JANUARY 20th, 2008
LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of our Soon-Coming King- the Lord Jesus Christ!

Since the last time I updated you guys we had our first Christmas as a family here in Colorado. As some of you know, Shannon and I spent our first Christmas together in Georgia last year. It never really felt like “Christmas” to us because it was our first trip back to Georgia since we moved to Colorado Springs and we were so busy running around and visiting our family and friends. Well, this Christmas we were able to really relax and enjoy the holidays because we decided to stay here in Colorado. We just really wanted to have a relaxing first Christmas as a family where we could focus on the birth of God’s Son together. Besides that, we were also hoping to have what could conceivably be our last chance at a white Christmas. And I am glad to say we got it because it snowed off and on throughout Christmas day(. It turned out to be a great family time for us as we got to begin some of our own family traditions on Christmas. As for the New Year’s holiday, Shannon and I spent New Years Eve praying in the new-year (just the two of us) and we spent New Year’s Day doing what will no doubt be another family tradition of ours- watching football(.    
Let me also give y’all an update on little Levi… Man, he has really been changing! He has begun to do several new things. Like, for instance, he has discovered that he can make more noise. He is doing much more than cooing now… I think he has started speaking in other tongues(. I guarantee you one thing- there is nothing wrong with his vocal cords(. Speaking of his mouth, he cut his first tooth on January the 11th. Levi is also getting very close to crawling because he has learned how to get up on his knees and rock back and forth. Before we know, he will be asking daddy for the keys to the car… I dread that day(.

Well, as for this month’s teaching I had on my heart to share with y’all a revelation that the Lord gave me a year or so ago concerning how to overcome the trials and tribulations that we face in life. Let me explain… Throughout the Word of God the circumstances of our life are likened to winds and waves and I believe in these passages of Scripture that the Lord shows us how to overcome these trials and tribulations that will come into our lives and get to the other side.
THE WINDS AND WAVES WILL COME!
But first I think we need to understand something… We all need to understand that, contrary to popular opinion, living a good Christian life does not mean we will not have any problems. You see, some Christian groups give the impression that if we are full of love and full of faith that we will just skate through this life without any problems. That is completely untrue! In fact, if you walk the Christian walk the way you are supposed to, you will encounter more trials of your faith than the average person. Now I am not trying to preach doom and gloom, but this is something that we need to be aware of because if we believe otherwise the enemy will beat us over the head with thoughts that we are missing it somewhere because of the trials that come into our lives. No, trials and tribulations will come into our lives whether we like it or not. They will come whether or not we are believing correctly or whether or not we are doing everything according to the Book (i.e. the Word of God).  
Let’s look over at John chapter 16 where Jesus confirms the fact that these tribulations and persecutions are inevitable… 
In John chapters 14-16 Jesus gave His disciples a crash course teaching on the things they needed to know because of His soon departure. In these three chapters He taught them everything from walking in love, abiding in Him, and the help of the Holy Spirit. Then His very last admonition to them in John 16:33 was- “…In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” In Jesus’ mind there was no question about it… We are definitely going to have tribulations as long as we are in the world. But notice what Jesus tells them in regards to these impending trials… He says, “…but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” Jesus commands us to not let our heart be troubled and to rejoice in the midst of our problems. Why? Because He has already overcome the world! So what He was saying was that if we are abiding in Him then we already have victory over those problems! You see, this is the good news concerning these trials of our faith that will come… Jesus has made all of us who are in Him World-Overcomers! In other words, although the Word of God does teach us that tribulations will come, it also promises us victory over every single one of them (see 2 Corinthians 2:14)! Glory to God! 
Now, allow me to use the analogy of winds and waves to describe these tribulations that we will have in the world and let’s translate John 16:33 in that light to help us understand it better. “In the ocean you will have wind and waves…” What would you think if you went out into the ocean and there were no waves and no wind- everything was perfectly calm? Well, of course you would think there was something wrong! That is just part of the ocean- there will be winds and waves to deal with. Likewise, that is just going to be part of life in this world. We will have “winds and waves” to deal with while we are in the world. 
WHAT ARE THE WINDS AND THE WAVES?
So what are these winds and waves that we will deal with and how do we discern them?

First of all, the “wind” is unseen and, therefore, describes the spiritual resistance that we face. This is the unseen principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this age, and the spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places that come to negatively affect our lives. 
You know, some days it is just more obvious than others that the enemy is trying to get to us… On these days, from the moment we wake up till our head hits the pillow at night we just seem to have to deal with all kinds of different feelings and emotions. Let me give you an example of this… Have you ever had days where you just feel like you are having an emotional slide? And during those days you have all kinds of temptations to get angry, bitter, or offended at someone. Well, if you have had those kinds of days (and I’m sure you have() then you have experienced the “winds of life”- that is, the spiritual resistance of the enemy. This is when the armies of Satan come to directly steal the Word from our hearts and get us out of God’s perfect will for our lives.
Next, the “waves” are seen and, therefore, describe the natural resistance that we face. This is the persecution and tribulation that we encounter in this physical world through people and circumstances. Let me give you an example of this as well… Think back to that day that you got sick, you started having car trouble, you were reprimanded at your job, people just came against you at every turn, etc. Well, you just experienced the “waves of life.” Although these things can (and usually are) inspired by demonic influences, I still describe them as the “waves of life” because they are what come against us in this natural realm.  
So since the Scriptures use this example of winds and waves to describe these negative affects of life, I want us to take this analogy and look at some of these Scriptures that teach us how to successfully deal with these winds and waves that are in this world… 

THE UNDERTOW OF THE WORLD
But I believe we must first understand that the winds and waves are not the only obstacles we have to overcome to keep from being shipwrecked. There are also the less obvious dangers in the ocean such as the currents and undertow. For example, have you ever noticed when you go swimming in the ocean that there is a force that will cause you to slowly drift out into the ocean and from one side of the beach to the other? You have to consciously put forth effort to keep from drifting or you will be slowly swept from where you desire to be. Well, that is how subtle this world and its influences are. 
Let’s look at Hebrews 2:1 for a Scriptural example of this… In this passage of Scripture the writer says, “Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away.” According to the writer of Hebrews the way that we can keep from being drift away by the currents of the world is by giving the more earnest heed to the things we have heard. What he was saying was that we have to constantly give effort to remember the things we have already heard from God’s Word. You see, it is when we begin to not put forth the effort to hear the Word of God and apply it to our lives that we will drift away from it. 
For example, James 1:22-25 teaches us that the believer who hears the Word of God and does not apply it is like a person who looks at themselves in the mirror and immediately forget what they looked like. You see, this is how our heart is… If we do not put forth the effort to keep God’s Word before us- while immediately looking to put it into action- we will “drift away” from it. 
The writer of Hebrews says something similar in Hebrews 5:11-14… In this passage of scripture the author rebukes his audience because they are not able to handle the strong meat of the Word that he desires to feed them. In verse 11 he gives the reason for their immaturity in the Word of God… He said it was because they had become “dull of hearing”- that is, because they had become lazy in and non-desirous of the Word of God. 
You see, when we become sluggish and unmotivated to spend time in God’s Word there is an unnoticeable thing that takes place in the spiritual realm… Our hearts begin to drift away from a passion and hunger for the things of God. It is just like that current and undertow in the ocean, if you do not put forth effort and concentrate on staying where you want to be, you will be moved. For example, have you ever gone out to the beach and put your towel in a certain spot and then went straight out into the ocean from that point? If you have then you have noticed that you have to put forth effort to stay in that same spot because there is a current that will slowly and gradually sweep you from one side to another. And all you have to do to be moved is absolutely NOTHING! Likewise, all you have to do to be conformed to this world and walk in the flesh is absolutely NOTHING! It takes diligence to walk in the Spirit because everything in this natural realm is going to sweep us in the opposite direction.  
Peter calls this flow of the world, “the flood of dissipation” (see 1 Peter 4:1-6). In this phrase, the word “flood” denotes a “wide-stream” and the word “dissipation” describes “destruction and death.” Does this remind you of another passage of Scripture? How about the words of Jesus when He said, “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way which leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it, because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14)? You see, this world’s ideas and philosophies are for the most part contrary to God’s ways, and we have the choice before us… Are we going to live conformed to this world- the broad way that leads to destruction or are we going to live according to God’s ways- the narrow way that lead to eternal life? Jesus told us to strive to enter the narrow gate! In other words, He was saying that it will take effort because everything in this world will try and take us in the opposite direction. 
But, as we have already stated, there is more to deal with in this world than just its indiscernible undertow and currents… There are also those very obvious winds and waves that will attempt to capsize our lives! So let’s look at some Scriptures that teach us what we need to do to overcome these winds and waves and to get to the other side…

THE KEY TO GETTING TO THE OTHER SIDE
One of the main things that we need to overcome these winds and waves and to get to the other side is to not only be diligent in the Word of God, but also to put faith in it and to apply it to our lives!

Do you remember the story of when Jesus constrained His disciples to get into the boat and go to the other side? Well, Jesus (being God manifest in the flesh) gave them the Word- “let us go to the other side.” He did not say, “Let us go half way and then drown because of the winds and waves of the storm.” No, He showed them that He intended for them to get to their destination and not perish in the storm. Likewise, Jesus gave us a Word… He said, “In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world!” We too have this promise that, although the winds and waves will try and destroy us, we can rejoice because we have God’s Word that we will make it to the other side. You see, this is the power of God’s Word! If He said it, we are going to make it if we will just put faith in His Word!

If you look over at 2 Timothy 3:16-17 this is what the Apostle Paul said concerning God’s Word… In this passage of Scripture he says, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” In verse 17 when Paul says that with the Word of God we will be “thoroughly equipped” for every good work, I want us to look at what this meant in Paul’s days… The Greek word that was used to translate “thoroughly equipped” described a boat that was completely outfitted and decked out with all the little trinkets that they would need to survive any storm and get to the other side. So what Paul was saying was- “God’s Word will well-equip you, not only to survive the storms of life, but also to get you to the other side!”   
Now it is unfortunate that the next part of this even needs to be said, but we need to understand that it is not just hearing the Word of God that causes us to overcome the winds and waves of life, but it is also doing the Word of God! Let’s look over at Luke 6:46-49… 
In these Scriptures, Jesus again is wrapping up one of His messages and He says, “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say? Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like:” Then Jesus begins to give the parable of the two houses- the one that was built on the sand and the other that was built on the rock. Notice that in this parable the water came against both of the houses. In other words, the circumstances were no respecter of persons just as we have already established. Both of these men heard the Word and because of verse 46 we can gather that they were both professing Christians. The difference between them was that one was a doer of the Word and the other was just a hearer of the Word. If we do not feel like we are ever seeing victory in our lives and it seems like everything we’ve built is unsuccessful then we need to first evaluate if we have been doing the Word or not. Are we walking in love with those that we come into contact with? Are we givers into the kingdom of God? And the list could go on and on. We need to be honest with ourselves and repent if we are not applying the Word to our everyday lives. The foundational aspect of living the life of an overcomer is not just being a hearer of the Word, but it is also being a doer of the Word! 

THE ANCHOR OF OUR SOUL
But not only is the Word of God important to help you get to the other side, but your perspective is also vital to your survival. If we look back at the example of Jesus’ disciples in the boat trying to get to the other side, we will see the power of our perspective…
In one of the accounts of this story we have Jesus walking to His disciples on the water. In this specific account we saw how Peter defied a natural law and actually walked upon the water as well. And why was he able to do this? Because He had God’s Word- “Come!” And when His focus was upon the Lord, he overcame the winds and waves, but when he started focusing on the winds and waves, he began to sink. So the lesson here is… If we are going to live the life of an overcomer and get to the other side we must focus on the destination and not on the problems… 
I believe this is one of the things the writer of Hebrews had in mind when he said, “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith…” He was saying that our focus needs to be on Jesus! Actually the Greek word that was here translated “looking unto” literally means to first look away from everything else and then to look solely unto something specific. You see, in order for us to overcome the winds and waves (i.e. the circumstances) of life we must learn not to consider nor reckon them, but keep our focus on the Lord. This is what will cause us to walk on circumstances and reap everything God has for us (Compare with Ecclesiastes 11:4).   
When our focus is on the Lord and away from our problems and difficulties like it should be then, as the old hymn says, “the things of this world grow strangely dim.” Let me give you an example of this that I heard recently… We had these missionaries come and speak in one of our classes recently and during their message they told us of an experience they had on a cruise… In this experience they said that the weather got so bad that the wind and waves were just rocking the boat back and forth. They said that it began to make them feel sick to their stomachs, but as they focused away from the part of the ocean that they were in and out on the horizon in the distance something strange happened… They said that they stopped feeling sick! Why? Because as bad as it was where they were, everything seemed so calm in the distance. And as they set their perspective beyond where they were at and onto that calm sunny horizon, the wind and waves grew strangely dim! Likewise, as our perspective is set on our glorious future in eternity and away from the trials and tribulations that we face in this temporal earth-life, we too will experience more peace and joy on our journey!   
You see, having our perspective on our destination will make our boat seem more steady and calm. The writer of Hebrews called this hope of the believer the anchor of our soul (see Hebrews 6:19). In order to be truly immovable and steadfast in the midst of the winds and waves of life we must be strong in the arena of hope because it is what will keep our mind, will, and emotions anchored. 
You know, the Lord teaches us to rejoice all the time throughout His Word… How are we going to do this if our contentment is based on our circumstances that will constantly change? We can’t! This is why we need to put our focus on our unchanging and glorious future promises and do what the Apostle Paul admonished in Colossians 3:2 when he said, “Set your mind on things above, not on things of the earth.” Then and only then, will we constantly rejoice and always walk on the winds and waves of this life. This hope we have is what will anchor our soul and putting our focus over on it will keep us from being tossed to and fro by the winds and waves of life!
So let’s quickly recap… We learned that as long as we are in the world we will have trials and tribulations to come our way; but the good news is that Jesus Christ has already overcome all these winds and waves of life. And we also learned that there are two main keys to living this life of an overcomer… Number one, we have to be diligent in God’s Word- that is, believing it and doing it! This completely equips us to survive the storms of life. Number two, we have to be focused on the other side and not on the problems. Our perspective is vitally important because it is what anchors us and keeps from being tossed to and fro by the circumstances of life. Of course, there is much more that we could add to this but if we would just do these few things we will always get to the other side! Selah! 
Please take the time to check out our website at www.living-logos.org. We have added some new resources in the past couple of months, including a little revelation the Lord gave me on dieting- entitled “Dieting- Liberty or Law.” We have also added some new pictures of the three of us that we recently had done over the holidays specifically for ministry purposes. Also I have recently put an updated version of the study I did on “Hope.” It is much more reader friendly than the document I added a couple of month’s ago and it also contains some different insight than the older one. Enjoy!   
Till next month… Grace and Peace be multiplied toward you and yours! Maranatha!!! 

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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