SEPTEMBER 22nd, 2008

LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of our Great God and Redeemer- Jesus Christ! 

We pray this issue of our Living Logos newsletter finds you experiencing all of His kingdom’s benefits and walking in the light of His truth!

Let me start out by briefly giving you a personal update on what has been going on with me down here in central Georgia…

As many of you know, we felt the Lord directing our family to take some time focusing on each other and our personal relationships with God. Well, it has been such a blessing! With the hustle and bustle of the last two years, we are especially enjoying this time of rest and relaxation. To be honest with you, I was not particularly excited about this commission because I felt ready to go do the work of the ministry fresh out of Bible College. What has been so awesome is that God has totally graced me during this season to fulfill His plan because that desire I had to go out and immediately “save the world” has been replaced with peace and contentment with my personal relationship with God. 
I feel like I finally understand what I heard Andrew Wommack say time and time again… 
He would say that if God told him to shut down all the ministries that he had started and go back to “pouring concrete” he would be content with just his personal relationship with God. I used to hear him say that and think- “Yeah, right. I bet you would(” Well, the reason I would think that was because my fellowship with God was not where it needed to be. With my schedule of family, school, and work I did not “make” a lot of time for personal time with God. 
Notice I did not say, “I did not have a lot of time…” The truth is we will make time for what is important to us. And when we say that we don’t have time for our personal relationship with God, what we are really saying is that there are other things such as hobbies, television, or even sleep- that are more important to us than Him. I know this is a hard saying, but we need to evaluate ourselves like this from time to time, not let the enemy condemn us over it, and make the necessary adjustments to put God first in our hearts. We cannot change what we did in the past, but we can change what will do in the future! 
But, my point is that I can see where Andrew was coming from because if your fellowship with God is done right, you will be content with it and not “have to have” anything else. I can honestly say, “Thank God, I am currently right there and it is a marvelous thing!”(      
As for this month’s teaching, I want to share with you something that the Lord has recently been renewing my mind to, but first let me give you a little background on this… 
I recently listened to a series by Keith Moore (that I highly recommend, by the way) entitled “Too Much!” In this series, he taught on a specific characteristic of God that the Lord has continued to minister to me over the past couple of months. So I am excited about teaching you today what God has been showing me. So let’s get right into it…
THE ABUNDANT LIFE
In John 10:10 we have, what I believe to be, one of the most important truths that Jesus ever gave us concerning God’s nature. He said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 

Now let me first of all make a quick point from this verse… From this very simple yet profound verse we can distinguish between what comes from God and what comes from the devil. Anything that has come to steal from us, to kill us, or to destroy the things in our lives is from the devil! Anything that has come to produce a better quality of life is from God. Now, of course, I need to qualify this. We need to define what is truly “a better quality of life”… 
Does money necessarily improve the quality of your life? Most people would give a hearty “Amen!” to that question, but that is not exactly the case. Financial prosperity certainly can add to the quality of your life, but it is absolutely contingent upon the prosperity of your soul. If your soul is not full of peace and joy then money, nor any other natural blessing, will ever improve the quality of your life. But this also does not mean that having wealth is of the devil either, the love of wealth is what comes from the devil because covetousness takes away the life of its owner. Well, I didn’t intend on saying all of that, but there you go(. 
What I wanted us to see in this verse is that Jesus reveals to us a certain aspect of God’s nature that is important for us to understand… 
Again, Jesus said, “but I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” Notice that Jesus said He not only came to give us life, but He came to give us life more abundantly! The Amplified Bible gives a great definition to this phrase- “more abundantly.” It defines it as “to the full, till it overflows.” You see, God’s nature is to not only give us enough, but to give us more than enough! This is always what He desires to so for us, because He is an excessive God!
EL SHADDAI

As a matter of fact, the first name God ever used to reveal Himself to mankind described this characteristic of His… 
He appeared to Abram in Genesis 17:1 and revealed one of His names as- “Almighty God.” The Hebrew word that He used here was “El Shaddai.” The word “Shaddai” was derived from the word “shad” which means “breast” and the word “el” which was a word that described God as mighty, strong, and powerful. So when you combine these two words together they describe God as the One who is able to supply and provide every need that we have. But if you look a little deeper into the meaning it carries the idea of Him being “All-Sufficient”, or you could say, “more than enough!” You see, God’s nature is to not just be our sufficiency, but to be our all-sufficiency! In other words, His tendency is to not just meet our needs, but to meet them in abundance! 
As Paul stated in Philippians 4:19- “And my God shall supply all your need…” But he didn’t stop there… How does He meet all our need? It is “according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus!” Those two words “according to” make a big difference in the way we should look at this verse. If he would have said, “out of His riches in glory” that would mean He could supply them in any way. For example, if I supplied something to you “out of” my riches then that might mean I just gave you a twenty dollar bill when I’m a multi-millionaire. But if I supply you “according to” my riches then that means I will supply you according to how wealthy I am. So if I was a multi-millionaire then that would mean you would get a whole lot more than twenty dollars(! You see, this is the way God is! He supplies us with more than enough because His provision is not according to the world’s system; it is according to His riches in glory! Hallelujah! That ought to make you shout! As I’ve heard Brother Andrew Wommack say time and time again- “God is El Shaddai, not El Cheapo!” (
There are many examples of this characteristic of God found throughout the Scriptures, but for times sake let’s look at what I consider the greatest example of this we have…
OUR EXCESSIVE COVENANT

I believe the greatest example of God’s excessive nature was demonstrated in this new and better covenant that we have today with God through Jesus Christ.
You know, the old covenant that Israel had seemed to me like it was good enough… 
For God to even provide a means for mankind to come into covenant with Him is amazing enough. He chose the nation of Israel as His own and gave them promises such as healing, prosperity, and protection. All He required of them was to keep their part of the covenant (which was keeping His law) and their promises of protection and provision stayed intact. Now I understand that there were flaws in this covenant (as God did too), but my point is that even that covenant was more than Israel deserved. God would have been righteous to just say something like, “Well, since Adam blew it they are just going to have to make it on their own. I’ve already done all I’m going to do for them. I already gave them their one shot.” But He didn’t do that! He chose Israel and was gracious to them time and time again. 
Being included in this original covenant would have been far more than we Gentiles could have ever dreamed. But, thank God, He didn’t stop there...
He established a new covenant based upon better promises and made it available for anyone who will simply believe. And under this new and better covenant, we see God’s tendency to be excessive. Not only did we obtain the benefits and promises that were given through the old covenant, we also got “much more.” Here is a list of some of the extra benefits…

1. We have been given a new nature that puts God’s law in our hearts and minds and inspires us to do those things which are pleasing in His sight! 
2. We have God’s Holy Spirit living on the inside of us to teach, strengthen, empower, and lead us!

3. We have been given God’s very own righteousness freely! 

4. We have been made a kingdom of kings and priests unto our God! 

5. All of us are capable of knowing God personally and are able to boldly and confidently approach Him for ourselves!
6. Unlike the sacrifice’s blood under the old covenant which only covered their sins, Jesus’ blood has completely washed away our sins, never to even be remembered again! 

And the list could go on and on… This is an excessive covenant! Amen!?! 

As 1 Peter 1:3 states- “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead!” Notice that it was through God’s “abundant mercy”… You see, the old covenant was God showing Israel mercy, but the new covenant is God showing both Jews and Gentiles abundant mercy (that is, excessive and overflowing mercy)!
LIMITING GOD
Now, invariably there will be people out there who hear a message like this but hear it through a filter of unbelief because of their personal experience. They will think things like- “If God is more than enough then why do I have ‘less than enough’ in so many areas of my life?” This is a good question, and one we will attempt to answer in this conclusion to our teaching this month…

First of all, let me tell you something that God told me a couple of years ago…

One day I was spending some time in prayer and the Lord spoke to me through tongues and interpretation. He asked me- “Is there anything too difficult for me?” Then He said, “You need to begin to believe bigger and you need to begin to see further. Quit limiting Me!” Now the fact that we can limit God is a biblical truth based on Psalm 78:41 which states that Israel limited God through their unbelief. 
Certainly God is sovereign and capable of doing anything He so desires, but He has chosen in His sovereignty to limit Himself by His Word. Therefore,  there are certain things that He wills to do in our lives, but if we violate spiritual laws that He has already put into motion, He will not (or it would be more accurate to say- “He cannot”) do anything about it. Now that is a strong statement, but it is totally true. It does not make Him any less God. It just simply demonstrates His righteousness because, even though He could have done whatever He wanted to do with His creation, He set up these spiritual laws so that we all can obtain His best if we would just cooperate. He is just!     
So how do we limit Him? Or better yet, how do we stop limiting Him? Well, what was the most often referred to vice of the children of Israel mentioned in the Scriptures? It was their unbelief! They refused to believe what God had told them which often caused them to rebel against Him and even turn to other gods. This is how they limited their righteous and just God. But before we start throwing stones at them, we need to judge ourselves and see how we too have limited El Shaddai from doing His good pleasure in our lives. Are we experiencing His abundance in our spiritual and natural lives the way that He has planned for us to? Well, I doubt any of us are experiencing everything that He has willed to pour out in our lives. 
So what is the solution? It is, as God told me- To begin to believe bigger and see further! 
ENLARGING YOUR TENT

This is exactly why it is so important to hear messages on God’s nature like the particular aspect of it that we are talking about today… It is because it increases your faith and your vision. You see, the more you hear about a particular subject, the more faith and vision you will have for it (see Romans 10:17). So just simply hearing is a vital part to this. But this is not all there is to it…

After you have fed your faith by hearing and hearing and hearing about God’s nature to be “more than enough” in our lives then that is when the principle of “faith without works is dead” from James chapter two comes into play… And I believe this principle is best illustrated in Isaiah 54:2 which says, “‘Enlarge the place of your tent, and let them stretch out the curtains of your dwellings; Do not spare; Lengthen your cords, and strengthen your stakes.” You see, the corresponding actions that will follow if we truly believe that God’s plan is to bless us with more than enough will be to start making some preparations for the overflow! It really makes since that this is what faith does too. 
Let me give you an example of this… If you really believe you are about to give birth to a child, won’t you start planning ahead on how to accommodate it by getting the baby furniture beforehand and so forth? If you got any sense you will!( But somebody will say, “Yeah, but I know the baby is on the way because I can physically see my stomach getting bigger, the doctors have verified it, etc.” Exactly! You prepare ahead of time because of what you “know” is coming. That is what faith is! Faith is, absolutely and positively “knowing” something exists and is coming to pass! As Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for (not wishful thinking, but confidently expecting)…” The difference is, however, faith is not based upon what you can see; faith is based upon what you have heard! (thus the remaining part of Hebrews 11:1- “…the evidence of things not seen.”) So the conclusion is- Faith expects and, therefore, will make preparations for what it is expecting! 
Ephesians 3:20 makes a similar point. Let’s turn over there and look a little further at what it means to “enlarge our tent”…
THE PROSPEROUS SOUL
The Apostle Paul was concluding his prayer for the Ephesian saints in Ephesians 3:14-21 and began to praise God in the verse we are covering. In this particular verse he makes a point that answers the very question we are looking to answer- How do we begin to experience the abundant life that He has paid for us to have?
He said in Ephesians 3:20- “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” Now, first of all, notice the wording that the Apostle Paul used to describe God… He said that God was the one who is able- He is the One who is more than capable and more than powerful enough to do what? To do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think! That sounds a lot like the God I have been describing to you in this teaching, doesn’t it? 
He is able (and more than willing, I might add) to do “exceedingly” (i.e. to exceed our expectations and overshoot what we were able to see Him doing)! He is able to do “abundantly” (i.e. to provide more than enough and cause our cup to overflow)! He is able to do “above all” (i.e. to do bigger and greater)! This is the nature of our God- El Shaddai! He is able to supersede anything we could ever ask of Him and even surpass our wildest imaginations! 
But what does Paul say at the end of this verse? He qualifies how this “exceedingly abundantly above all” provision takes place… He said that it happens “according to the power that works in us.” What does this mean? 
There have been several interpretations I have heard about this particular statement, but all of them seemed like stretches to me. Then one day I saw what the Apostle was referring to in the context of his prayer. What was the first thing he prayed for the Ephesian saints in this prayer? He prayed that God would grant them, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in their inner man (see verse 16). The word he used for “might” in this verse is the exact same Greek word used for “power” in verse 20- dunamis. So, from the context, we can see that the power that works in us is the strengthening of our inner man by the Holy Spirit. In other words, it describes the prosperity of our inner man. This is exactly what the Apostle John was saying in 3 John 2 when he said, “Beloved I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.” The words “just as” literally mean “according to” or “in proportion to.” So this verse is saying that our lives will prosper in proportion to how our soul is prospering. You see, the prosperity of our outer man is oftentimes an indication of the prosperity of our inner man.
But what does it mean for our soul to prosper? Well, our soul describes our inner man. The Greek word that is translated “soul” is psuche, and it is translated “life” more times than it is even translated “soul.” It describes all the parts that make up who we are internally- our personality, our mind, our will, and our emotions. So our soul prospering would describe our inner man expanding. 
You see, the reason why many believers do not receive the abundance that God desires to give them is because they have not developed the capacity to receive from Him on the inside. This is what God steered me towards- Believing bigger and seeing further- because once your soul begins to prosper like this you will be empowered to contain more of what He has for you. This is enlarging your tent and prospering your soul! 

Well, I hope this ministered to you this month… Understanding God’s excessive nature is vital to us being able to experience His abundant life. 

I would encourage you to check out our website @ www.living-logos.org if you have not already. We have other resources available to you there that we believe will minister to you further. And we would also encourage you to respond if you have been blessed by our ministry. It is always encouraging to hear back from our readers.      
Till next month… Maranatha!!! 

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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