September 25, 2006

THE LIVING LOGOS

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord! 

A big “thank you” to all of our partners that have sown faithfully and sacrificially into our ministry. We pray faithfully for you guys that God will multiply your seed sown and bring you into the fullness of your inheritance that is in Christ Jesus! If there is any way we can specifically pray for you please let us know either by letter, email, or telephone. We love and appreciate you! You all are major blessings! As many of you well know- if you are born again, you most definitely are blessed- whether it seems like it or not! Genesis chapter 39 makes an incredible statement about the young man named Joseph. Joseph was just sold into slavery to Potiphar but God said in verse 2, “he was a prosperous man” (KJV)! You see, sometimes it might not seem like you are blessed in the natural but God always sees you as “prosperous” in the spiritual! And you know good and well what ended up happening with Joseph’s negative circumstances…Those that God has blessed are like the corks that cannot be held under the water for long! They will always rise to the top and become the head and not the tail! Amen! So thank you all very much for being the blessings that you are! Y’all are above only and not beneath!

Well, on a personal note, Shannon and I are getting ready for our first winter in Colorado. The weather fluctuates so much out here. It can be 80-90 degrees in the afternoon and then 40-50 degrees in the evening. It’s hard to know how to dress with weather like this. Shannon and I have visited the nationally renown park of Colorado known as The Garden of the gods located right here in “The Springs.” This is such a beautiful place! It is famous for its tremendous rock structures that stand out among the rest of the beauty of Pikes Peak. Shannon and I commented on how amazing it is that people can come and witness this majesty and not leave believing there is a God. Only the devil can deceive us enough to believe that all the beauty of God’s creation just happened. As we sat on one of those rocks and overlooked the thousands of acres surrounding the mountains all I could think of was how the Bible tells us that Jesus went up on the mountain to pray. And although I would find it hard to believe that it is that beautiful in Israel, I can now see why Jesus chose the mountains for His prayer closet. I will never be able to read those Scriptures the same again. 

Shannon and I are still standing and believing God for the jobs that He has for us. I would have to honestly say that I am more excited than fearful! God is faithful and, just as He has fully supplied every need we have had in the past, this “little giant” will be like the rest of them( Glory to God! He is faithful who has promised and He also will do it!   

I have been in my classes for a month now and I am luvin’ it! My classes at the present moment are Bible Covenants I, The 3 B’s of the Bible (Born Again, Water Baptism, and Baptism in the Holy Ghost), The Integrity of God’s Word, The Basics of Righteousness, A Lifetime of ministry, and A Survey of the Old Testament I. Another class I have this first trimester is “The Introduction to the Bible” taught by Don Krow. To most, this class is probably extremely boring because you learn about basic Bible terms like Soteriology, Theology, etc., you learn how to use Greek word studies, and you study hermeneutics (the art and study of Bible interpretation). But to me, it is great because they don’t beat these topics to death like most cemeteries (I mean seminaries) do! They just give you enough background to understand how these study methods work. Andrew is making us read through the Bible by June in his class on the Integrity of God’s Word. That accounts for three chapters in the Old Testament and one in the New Testament everyday. Shannon and I will be volunteering time on the AWM helpline sometime in October. This will be an incredible way of ministering to other people. We have to go through two weeks of training from 5am-7:45am! Ouch! Thank God for caffeine (in moderation, of course)(   

On August the 26th the Lord made a statement to my heart that “it is good for your heart to be established in grace.” I knew that it was a Bible verse but I did not initially discern where it was coming from or why I was thinking of it. After I had heard this statement roll around in my heart throughout the day I decided to find out where it was in the Bible (Hebrews 13:9). I took that as Him reassuring us of our decision to come out here to Charis (Grk. “Grace”) Bible College and getting our hearts rooted in the message of God’s grace.

Now usually when God speaks to me, He does it by speaking a specific verse from the Bible. And let me say that this is God’s predominant avenue in which He speaks to all of us. The Holy Spirit will take a Scripture that we have either read or studied and then bring it back to our remembrance when He wants to speak something to us. You see, so many believers need to hear from God; so what they do is they throw out a sheaf by letting their Bible flop open and pointing at a Scripture- believing God will speak to them like that. And although God has been gracious to us before by actually honoring that, He eventually wants us to grow up and begin to hide His Word in our hearts so that He can bring them to our remembrance when situations present themselves that we need Him to speak. So what I am saying to you right now follows right in line with last month’s teaching on making time for God’s Word. 

You see, meditating on God’s Word is actually a form of prayer! The reason I can say this is because prayer can simply be defined as “a conversation with God.” So if prayer is a conversation then we should not be the only ones doing the talking in this relationship, right? We should also spend some of our prayer time listening to God! And what better way can we listen to God than to meditate on His Word? I mean this truth has liberated me so much in my prayer life because I have always heard how we need to listen to God in our prayer times. So I would just sit in my chair and try to listen to my heart for that still small voice and felt like I did not know how to do it. Then one day, God revealed to me- “Why don’t you just meditate on My Word since it is me speaking specifically to you?” Wow! How that revolutionized my concept of hearing from God! And the other benefit of doing this is that you give the Holy Spirit something to work with. Some of you have heard this example from me before, but whenever I think about the Holy Spirit bringing verses to our remembrance, I always think of one of those lottery drawing contraptions. When they draw those numbers for the lotto, big game, cash three, etc. they have all those numbers on little balls blowing around in those machines. Then when they are ready to draw, they just take the cap off the top and one of those balls will pop up. Now what do you think would happen if there were no balls in the main bowl when they desired to draw? Nothing would pop up, of course! And what do you think would happen if there were only a couple of balls in there? They would take longer to catch in the vent when the cap was taken off! So what is my point? My point is- the more Scriptures you hide in your heart, the more you give the Holy Spirit to work with when you need to hear from God! If you have only adequately meditated on two or three Scriptures in your life then you are making it very hard for the Holy Spirit to give you the wisdom you need.  

Let’s look at Ephesians 1:17…In this verse the Apostle Paul prays “(that God) …may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.” Notice that the spirit of wisdom and revelation is contingent upon our knowledge of God. In other words, do not expect wisdom or revelation from God if you are not making the effort to increase in the knowledge of God which comes through feeding on His Word. Wisdom is the correct application of knowledge. So if you have no knowledge, you will have nothing to correctly apply! Revelation is the unveiling of truth. So if you are not increasing in the knowledge of truth, then you will not have any truth to uncover! Jesus told us that the Holy Spirit has been given to “guide us into all truth” (John 16:13). Well, how can you guide something that is not moving? You can’t! Likewise, we have to seek after the truth before the Holy Spirit can successfully guide us into all of the truth. Hearing from God is easy if we would just take the time to meditate on His Word. As a matter of fact, the Word of God is a fail proof way of hearing from God! God’s Word is the ultimate test to whether what we are hearing is from God anyways! Now this does not mean the devil cannot throw Scriptures at you too. He has done this to me on more than one occasion. He will take a verse out of its context and attempt to apply it to you. Let me give you an example from my own life. There was a time in my Christian walk that I had strayed off the path of life and could not seem to get back on. I tried and tried and just could not seem to bear the fruits worthy of repentance. Well, the devil kept hammering me with the verses in Hebrews chapters 6 & 10 that, in essence, seem to say that when a believer falls away from God it is impossible to renew them again to repentance. So I began to think that maybe I have gotten to that place where God’s grace had left my life. But thank God for the Holy Ghost! After I had cried out to the Lord concerning my seemingly hopeless state He spoke to my heart- “just as it is right for Me to think this of you because I have you in my heart.” To make a long story short, God spoke to me that scripture from Philippians 1:7 that showed me that He was not through with me and, in fact, He loves me so much that I have a special place in His heart! As Brother Andrew likes to say- “God carries a picture of me in His wallet!” Glory to God!!! What a merciful Heavenly Father we have that loves us so intensely! But you see how the enemy used the Scriptures to try and deceive me? Someone might ask, “Then how do you know when a Scripture that comes to you is from God or not?” The way you can tell is by what spirit accompanies it! For example, if it is full of condemnation and hopelessness then it is NEVER from God (see Romans 8:34) and if it is full of grace and hope then it is ALWAYS from God (see Colossians 4:6)! Even God’s reproofs and corrections are tender- being seasoned with iHisHgrace and hope. Always remember, conviction brings a state of hope and condemnation brings a state of hopelessness. Understanding this one truth will always help you to correctly discern the source of your chastening.                 

So to conclude this letter- do not over-spiritualize hearing the voice of God. God’s predominant way of speaking to you is through His written Word! So many Christians are begging God to speak to them when they have not opened their Bible in weeks. My brethren, this ought not to be so! Most Christians are looking for the “7 easy steps to hearing from God” but God is not in the business of “drive-thru breakthroughs!” Look at the example of Moses…He “turned aside” to see the burning bush and the Bible says that when he turned aside to look then God spoke to Him out of the bush (Exodus 3:3-4)  What would have happened if he would have said, “Wow, a bush that does not burn up! Well, I don’t have time. I have to go tend the sheep.”? It is safe to say, He would not have heard from God! It takes a “turning aside” to God’s Word to better discern His voice! Don’t let your busy schedule take this invaluable privilege away from you! 

Till next month…The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! Maranatha!!! 

                                                                          Victoriously,

Trey & Shannon Dickerson

                                                                                            3008 Illinois Ave. Apt. C

Colorado Springs, CO 80907
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PAGE  
1

