NOVEMBER 18TH, 2008

LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of our Lord and God- Jesus Christ! 

Grace and peace be multiplied in your lives by the presence and power of our Lord and His Spirit. 

I know that this month’s LIVING LOGOS has arrived a little earlier than usual, but there is a reason for my urgency this month…
As is my custom, I endeavor to hear from the Lord each month on what I am to write on. Now, please understand, I do not pick and choose what I want to say and then teach on that each month. I attempt to hear from God about what to write on and then as I write, I receive further revelation on the subject covered. Sometimes as I am writing, it almost seems like someone else is writing because there are times when I know that a sentence, paragraph, etc. did not originate from me. This, as well as the fact that I feel like I learn as much as you guys, further confirms to me that what I am writing is “Thus saith the Lord” and not “Thus saith Trey.” 
This month is no different… 
In fact, as I knew certain things that He was currently showing me were destined to go in 

this 28th issue of our LIVING LOGOS newsletter, I realized that it was going to be put 
into your hands within a few days of Thanksgiving. Well, as you read this you will find 
that it seems like a patented Thanksgiving sermon, but please understand that it was not

planned that way. I did not conjure up a message that I thought was appropriate for this 
holiday coming up. As a matter of fact, most of what you will read today was fresh and 
new revelation to me as I was writing it. 
No, I believe this is specifically for someone else out there too. Therefore, as you 
continue into this month’s teaching, read it with an open heart and with reverence for 
the Word of God. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!
THE SKELETON OF SIN
Did you know that there is one common-root to every sin that we could commit? Yes, 
every transgression is rooted in one thing, and this one thing is the underlying factor to 
every temptation. “What is this one thing?” you might ask. It is unthankfulness. 
Yes, that’s right! Sin is always a result of being unthankful. It is always a result of lusting 
after something because we are not satisfied with our current situation. I call 

unthankfulness the skeleton of sin because it is the hidden infrastructure to every sin. 

This can be clearly seen in the original temptation and sin of man and his subsequent 
fall…  

You see, man’s first sin was all a result of him taking his eyes off all that God had freely given him, and focusing on the one thing that God said he could not have. While the Bible does indeed say that the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was pleasant to the eyes, it seemed good for food, and was desirable to make one wise, the temptation really began when Satan got their eyes off all the other trees that were already theirs. 
You see, if Adam and Eve would have just been focused on all the trees that God had freely given them to eat of, their lust for the forbidden tree would have been neutralized. But instead, they allowed that cunning serpent, Satan, to deceive them through his craftiness.

And this strategy is what the enemy continues to use against us even today! 1 John 2:16 says that all that is in the world can be summed up as the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life. In other words, he uses all of the things that this world has to offer to allure us and tempt us to compromise in our commitment to the Lord. But what he first has to do is convince us that what we already have is not enough… He attempts to divert our focus away from all that we have and on to the one thing that is “forbidden fruit” to us. He is a master at diverting our attention away from all that we have, and makes the few things that we do not have seem so enticing. 

So since sin is ultimately conceived in just simply forgetting what we have, wouldn’t it behoove us to learn how to stir our minds up to remember all of the blessings that God has freely given us so that we do not fall into Satan’s web of deceit? 
So what I want to do is share some practical things that will show us how to stir ourselves up to remember all that we have been given by God. So let’s get into it, shall we?  

A PSALM OF THANKSGIVING

I personally believe that one of the best exercises that we can use in order to stir up our memory to these things is to meditate the 103rd Psalm because it is a compilation of many of the benefits that we have in the Lord. Psalm 103 to me is one of the best chapters to focus on during the Thanksgiving holidays for this very reason. 
Now I will not have time in this month’s teaching to go through this awesome Psalm verse by verse, but I do want to comment on the first couple of verses because they contain some practical truths of how to not forget God’s benefits.
Verse one & two starts off Psalm 103 with- “Bless the Lord, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.”

Notice how this psalm starts off by encouraging us to not forget all of His benefits. This does not mean that we can forget some of them, but to make sure we do not forget all of them (as I interpreted this statement when I was child(). No, it means not to forget any of the benefits that we have as His covenant people. But I want you to also see how what King David said shows us how to not forget any of them. There is a major solution that he gives us in these first two verses to helping us not forget any of His benefits. 

Notice how David uses the phrase- “blessing the Lord”- three times in these two verses. This is a significant part of remembering His benefits…
What does “blessing” the Lord mean? The Webster’s Dictionary defines the word “bless” (the way it is used in Psalm 103:1&2) as “to praise, glorify, or magnify.” So, in the context of Psalm 103:1&2, “bless” is basically a synonym for “praise.” 

So what does “blessing” (or, praising) the Lord have to do with us not forgetting all of His benefits? Well, when you praise the Lord, what are you doing? You are proclaiming the goodness and greatness of God through declaring who He is and what He has done. So, in essence, you are recalling all of His benefits when you bless Him, right? You see, a great benefit of glorifying and magnifying the Lord through praise and worship is that it helps us to not forget His benefits. In other words, it causes us to constantly recount all that He has done for us and be less likely to forget them.
GUARDING YOUR HEART

But it is not praising God out of our heads that causes us to really remember His benefits. Our minds are sometimes flighty and are subject to forgetfulness. The real key is that it comes out of our hearts. The things that are in our hearts are rarely forgotten. This is why King David twice made reference to His soul, and that he wanted his soul doing the blessing. In other words, as he stated in verse one, he wanted to bless the Lord from the inside-out.

You see, the best way to describe our soul is that it is our inner life (as opposed to our body which is our outward life). Our soul consists of all the inward parts of us that are non-physical and therefore unseen- our mind, will, emotions, personality, etc. (aside from, of course, our spirit). So when King David said in verse one- “Bless the Lord, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name”- he was stirring up all the parts of his soul within himself to get involved in praising God and being thankful for all that He has done. This is when you don’t forget what He has done… When your heart gets involved in blessing the Lord, those things that you are thanking Him for will stick even better.

Proverbs 3:1 says something similar and very enlightening… 
It says, “My son, do not forget my law, but let your heart keep my commands.” Notice that the first statement is to not forget God’s law, and then the word “but” is added… This means that after he makes the statement to not forget what God has said he then says, “On the other hand, let your heart keep my commands.” In other words, letting your heart keep his commands is how you don’t forget them! And, of course, this applies to other things as well… The way you do not forget all of God’s benefits is to let your heart keep them! 

So what does this mean to let your heart keep something? This word “keep” describes imprisoning something (and in this verse it is used in a good sense)… It means to capture something and to guard it lest it escape. In regards to the heart, it describes letting something get into your heart and then you, through constant care and diligence, making sure it does not escape. 
So, in regards to all that God has done for us, how do we capture these things in our heart and then “keep an eye on them” so they do not flee from our hearts? It’s exactly by what King David repeated over and over in Psalm 103:1&2… It is through constantly glorifying and magnifying the Lord! Praising the Lord is, figuratively speaking, “keeping an eye on” (i.e. guarding) His benefits! So when you bless the Lord at all times and let His praise continually be in your mouth (Psalm 34:1), you are focusing on what He has done, and it will be impossible for the memory of those things to escape your heart.      

WAR MEMORIALS

But the fruit of our lips is not the only way to practically remember His benefits. There are also “works of our hands” that can stir up our memory as well. Let me explain…

Another great way to remember the things that God has done for us is to memorialize them… 
If you pay attention to what God led the Israelites to do under the Old Testament, you will find that they oftentimes built memorials in honor of something God had said or done in that place. They did this to stir up their memory of what He had done in the past. You know, we still do this today… 
There are many war memorials that we have erected in our nation to commemorate the brave men and women who fought for our nation in times past. This too is to remember the past, and to never forget those who gave their lives for our nation.

So since this is a biblical practice and also such a good way of remembering things, shouldn’t we build “memorials” in our homes and so forth in order to be constantly reminded of God’s goodness in our lives?

Now I am not saying that we necessarily need to build a large stone structure in our backyard or anything like that. These were the types of materials that the Jewish people used to make their memorials permanent. The “memorials” that we can build to remind us of what God has done and said can vary… It might be framing a document that verifies a miracle He performed in your life. It could be hanging a Scripture on your wall that He quickened to you in a crisis situation. There are many different ways that you can memorialize what He has done, but how you do it is not important… It is that you do it that really matters! It is a great way to stir yourself up to all that He has done in your life.  

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS

So you can see that there are many different practical ways that we can stir up our memory to all that God has done for us so that we do not become unthankful and, therefore, susceptible to temptation.   

But, you know, these temptations usually manifest themselves in the very natural areas of our lives. Two of the most attacked areas are the people and the possessions in our lives. Becoming unthankful for the people and things in our lives opens the door to erring from God’s perfect will for our lives. 
Many of us have heard the much-loved hymn- “Count your Blessings.” The chorus says, “Count your blessings. Name them one by one; Count your many blessings. See what God has done.” Well, there is a very simple yet profound truth in this classic hymn that we should become doers of. So let’s learn how to practically count the blessings in our lives by taking a look at these two predominant areas that the enemy fights us in. 

Let’s start with the people in our life… 
You know, it is easy to take for granted and even get put out with the people God has put in our lives- whether it is our spouse, a family member, a friend, etc. Sometimes we seem to have a difficult time appreciating and tolerating them. Well, let me give you a good exercise to help reverse this tendency… 
Begin to thank God for the good qualities in that person- either just as a daily habit or whenever they are presently irritating you the most. Now, I know that a usual response to this piece of advice is- “They don’t have any good qualities!”- and this is usually said in anger because of the offense they have taken. The truth is, however, that you can always find something good in somebody. Sometimes you might have to look hard, but you can always find something in a person to be thankful for if you are honest with yourself. 
You see, sometimes we get super irritated with a family member because of something they either did or said and this starts a snowball effect of offense. But if you would just look at their heart, more often that not, you will find that their intentions were good. 

Now let’s look at how the enemy works in the area of possessions… 
This is an area that our flesh just has a tendency to be unthankful in. Oftentimes, when the newness of things that we have wears off we do not appreciate them anymore. It is at this time that we have to make a conscious effort to really appreciate those things. Let me give you a couple of examples… 
How about our jobs? What I have seen more times than not, especially in the secular work force, is that people will gripe and complain about their jobs. They will say things like- “I hate my job.” “The raise I got was not worth a flip!” or “Uggh… I have to work again this weekend.” They always gravitate towards the negative. They always see the glass as half-empty. Well, what we need to do is start seeing the glass as half-full instead… We need to be thankful for what we have, and focus on all of the benefits of working for our employer and for even having a job…  
You know, we just have a tendency to not appreciate the things we have until we don’t have them anymore. I guarantee you that if most of these people that complain about their job found themselves unemployed tomorrow they would be singing a different tune. I know both times when Shannon and I have moved to a different city, I did not exactly have the easiest time finding a job. In fact, it seemed like both times, I got a job at the last second. I’ll tell you what, when you find yourself in situations like that you are just a little less likely to complain about your job after you get one. 
Another good example of this tendency to be unthankful for our possessions is found in none other than our wonderful United States of America.
You know, I have always said that I believe every American should go on a tour of some kind of third-world nation to see how other people in the world live. We are so blessed here in the States! And make no mistake about it… It is because we started off being a God-fearing nation. Our founding fathers sought the Lord and set everything up the way they believed He willed for them to. So God has given America its prosperity, and we make no apologies for our blessings. But if there is a danger in possessing an abundance of things, it is that we can take for granted what we have through the familiarity of it. God understands this tendency of mankind… That is why He oftentimes told Israel that when they entered into the Land of Promise- the Land of Abundance- to not forget the Lord their God. That is why I believe it is important to see first-hand those who do not have these things we are so familiar with. 
I remember when I went to Russia on my missions trip… Our American hosts asked us to bring things like peanut butter, toilet paper, sugar, flour, etc. Imagine what it would be like to not have sugar, flour, or toilet paper (ughhh!(). In our hotel (if you would call it that() we usually did not have very warm water in the morning and we had to crouch in the bath tub because there was no curtain. I’ll tell you what… When I got back home, I very much appreciated the shower we had in our bathroom(.

My point in saying all of this is not to make us feel bad for what we have here in America; it is just to stir us up so that we will be thankful for and appreciate what we do have! 
You see, we do not need to look hard to be able to see all of the blessings that God has graced us with. We just have to make a conscious effort to count them everyday. 
Yes, God has promised us all things that pertain to life and godliness. His will is for us to prosper in every area of life; however, we should always be content with and thankful for  what we already have. We need to continuously stir ourselves up by remembering all that He has done for us lest we become like the children of Israel who sinned against the Lord by murmuring and complaining in the wilderness. They continuously provoked the Lord to anger by focusing on what they did not have, but if they would have been thankful for all the things that He had just recently done for them, they would not have sinned. Likewise, if we too would just stir ourselves up to be thankful for the things God has done for us, we would keep ourselves from lusting after that “forbidden fruit.”  
I would highly encourage you to visit our website this month @ www.living-logos.org and take advantage of the materials we have made available for you there. This month, it seemed good to me to bring some encouragement from the Word concerning our recent presidential election. On our main page, I have added a link entitled God’s Word Regarding Authorities. In it I share some truths that the Lord has shown me concerning our attitude towards authority figures, and I believe they are pertinent for all believers to understand. Also, I am beginning a new title for our “nugget” page… I am now entitling it “Gos-pills.” I am currently doing a study through the Gospels, and each month I will share with you a nugget from that study. So check out our first one!
As always we appreciate receiving feedback from you guys. If this newsletter or other materials on our website have been a blessing to you, we would be honored if you would let us know.
Till next month… Maranatha!     
Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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