:8-11… 
In these verses Jesus said, “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.”
Now I do not want to spend too much time here explaining these three particular things that Jesus said He would convict the world of, but would rather focus on His commission to convict in general. 
I will say, however, that in meditating what Jesus was saying through these three examples, I have seen how Jesus covered His three basic areas of conviction… The Holy Spirit convicts the world of what is wrong (i.e. sin), what is right (i.e. righteousness), and last but not least, He convicts the world of the outcome of doing what is wrong or right (i.e. judgment). 

But what does the word “convict” actually mean? In our modern day vernacular it has more of a negative tone to it… 
To us, to “convict” carries the idea of some judge who is looking down on the guilty and condemning them for their wrongdoing. And religion has not helped this perception of conviction either… It has painted the picture that God is looking down on us with a lightning bolt in His hand ready to strike us down at any moment for our sinful ways. So, therefore, they teach that the Holy Spirit’s ministry is to constantly hound us- condemning us for all our various faults and shortcomings. This is not what the Holy Spirit is commissioned to do! No, this Greek word translated as “convict” carries more of the idea to “convince or to prove” than it does to “condemn.” 
You see, the Holy Spirit’s ministry is not a negative ministry; it is a positive ministry! He is an exhorter and an encourager, not a “beat ‘em down in the dumps” condemner (see Romans 8:1&34)! While He certainly does “convict” us when we do wrong- He does it in order to teach and train us to become more like Jesus in our attitudes and conduct, and not to make us feel bad. He is a convicter and not a condemner!
CONVICTION VS. CONDEMNATION

The question that begs to be answered then is- What is the difference between conviction and condemnation? Understanding the difference between these two is vital to being able to discern the difference between what comes from God, Satan, and even us. 
First and foremost, we must know that the Holy Spirit never, ever condemns us (see Romans 8:1&34)! So if we ever feel even a hint of condemnation over something we did then we should eliminate God from being a possible suspect, which would leave Satan or ourselves as the only two possible suspects. 
Earlier in my walk with the Lord, He taught me how to tell the difference between these two… He said, “Conviction brings a state of hope; Condemnation brings a state of hopelessness.” What this means is that when you just feel bad over what you did and are basically void of any hope of ever getting back on track- then rest assured, what you are experiencing is condemnation and not conviction. 
You see, condemnation only yields death. It does nothing but beat you over the head for the mess you are in and does nothing to help you out. It will lay on you such a heavy burden, but not help you lift it even in the least. Condemnation will even try and ultimately cause you to despair of life in general. In other words, it will not stop with making you feel hopeless with your individual mistake. It will end up trying to make you feel hopeless about your Christian walk altogether. Condemnation is a quitter! 
On the other hand, when you are receiving the conviction of the Holy Spirit, you will feel remorse, but it won’t be the kind of hopeless, guilt-infested sorrow that the world brings. You will sense hope to overcome, hope for change, and hope for forgiveness! 
The way I personally can discern the conviction of the Holy Spirit is that I always end up feeling better after I receive it… During those times (which are more than I would like(), I feel like I can genuinely say to the Holy Spirit, “Thank you sir! May I have another!?!” His loving and gracious rebukes do not make me feel like a failure… Instead they infuse me with a hope for repentance and also provide the way of escape at the same time (i.e. the “how to” in regards to repentance). 
But my point is that the Holy Spirit’s commission to convict is a positive, life-giving commission and not something that we should dread. His is a commission of conviction, not condemnation! 

HOLY GHOST JR.
Now allow me to take a little rabbit trail here… The ministry to convict is the Holy Spirit’s commission, not ours! 
It is unfortunate, but there have been many believers that think that this is their ministry- to bring people under conviction. No, this is the Holy Spirit’s job, not ours. We are simply witnesses (see John 15:27 & Acts 1:8). 
You see, a witness is not the judge or the jury. A witness just simply testifies of what they have seen, heard, or experienced. And just as sometimes a witness is needed to convict a lawbreaker in a court of law, a witness is needed to open the door for the Holy Spirit to convict an unbeliever of their sin in the kingdom of God. We, as witnesses, are not to point our finger at them; we are just to tell people what we’ve experienced and then let the Holy Spirit do the convicting. 
Some people, in their zeal, have gone beyond the witness stand and tried to bring people under conviction themselves. This not only can frustrate the witness but it can drive many people away from God. We need to eliminate this “Holy Ghost Jr.” mentality of trying to convict people of their sins ourselves.   
But the Holy Spirit does not just convict us of things pertaining to our walk like sin, righteousness, and judgment; He also is commissioned to convince and persuade (i.e. convict) us of other things pertaining to God. 
The Bible tells us that He was sent to convince and prove to us that we are God’s children (Romans 8:15-16), of God’s love for us (Romans 5:5), and that God’s promises will come to pass (Ephesians 1:13-14 & 2 Corinthians 1:20-22). The terminology may differ in these verses, but they all denote the same thing as “convict.” 
HIS COMMISSION IS TO REVEAL part one
Now that leads me into another one of the Holy Spirit’s commissions…

Jesus went on to say in the last part of John 16:13… “…and He will tell you things to come.” This illustrates the prophetic commission of the Holy Spirit. You see, He being a member of the Godhead and working together with the Father and the Son has complete omniscience and is willing to reveal to us future events. 
This has a multitude of applications. It can range anywhere from revealing to us what awaits us in eternity to what awaits us tomorrow, for example, on our way to work. Let me explain… 

First of all, He is commissioned to reveal to us the wonderful things that we have to look forward to in eternity (see Ephesians 1:18). This pertains to our heavenly inheritance (we will discuss this in detail later in this teaching). 
Secondly, in regards to this life, His commission is to share with us His invaluable foreknowledge of upcoming disasters and hindrances so that we can always stay one step ahead of the devil. You see, if we will just learn to develop a high level of intimacy with the Holy Spirit, we can partake of this miraculous and beneficial commission of His. This is one of the many reasons why walking in communion of the Holy Spirit is so vital to the life of a Christian. There have been many Christians who have suffered or even died prematurely simply because they did not take advantage of this commission of the Holy Spirit to show them things to come.  
WHY DO YOU CALL ME GOOD?

Then at the beginning of verse 14 notice how Jesus said- “He will glorify Me…”

I remember in a time of prayer several years ago how I was talking to the Holy Spirit and just began to praise Him for His goodness… 
Now I had always heard that we are not supposed to praise the Holy Spirit, but I did not see that doctrine substantiated by the Scriptures. My thinking was that if He is a Member of the Godhead doesn’t He deserve the same respect as Jesus and the Father? So from that rationale, I was telling the Holy Spirit how good He was, and then I heard in my heart- “Why do you call Me good? There is none good but God!” Of course, I knew that Jesus originally made this statement to the rich young ruler, but when I heard it in my heart, I knew the Holy Spirit was saying this to me.
Now, first of all, let me say that the Holy Spirit was not denying that He was God, just as Jesus was not denying this either when He originally made this statement. No, what both the Holy Spirit was saying to me and what Jesus was saying to this rich young ruler was- “Do not give Me the glory and praise that only the Father deserves!” 
You see, although Jesus and the Holy Spirit are members of the Godhead, during their earthly ministries they came to the earth in the place of servants and are not here to be glorified. When Jesus was on the earth He always gave the glory to His Father because He was here on assignment. Well, now the Holy Spirit is here with the exact same assignment! Therefore, He is not here to receive our praise and worship. He is here to do what the Word said He was commissioned to do in John 14a- to glorify Jesus! You see, the Holy Spirit was sent to glorify the One who sent Him (i.e. Jesus) just as Jesus was sent to glorify the One who sent Him (i.e. the Father).
Therefore, while the Holy Spirit does deserve the utmost respect and reverence, we need to understand that He prefers to defer all praise and worship to Jesus- the One who finished His ministry on the earth and has been exalted to the right hand of God.
HIS COMMISSION IS TO REVEAL part two
Then Jesus concluded His teaching on the Holy Spirit’s different commissions in John chapter 16 by saying- “…for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.” (verses 14-15)

On the surface, it is hard to understand exactly what Jesus was referring to in these verses, but I believe it becomes clearer when we compare it with what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:9-16…

In 1 Corinthians 2:9 the Apostle Paul starts off quoting Isaiah by saying, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
You know, there are many Christians today who love to quote this verse like it is some New Testament reality, but they forgot to quote the next statement… Paul went on to say in verse 10, “But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit!” 
You see, under the Old Covenant it was most certainly true that they could not even imagine what God had prepared for those who loved Him, but now under the New Covenant, we have the Holy Spirit who is specifically commissioned to reveal to us these things that God has in store for us! Praise God! 
Paul went on to reiterate this in verse 12 by saying that the Holy Spirit was given to us so that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. These things that have been freely given to us are a direct reference to our inheritance! 
Now remember in John 16:15 how Jesus said, “All things that the Father has are Mine”? He was specifically referring to the inheritance given to Him by His Father. So now that we have become children of God too- Jesus being the firstborn of many brethren- we have become joint heirs with Christ to “all things that the Father has” (see Romans 8:17)! And the Holy Spirit is specifically commissioned to reveal to us all the things that we are joint heirs of with Christ! Glory to God! This is part of what Jesus was referring to when He said that the Holy Spirit would “take of what is Mine and declare it to you.”
Now, of course, the Holy Spirit is commissioned to declare and reveal to us more than just what God has in store for us… He also will declare to us other things that involve God’s plan and purpose for our lives (as we have previously made short mention of already)! 
In Romans 8:26-27 we are told that the Holy Spirit also intercedes on our behalf so that God’s perfect will for our lives will come to pass. And one way He does this is by revealing or communicating to us the thoughts the Lord is thinking about us- thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give us a future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11). So when Jesus said that the Holy Spirit will “take of Mine and declare it to you” He also meant that the Holy Spirit would declare to us what the mind of the Lord is. And the Apostle Paul went on to say this same thing in 1 Corinthians chapter two… 
He concludes this teaching on the Holy Spirit’s commission to reveal to us those things that were previously unknown by saying, “Who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ” (vs.16)! In other words, in the Old Covenant, when “eye had not seen, nor ear heard, nor had entered into the heart of man the things which God had prepared for those who love Him” (vs.9), they were unable to know the mind of the Lord. But now, under this new and better covenant, we have the Holy Spirit… And He has been commissioned to reveal the mind of the Lord to us! So when Paul said next in verse 16- “But we have the mind of Christ”- it was just another way of saying- “But we have the Holy Spirit- Who declares to us the purpose and plan of Christ.” Hallelujah! The Holy Spirit is the mind of Christ!   
So in John 16:14-15 when Jesus said, “He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you”, a good paraphrase would be… “He will honor Me, because He will share with you what I have (not only everything I possess in regards to My omniscience, but also everything I possess in regards to My inheritance). You see, everything that My Father possesses is Mine also. That is why I said that the Holy Spirit will share with you what I have.”
Therefore, the Holy Spirit’s commission is to reveal to us what is in the plan and purpose of Christ for our lives in everything from our inheritance in heaven to our calling on the earth. 
IN CONCLUSION
Wow! We certainly do have a wonderful “Helper” under this New Covenant, don’t we? He is a major part of what makes this New Covenant we now live in a better covenant! 
Just in the past four months we have discussed enough of the benefits of His presence in our lives to keep us busy applying them for years. Let me quickly review what we have covered in this series…
· In part one entitled The Communion of the Holy Spirit we learned the importance of walking in constant fellowship with Him. We learned how important He was to the early church and how vital He is to our spiritual growth and development as well.

· In part two entitled The Advantage of the Holy Spirit we learned how us having the Holy Spirit is like the disciples having Jesus- only better! We learned how the Holy Spirit is like Jesus’ twin and has been sent to continue His ministry exactly on the earth.

· In part three entitled The Commission of the Holy Spirit p1 we learned how He is commissioned to teach and remind us of all the truth and to lead and guide us into all the truth.

· And this month in part four we learned how He is also commissioned to reveal to us what we need to know- whether it be correction (i.e. convict), confirmation (i.e. bearing witness) or direction (i.e. showing us things to come).    
Well, I hope that this series has stirred you up to pursue a deeper level of intimacy with the Holy Spirit so that you would walk more fully in all of His benefits. There is much more I have to say about Him, but I feel like this is the point the Lord would have me to stop this series at. If this series has been helpful to you or if you have any comments, questions, or general feedback please feel free to contact us. 
Also if you have time please visit our website @ www.living-logos.org and take advantage of the materials we have available on there. This month we will have all four of these messages on the Holy Spirit available if you have missed any of them. We also have recent teachings I have done as well as a different nugget every month from the Gospels. There are also updates on what is going on with us that we include periodically. 
Till next month… The Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!!!     

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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trey@living-logos.org

And why does He convict the world of these three things? He convicts the world of sin (i.e. what is wrong) because they do not believe in Jesus. You see, all sin is a result of unbelief. I know that might seem like an exaggerated statement, but its true. Romans 14:_ says that whatever is not of faith is sin. Whenever we err in our walk with God it is a result of us not having sufficient faith is that situation because, in choosing to do things our own way, we are not correctly trusting that the Lord’s way is best. You see, a common misconception in most Christian circles- today is in regards to faith. We have somehow equated what the Bible calls “faith” with mentally accenting to some truth. In other words, the church today sees faith as just agreeing to some facts in our heads. But this is not what “believing on the Lord Jesus (see Romans 10:9-10) is! True saving faith is believing the truth in your heart which will result in a change of direction and a change of Lord’s. Yes, what the Bible terms as “faith” is more of an action than anything else (see all of Hebrews chapter 11)! This is what James was addressing in the second chapter of his epistle (see James 2:__). So when Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would convict the world of sin because they do not believe on Him, He was saying that their unbelief was the root of all their sins.
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