May 20, 2007

THE LIVING LOGOS

Well, as of May the 16th, I have completed my first year at Charis Bible College and then we had our promotion breakfast on Saturday the 19th. I can truly say that our past year’s experience here in Colorado has been one of the best of my short Christian life. 

There were several things that I gleaned from my first year. But, honestly, what I learned the most was what I learned outside of school when Shannon and I had our own personal “bible school.” I have had written in the front of my bible for most of my Christian walk- “This is my textbook and I will be tested on this material!” And that is exactly what Shannon and I got the opportunity to do- put the Word of God to the test! And what we learned is that the Word works! There is nothing too difficult for Him and He is faithful! 

The things that I gleaned from CBC itself were meaningful to my life as well. One thing that I experienced that was foreign to me was “school spirit.” Let me explain… All through my life in secular schooling I never experienced what is generally called “school spirit.” That is, I have never known what it was like to feel proud of my school’s activities and I have never felt the camaraderie of my fellow classmates. But now at CBC I have, for the first time in my life, felt “evenly yoked” with my fellow classmates. I am sure it has a lot to do with the fact that this time my fellow classmates are my brothers and sisters in Christ but, nonetheless, I am for the first time proud to be a part of my school. 

There is such a wonderful atmosphere that is resident at CBC. It has an atmosphere that is saturated with faith and love. I believe this “school spirit” is a result of the many believers- young and old- that have laid their lives down to come and learn more about the Lord. The more people you have that are committed to the Lord like this, the more you will have this life-changing atmosphere… I truly believe that.     

My favorite class during my first year was probably “Survey of the Old Testament” taught by Wendell Parr- CBC’s Director. I would classify this as my favorite class because it covered a lot of new material that I had never considered before. My favorite instructor (aside from Andrew, of course() was Don Krow. Don really impressed me with his tremendous understanding of the Scriptures and he was also very entertaining with his witty jokes.( All of the classes had in themselves their own personality and were great!

All in all, this has been a great experience for me and I would encourage Bible College for anyone- not only those that feel called into full-time ministry- but also for anyone who has a desire to grow spiritually. At Charis Bible College we have students from many different nationalities and from many different age ranges (anywhere from 18 to 80). As I have briefly stated already- the atmosphere, the instruction, and the fellowship are extremely valuable and worth the two years of time and expense that they take. (Just thought I would add in a little plug for the school()             

So I am now looking forward to a good three-month break before we get started back with the next school year. By the way, I have been hired by the ministry to work on the prayer-line during the summer to earn some extra income. Getting paid to pray…you can’t beat that(! Hallelujah! 

REJOICE ALWAYS! 

With all of that said, what I have on my heart to teach this month is our perspective in the midst of life’s difficulties. You know, we all will have trials and tribulations that we must endure as long as we are in the world so we need to continuously be reminded of where our focus should be.

This truth that I will share with you this month is just one of the many different messages the Lord has given me that I have filed under the title of “Perspective 101.” Over the past 7 years of living in the kingdom of God, the Lord has opened my eyes to the importance of our perspective in many different areas. And this month we will delve into one of my favorite messages that I believe will be an incredible asset to you in your life. So let’s begin by first looking in Paul’s epistle to the Philippians… 

Paul’s letter to the Philippians has been deemed as “The Epistle of Joy.” The reason for this title is because of Paul’s repeated references to the words “joy and rejoice.” And in Philippians 4:4, the Apostle Paul made one of his most popular references when he said, “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!” I love how this is worded because when Paul said, “Rejoice in the Lord always!” it was as if he knew the thoughts of many Christians out there who would question this statement after they heard it. He knew that there would be those who would think- “God could not really mean that we are to always rejoice. That’s not even possible!”- So you know what Paul did? He said it again just so there would not be any room for debate- “…Again I will say, Rejoice!” (       

First of all, before we get into this teaching any further let me set the record straight that rejoicing is not just a good suggestion… Rejoicing is something that God expects from us all of the time! As a matter of fact, in Deuteronomy 28:47, the Lord told the children of Israel that curses would come upon them if they did not rejoice for the abundance of everything that they had been given. This was one of the main reasons that the children of Israel were forced to roam around in the wilderness for 40 years. So this is obviously a serious thing in the eyes of God and extremely vital to us walking in the “promised land” that Jesus died to provide for us. So you see, rejoicing is not an option! We are all capable of rejoicing in every circumstance we find ourselves in or God would have been unjust to command us to always rejoice. So the most beneficial question to ask would not be- “How is it possible to rejoice in every circumstance?” The better question would be- “What principles from God’s Word can I apply to my life that will enable me to rejoice in every circumstance?” 

REJOICING IN THE LORD!

I am here to tell you that the answer to that question is found in the three little words that Paul used after the word “rejoice” in Philippians 4:4. In this verse Paul said, “Rejoice in the Lord! So what does it mean to “rejoice in the Lord”? I believe it has a tw0-fold application…

First of all, the phrase “in the Lord” describes having a fixed position in the Lord. In other words, it describes having an abiding relationship in Him. You see, joy is a fruit of the Spirit. And the fruit of the Spirit is manifested when we walk in the Spirit, as Galatians chapter 5 teaches us. It is in remaining vitally united to the Lord- through our fellowship with Him- that we will walk in the fruit of the Spirit (in this case being joy). So by neglecting our relationship with the Lord (i.e. through failing to spend quality time with Him and through refusing to repent of the transgressions that He is dealing with us about) we will fail to produce the joy of the Lord in our lives. This is obviously the most important key to walking in joy but there is another key that we can find in the phrase “in the Lord” that I want to spend a little more time on…  

These words “in the Lord” can also describe where our perspective is. You see, there is a reason that Paul did not say, “Rejoice in your circumstances.” If he had said that then their focus would have been on their problems. No… what Paul wanted them to do was put their focus on the Lord and not on their trials. But, you see, this is what so many well meaning Christians have tried to do… They put their eyes on their circumstances and then try and rejoice in the midst of them. This is the totally incorrect way to operate in this principle! The key is to keep our focus on the Lord and when we do this, our joy will never sink! You see, so many Christians are so focused on the winds and the waves of life that their joy begins to sink every time trials come their way. We have to learn to keep our eyes on Jesus even when bad things are going on in our lives. This is what will make our faith stronger and enable us to walk on the water!  

THE APOSTLE OF HOPE

So now I want to get very practical with this perspective issue and look at three things that the Apostle Peter said that we should focus on when we fall into various trials. Let’s now look over at 1 Peter chapter one…

In 1 Peter 1:6 the Apostle says, “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials.” Notice that, when referring to the various trials that come upon us, Peter says that they are only “now for a little while.” This is the same thing the Apostle Paul was saying in 2 Corinthians 4:17 when he said our afflictions are “but for a moment!” You see, in comparison to eternity, our problems are just for “a little while!” How many believers truly see their problems in this light? Sad to say, not many do. But the truth is that our tribulations are extremely temporary in comparison to eternity! We need to understand that our earth life is only a speck of sand in the beach of eternity! But notice what Peter said at the beginning of verse 6- “In this you greatly rejoice…” What was the “this” that he was referring to? He was referring to everything he had previously mentioned in verses 3-5. In these verses the “Apostle of Hope” gave us three things that are ours as believers and that we should keep our focus on so that we can “greatly rejoice” in the midst of our various trials. Let’s take a look at what he said those three things are …

YOU ARE NOT GOING TO HELL! 

In 1 Peter 1:3, the Apostle says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

When Peter used the phrase “begotten us again” he was literally describing the “new-birth” experience that we had upon making Jesus the Lord and Savior of our lives. And notice that Peter said that this born again experience was “according to His abundant mercy.” You see, God would have been merciful enough to just rescue us from the kingdom of darkness and then to let us do our best to make it to heaven. But, thank God, that is not all that He did! He not only took us out of the family of the devil, but He adopted us into His own family- making us His children through the new-birth! Now that, my friends, is abundant mercy!          

You see, God has been so gracious to us! None of us are born again children of God because we deserved it in any way (see John 1:13). No… We are in the kingdom of God because of God’s mercy and grace! We mustn’t ever forget this!  

If we could just get a revelation of everything the Lord did for us through His mercy and the new-birth then our trials would seem incredibly insignificant (as they truly are). Let me say it this way… If we really understood what we missed through Jesus, we would have a different perspective of our current sufferings! They would be nothing to us! Why? The reason is because we have already been delivered from the worst suffering imaginable! This life will be the closest thing to hell that born again believers will ever know! Glory to God!!! You see, the greatest benefit of the born again experience is just simply that we are not going to hell anymore! Just keeping this one truth ever before us would keep us from losing our joy in the midst of the puny winds and waves of this life. We need to keep our perspective on everything that God did for us in the past through His grace and mercy. In this we should greatly rejoice!

YOU ARE GOING TO HEAVEN!

But being born again not only keeps us from going to the worst place imaginable; it also takes us to the most glorious place imaginable- heaven! You know, you could experience the trials of Job in this life and if you are born again and going to heaven you have every reason to exceedingly rejoice! Why? Because the sufferings of this life are not worthy to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed in us (Romans 8:18)! Having eternal redemption from hell and a free ticket into heaven will be worth all the pain! 

The second truth Peter describes is that we have a living hope and an unimaginable inheritance being reserved for us in heaven (see the end of verse 3 through verse 4)! If it wasn’t enough that we are born again and saved from an eternity of pain and suffering then look at what we have waiting for us in heaven- the very inheritance of Jesus! That right there ought to put a spring in your step! Jesus promised us that He is preparing us a mansion! In other passages of Scripture we have the promises of a crown of life, a crown of righteousness, etc. If we would shift our mind to focus on our living hope then we would be able to rejoice all the time like God commands us to. Let’s look in detail at verse four… 

1 Peter 1:4 says, “to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.” Since we are children of God, we have an inheritance waiting for us in heaven because inheritances have to be born into! This inheritance is made available because we are in Christ, so it is literally Jesus’ inheritance! Wow! That is what Paul meant when he said that we are joint-heirs with Jesus Christ (Romans 8:17)! Now you know that anything we receive from God is going to be awesome but how spectacular do you think Jesus’ inheritance will be!?! I can tell you it will be the best that God has to offer! And not only will it be incredible but this inheritance is first described as “incorruptible.” This means that it is imperishable. Any material thing that you can receive in this life will perish and end up being corrupted. It all will gather rust, fall apart, or cease to work but our inheritance will never tear up, wear out, or fall apart. It will last forever! The next way that our inheritance is described is as “undefiled.” This means that it is incapable of being polluted or becoming impure. Then, last but not least, Peter describes our inheritance as not fading away. This literally means that it will be “just as shiny as ever!” Any materialistic thing you can possess in this life will lose its luster. Nothing here- whether cloth, metal, silver, or gold- will keep the same shine that it had at the beginning, but our inheritance will glisten just the same after a million years as it does right now! Then Peter ended his sentence by saying that this incorruptible, undefiled, and non-fading inheritance is being “reserved in heaven for us!” This means that our inheritance is being kept and guarded for the time when our life here will expire and we will live eternally in the kingdom of heaven! I absolutely love talking about this!(
What a great comfort this should be to us! Not only are we now children of God and born from above, but we also will someday go home and completely experience the children’s bread- our inheritance! No matter what happens to us in this life we can always look into eternity and focus on the awesome inheritance that we have awaiting us! In this life- our car might break down, our bank account might look bare, or our hair might fall out, but in the next life our inheritance will never break, run out, or fade! That is why Jesus told us to “not lay up for ourselves treasures on the earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in or steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21) Jesus was saying that we do not need to set our hearts on the treasures of this world but on the treasures above because everything in this life will pass away but the ones in eternity- they will endure forever! Oh…that the body of Christ would get this awesome truth in their hearts!

You know, this is exactly where the 1st Century church’s perspective was! In Hebrews 10:34 we have quite an incredible testimony concerning this… The writer of this epistle says, “for you…joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods…” Wow! I mean, these believers had people break into their homes and steal their possessions yet they remained joyful. How could they do that? Well, the author goes on to tell us why when he says, “knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.” You see, when you get the revelation that this temporal world’s goods can in no way compare to the enduring inheritance that you have waiting for you in heaven, it won’t affect your joy if you lost everything you had here. Why? Because you’ve got it made for eternity! Glory!!! 

Do you see how misguided our perspective has been? So many believers fall apart like a two-dollar suitcase when their car breaks down, they can’t pay their bills, or they simply just get a year older. This should not be a Christian’s response to these things! We should rejoice in the fact that we have something great being kept for us in heaven that won’t be anything less than perfect for eternity! In this life we will experience trials and tribulations but having this kind of perspective is what will keep us full of joy no matter what afflictions we experience. Our future is extremely bright and it will never dim! In this we should greatly rejoice!  

YOU HAVE GOD’S HELP NOW! 

But not only is our inheritance being kept for then, in the following verse (1 Peter 1:5) Peter goes on to tell us that we too are even being kept for now! He says, “who are being kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” So not only is our inheritance being protected for the future but we also are being protected while we are on the way there! The word “kept” comes from a Greek military term that describes a sentry that is standing guard as protection against the enemy. So this verse shows us that God, in all His power and ability, is there to be our shield, fortress, and strong tower against the powers of darkness. This is what Jesus meant when He said that nothing shall by any means hurt us! We have God to see us through all our trials and tribulations and provide His deliverance! He is our Divine-Sentinel!

So if you cannot seem to focus on the fact that you are not going to hell or on the fact that you have an inheritance waiting for you in heaven, then focus on the fact that you have God’s promises or provision and protection now- in this life! 

You see, the first thing Peter wanted our focus to be on in order to greatly rejoice in the midst of our tribulations is the simple fact that we are born again according to God’s abundant mercy. He wanted us to focus on the fact that we have been redeemed from the worst suffering that we ever could have experienced and that we are going to glory instead. Then second, Peter wanted us to focus on the inheritance that we will have waiting for us there. He wanted our perspective to be on the eternal reward rather than the temporal pain. But now he gives us the third truth that we can focus on if we cannot successfully focus on the first two. It is as if Peter was saying, “Guys, I know you are going through many different trials and tribulations but try to get your perspective on these things- First, focus on your new-birth and that you have been delivered from the worst kind of suffering imaginable. Second, focus on the inheritance that you will experience. Look to heaven! And then, if you can’t look at these two, focus on the truth that God is even going to protect, deliver, and give you victory NOW in this life!” If you can’t focus on the unseen and eternal, then focus on the victory we can possess in this life over our trials! In this you should greatly rejoice!        

KEYS TO CHANGING YOUR PERSPECTIVE

So the question may arise- “How do I change my perspective?” Let me give you some quick principles that will help change your focus…

· Thanksgiving- Developing the habit of thanking God everyday for all that He has done for us is a way of magnifying those truths in our hearts (see Psalm 69:30).

· Meditation- Just simply taking these Scriptures and pondering them day and night will cause them to take root in your heart to where they will change your focus.

· Consistently pray Ephesians 1:17-19 & Colossians 1:9- Through praying these prayers of the Apostle Paul which deal specifically with wisdom, understanding, and revelation we are praying according to God’s will and, therefore, can expect change.   

I pray that these truths will get rooted in your hearts and that life-changing revelation will come to you as a result. Next month the Living Logos will include the news of the birth of Levi. Since his due date was around the time that we usually mail out the newsletter, we had to wait until next month to include that news. We apologize. Till next month… Look unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of your faith… Maranatha!   

          Victoriously,

Trey & Shannon Dickerson

                                                                                                   3008 Illinois Ave. Apt. C

Colorado Springs, CO 80907

dickersontrey@yahoo.com
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