OCTOBER 25TH, 2008

LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of our Lord and God- Jesus Christ! 

We pray all of you are experiencing the fullness of everything that Jesus died to provide for us and are growing in your knowledge of Him everyday. 
As for a personal update this month, we have been doing well… There has not been a whole lot new going on with us. We have just been enjoying the Lord and each other. 

I can say that we have been having more opportunities to believe God than we ever have. It seems like we have been getting stretched more in this season of our lives than we even did in Colorado. Don’t misunderstand me, I’m not complaining, just explaining.(
I was talking with a friend a few weeks ago and we were encouraging each other in these types of things… I shared with him that the Lord had ministered to me recently how I can be assured that where we are right now in certain affairs of life are not permanent. In fact, He is moving us into a broad place! What I do know is that we will be able to look back at this point in our lives several years down the road when we are in a lot better place and realize how much we needed these times. 
You see, most people despise the days of small beginnings. But the truth is, it is not the real you- your spirit- that hates the time between the realization of the promise and the manifestation of it. It is your flesh that wants to grow weary. Our response during these times should be for God to work in us as we wait and bring the maximum amount of growth and maturity in us. Also, sometimes it is just a matter of us not being ready… 
You know, I would be a fool if I was to give Levi any jewelry or money that we had now wouldn’t I? If we were to give him Shannon’s diamond ring, it would probably end up in the Macon sewer system.( If we were to give him a hundred dollar bill, it would probably end up in his stomach.( Why? Because Levi is not at a place yet in maturity and understanding to be entrusted with things of that kind of value. 

You see, our Heavenly Father knows where His children are at in maturity and understanding too… And although His will is for us all to be blessed, He also knows the correct path and timing that we need to get to that place of blessing. Of course, there are other variables involved, but this is definitely one of them. My point in saying this is to convey what I know to be true about our situation… We are having a grand opportunity for growth right now because it is during these times that you develop more character and maturity. (see Romans 5:3-4)
Proverbs 4:18 says, “The path of the just shines brighter and brighter unto the perfect day.” So I boldly declare that the path God has us on is getting better and better. It truly is! We are moving from faith to faith, strength to strength, and glory to glory! To God be all of the glory!  
So now let’s get into this month’s (other) teaching(…
OUR DIVINE MANDATE
I remember talking to someone before I was born again and we were discussing what the purpose of mankind is. We were pondering those universal questions- Why am I here? What is my purpose? Of course, being unregenerate, I was not able to see the purpose of mankind, but when I had my encounter with Jesus, I knew immediately the core-purpose of every single person who has ever lived on the earth… It is to worship God! 
The primary purpose for every single person who ever has or ever will be created is to have a personal relationship with their Creator! And the most important activity in that relationship is to praise and worship Him because He gave us our life! 

But, you see, this is not only God’s primary purpose for mankind. It is also the foundational purpose for all of His creation. In the Psalms, many references are made to different created things such as the sun, moon, stars, mountains, animals, etc. declaring God’s praise. (see Psalm 69:34, 145:10, 148, and Psalm 150:6)  Didn’t Jesus say that even the rocks would cry out? Therefore, the praise and worship of God is the primary purpose for everything and everyone God has ever created. 
So if this is true (and it most definitely is), wouldn’t it behoove us, the crown of His creation, to begin to fulfill our divine mandate sooner rather than later? You see, there is coming a day soon and very soon when we are going to slip out of these tents that we call bodies and be ushered into the presence of God where singing His praises will be our habitual tendency. Therefore, we ought to begin to do it now when we can bless Him even more. 

MINISTERING TO GOD

You might ask, “Why would it bless Him more if we do it now?” It is because this short life we have on the earth is the only time when we will be able to minister to God by faith. When we are in heaven it will be easy to praise and worship Him. Why? Because in heaven we will be in the full manifestation of His presence where there is fullness of joy and pleasures forevermore. (see Psalm 16:11) In heaven we will be able to see Him face to face and be acquainted with His glorious person. In heaven we will have no negative circumstances that distract and dissuade us. So you could say we will “feel like” praising and worshipping God then, right? On earth, it is a different story… 

On earth, we have negative situations that have a tendency to cause our eyes to turn away from the Lord and onto our circumstances. On earth, we are not able to see our God that we are worshipping. Today, we are just looking into a mirror dimly. (see 1 Corinthians 13:12) On earth, we only experience little tastes of God’s presence. On top of all of this, we have this flesh nature to deal with now which, more times than not, does not feel like singing unto Him. 
You see, our flesh and mind would much rather be doing something else other than ministering to someone, much less, someone they cannot contact naturally. Those unregenerate parts of us always want to be ministered to themselves. That is why television is so appealing to our flesh and mind. It is because our flesh can just lay there and do absolutely nothing and our mind is allowed the time to be pretty much idle.    
So in light of these limitations we have in this earth life, we have the glorious opportunity to really put a big smile on God’s face. “How?” you might ask. By pressing through these hindrances and worshipping God by faith, especially when our circumstances, emotions, and feelings are not wanting to cooperate. This is when we can fully please God- By ministering to Him by faith. Hebrews 11:6 says that without faith it is impossible to please God. So if we cannot please God without faith then it would not be too much a stretch to say that we can please God more when we use more faith.  In other words, the more faith we use, the more we please God. What a glorious opportunity we have!
So what I want to do in this edition of our Living Logos newsletter is share with you some practical aspects of praise & worship so that we can minister more effectively to our God. 
THE HEART OF WORSHIP
But before we get into these practical aspects, there is a point that must be made. 

You know, sometimes in our attempt to do things correctly, we forget a simple thing that God desires above anything. And that is that He wants our heart. We can learn how to technically praise and worship God better, but if our heart is not right, then it does not avail anything. God would much rather us have right hearts with wrong heads, than right heads with wrong hearts. In other words, in regards to praising Him, He would rather have us saying the wrong things with the right heart rather than saying the right things with the wrong heart. 

Think about it like this…Whenever you had your kids truly express their love or gratitude to you in their younger days, what exactly blessed you about it? Was it what they said, or how they said it? Was it because they so eloquently worded what they said or was it the fact that you knew, even though they used such simple terms, it came from their heart? Of course, it is what came out of their heart that blessed you. Well, God is the same. He would rather us mean what we say than say things that have no meaning to us. 

This is what Jesus meant in John chapter four as He ministered to the woman of Samaria… She brought up to him a great religious debate between the Jews and the Samaritans during that time… Where ought one to worship- in Jerusalem or on this mountain? (see John 4:20) 
Of course, this is always what religion wants to do- argue about the technicalities of where to worship and when to worship. But Jesus corrected that error by saying that God is seeking people who will worship Him in spirit and in truth. (see John 4:21-24) You see, Jesus corrected this religious debate by basically saying- “It is not where you worship that matters to God. He is more interested in how you worship Him.” And the specific way how He is seeking us to worship Him is in spirit and truth. 

What does this mean- in spirit and in truth? Well, this can be argued up and down, but the bottom line is that Jesus was referring to the unseen aspect of worship. 

“In the spirit” is obviously referring to connecting with God, who is a Spirit- spirit to spirit. In other words, it is worshipping Him from the inside out, which is an attitude of the heart. “In truth” obviously refers to worshipping Him in all sincerity- totally void of any pretense and hypocrisy. This is what God ultimately wants… Worshippers who do it from their heart and are sincere!   

On the other hand, even though the heart is the most important issue, shouldn’t we still aim to correct the technicalities so that we can praise God with the right heart and the right head? Of course we should! So now let’s get into some practical wisdom concerning this subject so that we can learn how to praise and worship God even better. 

ENTERING GOD’S HOUSE
There are a lot of different things that I could say from what I have learned through the Bible and through my own experiences, but I believe Psalm 100:4 is a scripture that best teaches us how to practically enter into praise… It says, “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.”

I want you to notice how the Psalmist describes the House of God in this verse. He describes the gates and then the courts of the tabernacle of their day. Obviously, the gates of the tabernacle were what led into the courts, and the part that the Psalmist left out was the holy of holies which dwelt within the courts. Allow me to quickly explain why he left this part out… 

The reason the Psalmist left out the holy of holies here was because, to the Old Testament saint, entering into the holy of holies was only available for the high priest. They would not have dreamed that “whosever will” could enter behind the veil. But under our new and better covenant, we all can enter boldly behind the veil, up to the very throne of God itself.  
I believe the Old Testament Tabernacle shows us how we are to practically enter into the presence of God to worship Him in spirit and in truth. And this verse unveils a portion of this truth…  

THE GATEWAY OF PRAISE & WORSHIP

The first step into God’s presence is through the gates of God’s House… And the Psalmist specifically says how we are to enter through them- with thanksgiving. So what we can see through this statement is the best way to approach God in praise & worship is through the gates of thanksgiving!

You see, giving God thanks for things that He has done, is doing, or even what He will do in the future, is a faith activator. Let me explain…

King David said in Psalm 69:30 that we magnify God with thanksgiving. The word “magnify” means to increase the size of something (or in this case, someone). This means that through thanksgiving we can actually make God bigger. Now, of course, we are not going to be able to make God any bigger than He already is, but what this means is that we can make our view of Him bigger! You see, thanksgiving is like a magnifying glass… Whatever we focus on being thankful for will become larger and greater than it was before. This is what David was saying. 

This is exactly why the Psalmist said that we are to enter into His gates with thanksgiving… It is because when we start off by giving thanks to God, He gets bigger and greater in our sight. Then our perspective changes! All the cares of this life begin to shrink and all that God has done becomes bigger in our sight. This stirs us up… And guess what wells up in us as a result? You guessed it… PRAISE!!! You see, as God begins to become magnified in our eyes, we will see how great He really is. This is when praise wells up within us and gushes out of our heart! 
So we started off traveling through the gates of thanksgiving and ended up in the courts of praise! Therefore, we could call “thanksgiving” the gateway to praise and worship.  
THE COURTS OF PRAISE

As you enter into the courts of God’s house you find yourself gathered together with other worshippers of the same God. The courts of God’s tabernacle were where anyone of the Jewish community could go. It was the part of the tabernacle where everyone congregated to praise and worship God. (see Psalm 22:22 35:18, 107:32, 109:30, 149:1) This tells me that praise somehow or another involves other people. The definition of  “praise” makes this truth even clearer… 

The Webster’s 1828 Dictionary defines this term “praise” as “to esteem, value, or prize.” He also adds this comment which I found very interesting- “It appears that praise, price, prize, are all from one root, the primary sense of which is to lift or to raise...” He goes on to say, “…and it may be questioned whether this (i.e. raise) is ‘praise’ with the prefix.” This is also where we get our word- “appraise”- which means to place an estimated value on something.  
So from this definition, “praise” literally means “to raise the value of or to lift up the price of.” In other words, you could say, praise means to esteem something or someone very highly. Therefore, in reference to God, it means to verbally commend, applaud, and boast of Him with the purpose of glorifying, magnifying, exalting, and extolling Him. 
So if this is what it means to “praise” God, how do we technically do it? How do we practically commend, applaud, or boast of Him? Is it by saying, “I praise You Lord! I magnify You! I glorify You!” Well, that is what most of us do, but is it the best way? 

Certainly, as I previously made a point of, the attitude of the heart is what really counts. I have been in certain services where we sung things like “Praise the Name of Jesus, I Exalt Thee, O Magnify the Lord, et cetera” and you could tell that God was pleased. So I am not saying that we cannot minister to God by using this kind of terminology, but what I am saying is there is a more excellent way of ministering to Him. (I feel like Paul when he said, “And yet I show you a more excellent way.”()

Let me give you a few Scriptural examples… 

In 2 Samuel 14:25 the scriptures say that Absalom was “praised” for his good looks. Does that mean that people went around saying, “I praise Absalom! Oh, I praise Absalom!”? Of course not! Since it was his good looks that they were praising this is probably what they went around saying- “Isn’t Absalom good looking!?! My, oh my, his hair is so beautiful!” This is what “praise” really is! 

Psalm 145:4 says, “One generation shall praise your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.” Now, how will one generation praise God’s works to another? Is it not by them declaring and boasting in what God had done? Of course! They probably told their kids things like- “When I was your age, God parted the Red Sea and we walked across on dry ground! I’ve seen God do some miraculous things like defeat a whole army without us even having to lift a sword! I’ll tell you, He is a mighty God!” This is what “praise” really is! 

Last, but not least, in 2 Chronicles 5:13, we have a great example of true praise… It says, “… and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and praised the Lord, saying: ‘For He is good, for His mercy endures forever,’…” Notice that it says that they praised the Lord saying. In other words, they were praising God by saying something. Saying what? “For the Lord is good and His mercy endures forever!” (which is indefinitely, the single most used “praise phrase” in the whole Bible)  You see, this is a true statement of praise… To declare that God is good and that His mercy lasts forever is to truly praise God! 

So from these examples can you see what it truly means to praise God? It means to declare how beautiful and lovely He is to you! It means to boast in all that He has done for you! It means to tell how good and merciful He is! It is more than just saying that we praise Him… It is actually praising Him through making these kinds of declarations- either to others or to God Himself. You see, praise is not always you one on one with God. It can just simply be you declaring how great God is to another person. 

Worship, on the other hand, is what involves us and God alone-just as the holy of holies was a secret place of separation. And the courts of praise are what lead us into this secret place with God. Worship is a more intimate face to face encounter with God, but it is always prefaced with the courts of praise. You see, just as we enter into the courts of praise through the gates of thanksgiving, we enter into the holy place of worship through the courts of praise.  

I have more to say about this, but unfortunately I am out of time this month. But what an awesome opportunity we have now! We can please God more now than we will ever be able to in eternity. So let’s get to it… Let’s learn to live everyday in this tabernacle of God’s presence through thanksgiving, praise, and worship! Again… He is worthy! 
I would encourage you to take advantage of our website this month. I have included a study I just did on 2 Chronicles chapter 20 entitled THE BELIEVER’S BATTLE-PLAN- What to do in crisis situations! It ministered to me greatly as the Holy Spirit gave it to me. It also correlates with our teaching this month, so I highly encourage you to check it out. The web address is www.living-logos.org. I have also included some more recent personal updates and, as usual, a new little “nugget” of truth. 

Till next month… Maranatha (i.e. Aramaic word that literally means- “O Lord, Come!”)!!!

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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