NOVEMBER 15th, 2007 

LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

First of all, Shannon and I would like to thank all of our partners out there for the generous support you have given us. We are so appreciative of your faithful monthly gifts. You will never fully know how much you have been used by God to prove His faithfulness in our lives.  We know the Lord will reward you exceedingly abundantly above all you can ask or think because His ability is obviously working in and through you. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

We were so blessed by our visit during Thanksgiving (I speak this by faith because I am writing it before we even left() No, really I'm sure it was an eventful time because we got to see many of you whom we have not seen since Christmas last year. Next month I will write about our trip in more detail but I had to already have this newsletter completed and stuffed before we left on the 17th.

In mid-November we completed our first trimester at Charis Bible College. Man, how time is flying! Next time I blink, school will probably be wrapping up and Shannon, Levi, and I will be getting prepared to take the next step for our family and ministry. We are so excited about what God has been doing in this season of our lives while we have been here in Colorado and we are also excited about where He will lead us from here. Walking with the Lord is a thrilling ride!(   

This month I want us to do a little more of a Bible study with our teaching. So I would encourage you to open your Bible and follow along as we expound on the portion of Scripture that the Lord has for us this month. We are going to take a look at one of the most confusing and often misunderstood parables that our Lord ever used. It is found in Luke chapter 16 and is entitled the Parable of the Unjust Steward.
In this parable the Lord is teaching on the subject of financial stewardship. That part of the parable is easy to figure out. The difficult part to understand is verses 8-9 and verse 9 in particular. In verse 9 Jesus tells us His point to the parable. He says, “And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, they may receive you into an everlasting home.” This verse has confused countless scholars because it does not seem like the Lord is being consistent with the rest of what see in God's nature. But how many of you know that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is true and profitable? Just because it does not make sense on the surface does not mean it is beyond understanding. So what we need to do is use the laws of meditation and depend on the Author of the Book- the Holy Spirit- to teach us all the things that He has written (see 1 John 2:27).

When learning to break a verse like verse 9, the most important thing you must do is understand the context. This is the first law of meditation. Countless Christians have misinterpreted certain scriptures like Luke 16:9 because they take them out of context. 
Take for instance a painting… If you just had a very small portion of the painting in front of you and did not see “the big picture,” it would be downright impossible to interpret the little portion of the painting because you do not understand what surrounds it. On the other hand, if you saw the whole picture and then proceeded to describe that same small portion, it would be a lot easier, wouldn’t it? Likewise, before we ever attempt to understand a single verse, we need to understand the contextual teaching as a whole and then attempt to interpret the difficult verses in it. In doing this we will keep ourselves from getting into error by misinterpreting a Scripture and thus will keep ourselves in the truth of God’s Word. So let’s use this simple law of meditation and break down this parable to extract the timeless truth that Jesus was trying to get across to us…

WE ARE GOD’S STEWARDS
In Luke 16:1 we are told, “He also said to His disciples: ‘There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and an accusation was brought to him that this man was wasting his goods.” There is no doubt that the “certain rich man” represents God the Father and the “steward” represents a disciple of Christ. So I want us to take particular notice that Jesus called His disciples- “stewards.” 

This isn’t the first time the Lord referred to a believer as a steward. In Matthew chapter 25 and Luke chapter 19 He told two different parables of His servants being like stewards. The difference of this parable in Luke chapter 16 is that the Lord is very clear of what we are a steward of- money! As we have already stated, this whole parable is a lesson on financial stewardship. But what I want us to pay attention to here in verse one is that a follower of Christ is called a steward of God’s money. 

Did you know that all the finances that you possess are God’s and not your own? How can I say this? I can say this because the Bible teaches that in this new and better covenant that it is no longer we who live but it is Christ living through us (Gal. 2:20). Colossians 3:3 says that we are dead and our life is now hidden with Christ in God. These verses make it very clear that positionally, the moment we were born again, we died and we are no longer our own because we were bought with a price. So now that we are new creatures in Christ we are the just stewards of the finances that God has entrusted us with. That is basically what Jesus is teaching in this story of the Unjust Steward. 

In Luke 16:2 Jesus gets into the events of this story. He says, “So he called him and said to him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.’” Basically what happened here was that after the rich man found out that his steward was wasting his goods, he called for him and told him to get his books in order and bring them back to him because he can’t be his steward anymore. So at this point the steward knew that he had lost his job. 
Then in Luke 16:3 Jesus describes the steward’s reaction to this news. He says, “Then the steward said within himself, ‘What shall I do? For my master is taking the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg.” At this point the steward begins to panic like most people would when they are told they have been fired because he doesn’t know what he is going to do after his master takes the stewardship away from him. Then in his reasoning he says, “I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg.” Now whether or not he could dig we don’t know. I personally believe that he couldn’t dig because in order to survive the manual labor of that day you had to be born into it. I can just picture him as having your stereotypical accountant physique- small, skinny, and nerdy- thus making him unable to do that kind of physical work. 
There is a great truth in verse 3 that needs to be brought out… The fact that this steward who had been stealing from his boss obviously did not have any money to live on after he lost his stewardship shows that he had probably blown that money that he stole on the luxuries of their day and not saved any of it. Up to this point he had not operated in any wisdom because if he had, he would have thought about the future when his thievery might have been discovered. This is very important to understand because it will help us to understand the Lord’s point at the end of this story. 

Then in Luke 16:4 the steward got the solution to his problem! He said, “I have resolved what to do, that when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.” After the steward panicked, it finally dawned on him what he could do to be taken care of when his master took the stewardship away from him. The NKJV says “I have resolved what to do” but what we would say nowadays is something like- “I got it! I know what I’ll do! I got a plan!” The purpose of the steward’s plan was that after his stewardship was over (i.e. he got fired) he would secure for himself a place to live- in his master’s debtors houses. 
Then the steward got right to his idea for a future security and called in his master’s debtors… Jesus says, “So he called every one of his master’s debtors to him, and said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ And he said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ So he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ Then he said to another, ‘How much do you owe?’ So he said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ ” (Luke 16:5-7)

Up to this point, there is nothing unusual about this parable. We have a master and a steward and the steward was accused of mishandling the master’s funds. So when he was called on the carpet for his dishonesty, he had to think fast and decided to steal from his master in a different way. He resolved to cut their debts down while he was still technically the steward to gain their favor. His reasoning was that by gaining their favor, they would feel obligated to return the favor when he needed a place to stay. The tricky part of this parable is the master’s unusual response in the next verse when he found out what the steward had done…  

IT’S NOT TOO LATE

The first part of Luke 16:8 says, “So the master commended the unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly…”
Surely Jesus meant to use a different word than “commended” here, right? Maybe He meant “condemned?” Nope, the master did indeed “commend” the unjust steward for what he had done. What does this mean? It was not that the master was pleased with or approved of the steward’s actions… He was just pleased with the fact that his steward finally started using his head (i.e. dealt shrewdly). In other words, what the master approved of was that his steward finally started operating in wisdom. You see, the problem with the steward before he was called on the carpet was that he only used money (the money that he stole, albeit) to benefit himself temporarily. The master commended him because now he started using money to positively affect his future and not just the lusts of his flesh. 
I believe this parable also shows us an extremely important truth… It shows those who have spent the majority of their lives not being good stewards of the gifts and talents that God has given them that it’s not too late! Maybe you cannot go back and plant the church that God told you to 20 years ago. Maybe you cannot go back on the mission field that the Lord called you to. Maybe you cannot go back and do a lot of things that the Lord commissioned you to do… But you know what you can do? You can use the resources that you have now and help somebody else fulfill what God has called them to do. In other words, you can use the power that is in money to support somebody who is using the gifts and talents that they have been given to do God’s work. 

You see, that is what this steward did; He wasted the majority of the time of his stewardship, but when he found out that his stewardship was about to be over, he used the power that is in money to positively affect his future. So if you were born again at an older age or if you just simply have not done the best job of being a steward of your life, don’t be condemned about it. You cannot unscramble eggs. Just use the resources you have now to support the advancement of the Kingdom of God and assure yourself of some rewards when you get there. 

TRUE PROSPERITY
The next statement by Jesus in Luke 16:8 is a major indictment against His stewards, which is the Body of Christ. He says, “For the sons of this world (i.e. unbelievers) are more shrewd (i.e. wiser) in their generation than the sons of light (i.e. believers).” Basically what Jesus was saying was that unbelievers are usually wiser than Christians are. Their only hope is of their earthly life and they usually do a good a job of using their heads and saving their money for retirement, a rainy day, etc. In other words, they use money to positively affect the only future they know, which is their earth-life. 
How sad it is that Christians who have such a hope of eternity in the Kingdom of God do not really know how important it is to invest in their future like the ungodly do. We should be wiser with our money than the sons of this world because we can use it to positively affect our future in the Kingdom of Heaven. This is what Jesus meant when He said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19-20). We have the blessed hope before us of living in the everlasting kingdom of our Lord. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which will endure for all eternity, let us serve God acceptably in the finances that He has made us stewards of. Amen!?! (See Hebrews 12:28)       
So up to this point we have looked at the picture that Jesus painted for us. Now let’s look at verse 9 and attempt to interpret this tough verse… Jesus begins this verse with- “And I say to you…” These beginning words of this verse are extremely important because Jesus is basically saying, “Now I am going to show you- the sons of light- how to be wiser than the sons of this world.” So let’s extract the wisdom of God contained in this Scripture…
Jesus then said, “make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon…” This is one of the tricky phrases in this verse… Is Jesus really saying that we should use “unrighteous mammon” to make friends? Apparently He is, but the key to understanding what Jesus meant is first to understand the meaning of some of these words… 

First of all, the word “friends” comes from the Greek word “phileo” and describes “being fond of” or “liking” someone. But what does Jesus mean by “unrighteous mammon?” Well, the word “mammon” originated from the Chaldeans. It was the name they gave to their god- the god of money. So the term “mammon” literally signifies “money.” In order to understand what Jesus meant by “unrighteous mammon” we need to look ahead to verse 11. In this verse Jesus draws a contrast between “unrighteous mammon” and “the true riches.” The “true riches” that Jesus was referring to was the eternal treasures of the Kingdom of God. In other words, Jesus was contrasting the eternal true riches of heaven with the temporary false riches of this world. So when Jesus called this world’s wealth- “unrighteous mammon”- He was simply describing it as “untrue riches.” Wow! That is a truth every believer needs to get in their heart… that having all the prosperity that this world has to offer is not true prosperity. True prosperity is having a prosperous soul and laying up treasures in heaven. 
Do you remember what Jesus said to the Church of Laodicea in Revelation 3:17? They thought they had need of nothing because they were financially wealthy, but Jesus told them they were really miserable, poor, blind, and naked. You see, financial prosperity is in no way an indication of spirituality. What makes you truly rich is when you are rich in good works and are increasing in the fruits of your righteousness.  
Then Jesus gave us the purpose of making people fond of us through temporary wealth… He says, “that when you fail…” You could translate the word “that” as “in order that.” So this means that Jesus is giving us the reason for His previous command. The word “fail” is a poor translation in our modern day vernacular. A better translation of this phrase would be something like- “so that when your life ends.” Do you see how Jesus is drawing a parallel to His story of the unjust steward? His stewardship which was about to end was obviously a type of our life on this earth that will soon come to an end. So we need to look at our life in this light as well. We need to see it as the vapor that it is… It is here for a moment and then it quickly vanishes away (2 Corinthians 4:17 & James 4:14). Our life on this earth (i.e. our stewardship) is temporal. Therefore, we need to use our temporary possessions to influence people because people are the only thing that is eternal. 

Then look at the end of verse 9 and notice what Jesus says the purpose of us making friends with our money is… He says, “(that when you die) they may receive you into an everlasting home.” This portion of verse 9 makes Jesus’ point very clear… Verse 9 is simply saying that when you use your temporary possessions to influence people in this life, when your life ends, those people you influenced will be there to welcome you into heaven. I think the best way to illustrate this truth is in a song sung by Ray Boltz called “Thank You.” In this song, he tells the story of a person who dies and goes to heaven and is met by several different people that tell him that they are in heaven because of his financial gifts. It is a powerful song that illustrates the truth that Jesus is communicating in this verse. We can use the power that is in money to influence people in this life and, in return, they will be there to greet us in heaven and will be our friends forever. 
You see, although we cannot take our possessions to heaven with us, we can actually send them ahead. How? …By using it to sow into other people’s eternal state. For example, when you sow your financial seed into a missionary who is going into third-world countries and making disciples, those people that he is discipling will welcome you into heaven- thanking you for helping them to be saved. This is another way that we can lay up “treasures” in heaven. As we have already stated, people are the only thing that is eternal on this earth and we need to see them as valuable. And the more we use our possessions to lay people (i.e. treasures) up in heaven, the more we are storing up for ourselves a good foundation in the kingdom of God (see 1 Timothy 6:17-19) Hallelujah!  

FAITHFULNESS IN THE LEAST
Now let’s look at verses 10-12 where Jesus wraps up His teaching on the importance of being a faithful steward of finances… In these verses He says, “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much. Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give you what is your own? For time sake, let me quickly expound on what Jesus was saying in these verses…

Basically what Jesus was saying was how important it is to be faithful in the temporary stewardship of our earthly possessions. He was teaching that how we use the money that we are made stewards of in this life will reflect in how much we will be given charge of in God’s kingdom. In other words, the finances that are entrusted to us now are just a test to see how qualified we are to be entrusted with the true riches of the kingdom of God for all eternity. Man, how important this is to understand! 

You see, most Christians lack the revelation that they are not going to live on this earth forever. They lack the basic understanding of how temporal this life really is in comparison to eternity. Because of this ignorance, it seems like the Body of Christ is only concerned with laying up riches on the earth. We are overly concerned with getting our needs met and desires fulfilled in this life instead of setting our focus on things above and not on things of the earth (see Colossians 3:2). I tell you the truth, there will be many that will stand before the judgment seat of Christ and will not receive a fraction of the reward that they were called to inherit because they were not faithful in what Jesus deemed “unrighteous mammon.” 

You might not feel like this is that big of a deal, but I tell you it is to God and will be to you when you look Him in the eyes! Why do we live our lives on this earth like we are going to live here forever? Where is the diligence in the Body of Christ for eternity? Why are we just concerned with making it through this life and getting a C-minus? We are called to be champions for Christ! We are called to multiply the talents that God has entrusted to us and to do awesome exploits in His name! Let’s use our gifts, talents, and resources to make a difference in this life and impact our generation! Amen?

Till next month… Selah!

Victoriously,

Trey, Shannon, & Levi Dickerson
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