February 15th, 2009

Living Logos
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior- Jesus Christ!

We pray that this, the 31st issue of our Living Logos newsletter, finds you prospering in all things and walking in divine health, even as your souls are prospering. 

Before I move on into this month’s teaching, I want to take a moment to acknowledge all of our faithful supporters who have given- both prayerfully and monetarily- into our ministry over the past several years… 

When we moved to Colorado in August of 2006 we truly experienced God’s faithfulness in how He provided many of you to partner with us. For those two years we were taught the uncomfortable lesson that “God is our Source.” “Uncomfortable?” you might ask… Yes, “uncomfortable” because partaking of the best fruit means you must get out on the limb(. But my point is… God provided and proved to be faithful through many of you that gave anywhere from one time to monthly. Even now God has continued to provide us with gracious supporters that have helped us during this season of seeking God and waiting on His perfect timing. Praise God for His great faithfulness!!!
We are so thankful to God for all of you who have become co-laborers with us from the first day until now. Thank you so much for your faith in us and what God has called us to do through your prayers and financial support. You all are blessings!    

 
What I have on my heart to begin sharing with you this month is one of my favorite subjects to teach (I feel like I say that every month()- The Communion of the Holy Spirit. What my goal is through this teaching is not to just make people know more about the Holy Spirit, but it is to provoke in my hearers a desire to know Him in more of a personal and intimate way. I want us to learn to take advantage of His ministry in our lives through learning to commune with Him all day, every day. 
So let’s jump right into it… Shall we?

HE IS A PERSON!
You know, the Holy Spirit is one of the most disrespected people that has ever been on the earth. I refer to Him as a person because this is one of the main areas where people tend to disrespect Him the most. 
You see, many in the church today do not see Him this way. So many see Him as an “it” rather than as a real person. We sing songs that, although they have catchy beats and appeal to our emotions, disrespect the Holy Spirit by referring to Him as something rather than somebody. 
Let me explain it this way… Say I was teaching this in some church building and you were sitting on the front row listening to me. Then, I pointed you out and said, “I am so glad it could come today. Let’s give it a big hand.” That just might offend you a little, wouldn’t it? Why? Because you are a person and not an “it!” You would be appalled at the lack of respect and embarrassed at the same time. Well, how do you think the Holy Spirit feels? Now, of course, He wouldn’t have the same reaction as we would being perfect love and all, but I’m sure it grieves Him for us to have such a misunderstanding and unfamiliarity with Him. But this is exactly what the majority of the church does today… 
In some circles, He is never acknowledged or spoken of at all. In others, He is acknowledged, but is lowered to the place of a goose bump. Both of these are mistakes and have contributed to the lack of power evidenced in the Body of Christ today. 
No, the Holy Spirit is not a goose bump! Nor is He a cloud, a vapor, or a feeling! Yet if you asked certain believers who have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, this is exactly how they see Him… They relate to Him through these physical manifestations that He gives us- such as the goose bumps they sense, the cloud of glory they see, or the emotions they feel. But the truth is… He is a person with a personality and emotions. The Holy Spirit is as much of a divine person as God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ because He is, in fact, the third person of the Godhead.    

HE IS GOD!
This is yet another area in which He is dishonored- His deity. 
It seems that many believers do not truly see Him as a part of the Godhead. He is oftentimes perceived as something like a servant to God. I believe a major reason for this wrong perception of Him is because the Bible said that the Holy Spirit’s ministry was to glorify Jesus and, in the King James Version, said that “He would not speak of himself” (John 16:13-14). These statements by Jesus have misled many into thinking that we are never to speak of the Holy Spirit. It is not that Jesus’ statements were incorrect (that would be an impossibility), but it is the way people have interpreted them that is incorrect. 
You see, when Jesus said that “He would not speak of Himself” (KJV), a more accurate translation would be that “He would not speak on His own” (NLT&NIV), or better yet- “He will not speak on His own authority” (NKJV). This becomes even more obvious when you consider the rest of the verse… Jesus went on to say, “but whatever He hears He will speak…” You see, Jesus was just saying that the Holy Spirit would only speak what He heard from above and was not going to minister independent from the other two-thirds of the Trinity- the Father and the Son. So although His ministry’s purpose is to glorify Jesus, it does not at all mean that we are not to acknowledge Him and His ministry. No, He is a part of the Triune Godhead and therefore deserves our respect, our love, and our communion.     
So now let’s spend the rest of this teaching talking about what I mean by “the communion of the Holy Spirit”…
THE MINISTRY OF THE GODHEAD
Actually, it is not an original phrase with me… In 2 Corinthians 13:14, the Apostle Paul was concluding his second and last letter to the church of Corinth with a prayer for them… He said, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.” Now I want you to first understand that this was the last verse of 29 chapters that Paul wrote to the Corinthians, and most likely were the last words that he ever spoke to their church. Why is that so significant? It is because it shows us how important this prayer must have been to the Apostle Paul. You see, in Paul’s mind, the things that he listed in this prayer must be three of the most important things that you could pray for someone (including yourself). And since all Scripture is inspired by God, we know that this prayer is the express will of God for all men. (This is further verified in that Paul ended his prayer with- “be with you all.”) 
So since this prayer in 2 Corinthians 13:14 reveals the perfect will of God for every believer for all time and was important enough to the Apostle Paul for him to conclude his ministry to the Corinthians with this prayer, shouldn’t we pay close attention to these three things?

Now, if you were going to pray for only three things for someone very near and dear to your heart, what would those three things be? We could all agree that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ would definitely be one because everything we have received from God- from the forgiveness of our sins to the power to live free from sin- is by the grace that was made available through Jesus. This grace is a must for our everyday Christian life because everything we have and everything we are as believers is through the grace of God. We could also agree that the love of God would be another definite thing to include in our prayer because there are few things more important than understanding and experiencing God’s love. Having a revelation of the love of God is a vital key that unlocks a life of freedom and unfeigned faith. So these first two things mentioned by the Apostle Paul are fairly obvious to some believers. Most churches would not object to these as being two out of the three things, but the last thing probably wouldn’t even cross the minds of most believers- The Communion of the Holy Spirit. 
You see, the communion of the Holy Spirit is just as vital to our success in the Christian life as the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God is. They all three work together and are of equal importance. Why? Because all three of these things represent the main three present day ministries of the Godhead… God the Father manifested and continues to manifest His love toward us. Jesus Christ provided all the grace we will ever need through His death, burial, and resurrection. The Holy Spirit’s purpose on the earth is to commune with us. Praise God!!!

THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
So what exactly did Paul mean by the communion of the Holy Spirit? Well, the word “communion” comes from the Greek word “koinonia” and has a variety of meanings… 
“Koinonia” was translated most in the New Testament as “fellowship.” This is probably the best one-word definition for the original Greek word “koinonia.” So we could translate the last part of 2 Corinthians 13:14- “and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
Oftentimes “koinonia” was used to describe the actual sharing or giving of things such as material possessions (see Philemon 1:6, 2 Corinthians 8:4, Philippians 1:5 & Hebrews 13:16). With this in mind we could translate it- “and the sharing of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 

“Koinonia” carries the idea of an intimate joint participation with someone or something. The root word “koinos” means “common.” So when you apply this to “koinonia” you can see how “koinonia” carries the idea of “having something in common with somebody or having a common goal.” So we could translate it- “and the partnership of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

I would say that “koinonia’s” meaning is similar to the meaning of a “covenant” in that a “covenant” is a partnership of the most intimate kind. 
In a covenant the two parties have a special relationship and an allegiance to each other. They share their strengths with one another, and if one of the parties is under attack, their covenant partner will step in and help them fight against their enemies. This paints a beautiful picture of what the communion of the Holy Spirit entails, doesn’t it? The Holy Spirit is in covenant with us through our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, He is resolved to help us with whatever we need- whether it be our warfare with the kingdom of darkness or direction in our daily life. So we could translate it- “and the allegiance of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 

But delving into the Greek language is not the only way to understand what this word “communion” means. Another good way to understand what the communion of the Holy Spirit is would be to look at this word in our modern English language… 
What is the first thing you think of when you hear the word “communion”? You think of the Lord’s Supper, right? Well, the word “communion” was derived from the words “com” and “union.” So communion literally means “to unite two together.” You see, we call the Lord’s Supper “communion” because it is symbolic of us and the Lord uniting together. The way we are uniting with Him is by symbolically having Him enter into us- thus partaking of the benefits of His sacrifice. 
This is also what is meant by the communion of the Holy Spirit… We have literally partaken of Him, and He now lives on the inside of us that we may feed on the myriad of benefits that He has to offer! Hallelujah! So we could translate it “and the union of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”  

So just by this brief look at this word “communion” we can see how vast the application Paul’s prayer has to our daily lives…
He was praying that the church and the Spirit would be in fellowship- that is, that they would work together in a close and intimate way. He desired that our relationship with Him would be so deep and rich that we would partake of all His benefits and depend on Him for everything. This is what is meant by having “communion” with the Holy Spirit.

THE ACTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Do you know who truly walked in this kind of communion with the Holy Spirit? The First Century church did! They had such a relationship with and reverence for Him that few have in the church today. Through understanding this, compare the results of the early church with the results of the church today. It would be an understatement to say that they had more of an impact on their world then than we are having on ours today. 
So what is the difference? Why was their known world being “turned upside down” (or, more accurately, “right side up”() and ours is staying relatively the same? I believe the main reason is because of the church’s (as a whole) lack of respect for the ministry of the Holy Spirit today. 

Throughout the one major historical book that chronicles the beginning of the church age- The Book of Acts- we can clearly see the fellowship of the Holy Spirit at work in the Body of Christ.

The Book of Acts is most commonly referred to as “the Acts of the Apostles.” You will find that as the title in just about every kind of Bible, but that is not an appropriate title because you see more than just apostles being used by God. On top of that, it was not any “man” who did these acts; it was the Holy Spirit doing these acts through men and women who cooperated with Him. Consider Stephen, who was simply a deacon in the church, but because he was “full of the Holy Spirit” (among other things), he did great signs and wonders. He was not considered an apostle, yet the Holy Spirit worked through him in a mighty way. Therefore, a more appropriate title for this Book of the Bible would be- “The Acts of the Holy Spirit through the Church”, and not “The Acts of the Apostles.”    
Yes, if you take a close look at the Book of Acts you will find that the early church had great respect for the ministry of the Holy Spirit and walked in close communion with Him. Take the time to look up and read the following verses- 5:3-9, 5:32, 8:29, 8:39, 9:31, 10:19, 11:12, 11:28, 13:2, 13:4, 15:28, 16:6-7, 20:22-23, & 21:4. 
In these passages of Scripture, Luke makes mention of the Holy Spirit like He is another member of the church. These verses also show us how He bore witness to certain things almost like He was physically in their midst. Luke paints the picture of the Holy Spirit being someone who played a key role in the church (imagine that(). So it is rather clear that they were in tune with Him and heavily relied on His direction and guidance. 

Why were they so close to and dependent upon Him? It was because He was pretty much all they had…
THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD AGREE
You see, they did not have their own personal copies of the Bible then. In fact, the New Testament, for the most part, had not even been written yet. The only “Word” they heard from time to time was from the public reading of the law and the prophets, known to us as the Old Testament. Certainly, they made the most of the Word of God that they had as evidenced by the Old Testament Scriptures that were quoted from in the Book of Acts, but they did not have nearly the privileges we have today of having the complete Word of God in almost every home. No, they had to rely heavily on the Holy Spirit to speak to them and lead them in the way they should go every day. 

You know, the church today predominantly prides itself on the Word of God… Some (definitely not all) see the Word as the all-inclusive solution to the world’s problems, and as important as the Word of God is, it is only half of the answer to a relatively ineffective and slumbering church. The Holy Spirit is that missing ingredient! 
Please understand me, I am not trying to lower our estimation and perception of God’s Holy Word. I am just attempting to raise our estimation and perception of God’s Holy Spirit! They both work together for the edification of the church and are of equal importance. Therefore, we must lift the fellowship of God’s Spirit to the same level that we have placed on the written Word.
I would liken their equal and dual importance to that of a child needing both of their parents- their mother and father. While I do understand that God can supernaturally fill any void in our lives to where we will not suffer any disadvantages if we did not have both our parents involved in our life, the natural law that God put into motion is that a child needs both a father-figure and a mother-figure in order to be completely nurtured and correctly raised. If God is taken out of the picture, the child who only has one (or, no) parent figures in his or her life will have an uphill road to climb. 
This is how I see the importance of both the Word and the Spirit in the life of a child of God… When one of them is absent, we are at a disadvantage, but if both of them are active in our lives, then we are more likely to become a mature and complete child of God. 

This is why the Holy Spirit Himself is so vitally important to the Christian’s life… Without Him we are doing everything on our own. We are limited to being guided by our own finite understanding. We are limited to being doers of God’s Word through our own strength. We are limited to praying according to our inferior understanding. And the list could go on and on. The bottom line is that we are up the creek without a paddle without the help of the Holy Spirit. 

So if our Christian walk is doomed without the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives then how glorious do you think our lives would be if we walked in a deeper and a more intimate relationship with Him? How much more rich would our Christian walks be if we learned to take more advantage of His ministry unto us? You see, apart from Him we can do nothing, but through Him we can do all things! The communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all indeed! 

I hope that this teaching has stirred you up to what we have available to us in the Third Person of the Godhead. Next month, I would like to continue on and discuss further the benefits of the Holy Spirit being a part of our lives and what His ministry entails.   
I would also encourage you to visit our website @ www.living-logos.org and take advantage of our materials we have made available to you. We have recent teachings I have done on there as well as a different nugget every month from the Gospels. There are also updates on us that we include every month. So take advantage of it! 

Till next month… Maranatha indeed!!!     

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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