MARCH 21st, 2008

LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of our Holy Father God and His Son, Jesus Christ! 

First of all, Shannon and I wanted to begin this 20th edition of the Living Logos by thanking all of our partners… I cannot express enough just how much your gifts and prayers mean to us. You guys have been a huge blessing to us and we appreciate your generosity and faithfulness so very much. I pray the Lord makes all of His manifold grace abound toward you - that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work! The Lord is faithful and also will do it! 
I wanted to also take the time to thank all of you who have sent in your support for the needy saints in Ufa, Russia. I am so excited about distributing this collection to whomever the Holy Spirit will lead me to. I believe the Lord is going to use our gifts to answer the prayers of someone who has been trusting the Lord for His miraculous provision! May the Lord richly reward you for your generosity!

Also please remember to pray for our team as we are gone from April 4-15… Pray that God’s Word would run swiftly and be glorified, that God’s perfect will would be done in us, and God’s kingdom will come through us on this trip. Thank you for your prayers!     

Well, with graduation upcoming and this season of our lives coming to a close, we want to let all of you know what we feel is the next step for our family and ministry… We believe the Lord has led us to return to Georgia! Can somebody say, “Amen!”?(
We have been praying about this since we got out here around 19 months ago and there was a day a few months ago when Shannon and I sat down to discuss what we had on our hearts. We both concluded that where God wanted us to go from here was indeed somewhere in Georgia, but we also believed it was not going to be anywhere that either one of us had ever lived before. We knew the particular area that He was calling us to on that day, but were not sure if that was from the Lord or not. Well, since that time we are certain that He wants us to move to the Gainesville area! 

Someone might be thinking, “Why Gainesville?” and my answer is- “Your guess is as good as mine.(” I have some things on my heart that I will reveal to you later when the time is right but they are things that we could do from anywhere. And in terms of a job, a church, etc… I have no earthly idea what God has up His sleeve. What convinces me even more that we are hearing from God is because we have such a peace about it (similar to the way I had a peace about the provision coming in for Shannon to be able to stay at home with Levi). I am not wringing my hands and panicking on what is before us. We are just resting- confidently and assuredly- that the Lord will open the doors and guide us into our next “place called there.” 

A common question that I have been asked recently is- “Are you going to miss it out there (i.e. Colorado & CBC)?” The way I would answer that is that around May and June, it will be “bitter-sweet.” What I mean is that I will miss the Charis Bible College atmosphere. Shannon and I will miss the friends that we have made and the beautiful scenery out here. But at the same time we will be very excited about getting to be closer to the family and friends that we have been so far away from for close to two years. I am also very excited about getting to go out and do the work of the ministry that I have been trained to do. So it will be a little bitter for the last few weeks we have out here, but also very sweet as we set out to fulfill God’s call on our family and ministry. 

Well, seeing that my time will be limited here in the next few months- with the mission’s trip I am going on in April and the preparations for our move in June, I had on my heart to do more of a series for the next few months that we are in Colorado. I am extremely excited about it! The subject that I want to cover is a very practical subject that I believe is the most beneficial thing that I have to offer other believers. It is a teaching entitled How to Study and Interpret the Scriptures. 
But before we delve into this series of lessons, let me give you a little glimpse back into my first few years of being a Christian and lay some groundwork to this series…

THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING THE SCRIPTURES
I was born again in a church that specialized in evangelism. There was far more preaching done in this church than there was teaching. But as I committed my life to the Lord and got baptized in the Holy Spirit, I found that I had such a passion for studying God’s Word. So much so that I just shut myself off from all relationships and recreational activities because I wanted to spend every waking moment I had studying God’s Word. It was my passion! I would choose listening to teaching tapes, studying commentaries, etc. over anything and everything else. Then I believe the Lord moved me to a church that emphasized more of the teaching of God’s Word. It was at this point of my Christian life that the Lord gave me the opportunity to minister. 

My reason for bringing this up is because I remember a couple of different occasions when someone had gotten a hold of one of my first teachings… These two different individuals that I am thinking of both came to me and asked what kind of study materials that I used to get the information that they heard me teaching. I thought- “What materials? It is more than just having the right books!” It was from this that I believe the Lord laid on my heart to teach a series called “How to Study the Bible.” I approached my Pastor with this idea and he penciled me in to teach this series to our church for three consecutive Sunday evenings.  

I mentioned a moment ago that I believe this is the most beneficial teaching I have to offer… The reason I believe this is because if I can teach other believers how to study the Word for themselves and extract all the treasures therein, then they can discover the truth for themselves and not be totally dependent on others like myself who teach. 

You see, the Body of Christ needs teachers and preachers, but it also needs to know how to study the Word for itself. You cannot live off another man or woman’s revelation! You have to be able to study and interpret the Scriptures for yourself. 

You do understand that even anointed men and women of God who are called to share the gospel can miss it, right? To be honest with you, every minister that strives to teach the whole council of God is wrong in some teaching that they have. Nobody has a perfect and complete understanding of the things of God. It is for this reason that it would behoove us to study the Scriptures ourselves to see if what we are hearing is accurate or not. In my opinion, it is foolishness to build our lives, base our rewards, or even place our eternal destiny into the hands of another minister’s interpretation of God’s Word. Therefore, I chose a long time ago that even though I do listen to other men and women of God, I won’t build my life upon another’s foundation. I will study the Scriptures for myself and find out what I believe it says first hand.      
So now let’s get into our teaching and learn how to study and interpret the Scriptures for ourselves…

THE FOUNDATIONS OF EFFECTIVE BIBLE STUDY part one
I stated earlier that there is more to studying the Scriptures than just having the right methods and materials. This is so true! There are more foundational aspects that we need to be grounded in before we can move on to the more practical aspects. So before we get into the practical areas of this series we need to first deal with the foundational areas.
You know, the more time spent on the foundation is an indication of how high the building will be. Likewise, the more grounded you are in these “must have” foundational principles of effective Bible Study, the further you will go in understanding the Word of God. On the other hand, if you are not established in these foundational aspects of Bible Study, your foundation will be shoddy and, therefore, what you build on it will not be unshakeable and solid. 

The three major foundational issues to effective Bible Study that I have seen in my short term experience as a believer are…

1. Valuing the Word of God (i.e. being a disciple of the Word)

2. Purity of Heart

3. Knowing the Author of the Book

Some of these things will seem elementary to some of you but as I have said, if you are not established in these three foundational truths, your time spent studying the Word will lack the life and productivity that it should have. (This month I will only deal with one of the levels of the foundation and next month I will deal with the other two levels).
VALUING THE WORD
The first level of the foundation to effective Bible Study that I want to discuss with you this month is how important it is that we really see the value of God’s Word. 

The Word of God has a lot to say about things like hungering and thirsting for the things of God and seeking after them with all of our hearts. You see, the condition of our hearts is the real key to everything in the Christian life. The more I learn and grow in my understanding of the kingdom of God, the more I see just how simple the things of God are. They are so simple that even a child can get its results. The church today has complicated things so much by believing that you have to go through these three steps or that you have to operate in these seven principles, but the kingdom of God does not operate in steps and principles… The kingdom of God has to do with the heart! 

You see, our hearts have the ability to transform us to whatever we set them on. So if you want to see success in the kingdom of God, your heart has to be set on the things of God. In regards to the Word, if there is not a real desire in your heart to understand the Word, you won’t really apply yourself to it. There is no substitute for hungering and thirsting for the Word. You will obtain whatever you really desire in your heart! Again, whatever you devote yourself to is what your soul will adapt to (see Matthew 5:6 & Matthew 7:7-8).
In the Book of Proverbs, Solomon gives us some great descriptions of this subject of valuing the Word of God that really shows us some characteristics of the person who has set his or her heart on the Word of God. Let’s begin in Proverbs 4:20-23… 
He begins admonishing us by saying, “My Son, give attention to my words.” This “giving attention” describes the giving of one’s undivided attention to something. Another way of saying this is that you are honoring and respecting God’s Words through paying attention and listening attentively. Then he says next, “incline your ear to my sayings.” This phrase describes putting yourself in a better position to hear like tilting your head towards the one speaking. Do you know what this phrase denotes? It denotes that there must be distractions present because if we have to put ourselves in a position to hear better, there must be a lot of commotion going on around us. And this commotion comes from the world… 

You see, in the world that we live in, there are many things that will vie for our attention- such as television, relationships, our careers, etc. Therefore, we have to discipline ourselves to shut out the distractions- give attention to God’s Word and put ourselves in a better position to hear what the voice of truth is saying. Someone will inevitably say, “But Trey, I just don’t have the time to do this!” Well, first of all let me say that you make time for what is important to you. But I also understand that there are certain responsibilities that we have to take care of while we are in this world and that is when you have to get creative. Perhaps verse 21 will explain this… 
In verse 21 he goes on to say, “Do not let them depart from your eyes.” Just as with the ears spoken of in the previous verse, this is referring to the eyes of our heart and not just our physical eyes. You see, you cannot continuously be “physically” looking at your Bible all day because you have responsibilities to attend to. But there are some practical things that you can do… As the Lord taught His chosen people Israel, you can put the Word all over your home. For example, you can write some scriptures on sticky notes and put them on your bathroom mirror or the dash of the car. You can listen to teaching CD’s while you are getting ready in the morning and while you lay down at night. You can listen to the Bible on tape while you are in the car. There are many ways that you can keep the Word of God ever before you, but the best way is to do what Solomon said next- “keep them in the midst of your heart.” 
Why is this the best way to keep the Word before your eyes? Because if you get it in the middle of your heart, you are giving His Word the proper place and value in your life and then you can effectively meditate on the Word without having to have your Bible open in front of you. (We will further discuss “Biblical Meditation” the month after next).
Now let’s go over to Proverbs chapter two where Solomon gives us a similar exhortation as we just covered in chapter four. What I like about the following passage of Scripture is that Solomon gives us a progression that needs to take place before we will increase in the knowledge and understanding of the Word. 

In Proverbs 2:1, he starts off by saying, “My son, if you receive my words.” This word “receive” describes accepting His Word as opposed to rejecting it. You see, it is important that we keep a teachable heart and do not reject wisdom as it constantly cries out to us. He goes on to say, “treasure my commands within you.” You see, it is not good enough to just accept God’s Word… You also have to treasure it in your heart- that is, making it one of the most valuable things in your heart. Then in verse 2 he says, “so that you incline your ear to wisdom.” The prior two things- receiving and treasuring His Word- will make your inner ear attentive to wisdom’s voice (which is how to apply the Word you’ve received and treasured and how to apply it to your daily circumstances). Praise God! That’s good stuff! But that is not all that receiving and treasuring His Word does… It will also produce understanding because Solomon then goes on to say, “…And apply your heart to understanding.” The word “apply” means to “stretch out or extend.” So when you receive His Word and then treasure His Word in your heart, you will put yourself in a better position to grow in wisdom and you will also extend yourself towards understanding it. Hallelujah!!! In other words, Wisdom and understanding are a result of receiving and treasuring God’s Word in your heart. 
Then in verses 3-4, Solomon gives a couple of descriptions of how hungry we should be for the Word… He says in verse three- “Yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding…” First of all, this verse denotes a sense of urgency and desire, similar to a baby’s cry when he is hungry.  You see, this phrase indicates having a total dependency upon Him and a need for help, and we express this heartfelt attitude through prayer… You need to cry out for it with such a hunger- like a baby cries out for milk! 1 Peter 2:3 says that we are to desire the sincere milk of the Word that we may grow thereby. We need to be this hungry for the Word that we “cry out” and “lift up our voice” to the Lord for knowledge, wisdom, and understanding!  
Verse four goes on to say, “If you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden treasures…” You know, nothing valuable is ever found on the surface. That is why we must dig deep into God’s Word- that is, putting forth effort and desiring the truth like it is actually buried treasure. When we get this hungry for understanding, look at what Solomon says happens… “Then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.” If you want to find the knowledge of God, you have to get this passionate about God’s Word! You need to seek for the truth like you would for hidden treasures! It all comes down to hunger and value… If our hearts are in this condition, we will absolutely, positively find the knowledge that is buried in the Word of God!

THE WORD’S DISCIPLES
In Matthew chapter thirteen, Jesus said something very interesting along these same lines that I want us to conclude this month’s teaching with… 
In verse nine He said, “He who has ears to hear let him hear.” If you skip down to verse twelve, this will help you to understand this hard to understand verse… It says, “For whoever has (has what? ears to hear!) to him more will be given (more what? the ability to hear!), and he will have abundance (abundance of what? An abundance of revelation, understanding, knowledge, etc!); but whoever does not have (i.e. ears to hear) even what he has (i.e. the ability to hear) will be taken away from him (i.e. not by God, but by them hardening their own hearts [verse 15]).” Do you see how much more sense this verse makes when we do not take it out of context?   
But let’s look back at verse eleven because I want us to pay particular attention to who Jesus was speaking to in this passage of Scripture who had these “ears to hear”… He says, “Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven…” Who was He talking to? He was talking to His disciples- those that had forsaken everything else to follow Him! 
You see, there is a difference between your average Christian and a disciple. A disciple of Jesus is one who leaves everything behind- all the distractions and the weights of life and is completely committed to Jesus. But you see, to become disciples of Jesus, you also must be a disciple of God’s Word because Jesus and the Word of God are one in the same (see John 1:1)! Therefore, we need to become disciples of the Word of God- that is, a people that abide with and in the Word of God and forsake all that would distract or would vie for our attention. You see, these disciples of Jesus were continuously with the Word, hearing and hearing and hearing His teaching. This is why they had “ears to hear” and, therefore, were enabled “to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.” Wow! Do you see that? It takes a committal of one’s time, efforts, and energy to truly dig up the treasures of God’s Word! One of the most important things in gaining knowledge, revelation, and wisdom is having a desire in your heart for it! You see, if you really want it bad enough, you will invest your time in it!

So in conclusion, we have seen that one of the three major foundational issues that you must be grounded in is a love for God’s Word. If you want to be able to rightly divide the Word of Truth, you must love God’s Word more than anything else- seeing it as it is in truth- a valuable treasure! When you get this hungry, I guarantee you, you are well on your way to growing in your understanding of it! This is a “must have” foundational principle to studying God’s Word, and once your heart is in this condition, you can build from there. 
Next month, we will delve into the other two foundational aspects of effective Bible Study and then after that I will share with you some practical things that I have learned that I believe will help you. 
If you have the time, please check out our website at www.living-logos.org. This month I added a little nugget from the book of Proverbs. I believe it will bless you- so check it out!    

Till next month… The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all! Maranatha and Amen!!! 

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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