October 20, 2007 

LIVING LOGOS
Greetings in the name of our Everlasting King and Savior- the Lord Jesus Christ!

We pray everyone is seeking first the pleasure of our King and walking in the fullness of His kingdom’s benefits! 

First of all, Shannon and I want to thank all of our partners for your consistent and kind support. You guys have been such a blessing to us and also have been obvious vessels of the Lord’s faithfulness and goodness. So, again, let us say- Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We are confident that the Lord will reward you for your obedience to Him and your goodness to us. Thanks again!       

Let me give you a quick update on Levi… He has really been growing and developing his own little personality. He is now flipping over on his own and just “cooing” up a storm. I might just be a little partial but I think that he has to be one of the cutest babies I have ever seen. I’m sure I would get a big “Amen” on that from Shannon too.( 

I also want to give you an update on my work situation which I have neglected to mention for the past few months… Working for Andrew Wommack Ministries has been such an awesome privilege. There are some days where I pull into the entrance of the ministry and just think how blessed I am to work for a ministry of such integrity and legitimacy. You know, it is so refreshing to witness a minister (much less work for one) who is as real as Andrew Wommack. With the recent rash of ministers that are falling by the wayside, it is almost surreal to see a minister of such prominence that is also walking in the truth. It is great honor to be associated with him.  

As for my job at AWMI, we are seeing great things through the prayer line. Just in September alone we saw around 350 people baptized in the Holy Spirit! Glory to God! I have gotten the opportunity to minister to a variety of people with different problems. Of course, most of the calls we receive are what we term as “frequent callers”- that is, people who call multiple times everyday that do not really want help- but there are those calls where the person is hungry and the Lord responds to their faith by speaking right through us and setting them free. It is an awesome experience! I can really see how this is going to benefit me in the future when I have my own flock because I am getting good experience of what it is like to counsel people. 

Shortly after my hire I was put into the position of Assistant Floor Leader where I get to do a variety of leadership duties. Thanks be to God for that! All in all, it has been a great blessing to help serve Andrew Wommack in doing what God has commissioned him to do. There is no doubt in my mind that I am right in the center of God’s will for my life right now.  

As for this month’s teaching, I want to share with you something that the Lord gave me several years ago but that He recently commissioned me to share with our missions team. It is on the subject of knowing our enemy... 

You see, it is very important to understand our enemy because, through our knowledge of his methods, we will be prepared for his attacks. Of course, we do not want to glorify him in any way or attribute to him any power which he does not possess, but on the other hand, it is extremely important to be aware of his devices. So as we break down this verse and draw out the wisdom that is contained in it, let’s go into it with the mentality of the victor and not as the victim.

Let’s take a look at 1 Peter chapter five where we have a very powerful verse that teaches us a lot about the wiles of our enemy, the devil… 1 Peter 5:8 says, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.”
MENTALLY PREPARED

Notice that Peter begins by giving us two admonitions… Number one, he tells us to “be sober”… and number two, he tells us to “be vigilant.” 

The first admonition- “be sober”- literally means “to think straight.” Being sober describes having a clear head and is basically the opposite of what it is like to be under the influence of alcohol. If we had time in this “epistle”( we could name several different characteristics of a drunk person and compare them to our spiritual life. But the gist of this admonition is how important it is for us to be mentally self-controlled. You see, it is extremely important to be in control of our mind and emotions. If we do not guard our heart with all diligence then we are giving Satan the advantage because he primarily fights us in our thought life. (We will go in-depth with this a little later.)

Then Peter admonishes us to “be vigilant.” This word literally means “to be awake, watchful, and standing guard.” This word was used continuously by Jesus in a positive manner when exhorting us to “watch” for His return. He also used it in the same light as 1 Peter 5:8 when He said, “Watch and pray lest you enter into temptation…” in Matthew 26:41. (See Living Logos volume 4)

You see, as good soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of a battle, we need to be alert and watchful. This is not a game! We are in a war here and we are on our enemy’s turf! Just think about it… If you were in a natural war and were walking through the enemy’s territory, do you reckon you would be a little awake and alert? Of course you would! You would be extremely “vigilant” because if you’re not watchful and completely alert you could be killed. Likewise, we are in our enemy’s camp and are his targets for destruction! The good news is that although we are in the world, we are not of the world. We have the Greater One- The Holy Spirit- on the inside of us, and He is greater than our enemy that is in the world!  

So what Peter is saying is that we need to be in control of our thought life and to be fully alert because our enemy has his weapons aimed at us all the time, waiting for an open shot. This is why we must maintain this militant attitude at all times… because if we just float through life mentally unprepared, the enemy will just pick us apart.    

Then after our to do list is mentioned, Peter tells us why we need to be so mentally prepared- “for your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” In this short statement made by the Apostle Peter, we have a wealth of information on what are the primary weapons that our enemy likes to use and how he uses them. Let’s take a deeper look at these…

THE WEAPON OF CONDEMNATION

First, notice that he called him our “adversary.” In this word lies a key to understanding one of the devil’s weapons that he likes to use against us. 

The word “adversary” comes from the Greek word “antidikos” and literally describes “an opponent in a court of justice.” In other words, you could say that the devil is “a prosecuting attorney.” In Job 1:6-12; 2:1-6 we see this side of the devil… In these Scriptures Satan came to present himself before God regularly and to bring accusations against Job just like a prosecuting attorney does. This describes one of the enemy’s primary weapons that he uses against us as CONDEMNATION! 

He constantly accuses us- attempting to make us feel guilty and worthy of punishment. The word “condemn” in the dictionary is defined as “to deem unfit for use” in reference to a building being condemned. So not only does Satan attempt to make us feel worthy of punishment but he also tries to make us feel unworthy to be used by God.   

But the reality is that we have an advocate (i.e. a defense attorney) with the Father- Jesus Christ the righteous (see 1 John 2:1), and if He be for us who can be against us!?! (Romans 8:31) In other words, if He, being the greatest defense attorney ever, is on our side, then who can successfully win a case against us!?! Then in Romans 8:32 the Apostle Paul implies that if God gave His only begotten Son for us, then how could we believe that He wouldn’t forgive us of any individual sins that we commit after we have been saved? As Romans 5:9-10 put it- If God was merciful to us when we were His enemies, how much more will He show us mercy now that we are His children? 

Then in Romans 8:33 he asks a question- “Who shall bring a charge (or accusation) against God’s elect (i.e. favorite, picked out, the one God voted for)?” He answers his own question by saying, “It is God who justifies!” In other words, Paul was saying that it is not God! He’s the One making people right before Him- not making them wrong before Him! God is the One who declares people innocent and righteous! In verse 34 he asks another question, “Who is he who condemns?” And again He answers his own question- “It is Christ who died…” That simply means that Christ took all our condemnation and died in our place. But thank God, He didn’t just stay in the tomb… Paul continued with- “and furthermore is also risen.” Romans 4:25 says that He was raised for our justification. You see, it would not have been good enough for Jesus to just die for our sins… He also needed to be raised so that we could be justified with Him. But then He was not only raised from the dead, He was also raised to the right hand of God! Verse 34 continues with- “Who is even at the right hand of God” which is the ultimate place of power and authority. I think the next phrase is so awesome! Not only did Jesus die for us, not only was He raised from the dead for us, not only was He raised up to the right hand of God for us, on top of all that He “also makes intercession for us!” Jesus is not the One bringing accusations against us and condemning us! He is the One standing between us and the Father defending us as our Advocate and Intercessor! Jesus is not “the accuser of the brethren”… The devil is “the accuser of the brethren” (Revelation 12:10)! The devil is the one who condemns! 

In Zechariah 3:1-5 we have an interesting account of Joshua, the high priest, standing before the Lord in filthy garments and Satan standing right next to him to oppose him like a prosecuting attorney would. Notice what God said to Satan in verse two. He said, “…The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!” Do you remember what Romans 8:33 said? It said, “Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect (or His chosen)?” God already knew the mistakes we were going to make after He chose us. So how could we believe that He would condemn us post-salvation if He didn’t condemn us pre-salvation? Then after God told Satan where to go with his accusations, He took the filthy garments off Joshua and clothed him with “rich robes.” Under our New and Better Covenant, the awesome clothing we have now is “the garment of salvation” and “the robe of righteousness!” God justifies us freely even though we get our garments dirty from time to time. So even though Satan is constantly trying to put us on the stand and make accusations against us, we have nothing to feel guilty about… We are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus! (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

S0 you see, we have it made! Our Brother is our defense attorney and He has never lost a case! Our Father is the Judge and He already judges mercifully and righteously. With the odds in our favor like this, how could we ever be condemned? The only way to be condemned is to agree with your accuser from the stand… If you say, “I’m guilty! Yes I did it!”- embracing his accusations- then I don’t care who your lawyer is, you will be found guilty in any court of law. But if you just stick to what the manuscript says that your Advocate gave you, then you won’t be found guilty. The Manuscript- which is the Word of God- says that we are forgiven, clean, pure, holy, and made right in God’s sight! So when the enemy comes to condemn you over something that you did in the past and have repented of, you just let the words of the Manuscript come out of your mouth. His accusations will only go so long, and you will live completely free from condemnation! 

You know, Jesus says to all what He said to the woman caught in adultery…“Where are those accusers of yours?”…“Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.” (John 8) Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever. The only time He will ever condemn anyone is on that great Judgment day. But until then He says to us what He said 2000 years ago- “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more!”

Now let’s go back to 1 Peter 5:8 and take a look at another weapon the enemy uses…

THE WEAPON OF FEAR

The next illustration that Peter uses to describe Satan is “a roaring lion.” Now Peter did not say he was a roaring lion, but rather that he was like a roaring lion. In other words, he is only similar to a roaring lion. We shouldn’t see him as a terrifying and intimidating foe because he has been disarmed, dethroned, and defeated. This description of a “roaring lion” rather describes a lion’s hunting technique. When a lion was hungry it would cry out with an incredibly loud roar in order to paralyze its prey with fear and thus make it an easy target to devour. You see, a lion’s roar is so loud and deep that it is extremely intimidating to other animals. 

This describes another weapon of our enemy- FEAR! If he, through his intimidating and paralyzing roars (i.e. words), can get us in fear then we are basically standing still waiting on him to pounce on us. You see, just as we receive from God through our faith, we receive from the devil through our fear. Fear is faith in the devil. This is why it is so important to resist those temptations to worry and fret. 

One of the best examples of the devil’s weapon of fear is found in the account of David and Goliath in 1 Samuel chapter 17. In this story we are told that Goliath came to present himself before the armies of Israel for 40 days and verbally attacked them every time he came out. Not only was Goliath’s appearance intimidating, but his words made Israel “dismayed and greatly afraid” (vs.11). Then David came on the scene and there were several things that he did that we can do to counter that giant called “fear.” 

The first thing David did was he recognized that Goliath was not defying the army of Israel, but he was defying the armies of the living God. David realized Israel had a covenant with God and that meant that God was bound to give them the victory. In a covenant, when one of the parties went into battle the other fought with them. So David knew that because of Israel’s covenant with God, this “uncircumcised Philistine” (i.e. this Gentile who did not have a covenant with God) was no match for him! You see, it doesn’t matter what it looks like in the natural, if you are in covenant with the Lord of Hosts, then you can say what Elisha said to his servant in 2 Kings 6:16- “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” 

The second thing David did was recall to memory his past victories. He recounted how he was used by God to kill a lion and a bear who, in the natural, seemed to be unbeatable as well. You see, remembering our past victories will spark faith in us for the current giants in our life. We need to build memorials in our lives that call to remembrance all the things God has brought us through. 

So after David got the green light from his authority to face Goliath, he went down to the brook and gathered five smooth stones and then drew near to the Philistine. Goliath looked at David and the Bible says he “disdained him.” Then he began to operate like the devil again by roaring like a lion- trying to paralyze David with fear. Goliath said something that the enemy still says today- “Come to me and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field” (vs.44). In other words, “Come on! Try and take me on! Try and believe for your healing! Try and win your city for Jesus! Try it and I’ll take your family, friends, and health away from you and leave you with nothing!” In this account, what was the enemy trying to do to David? He was trying to put a picture in David’s head of what would happen if he confronted this giant. The enemy will try and use our imagination against us as well. If he can get us to ponder those pictures of defeat in our minds then our faith will grow weaker and weaker. The word FEAR just simply stands for “False Expectations Appearing Real”. 

On the other hand, if God can get us to ponder images of victory in our minds then we will grow in faith and, therefore, will receive what God has for us. If you don’t see it in your heart then you won’t see it in the natural! This is what David did when Goliath was trying to paint that picture of defeat in him. He did not just stand back and do nothing. No, David verbally responded to those fear-filled images by creating faith-filled images in himself. He saw Goliath dead in the valley with birds and wild beasts eating his carcass! You know, it would do you good to just close your eyes and picture your need being met because victory has to first be conceived in our heart. When we start seeing it through the eyes of faith, then we will start seeing it with the eyes of our head! 

As David got this positive imagery in his head and spoke it out of his mouth he also began to speak many concrete, faith-filled words. In verse 46 alone he used the word “will” three times- “The Lord will deliver you into my hand.” “I will strike you and take your head from you.” “I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth…” David had tremendous confidence and boldly confessed what would happen before he ever saw it happen. And we must also learn to do this if we are going to face the giants in our lives. When these giants come they will try and paralyze you through fear; but the best way to counter those fear-filled thoughts is to speak faith-filled words! Notice that before David ever tried to take on Goliath, he first spoke faith-filled words. I cannot put it any better than Pastor Mark Hankins when he said, “Never run at your giant with your mouth shut!”                 
SATAN’S PRIMARY TARGET

So as we have seen, Satan primarily targets our mind with his weapons of fear and condemnation. The way that he uses his weapons can be best illustrated in none other than his name that is mentioned in 1 Peter 5:8- the devil.

The name “devil” comes from the Greek word “diabolos.” This is a compound of the words “dia” and “bolos.” The word “dia” means “through”- denoting “penetration.” The word “bolos” means “to throw something.” So when you put these two words together I believe you get a picture of the devil’s method of operation… He likes to throw these thoughts of fear and condemnation at our minds until he penetrates our hearts- thus erecting strongholds and paralyzing our faith.

You see, the devil is persistent. He will constantly throw these accusations and threats at us until he penetrates our minds and we embrace them. He will wait until we are worn down and we let our guard down. That is why Peter started off this verse by telling us to stay sober and vigilant… He said this because the devil is constantly on the prowl looking for that prime opportunity to pounce on us. And the moment he sees this opportunity, he will bombard our minds with thoughts of fear and condemnation trying to steal our faith and get us out of the will of God for our lives.         

And what did Peter tell us to do along with being mentally prepared? He said in the next verse (1 Peter 5:9) to “Resist him, steadfast in (lit. your) faith…” We must resist the temptations to fear and be condemned through our faith... Our faith in what? Our faith in God’s Word that we are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus and we are no longer deemed unusable by Him… Our faith in God’s Word that He will protect us and provide for us because we are in covenant with Him; therefore, we do not need to fear. This is the victory that overcomes the world- even our faith (1 John 5:4)! So be encouraged and let the words of Romans 8:31 get down in your heart- “If God be for us, who can be against us!?!”

I would like to end this edition of the Living Logos by encouraging you to respond and let me know if these newsletters have been a blessing to you. It really encourages me when I receive feedback from our recipients. So please take a little time to contact us if these have ministered to you in any way. We would love to hear from you! Also, please take the time to check out our website- www.living-logos.org– as we update it regularly with new articles, quotes, and updates. Thanks and be blessed!  
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