DECEMBER 20TH, 2008

LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of the Alpha and Omega, the Lion of Judah- Jesus Christ!

We pray that you all are experiencing the peace and joy that Jesus Christ came to make available for us! 

In thinking about what I should share with you as we enter into 2009 when “New Year’s Resolutions” are commonly made, I felt strongly about exhorting you to be diligent in one particular area…

If there was one practice that I believe is the most important to apply to our everyday lives, it is spending time fellowshipping with God.

The reason I feel so strongly about this is because I have experienced first-hand how much of a difference it makes in my life when I set aside a relatively small portion of my day to spend time with Him. When I have made this time for Him, I sense a grace that accompanies me throughout the day. I feel more strength in resisting the enemy. I feel wiser and make better decisions. I seem to be in the right place at the right time. And the list could go on and on. On the other hand, when I have not made time for Him, things just do not flow as well. I do not experience the peace and joy that I otherwise would have. There is just not that same state of contentment and satisfaction in my heart. 

Also, throughout my short walk with the Lord, I have had Him tell me time and time again how important it is that I spend this time with Him. It has seemed like every time I have ever approached Him with the frustrations that I was having in my walk, this was the solution that I would get from Him. 

So not only have I experienced these benefits first-hand, but God Himself has made known to me that it is extremely important that I make this a daily habit of mine. Therefore, this “one thing” is what I consider to be the most important daily routine that we could ever adopt. 

ONE THING

Did you know that David felt this way too?

Most of us are familiar with how God called David a man after His own heart. Well, I believe we can see what made him a man after God’s own heart in his 27th Psalm.

In Psalm 27:4 David said, “One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek…” He said that there was just one thing that he desired from God and it was this one thing that he sought after. What was this “one thing”? “…that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.” 

Now the “house of the Lord” in the Old Testament was a type and shadow of the presence of God. It was there that the Holy of holies resided and the Ark of the Covenant dwelt- both of which were symbolic of God’s presence. But today, under our new and better covenant, the veil has been rent! God’s presence is not limited to a physical structure anymore! 

So when David said that his one desire was to live in the house of the Lord all the days of his life, what he was really saying was that his one desire was to dwell in God’s presence all the days of his life. You see, David longed to spend every day in God’s presence praising, worshipping, and fellowshipping with Him. I believe this was the main thing that pleased God so much about David… David valued his fellowship with God so much and proved it in that he spent much time praising, worshipping, and loving on His God (as evidenced by the myriad of psalms that he wrote).

But David was not the only one who valued God’s presence like this… In Luke chapter 10 we have an account of someone else who sought after this “one thing” too…

In Luke 10:38-42 we have the familiar story of Martha and Mary. In this story we see Martha was distracted with much serving, and how she resented her sister for not helping her. Eventually she had had it with her “lazy-bum” sister and decided to interrupt Jesus to get Him to correct Mary. But I bet she was not prepared for the response He gave her… He said, “Martha, Martha, you are troubled about many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” Wow! This verse is loaded with some powerful truths that paint the picture of so many believers! 

Notice that Jesus said only “one thing” is needed, and it was not Martha’s service for Him. Now, He was not saying that her service was not important or that it did not have its place. Our service unto Him is important, but Jesus said that Mary had chosen that good part. That “good part” of what? That good part of a believer’s responsibility! What Mary had chosen was the one thing that was needful… And what was that one thing that she desired and sought after? It was fellowshipping with Jesus- drawing near to Him and sitting at His feet! Jesus attested that spending time with Him was the good and needful part of our relationship with Him! 

OUR PRIMARY PURPOSE

You see, this is a foreign concept to many believers today… Many see their relationship with God as their service for Him. All Christianity is to them is what they do for Jesus. But God desires so much more than just our service… He desires our fellowship! This was His primary purpose for creating mankind to begin with…

If you look back at the beginning, you will see that God created Adam for no other reason than that He desired a family to fellowship with on the earth. He didn’t create him to serve in a church. He didn’t create him to evangelize the lost. No, God’s original intention was to create a family in His likeness and image to have a relationship with. This was evident in that everyday God came down to walk and talk with Adam in the cool of the day. 

Now, of course there are people that God has called us to win and love now, but based on God’s original intention for creating human beings, the “one thing” He desires above all else is for us to come into relationship with Him. 

So my question then is, how do we think we are going to be as fruitful as we can be if we do not apply this “one thing”- our primary purpose- into our everyday lives? That would be like trying to build a large superstructure without having a good solid foundation laid, wouldn’t it? Fellowship with God is that foundation on which a fruitful Christian walk is based! 

So let’s go back over to Psalm 27 and take a look at some of the benefits that David gives us of living in His presence. But first, I think it is necessary at this point to explain what I mean by being in God’s “presence”…     
THE PRESENCE OF GOD

When we talk about the “presence” of God there is usually a doctrinal argument that is made. One side will only emphasize how much we need God’s presence to fill our lives and how we need God to “show up” in our church services. The other side frowns upon those that say those things by making statements like- “God is always present! He said He will never leave us nor forsake us, didn’t He!?!” Now allow me to explain the balance here… 
From my experience, the groups that are always crying out for God to manifest His glory and to rain down His presence on them do not seem to have a revelation that God is Emmanuel- that is, He is already with us! But the groups that do have this understanding do not seem to have any hunger for God to manifest His presence in their personal lives or gatherings. They only think that it is necessary to have faith that He is already there. You see, although God is indeed present all the time just simply because He has promised never to leave us nor forsake us, where He is present is in the spiritual realm. But that is not all that we need! We need Him in the physical realm too! So although we do need to understand that He is already in our midst spiritually, we still need to hunger for Him to manifest Himself in the natural realm. 

Let me illustrate this a different way… Take healing for instance. Now we know that the scriptures say that by Jesus’ stripes we were healed, right? (1 Peter 2:24) Well, that means that God has already provided healing for us, but that does not automatically mean that we are going to experience divine health. We have to apply our faith to that promise in order for it to be manifested in our physical bodies. Well, that promise that we are healed does not really do us a lot of good if we do not see it manifested in this natural realm from time to time, now does it? It is no different with God’s presence… Sure, it is great to understand that God is always present, but it is extremely beneficial to have Him manifest Himself from time to time too. 

You see, there are a myriad of benefits to having His manifest presence in our lives. So this is what I want to spend the rest of this teaching pointing out. Let’s look back at Psalm 27… 

THE BENEFITS OF HIS PRESENCE

In the rest of verse four, David said that He sought to dwell in God’s presence everyday for two reasons… “(1) to behold the beauty of the Lord and (2) to inquire in His temple.” What do these mean?

Both of these describe having a heightened awareness of the things of God. You see, in God’s presence we begin to see and know the things of God more clearly. 

Number one, in God’s presence we catch little glimpses of how beautiful He is. There are times when He is manifesting Himself to us that we see just how wonderful and majestic He is. There are no words to describe just how glorious those times in His presence are. These are just small tastes of what we will be seeing for all eternity. 

Number two, in His presence we also get answers. It just seems like when we spend time in His presence that knowledge, wisdom, and understanding abounds. I know in my own personal times with God that when I am worshipping Him, revelation knowledge oftentimes seems to come to me. Things that I had pondered for a long time will become crystal clear to me. 

Then in verse five David went on to describe another major benefit of living in God’s presence… His protection.

He said, “For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion. In the secret place of His tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock.” This verse reveals the same truth that Psalm 91 does- that dwelling in His secret place offers us protection… Psalm 91:1 says that “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High, shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” And the rest of Psalm 91 goes on to describe all of the promises of God’s protection to those who have applied verse one to their lives. You see, we are sheltered from the devices of Satan when we abide in the secret place of God’s presence.

I like to picture it like there is an umbrella over where God is, and when we draw near to Him, we get under that umbrella. But if we choose to abide outside of the perimeter of His presence we might get wet. You see, God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. He is the source of all good and perfect gifts and every blessing. So when we abide in His presence we are abiding in the sphere of all that God is, and a by-product of this is that those blessings of protection and provision become manifested in our lives.

But arguably the best benefit of living in God’s presence is the change that takes place in us. Sure the natural benefits of protection and provision are great, but nothing can compare to the spiritual fruit that is produced in our lives. 

You know, there is so much truth in the statement- “You become like who you are around.” Whether the people we hang around are good or bad, we are going to conform to whoever we spend our time with. So what do you suppose happens when we spend a quantity of time hanging out with God? We will become like Him, won’t we? That’s right! If we discipline ourselves to spend time with Him on a consistent basis, we will begin to see His fruit manifested in our lives. What an awesome benefit!

Psalm 92 gives us a natural way of looking at this effect His presence has on our spiritual lives… 

In verses 13-14 the psalmist says, “Those who are planted in the house of the Lord (i.e. His presence) shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bear fruit in old age. They shall be fresh and flourishing.” 

To me, these verses seem to be saying the same thing that Jesus said in John chapter 15 when He spoke of abiding in the Vine. In this parable, He spoke of the power of abiding in Him- how we bear much fruit by abiding in Him and how we cannot bear fruit apart from Him. 

If we take a look at the natural illustration of a vine and a branch we can see how this works in the spiritual too. You see, a branch derives its life through the sap that it receives from the vine. I have heard that the vine actually pumps the sap into its branches which makes the branches to bear fruit. What do I mean by “makes” them? I mean, they will actually “drown” if they do not yield their fruit. So the branches have no choice. However, if the branch is detached it has no source of life and, therefore, has no hope of being fruitful. The result of this is that it will eventually wither and fade. 

You see, abiding in the presence of the Lord will cause our spiritual lives to be fresh and flourishing- that is, to be full of life, strong, and healthy because His life is constantly flowing into us. As a matter of fact, the Hebrew word used for “fresh” literally means “to be full of sap.” Being planted by these rivers of living water will cause us to bear fruit in its season and also cause our “leaves” to not wither. (Psalm 1:3)   

OUR VITAL NEED

So I hope that you have been stirred by the myriad of benefits there are to fellowshipping with God and dwelling in His presence. Even as I have been writing this I have been amazed to see just how many promises there are to those who abide in His glorious presence. It is awesome! But what I have also seen is that fellowshipping with Him is not only just good for us, it is also a vital need of ours. 

So let’s wrap this teaching up by skipping ahead to another verse in Psalm 27 that explains the attitude we need to have regarding our time spent with God…

Psalm 27:8 in the Amplified Bible says, “You have said, Seek My face [inquire for and require My presence as your vital need]. My heart says to You, Your face (your presence), Lord, will I seek, inquire for, and require [of necessity and on the authority of Your Word].” 
You see, God has commanded us to seek, inquire for, and require His presence as our vital need. He never tells us to do something that will not ultimately give us a better quality of life. So many times when He tells us to do something we think that He is trying to take something away from us. Nothing could be farther from the truth! Everything that our Heavenly Father commands us to do will be what turns out to be best for us. So when He says, “Seek My face!” God is not just trying to get something through us… He is really trying to get something to us. 

You see, He knows that spending time seeking to know Him more and seeking His presence is vital to our spiritual life. As Jesus said, “without Him we can do nothing.” This is eternal life! But the problem is not getting God to know how much we need to spend time with Him… It is getting us to understand how vital it is for us.

The best illustration of the importance of this time spent with God I have ever heard was by Joyce Meyer… She likened it to having a pacemaker that needed to be charged at a certain time every morning. In this illustration, she asked the question- “If your life depended on recharging your pacemaker at that specific time every morning, where would you be every morning at that time? Of course, you will be hooked up to that power source! It wouldn’t matter if you did not sleep well the night before, if you would rather watch TV, or even if someone invited you to an all-expense paid trip to your favorite store. No matter how you felt or what came up, you would be recharging that battery at all costs. Why? Because you know it is your vital need! This is how we should view our time spent with God!

Now of course we do not have to be this rigid about it because are not going to die if we miss a day of recharging our spiritual battery, but if we do not adopt this kind of mentality the devil is sure to distract us. 

Have you ever noticed that when you have decided to go to your prayer closet that every possible distraction will come up- the phone will ring, someone knocks at the door, the dog starts barking, etc? Not only will these external distractions come, but your mind will also start chasing all kinds of rabbits. For instance, you will have all these thoughts about all the things that need to be done around the house. Now you know good and well that if you were vegging out in front of the television you would not be thinking of how you need to be cleaning out the garage. So where do you think these external and internal distractions come from? You got it! It is the enemy that is planting these distractions in your path to fellowshipping with God. 

So why does he fight our time with God like this? Do you think it might be because he knows how vital this time we spend with God is to our spiritual lives? I guarantee you this is why! He apparently knows something that we don’t… But no more! We are no longer going to be ignorant of and deterred from our high calling in Christ Jesus! If God wants us to be thirstier for the “living water” of His presence than we are for physical water, then we are going for it! If He wants us to be hungrier for the “living bread” of fellowshipping with Him than we are for physical bread, then let’s do it! If He wants us to be more zealous for entering into “the rest” that comes from abiding in Him than we are for our physical sleep, let’s shoot for it! If He wants our “one desire” to be in His presence everyday let’s strive for it, not only because it has multiple benefits and it is our vital need, but just simply because our Creator has invited us to dine with Him!
Lord you have said, “Seek Me and require my presence as your vital need!” So we say to You- “Lord, one thing we will desire to do- We will seek to spend time with You!”   
That’s it for this month but if you would like, visit our website @ www.living-logos.org where we have made more teachings and updates available to you.

We pray that you all have a wonderful Christmas celebration and that 2009 starts full of God’s favor and blessings! 

Till next month… Maranatha!     

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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