JUNE 21stt, 2008

LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of our Awesome Redeemer and Savior- King Jesus! Grace, Mercy, and Peace be unto you and your household!

Man, has this time out here flown by or what? It seems like it was just a few months ago that Shannon and I loaded up the moving truck and headed for Colorado Springs. Now we are loading up the moving truck again and are headed back to Georgia. But although it went by fast, it was a blast! We learned so much in the past two years and the Lord grew us up a lot. In thinking back to what we learned I realized that both years had there own specific obstacles that we had to overcome. 

In the first year, many of you know that we had the hardest time finding jobs when we moved out here. We came out here with a little padding financially but that quickly dwindled as we were not working for the first couple of months. Well, God supernaturally provided us both with great jobs- exactly where he wanted us- and we saw financial miracle after financial miracle throughout the 2006/2007 school year. It taught us a lot about trusting God in the area of finances, which is a very important lesson you must learn if you are going into fulltime ministry. 

In the second year, is when Levi came on the scene.( It was during the 2007/2008 school year that Shannon and I had the common learning curve of caring for your first child. As many of you know by experience, this taught us a lot about dying to ourselves because the “free-time” we once had for “me-time” now became “Levi-time.”( We would not have it any other way, but there are adjustments in your heart that must be made once you have a child. It was through this that Shannon and I had to work through some things and fight off the enemy who is out to steal, kill, and destroy from our family. 

So from August of 2006 to June of 2008 we have seen many mountains and we have watched the Lord remove them. Praise God for His faithfulness! 
With that said, I wanted to let you all know about a slight change of plans that we have made concerning our destination on this move…

In a previous newsletter, we talked about how we felt the Lord was leading us to the Gainesville, GA area. Well, Shannon and I have discussed it and we both feel like we need to place our plans to go to Gainesville on the shelf and take a season where we just simply focus on the area of “relationships.”  
You know, in these past two years we have had so many major life changes that we just need a season to slow down and focus on our personal relationship with the Lord and focus on each other. Over these two years, we have… Gotten married, turned right around and moved 1,400 miles away to Colorado, started school, gotten new jobs, made new friends, found out we were pregnant, had our first child, etc. etc. etc. There have been many, many things that we experienced in our first two years of marriage.

So we just feel that we need a season of rest and rejuvenation- a time of getting rooted and grounded in our personal time with God which, through our busyness, we have not spent as much time on as we would have liked. I also felt like the Lord spoke to me about taking this next season to have a concentrated time of ministering to my family which I have not had as much time with as I would have liked between school and work. This just seems like the right thing to do so that these different areas of relationships will be established and we will be more prepared for the busyness that comes along with being full-time ministers of the gospel. 

Therefore, our plan now is to go to the Macon, GA area for a season and to focus on these things. This will give Shannon some nearby help with Levi because her family lives there. This is help which she needs (and deserves, I might add().      

Let me also add in here that we celebrated Levi’s first birthday last month on May the 30th! It is hard to comprehend how a year has passed by so quickly, but it has. This just goes back to my opening remarks in this newsletter… My, how time has flied!(  

Well, as for this month’s teaching we are continuing on with a series I started 3 months ago on How to Study and Interpret the Scriptures. Let me quickly review what we have covered so far…

We spent a lot of time covering the three basic foundations that I have found to effective Bible study: valuing the Word, purity of heart, and knowing the Author. We talked about how these three foundations are a must if we are going to build a solid and fruitful time in studying the Word of God. Then last month we discussed the subject of biblical meditation. We talked about how understanding and operating in the laws of meditation will greatly increase our understanding of the Scriptures. We discussed the different methods of meditation, as well as some practical examples of how to meditate the Word. 

Now this month I want to wind up this series by giving you some very practical and relevant study methods as well as give you some recommended material that I believe will help you in your studies of God’s Word.     

THE DIFFERENT METHODS OF BIBLE STUDY

First of all, let me spend some time explaining the many different methods that you can use to study God’s Word… 
The first ones that I want to mention are the systematic and topical methods. Let me define them… The systematic study of the Bible is the study of the sections of the Bible. For example, to systematically study the scriptures would be to study Romans chapter eight or to study the Book of Galatians straight through. The topical study approach is the study of specific subjects found throughout the Word of God. Some examples of this would be to study the subject of healing or to go on a journey through the Bible and study the topic of God’s grace.
Both of these methods are extremely pertinent and are not to be taken out of balance. Let me list a few of the positives of each… 

The positive of the systematic approach to studying the Word of God is that it is extremely safe… The reason why it is so safe is because by studying the sections of the Scriptures you are less likely to take verses out of context and misinterpret them. This enables you to see the intent of the section of Scriptures and catch the “spirit” of the Word. A good example of this is studying through the Book of Romans… If you would study this particular book from beginning to end, you will get a complete picture of the salvation that God has freely given us, but if you only focus on chapters 3-5, then you will get a misbalanced view of salvation and tend to slip into erroneous doctrine. 

Now the positive of the topical approach to studying God’s Word is that it is the best way to get a specific subject in your heart and receive the revelation of it. For example, if you are sick and are in need of healing, then you do not need to be studying through the Book of Ecclesiastes. You need to pull out your concordance and look up all the Scriptures on healing and meditate on them until God’s promise of divine healing gets in your heart.            
As you might be seeing already, there are negatives to both of these methods as well as there are positives. 
The negative about the systematic approach is that although it is the best way to get “pure knowledge”, it is not the best way to get “revelation knowledge.” You see, if I am suffering from a lot of condemnation and a sense of unworthiness, the best thing for me to do is not study verse by verse through a book in the Bible best thing for me at that time is to find every scripture I can on God’s unconditional love and grace and focus on those verses. My need at that time would be to get that subject in my heart and not to, for instance, understand the Book of Revelation. 

The negative of the topical method is the exact opposite… Although it is the best way to get “revelation knowledge”, it is not the best way to get “pure knowledge.” In other words, while my heart might want to understand God’s will concerning prosperity, my heart can deceive me into thinking that this subject is all that is important and then I begin to misinterpret and misapply certain verses. 

So what is the solution to this? The answer is found in one word- BALANCE! You see, we need to apply both of these methods to our study times. We need to study systematically so that we can grow in “pure knowledge”, but we also need to study topically so that we can grow in “revelation knowledge.” 

One of the greatest examples I could give you of this is the subject of faith, grace, and works. This seems to be one doctrinal area where people end up in ditches. I have seen people who were under such legalism and bondage to the letter of the law that when they got the revelation of righteousness by faith and the grace of God, they flat hop from one ditch over to the other. Now I understand that sometimes we need a concentrated dose of a certain subject to get ourselves healthy similarly to how a sick person needs a concentrated dose of Vitamin C, but these people seem to become vehement towards the word “work.” I mean, you might as well curse in front of them instead of mentioning “works” around them because they will attempt to bite and devour you! But how many of you know that there is a balance there? 

Someone who was a great leader in our church history made this mistake… Martin Luther did awesome things and God used him to head up the Reformation, but tradition has it that when he got the revelation of salvation by grace through faith he wanted to throw the Book of James out of the Bible because he thought it contradicted Paul’s writings. How many of you know that is not the right way to handle the Scriptures?( You don’t just try and rip some pages out because they seem to contradict what you believe. All of the 66 Books that are in there are inspired of God and are profitable for doctrine. Well, let me move on before I get plum off the subject.(
Another important method of studying the Scriptures is referencing.  

Referencing is the study of finding other related passages to the verses that you are reading. It either can be used to show you where in the Bible the author is quoting from or another place that “refers” to the same subject. Basically referencing can be defined as “what the Scripture is referring to.”
Referencing is a good form of study with similarities of the topical method. Therefore, it carries with it the same positives and the same negatives as the topical method. For instance, since you will be referred to another verse, you might take something out of context. On the other hand, that topic that is contained in the verse you are covering will get in your heart more and you will get more understanding of it. As a matter of fact, through this method you will find that the Bible actually will comment on itself most of the time. So a good rule of thumb is that whenever the author stops and quotes from an Old Testament passage go back to it and read it in its context because you might find that subject expounded on more in the Old Testament.

For example, in Matthew 21:16, we have a great instance of the benefits of referencing… Jesus answered the indignant religious leaders who had a problem with the children giving glory to Him with- “Yes. Have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise’?” If you have a Bible with references in the margin, you will find that Jesus was quoting directly from Psalm 8:2. And if you go and read that Scripture you will notice that it says something different... It says, “Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained strength, because of Your enemies, that You may silence the enemy and the avenger.” Notice that King David used the word “strength” and not “praise.” The Hebrew word used here is ‘oz which means “strength, power, and security” and does not in any way imply “praise.” Why is this so significant? Because Jesus was basically giving us a commentary on what strength, power, and security is synonymous with- PRAISE! In other words, what we can learn from this is that through praising God we are releasing not just words, but we are releasing strength, power, and security. Praise God! The joy of the Lord is our strength! 
I just noticed something else through Psalm 8:2 as well… What does he say at the end of the verse? “…Because of your enemies, that you may silence the enemy and the avenger.” When the enemy is proclaiming his lies in your mind, praise is not only the way to release God’s power and strength into your situation, but it is the solution to shutting him up at the same time! Hallelujah! Do you see how awesome using this method of Bible Study can be? Now let’s go on to another method. 

I have found that understanding the history behind a book of the Bible is extremely important as well.
Studying the Bible historically is the study of the background and setting of a specific book in the Bible. And while you do not want to spend more time studying the history of the Bible than the Bible itself, there is a major benefit of being able to see where the authors of specific books in the Bible were coming from and why they were writing them.

For example, did you know that most of the New Testament epistles were written to counter the false doctrines and heresies of their day? A couple in particular (Colossians & 1 John) were written to refute some of the teachings involved in “Gnosticism.” Now, as I alluded to earlier, we do not want to spend too much time studying the counterfeit when we have the truth before us. But, on the other hand, it really helps to understand why Paul and John said what they did in these two epistles by understanding what this major heresy was propagating during the first century.
And, last but not least, the final method of Bible Study that I want to mention is one of my favorites… Word Studies. 

Word studies are the studies of the definitions and backgrounds of different words. This is a powerful method of Bible study because words transmit thoughts. You see, sometimes we have a tendency in our times of reading the Bible to just skim over specific words and never give any real thought to what they mean. And by doing word studies it forces us to take the time to give real thought to what was being communicated in those scriptures. 

Let me give you an example… Most of us know that the word “baptism” literally means “to be totally immersed or dunked.” Well, if some denominations would take the time to look up what the word means and forget their religious traditions, they would find that water baptism means to be completely dunked in water and not just sprinkled. But although this is not a problem with most of my readers, do you know where many of us are in the dark? In understanding what it means to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. Why is the word “baptized” used in reference to the second experience of grace for the believer? The Lord answered this question for me as I pondered how we could have received the Holy Spirit when we were born again and then how we could have received Him after that as well. You see, the key to understanding this is in understanding the meaning of the word “baptized.” As previously stated, this word means to be completely immersed. So to be baptized in the Holy Spirit is to be completely immersed in the Holy Spirit. Now based on Romans 8:9-10 we see that when we receive the Holy Spirit at the initial salvation experience He comes to reside in our spirits- the part of us that has been filled with the life and righteousness of God- but when we are baptized in the Holy Spirit that is when we are totally “dunked” in Him- that is the other two parts of us (our soul and body) become immersed in Him as well. You see, this is when the power and ability of God really begins to affect our walks and is released through us. Praise God! This is what it means to be “baptized” in the Holy Spirit.

You see, just a simple word study can open up the door to a great revelation like that. Now there are dangers to doing word studies as well because you have to be careful about going and building doctrines around what a word means in the original language. You see, not even all the so-called experts agree on the meanings of certain Greek and Hebrew words. (And while I am at it, let me throw this little bit of wisdom at you- Do not just use an English dictionary to find out the meaning of a word used in the Bible because then you are just taking what the translator thought the best English word was and basing your hope on their interpretation).
TOOLS FOR YOUR TIME
So in conclusion to this series, let me give you just a few of the materials that I personally use and that you too can use to enhance your times of study…
The first thing I would recommend that every believer have is a Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance. In my opinion, having a good Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance is the most important study help that a believer can own. The reason I mention this specific type of concordance is because the Strong’s Exhaustive edition has a Greek and Hebrew Dictionary in the back which gives you a concordance and dictionary all in one volume. In fact, I own a Strong’s that has both of these as well as a Nave’s Topical Bible (a great resource for the topical study method) called “The Strongest Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance.” 

Another good recommendation is that you own a good Study Bible… Now there are a lot of good study bibles out there, but in my opinion, by far the best one (especially for all the charismatic believers out there) is The Spirit Filled Life Bible. This study bible is full of great tools to help you in studying the scriptures. It has a commentary on the bottom and several different teachings and word studies mixed throughout the different books of the Bible. In my opinion, this specific study bible is a must have for everyone. 

Now in regards to commentaries, this is a tricky one… The vast majority of commentaries were written by believers who do not believe like we- the tongue talkin’ believers- do(. Therefore, the only ones that I highly endorse are the ones that were put out by Andrew Wommack Ministries (see Life for Today commentaries @ www.awmi.net). But not even these cover all of the books of the Bible. But, you see, there are some other really good commentaries out there. I would just stay out of 1 Corinthians 12-14 in most of them.( The commentaries that I personally use are ones written by Warren Wiersbe (The Bible Exposition Commentary), John Phillips (Exploring the Bible Series), anything written by Arthur Pink, and a three part volume called the Jamison Fausset Brown Bible Commentary. But a good attitude to have when using commentaries is- “just eat the straw and spit out the sticks”( and also let the Holy Spirit be your teacher- guiding you into all truth.

There were many more little nuggets that I desired to put in here but I endeavor not to make these newsletters any more than 6 pages (believe it or not(). So if you have any questions concerning something I have written or failed to cover, feel free to write us and we will get back to you. With that said, I would also like to encourage you to respond to us if these newsletters have been a blessing to you in any way. I get feedback from some of its recipients, but not from the majority. So if any of these newsletters have been a blessing to you or if you have any questions, we would love to hear from you and receive your feedback. It would be very encouraging to us to hear from you. Thank you very much! I pray that this series has been a blessing to you.

Also please take the time to visit our website @ www.living-logos.org where we have some of our materials available for you. We also have included a nugget (under the tab entitled “Nugget” quite obviously) on the subject of witnessing which I believe will be very helpful to you. 
Maranatha!!! 
Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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