FEBRUARY 21st, 2008

LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ- our Lord, God, and Savior! Grace and Peace be multiplied in your lives by the power of the Holy Spirit!

Shannon and I wanted to take the time to thank all of our partners and those who have contributed at various times into our family and ministry. We thank God constantly for you all- being so very grateful for your support. We pray the Lord returns your gifts back unto you- pressed down, shaken together, and running over- both monetarily and also in whatever your hearts so desire. God bless you all for your sacrificial gifts unto Him! You know, the Lord taught us that whenever you give a cup of cold water in His name or whenever you give to the least of these, that you are in fact giving to Him! We will delve into this awesome truth in our teaching a little later but before that let me share some other news with you…
First of all, I have a very exciting announcement to make in this 19th edition of the Living Logos… In mid to late January, I was one of several students nominated by my fellow classmates to be the class speaker for the 2008 graduating class of Charis Bible College! I was so blessed by this nomination because just to be mentioned by my classmates as a possible option was such a great honor. I also had several of my classmates tell me that they voted for me which was a blessing to hear as well. 

Well, I am very pleased to also announce that I was indeed elected by my fellow classmates on January 24th to be the class speaker for the 2008 graduating class of Charis Bible College! I am so incredibly excited about this privilege and opportunity! I will be speaking to what will be by far the largest group of people I have ever spoken to- which will include all of my classmates, some of our friends and family, and all of our instructors- including Andrew Wommack. Man, this makes me nervous just thinking about it.( 
Well, the awesome thing about this opportunity is that during class several months ago, I felt like I got a word for our class before the staff even approached us with the things pertaining to graduation. So I believe I already have the basic thrust of the message that I am supposed to deliver in May. God alone is wise! 
So now I just want to publicly give God the praise and the glory for His favor and His grace that He has given me! He is so good, and as it has been written and truly stated by the Lord Himself- those that honor Him, He will honor (see 1 Samuel 2:30)! Praise be to God for His apparent trust that He has in me! He is so very gracious and merciful!
On another school note, I am rapidly approaching my missions trip to Ufa, Russia in April and I am very excited! Several groups of my fellow classmates have already gone on their trips to places such as Mexico, Africa, and the UK, and I have seen so many come back totally transformed. I am sure that it will be a life changing trip for me as well.  
With that said, I have had on my heart for several months now to do something very special for our brothers and sisters in Ufa. I do not think it is right for our team to show up without bearing natural gifts, and it is for this reason that I feel led to take up a collection for the poor saints over there similar to the way Paul did for the poor saints in Jerusalem. 
This idea, which I believe to be inspired by the Holy Spirit, consists of me taking up this collection before I leave, being the steward of it, and distributing it to whomever the Spirit would lead me to when I get there. Unfortunately, Shannon and I are not in the position to fund this project by ourselves, so I wanted to give you guys the opportunity to give. There is no pressure to contribute to this, but if your heart bears witness with this and if it seems good to you, we welcome your contribution. Just make out your checks to me and Shannon, but make sure you earmark your contribution as “Ufa, Russia”, “collection”, or something that will let us know that it is for this offering. 
Unfortunately, as with any gifts we receive for our ministry, these gifts will not be tax deductible seeing that we are not incorporated as of yet. So this is completely a gift of grace and the only benefits you will receive are God’s benefits (which are just a little better than the government’s benefits I might add(). You do have my word that I will be a good steward of your gifts and will distribute them to whom I believe the Lord would have me to. Let’s be a blessing to these, our fellow brothers and sisters, by helping to meet some of their natural needs!!! 
Now, as for this month’s teaching, it seems good to me and to the Holy Ghost to share with you from God’s Word what He has to say about remembering the poor. 
GOD’S SOAPBOX
In my studies of God’s Word, I have found that caring for the poor is one of God’s greatest desires. You could even say it is His “soapbox.” “Why?” you might ask. Because throughout the Old and New Testaments, you see a common theme brought up… God is often quoted throughout the Bible as saying to make sure we remember the poor- especially the widows, orphans, and strangers. He often rebuked Israel because although they kept many of the Lord’s ordinances and statutes- such as the Sabbath, the many different sacrifices, and fasted- they forgot the poor and even dealt unjustly with them. I could expound on many examples of this, but for the sake of time, let me just give you a few references and you can study them on your own- Isaiah 1:10-20, Isaiah 58, Jeremiah 22:13-16, Hosea 6:6, Amos 5:21-24, & Micah 6:3-8. However, there is one example in the New Testament that I would like to make mention of. So let’s look over at Galatians chapter two… 
In this chapter, the Apostle Paul described his meeting with the Christian leaders in Jerusalem and of their approval of his ministry to the Gentiles. But I want us to pay particular attention to what those leaders specifically mentioned for him to make sure he remembered in his ministry. In verse 1o Paul said, “They desired only that we should remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do.” Notice that this was the only request they made for his ministry to remember to do. This example, as well as the many other ones in God’s Word, shows me how important our ministry to the poor evidently is to the Lord! It is to be our priority, but how often do we make this ministry farther down on our list of priorities in the church? No, this should be at the top of the list, not at the bottom of it!

So with this foundation laid of how important remembering the poor is in God’s sight, let’s now go over to Matthew chapter 25, and I want to show you a powerful teaching the Lord Jesus gave us concerning this subject…
LOVING THE LEAST = LOVING THE LORD
In Matthew 25:31, Jesus begins to give us a glimpse into what will take place at the Judgment… He begins by saying, “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.” Basically, Jesus is describing how the judgment will take place when He returns in His glory. He describes that the sheep will be placed on His right hand and the goats on His left hand. The amazing part of this; however, is what He will say to both the sheep and the goats. Let’s continue on…

In verses 34-36, Jesus goes on to say, “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.”

This statement shocked the sheep! They responded by asking the questions- “Lord when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?” (verses 37-39). You see, the sheep thought that they were doing these good deeds to these different individuals, but the Lord in essence said, “No, you ultimately did everyone of these good deeds to Me!” 
Now I want us to pay particular attention to the response Jesus will give us in that day… He responds in verse 40- “And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly (this means absolutely, positively, you can bet the bank on it), I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’” You see, I don’t think we as Christians truly have a revelation of this truth. Jesus says that inasmuch (i.e. to whatever degree) as we give to our brothers and sisters who are without, we are really giving to the Lord Himself! 

Let’s look over at Matthew chapter 10 where we have a similar teaching by Jesus… 
Starting in verse 40 He says, “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” He goes on to describe how we will receive various rewards depending on who we receive and give unto. But what I want us to again understand is that the Lord takes personally how we give to our brothers and sisters in Christ- that is, He sees our giving to other Christians that are lacking as being given unto Him!  

Let me give you a powerful truth from Matthew 22:34-40 to further verify this…

In this passage of Scripture, a lawyer came to Jesus asking Him which is the great commandment. Jesus responded by telling Him that it is loving the Lord God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our mind. This is the first and great commandment. Then notice what Jesus said in verse 39- “And the second is like it; You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Did you see that? He said, “And the second is like it…” Jesus was saying that the second greatest commandment is like the greatest commandment! In other words, they are one in the same! How? Because of this principle we have already discussed- Whatever acts of kindness we do to our neighbor is what we are really doing to the Lord! In other words, Loving our neighbor is like loving the Lord, and loving the Lord is like loving our neighbor! Wow! What an awesome truth! 
You know, if we truly saw those that are hurting and in lack like they were Jesus Himself, we would break our back to help them. Most of us would do whatever we could to help Jesus because of all that He has done for us. But the truth is… He is hurting! He is hungry! He is naked! Not that He is literally, but those that He died for are! And He wants His church to recognize those needs and meet them- doing unto them what they would do for Him!
Man, I do not know any other way to say it! I know I have sounded like a broken record, but this one truth is extremely important for us to understand. Understanding this one truth will help us to understand another saying of Jesus when He said, “If you love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). He goes on to say, “This is My commandment, that you love one another…” (John 15:12). So what He is actually saying in John 14:15 is- “If you love Me, you will love one another.” Why? Because loving one another is synonymous to loving Jesus! 

THE LAMP OF THE BODY
Now I want us to go over to Matthew chapter 6 and take an in-depth look of an often misunderstood passage of Scripture…

In Matthew 6:22-23, Jesus said, “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!” Many have tried to apply this teaching to many different things, but in order to grasp what Jesus was referring to, we have to read these verses in context. 
In the preceding verses (vs. 19-21), Jesus was talking about treasuring material things versus treasuring eternal things, and in the following verse (vs. 24), He talks about serving God versus serving money. In context, it is clear that Jesus’ topic is money & materialism. So verses 22-23 are likely along the same lines since Jesus was teaching on finances before and after these verses, correct? But what does a “good eye” and a “bad eye” have to do with the giving of finances? The answer to that question is found in the Book of Proverbs. So let’s go over and compare a couple of parallel scriptures in the Book of Wisdom. We will begin with the “good eye”…
THE GOOD EYE

The first example I will give is found in Proverbs 22:9… This proverb says, “He who has a generous eye will be blessed, for he gives of his bread to the poor.” The word translated “generous” literally means “good” in the Hebrew language. So this is consistent with Jesus’ wording in Matthew chapter six. A “good eye” is a “generous eye.” Solomon goes on to describe what a good eye is focused on. He says, “for he gives of his bread to the poor.” So you could say that a “good eye” is an eye that is focused on the needs and desires of others. Notice that Solomon says if we have this good eye, that is mindful of the needs and desires of those less fortunate than us, we “will be blessed!” There is no question about it! If we focus on others, we absolutely will be blessed! To be blessed means to be happy and full of joy; it means to prosper despite circumstances; it means to stand out from others spiritually, emotionally, physically, and financially. 
Another Scripture in Proverbs explains the reason for this state of blessing… Proverbs 19:17 says, “He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord, and He will pay back what he has given.” This scripture teaches us that giving to those who are in need is basically like we are lending that money to the Lord. Again, God takes the way we treat less fortunate people personally! We need to truly look at the needy like they were Jesus Himself! And guess what? God will be no man’s debtor! He will repay us when we give unto Him- with a great amount of interest, I might add!( 
That is why Jesus taught in Luke 14:12-14 that when we throw a dinner not to invite those who can return the favor, but rather invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind. And in verse 14 He says, “And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you…” The phrase “And you will be blessed” is the same exact wording that Proverbs 22:9 uses! Why will we be blessed? Jesus said because they cannot repay you, and God will be the One to pay you back. As we have previously stated, God can return the favor a whole lot better than man can! 
You see, you will reap what you sow, but there are different levels to your harvest. And what determines the level of harvest you receive are your motives. There are some people who only give when it will benefit them somehow. For instance, this kind of people will give to gain some kind of recognition or favor or even to receive some kind of tax-break. Now I am not saying you will not receive any return if you sow into those who can do something for you in return… All I am saying is that if your motives are impure, then you will have just a portion of your reward at best. But the acid test of giving with pure motives is in giving to those who cannot and/or will not repay you. Let me explain… 
God indeed tells us to honor those who are in authority over us with our substance, but He also tells us to give to two other classes of people. Number one, He tells us to give to the poor. Number two, He tells us to give to our enemies. In these two cases, when we give to them, we usually will not be repaid (by them). But how many of you know that when we are not repaid by the recipient of our gifts, God will reward us? Let me say it this way… If you sow into those who cannot (i.e. the poor) and will not (i.e. enemies) repay you, God will be your full recompensor! This is the best way to get your full harvest! Just thought I would add that in there.(
THE BAD EYE

Now let’s look at what Solomon has to say about the “bad eye”… Proverbs 28:22 says, “A man with an evil eye hastens after riches, and does not consider that poverty will come upon him.”  So the exact opposite person that has an “evil eye” (i.e. bad eye) is a person who “hastens after riches.” Or you could say that the person with an “evil eye” is someone who is only focused on his or her own needs and desires. Solomon says that this type of person will have poverty eventually come upon them. It is just simply a spiritual law! 
Proverbs 21:13 says, “Whoever shuts his ears to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be heard.” If we ignore those in need around us, then when we have a need and present it to God, He will not hear us! It is that simple! Having an “evil eye” will hinder and even cut off the blessing of God in our life! It is not that God stops loving us if we don’t take care of the poor, it is just that we stop abiding in His love. You see, God’s blessings are conditional upon our location. Let me explain… it is not that God decides to not bless us or answer our prayers if we do not do good to our neighbor. It is that we are removing ourselves from where His protection and provision are when we habitually practice wickedness because we are not abiding in Him. God is a blessing, and when we remain close to Him, we will be blessed. But when we walk in darkness- mainly through practicing self-centeredness- we are not abiding in Him, and therefore remove ourselves from His blessings. Proverbs 28:27 says it this way… “He who gives to the poor will not lack, but he who hides his eyes will have many curses.” 
The person who has a “good eye” (or gives of his bread to the poor) will not lack! But, on the other hand, the person with an “evil eye” (or, hastens after riches) will have many curses! Wow!!! That is motivation enough for me to want to be a better giver than I am! Now let’s look back at Matthew 6:22-23 and see what Jesus was saying in those verses…
Jesus said if our eye is good (or “we share our substance with the poor”) then “our whole body will be full of light.” What does that mean? We can see from the Scriptures that we looked at in Proverbs that it means that we will be blessed in every area of our life- including our physical body. In other words, we will have God’s blessing permeate our whole life- being full of peace & joy and also experiencing His blessings in our finances and our health. Then Jesus said that if we have a bad eye, (i.e. we are hastening after riches for ourselves) “our whole body will be full of darkness.” That means, as Proverbs 28:27 says, our lives will be full of many curses. In other words, we will not experience the abundant life that Jesus has made available to us. So what determines our lives being filled with the light of God’s life is the type of “eye” we have… Either having an “eye” that is focused on the needs of others, or having an “eye” that is focused on our own needs.   
Of course, this is not all there is to it… There are also other variables that come into play for us to experience the abundant life. But this is definitely a major player in it! So I would encourage you- Step up your focus on the needs of others! Look for ways to be a blessing to people who are in need! Consider one another in order to stir up love and good works (Hebrews 10:24)! You’ll be glad you did.(
If you have the time, please check out our website at www.living-logos.org. This month I added a little nugget entitled- “The Seven Best Prayers you can Pray.” It is simply a compilation of some prayers that I consider to be the wisest that you can pray for either yourself or for someone else.    

Till next month… Grace and Peace be multiplied toward you and yours! Maranatha!!! 

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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