APRIL 20th, 2008

LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ- our Lord, God, and Savior! Grace and Peace be multiplied in your lives by the power of the Holy Spirit and through your personal relationship with God!
All I can say is- Wow… What an incredible missions trip! We saw so many wonderful things happen- people were healed and baptized in the Holy Spirit; others were encouraged and instructed through the Word of God. It was a God ordained trip!
I have always heard that when you go to other believers of a different tongue, that although you cannot communicate with them verbally, there is the universal language of love that is spoken. And let me tell you- That is so true! We are all in the Body of Christ and have the same faith, the same Spirit, the same Lord, etc. although we are from the opposite side of the world. They are a part of the family of God and it was great to meet them for the first time! I found myself telling those that I probably will never see again on this earth- “I’ll see you again… If not in this life, I’ll see you in heaven.”( Praise God!!! 
The Russian believers are so awesome! What a precious, precious people! One word that I think of to describe them is HONOR. They treated us like ambassadors the whole time we were there- They fed us like kings and made us feel as comfortable as they could. There were a couple of occasions that they would stand outside waving, clapping, and singing when we arrived or departed. It was amazing to see the amount of honor that they gave to us- a group of bible college students that, in my estimation, did not deserve this kind of respect. But I’ll tell you what… They will be richly rewarded because of this, for they who honor the ones who are sent, honor the One who sent them. 
Speaking of rewards, I wanted to again thank all of you who gave towards the collection I took up for the needy people of Russia. It went to good use… We were able to bless several people- including a widowed lady Pastor in a village outside of Ufa. She had such a great heart and was hungry to see God move in her church. It was a privilege to be able to bless her monetarily. We also blessed another pastor in Ufa and another widow in the town of Beloretsk that we visited. Thank you again for your contributions!   

You know, as I was thinking about the place where I wanted to take my missions trip back in the Fall of 2007, I really wanted to go to Africa, but as it came down to putting down my selection, I felt like the Lord was leading me to select Ufa, Russia. Well, knowing that the Lord is a whole lot smarter than me, I put Ufa down as my number one choice and I was selected as one of the ten 2nd Year students to go. When I was selected, I was super-excited about the group we had going. We had a strong team of spiritually mature and gifted people. Well, although my expectations were high of this group, they managed to exceed my expectations. I really saw more than ever how important it is for the Body to operate together in unity and with one purpose. There are areas I am strong in and there are areas that I am weak in, and when I ministered with this group, there were people who were strong in the areas of my weaknesses and, therefore, the needs that people had were all met. This is the power of the Body of Christ. We need each other, and when we work together and learn to appreciate other people’s abilities, we see better results. 

Another motive I had when selecting a trip was that I wanted to see first-hand a people who lived in poverty so that I would see how blessed we are in America and be more thankful. Well, although I went looking for abject poverty, what I found was true prosperity. What do I mean? I mean that although these believers in Christ lived in less than desirable conditions naturally, they were rich spiritually. James 2:5 says that God has called the poor of this world to be rich in faith and that is exactly what I saw- A people who were rich in their faith and extremely hungry for the things of God. So I ended up not feeling so sorry for them but rather sorry for the church in America because although the church here thinks that it is rich and has need of nothing, it does not know that we are really wretched, poor, miserable, blind, and naked like the church of Laodicea (see Revelation 3:17). I am not trying to be negative towards the church here in America, nor am I making an all inclusive accusation, but as a whole, the church of America is hurting. It was through this revelation that it was confirmed to me that I am indeed called to primarily minister in America. What God has called me to emphasize is so needed here in the States so I am more motivated to make an impact here than ever. 

As for the ministry opportunities that I had, I got a chance to speak two full length messages to the bible schools… I ministered on the subjects that I feel called to emphasize throughout my lifetime of ministry- The Kingdom of God & Our Hope. I also taught on the Sword of the Spirit at a Rehab Center/Church. I was given the opportunity to do an offering message at a church service we attended, and I encouraged them to honor the Lord with their tithes and offerings. It went good as well, and there were an innumerable amount of ministry opportunities that I had one on one with people and in small groups. After getting this taste of what full time ministry is like, I am ready for God to say to me, “Trey… Bon Appetite!”(        

It was a highly productive first missions trip for me… I was not forced to eat anything that was moving, ( and our conditions were better than expected. Although we did not have to “rough it” to the extent that we were expecting, I was still extremely thankful when I walked in our apartment and realized how good we really have it here. Thank God for how He has blessed this nation! I look forward to doing it again one day. I believe every Christian should make the effort to take a trip like this because it is good to see first hand how other Christians live around the world. It impacts you. 
Thank you for all of your prayers and support. Your prayers were evident and your support was extremely useful. We love you guys!   

Well, last month we began a series that I have entitled How to Study and Interpret the Scriptures. I expressed how excited I am about teaching this series because I believe it is one of the greatest things I can pour into other believers. The reason I believe this is because if I can teach someone how to study the Word for themselves instead of relying on another’s revelation, then their personal revelation will be limitless. 

Last month we began by dealing with a very simple yet extremely absent foundational truth to interpreting scripture in the church today- Valuing the Word! We talked about how our hearts are the real issue and how important it is for us to be “disciples” of the Word. 

So now this month let’s move on to the other two foundational issues to studying the Word that I believe the Lord has shown me…    
THE FOUNDATIONS OF EFFECTIVE BIBLE STUDY part two
PURITY OF HEART

As I made a point last month, there is a lot to say for the condition of your heart when it comes to studying the Word of God. I have personally seen and experienced the pitfalls that people fall into simply because their hearts are corrupted by wrong belief systems.

Matthew 5:8 says, “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.” The word “see” literally describes “perceiving” something. So those that are pure in heart shall be able to perceive God better. I believe this principle is also applicable to our studies of God’s Word… If your heart is impure through wrong beliefs and wrong desires, then you will not be able to “perceive” the truth of God’s Word. In other words, if your heart has “thorns” corrupting it, you will have a tendency to unconsciously try to make certain verses back up what you want to believe about God. So if you truly want to perceive the things of God in truth, then the condition of your heart is an extremely important factor.  
I heard a statement recently that just stuck with me… “You have to believe what you read, and not read what you believe.” I know that might seem a little confusing at first glance, but just think about it for a second- so many people do just this. Let me explain… many people find their little “pet doctrines” and then they see that particular topic has the only truth instead of letting the Word of God shape and mold their theology. In other words, they read what they want to believe! A good example that I have personally experienced because of the circles that I have run with is the subject of financial prosperity. I have seen how people get an understanding of the legitimate truth that God wants us to prosper in every area of life- including our finances. But so many people, because of the conditions of their hearts, have gone over into the ditch of covetousness. And a result of this is that in an attempt to back up their unbalanced theology, they twist certain Scriptures. For example, I have heard some “ministers of the gospel” teach out of Mark chapter 4 in the Parable of the Sower that when you sow financially, you will reap thirty, sixty, and one hundredfold. And although there is a truth of sowing and reaping in the financial arena, that is not at all what Jesus was teaching in that parable. What was being sown in that parable was the Word of God- or more literally, the Word of the Kingdom (see Matthew 13:19). In other words, this parable was a teaching about the gospel being preached and the four different types of ground were the four different conditions of people’s hearts that will hear the Word and how they will produce. But you see, people love to read what they believe! But no, we do not need to make the Word of God conform to our beliefs; we need to make our beliefs conform to the Word of God!  
In my own personal life, I have a specific subject that I believe God has called me to emphasize, but do you know how I came to the understanding of this subject? It was through an unbiased study of God’s Word! In other words, I would study verse by verse through the books of the New Testament with an objective heart, and it was through this open minded study that I saw a common theme in the Bible that just exploded on the inside of me! That is how I developed my beliefs, but most people do not do that. Most people take verses out of context because those verses in and of themselves back up what they want to believe. That will get you in a lot of trouble.     

You see, the Word of God is perfect! There are no contradictions, and everything from Genesis to Revelation correlate perfectly to reveal to us God’s perfect ways. 

I once had a guy who came into the Christian Bookstore I worked at right after I was saved, and this guy claimed to be a Christian, but he liked to read these secular books that talked about how the Bible contradicted itself. After he went on and on saying, “Well, what about this Scripture? What about that Scripture?” I finally just took him over to 2 Timothy 3:16 and had him read it to me (“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God…”). I then asked him- “Do you believe that verse?” He responded, “Well, of course I do.” Then I said to him- “Then you need to have more faith in that verse than in your own intellectual capabilities to understand the rest of the Bible!” Man, you would have thought I slapped the guy! But, you know what? That was from the Holy Spirit because I am not smart enough to make that stuff up(! My point is, you will always be increasing in knowledge and in understanding the Scriptures, so you have to just believe that the Bible is, in fact, inspired by God and that all of it (including Ecclesiastes() is profitable for us to grow in our faith. 

We always need to remain open to what God’s Word shows us! It is our foundation- what we base all of our beliefs upon and what we build our lives on. And if you find something,  particularly in the New Testament, that doesn’t line up with what you thought was truth, don’t just ignore it, but ask the Holy Spirit to show you, and He will! It might just be something that you do not understand yet and lines up perfectly with what you thought to be truth or it might be something that will partly change what you previously believed. It is wise to not try and sweep apparent contradictions under the rug because (and this might be a shock to some of us() we do not know it all and have a corner on the things of God. Be open and teachable! Keep your heart pure and do not let it be cluttered with wrong ideas. Believe what you read! Love the truth more than anything else- even your own little pet doctrines!    

Let me tell you another story about something God showed me one time… A year or so after I was born again, God had really established me in the truth that His Word is the final authority. Well, I remember the first time I read the Book of 1 Timothy. Man, it shook up some of my initial theology! Things that I thought were true didn’t seem like it after I read that book, and this put a godly fear in me about ever believing anything that was not based on the Bible. I remember praying to God that same night- “Lord, I know you have called me to teach your Word, but please do not let me believe or preach anything untrue!” The next morning I was wide awake at about 6 am… Now if I wake up at 6 am without an alarm clock it is either God or I ate pizza the night before(. As I lay there, the words, “2nd Peter, 2nd Peter, 2nd Peter” kept going off on the inside of me. After laying there for a little bit, I finally realized that the Lord wanted me to get up and read that book. And to make a long story short, He showed me from 2 Peter chapter one that there is a lot in His Word that I don’t understand, and all that I need to do is walk in the light that I know, and He will always keep me out of darkness (i.e. error).
What the Lord was teaching me was that all I need to do is walk in the truth that I do understand, and I will keep myself in the position to be taught what I don’t currently understand. You see, “knowledge puffs up but love edifies.”  If you just want to gain knowledge just to know more, you’ll become haughty and arrogant, but true and godly wisdom will always result in right living. This is why it is so important to get God’s Word in your heart and not just in your head. It is not until you get it in your heart that it will change you! But if you are just studying God’s Word to get more head knowledge, you are wasting your time. You need to be a doer of the Word- that is, applying what you are learning into your everyday life- and not just a hearer of the Word that does nothing with it. When you do this, you will be in the best position to receive further revelation!   
KNOWING THE AUTHOR

The third and final foundational issue to effective Bible Study that I want to mention is also one of the most important aspects to having vibrant and life-giving times of Bible study.
Let me begin by asking you a question… If you really wanted to understand William Shakespeare’s writings, what do you think would be the absolute best way to understand them? It would be to have William Shakespeare right there with you to explain what he meant! Well, even though that would be impossible, it’s not impossible with the Bible! Someone might argue, “No… that is impossible because Moses, Luke, Paul, and all the rest of the writers of the books of the Bible are in heaven.” Sure all those that penned the books of the Bible are in heaven, but I am not referring to those that literally “wrote” the Bible… I am referring to the real Author that inspired them to write what they did. You see, the real Author of the Bible is still among us- and His name is the Holy Spirit! Let me explain a little further… although God physically penned the Holy Scriptures through man, the One who inspired them to write what they did was the Holy Spirit (see 2 Timothy 3:16)! Therefore, the Holy Spirit is the true Author of the Word of God! And since we have the Holy Spirit living on the inside of us that means we have the true Author of the Word of God living on the inside of us!
Since this is the case, we do not have any excuse to not understand the Bible. The key is getting to know the Author of the Book! You see, by getting to know the Author of the Book, you will have greater insight into the Book itself. So knowing Him is the real key, because when you have a relationship with Him, you’ll be in the position to be taught by Him.
Let me put it this way… How would you like to have Jesus with you to teach you and expound the Word of God to you all the time?  Most Christians would give anything for that opportunity! Well, Jesus Himself said that it was to our advantage for Him to go away because if He did not go away then the Holy Spirit could not be sent to us (John 16:5-7). In essence, what Jesus was saying was it will be better for us to have the Holy Spirit than it would be for us to have Him still walking on this earth. Wow! If that would not have come out of the mouth of Jesus Himself then that statement would seem almost blasphemous, wouldn’t it? 
You see, it is to our advantage to have the Holy Spirit rather than having Jesus physically with us today because He is just like Jesus. Let me explain… Look back over at John 14:16 and notice how Jesus called the Holy Spirit “another Helper.” If Jesus called Him “another Helper” then a good question is- Who was the original and other “Helper?” It was Jesus! Jesus was the original comforter, counselor, teacher, intercessor, advocate, & strengthener (def. “Helper”)! But, to me, the most impacting word that Jesus used was “another.” The Greek word that He used here literally meant “an exact duplicate, a complete representation, or a twin.” This means that the Holy Spirit is exactly like Jesus in everything He thinks, says, and does. In order to understand what the Holy Spirit is doing in the earth today, all you have to do is go read the Gospels because whatever you saw Jesus doing is what He does today. So why is it more advantageous for us to have the Holy Spirit rather than Jesus? It’s because He lives within us! Therefore, each one of us has our own personal “Jesus” to lead and teach us. Wow, that is awesome! You see, when Jesus walked this earth He could only minister to a certain number of people at a time because He was limited in His physical body. But that is not the case with the Holy Spirit… His ability to teach us is not limited because He operates in the omnipresence of God. Therefore, the Holy Spirit is to us today what Jesus was to His disciples then! Hallelujah!!! The Holy Spirit lives within us to teach us all things, to bring to our remembrance the things we have already heard, and to guide us into all truth (see John 14:26; 16:13; & 1 John 2:18-27). He is our own personal “Rabbi”! So it would behoove us to pursue a relationship with Him, receive His instruction, and learn of Him.   
So a wise question to now ask is- How do I take advantage of the Advantage? How can I practically begin to benefit from this ministry that He has been given? Well, the answer is very simple and is found in James 4:2- “You have not because you ask not.” You see, He’s your instructor but you have got to go to class to be taught. And this school of the Spirit is found simply through developing a relationship with Him- acknowledging Him when you open your Bible to study and asking Him to guide you, bring scriptures to your remembrance, and to teach you. As you begin to cultivate this relationship with Him, you will be amazed at the revelation knowledge that you will begin to walk in. It is that simple… It’s not easy, but it is that simple. 
So in conclusion, we have seen that there are three major foundational issues that you must be grounded in if you want to be able to rightly divide the Word of Truth- We need the love of the Truth… we need to live in the Truth… and we need to know the Spirit of the Truth. Number one, you must love the truth more than anything else- valuing the Word so much that you are willing to do whatever it takes to seek first the truth of God’s Word. Number two, you must live in the truth- that is, keeping your heart clean and pure so that you do not get off into error. As I emphasized earlier, believe what you read and don’t read what you believe. And last but not least, you must know the Spirit of truth and be able to receive His instruction. If you want to have an effective foundation for studying the Bible, these three things are absolutely essential!

If you have the time, please check out our website at www.living-logos.org. This month I added a little nugget from the Book of Proverbs that kind of goes along with studying and interpreting the Scriptures. Enjoy!      

Till next month… Grace and Peace be multiplied toward you and yours! Maranatha!!! 

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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