June 21, 2007

THE LIVING LOGOS

Well, Shannon and I are very pleased to announce in this edition of The Living Logos the birth of our son- Levi Samuel Dickerson!!! 

Levi arrived on May the 30th at 8:45 p.m. (Mountain Time) weighing 7 lbs and 7 oz. He was 21 inches in length and the circumference of his head was 14 inches.  With all of those sevens in his measurements it would be safe to call him the “perfect baby.” And he is truly that…“perfect”- totally healthy, smart, and beautiful (just like his momma(). 

I cannot fully express the feeling I had when they pulled him out of Shannon. He was a beautiful work of God’s creation! I began to cry as they got him all cleaned up. There is no feeling that can compare with the feeling of seeing your own flesh and blood for the first time. It was something else! I am a very pleased and proud daddy! It was also touching to see Shannon hold her “joy and crown” for the first time. She is so happy and is going to be a great mommy.

Speaking of Levi’s mother, she is recovering nicely. Shannon’s parents were here from May 24th to June 11th and were such a tremendous help during her recovery and in this new transition of our lives. Between the timing of Levi’s arrival and the care we have received from so many, God has shown Himself yet again to be “El Shaddai” in our lives. Thanks be to God for His marvelous grace!

We are so excited to see God’s plan for Levi’s life unfold as he grows up and matures- both physically and spiritually. It will be interesting to see how much he changes and what particular features he will get from Shannon and from me. I pray he gets Shannon’s good heart, sweet spirit, and affectionate personality and that he gets my love for God’s Word and passion in seeking first the kingdom of God. We believe that he is going to be a mighty man of the Word and that he is going to make an impact on his generation. Physically speaking, I wouldn’t object to him growing up to look just like Shannon (in a masculine way of course().

On another personal note… I have accepted a position that will begin on July 2nd at Andrew Wommack Ministries working 30-40 hours a week on the prayer line. Of course this means I had to say goodbye to Pikes Peak National Bank but this will be a great ministry opportunity with a possibility of future leadership responsibilities. I am looking forward to a much better work atmosphere and the opportunity to work in the field of which I am called to.     

Before we get started in this month’s Living Logos I want to re-express Shannon and my gratitude to all of those out there that have partnered with us prayerfully and financially over the past 10 months. You guys have been a huge blessing and we appreciate your help immensely. We also want to say thank you to those of you who prayed and sent gifts to bless little Levi. Shannon and I will speak on behalf of him by saying, “Tank yu beary much!”( Our cup has truly run over with your care and generosity! Thank you for your availability and willingness to be used by our Great God- Jehovah Jireh- to help supply all our needs and desires. Y’all are a blessing! 

DEFINING WISDOM

In the past few months the Lord has been teaching me a lot on the subject of wisdom. In the past I have never really given a lot of thought to this subject but recently it has just been exploding in my heart. And in meditating on godly wisdom, I have found a specific characteristic that I would like to share with you this month. But before I teach on this specific characteristic of wisdom let me begin by expounding on wisdom in general…

In studying the wisdom of God you will find that wisdom is the principle thing (Proverbs 4:7) - that is, it is the “first-fruit” (literal Hebrew definition of “principle”) in regards to its importance and significance. In other words, there is no other virtue that we can possess that comes before the wisdom from above. Someone might be thinking- “What about love- isn’t it the greatest virtue of the Christian life?” or either “What about faith- isn’t it impossible to please God without faith?” Both of those questions are legitimate but through my studies on the subject of wisdom I have found that the wisdom that descends from above is, in fact, walking in love (compare James 3:17) and believing in God (compare Proverbs 9:10). In other words, you cannot separate godly wisdom from faith and love. They are all woven together to create the first-fruit of a pure and undefiled religion that God has called us unto. 

So literally what is wisdom? 

Wisdom is being skillful or an expert at something. For instance, if someone is skillful and an expert in auto mechanics then you could say that they have wisdom in fixing cars. I have also heard wisdom defined as “the correct application of knowledge.” So in regards to auto mechanics, if someone has the ability to correctly apply the knowledge of fixing cars then they not only know what an engine is, but they also know how it operates. This is an example of wisdom from a natural standpoint. But the wisdom we are talking about is godly wisdom and not natural, carnal wisdom. Godly wisdom can be defined as “the principles of right living.” It is having the ability to correctly apply what we know into everyday life’s situations- thus producing a righteous lifestyle that is according to God’s standards. So, in other words, godly wisdom is being skilled in the arena of the God-kinda life. 

And although these are the most common and basic definitions of wisdom there is a specific characteristic of wisdom that has just stood out to me above every other. I call it “the heart of wisdom”… 

THE HEART OF WISDOM…

As I have been meditating on this godly wisdom I have found that the heart of wisdom is that it always looks ahead. In other words, wisdom always considers the future when making current decisions. This is exactly the opposite of what a fool does… 

You know, as you read through Proverbs- the book of wisdom- you will find that Solomon spent a large amount of his writings differentiating between the wise and the fool. And in describing the foolish person, we see the exact opposite characteristics than that of the heart of wisdom. For instance, a fool will speak without thinking- never considering how what he is about to say will affect him or those hearing him. In regards to this, a fool will vent all his feelings. In other words, what is in his heart will become obvious because he will always let you know what he is thinking no matter how inappropriate it might be. A fool will also just blare on without giving any thought to his destination. He will rarely consider how what he is about to do or where he is about to go will affect him down the road. You see, a fool conducts himself in the exact opposite manner of the wise in heart. 

People with the heart of wisdom will not vent all their feelings. They will consider the affect of their words before they speak them. They will also think ahead of their projected destination before they move forward. To put it simply- the heart of wisdom looks ahead.    

So let’s look at some different aspects of the heart of wisdom…

PHYSICALLY

First of all, let’s take a look at the heart of wisdom in regards to the physical areas of this earth-life. One example of this would be taking care of your body… 

You see, wisdom will suppress the cravings of the flesh to eat fast food everyday and just “veg-out” on the couch 24/7. Of course, that is an extreme example that hopefully none of us are walking in but it is a good example of the epitome of foolishness. We need to walk in wisdom with our eating and exercising habits and not just live to gratify our flesh. You see, our flesh is bent on gratifying itself today! In other words, it wants whatever it feels like immediately. It would be a major understatement to say that the flesh does not have the heart of wisdom. So a good sign that your flesh is trying to take control of the show is when, for instance, you feel like you just have to have that milkshake. That is the time to suppress it and treat it like you would a child and say, “You know what? If you are going to pitch a fit about it, you aren’t getting anything!” 

You see, you will experience this the most when you go on a fast. Your flesh will kick and scream and tell you that you are going to just die if you don’t eat something now! Of course, this is not true because the truth is your body can go days without eating and be totally fine. Your flesh is just like a spoiled kid though- totally irrational and selfish! But wisdom will discipline those physical cravings of the flesh because it will look to see how those eating, drinking, and exercising habits will affect it in the future. 

This is just one of many examples of not using the heart of wisdom in regards to your physical body. Let’s look at another aspect of the heart of wisdom…

FINANCIALLY

Another matter that we cannot avoid in regards to the heart of wisdom is in the area of finances… 

Let’s look at an example of this that we can all relate to… credit cards (I’m sure many will enjoy me using this example too()

When dealing with credit cards many Americans have the mindset that they are a way of getting what they want today even though they do not currently have the money for it. For instance, many Americans will say something like- “I can put this new flat screen plasma television on my credit card and then I’ll own it.” But the reality is, they don’t really own it because they are going to have to pay for it down the road- plus some! You see, wisdom will not do this. Why? Because wisdom will consider what it is going to cost down the road before acting on every impulse of the flesh. 

Now don’t get me wrong… I am not saying that using credit cards is unwise. It just becomes unwise when we do not treat them like we are writing a check (i.e. for convenience sake). I am just using the example of gratifying the flesh while not considering the future. In regards to this, we should use credit cards only when we are capable of paying the bill when it arrives. As a matter of fact, you can use credit cards to your benefit… 

For example, Shannon and I have a Discover card that earns you cash back- anywhere from 1 to 5%. Of course, that is not a tremendous amount but when you charge everything you can on it (while deducting those payments out of your checkbook register as if you were using your bank’s debit card) then it can add up. For instance, when I pay my tuition for next year (which we have saved up- Praise the Lord!) I am going to use my Discover card. That means we will get a minimum of $34 cash back from that charge alone. There are some credit cards that even earn you airline discounts and one of my instructors earned a free trip to Hawaii for 3 other family members and himself in just a few years by charging everything he could on it while paying off that bill every time it came! So am I saying that using credit cards is wrong? Of course not! It is just how most Americans use them that is wrong. 

As I have been writing this about the misuse of credit cards a particular scripture has been ringing in my head… “The law is good if one uses it lawfully” (1 Timothy 1:8)… 

You see, in the circles that I have run in, most believers have this negative perception of the Mosaic and Levitical Laws. We understand that the law was given by God strictly to show us His unattainable righteous requirements with the hope of us throwing our hands in the air and asking for mercy. In this case, God sent the Messiah- the Lord Jesus- to fulfill the righteous requirements of the law for us so that when we responded in this manner He would save us by grace. This is using the law “lawfully.” On the other hand, to use the law “unlawfully” would be to try and fulfill the righteous requirements of the law while rejecting the sacrifice offered through the blood and body of the Lord Jesus. In other words, using the law as a means of justification before God. So you see, the law is not bad in itself. It is just how people have used it that is bad. 

Likewise, credit cards are good, if people would use them “lawfully.” But the problem is many use credit cards as a way of gratifying their flesh today without giving any real thought to how it will cost them tomorrow.  

But, on the other hand, wisdom will make financial decisions today that will be beneficial tomorrow. In other words, wisdom will invest as opposed to incurring debt! This is the heart of wisdom in regards to the financial arena. 

As I have previously stated, a foolish person will just blare on without ever giving any forethought to the implications of his decisions. But a wise person will first consider how what they are about to do to their body and how they are about to spend their money will affect them in the future.

SPIRITUALLY

But you see, this principle of the heart of wisdom is something that reaches well beyond just simple credit card debt as well as many other worldly examples. This is also how most people live their lives spiritually… 

For example, in regards to sin, fools will succumb to temptation because they will not consider the future ramifications of their sin- how it will affect them spiritually, physically, emotionally, etc. So giving in to temptation is an act of not walking in the wisdom of God. What will wisdom do in regards to temptation? It will do everything it can to not even enter into the tempting circumstances. In other words, it will think ahead and do whatever it can to abstain from the fleshly lusts that war against the soul (see 2 Peter 2:11). 

The cross of Christ is a great example of the heart of wisdom… In Hebrews 12:2 the author tells us that Jesus “for the joy set before Him endured the cross despising the shame.” In other words, Jesus looked beyond the temporal pain and suffering of the cross and unto the joy that would be a result of His obedience. Aren’t you glad Jesus had the heart of wisdom at that time? And the author used this example to motivate his readers to take up their cross and continue to strive against sin (see verses 3&4). As long as we are living on this earth we will always have this option before us- Will we resist temptation now for the joy set before us or will we fulfill the lust of the flesh and sacrifice the long-term rewards?  

SPIRITUAL DEBT vs. SPIRITUAL INVESTMENT

You see, there is such a thing as “spiritual debt” as well as financial debt. The vast majority of people that have ever walked on this planet lived their life with this debt mentality. What do I mean by “debt mentality?” I mean that they lived solely for their earthly life- fulfilling their own selfish, carnal desires- and they are paying for it right now in eternity. Some gave their heart to God but still lived conformed to this world- that is, they were believers but they went through life only doing the normal 9 to 5 routine and did not lay their treasures up in heaven. These will live in the presence of God for eternity but will not receive the great rewards that they were capable of. On the other hand, most people that have lived on the earth never acknowledged God in their lives and lived totally ungodly and carnal lifestyles. These will have their part in the lake of fire for eternity where the worm never dies and the fire is never quenched. Both of these examples are the bookends of what it is like to live in spiritual debt. But then there are the few that find the path of life and live a life of consecration to God- putting their flesh under and sowing for their eternal harvest. These are the spiritually wise! These are the ones that have invested their life for their glorious future. 

Let’s look over at a verse in the 90th Psalm… This Psalm was actually a prayer that Moses prayed during the time Israel was wandering in the wilderness for 40 years. 

In this psalm Moses prayed for something that I believe we should all pray for consistently for our own lives and the lives of others. It is found in verse 12… “So teach us to number our days that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” What a powerful verse! In this awesome prayer Moses shows us how the heart of wisdom applies to our life on this earth versus our life in eternity. So what was it that Moses specifically prayed for in verse 12 that will enable us to gain a heart of wisdom? He asked, “So teach us to number our days…” Moses was asking Yahweh to teach them to count the days that were theirs. What does this mean? Think about it… The carnal human tendency is to suppose that we will live on this earth forever. Most people (particularly young people) just float through life never considering that their life may end soon. Since this life is all that we have ever known, we just live life never really considering what happens after we die. But life after death is a reality that we must consider! As a matter of fact, eternity is something that we better consider because how we live our life now will determine where and how we will spend eternity. Do you see how vague this is to most people- even Christians? But this is exactly why Moses prayed this for Israel… He prayed that God would teach them to calculate and evaluate their days on this earth so that they would be ready for the next life. And I pray now… “Lord, teach us to number our days as well- to see how short this life really is and to make the most of our time here on the earth- that we would gain a heart of wisdom.” Amen! 

In the 90th Psalm as well as several other places in Scripture we are reminded of our human frailty. The Scriptures that are ringing in my ears even as I am writing this describe mankind as grass (see Isaiah 40:6-8 & James 1:9-11). And the point of emphasis in these Scriptures is that we are like grass in that we grow up one day and are cut down the next… Some of us are beautiful, glamorous, and successful like the flower of the grass, but we are all doomed to destruction (I speak as a man). You see, in the world success is sought for. People live their whole lives to make a buck and be able to retire one day. And although there is some wisdom in that, if that is all we live for then we are living a life of vanity. You see, our life on this earth is so short in comparison to eternity. And I believe the church has allowed the same mentality of the world to creep into it. We have adopted the same carnal and foolish thinking that is only concerned with this earth-life. This is indeed a grave mistake because a day is coming- soon and very soon- when we will stand in front of our Master and have to give an account for our stewardship. I personally want the Lord to look at me and say, “Well done good and faithful servant! You have been faithful in little and now you will become ruler over much!” 

So which end of the spectrum are you going to strive for? Are you going to live for today and be in debt for the future or are you going to live for the future and lay down your life today?  Life is short… Live for eternity! 

So in conclusion, we could say, “Making current decisions that will positively affect our future is the heart of wisdom!” By far the most important aspect of this is regarding the spiritual because he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption but he who sows to the spirit will of the spirit reap everlasting life (Galatians 6:8). But we should also incorporate this characteristic of wisdom into our earth-life as well- physically, financially, emotionally, socially, etc. If we would live our lives with a heart of wisdom we would be making one of the greatest decisions we could ever make. 

Selah. 
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