August 26, 2006

THE LIVING LOGOS

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord! 

Welcome to our first issue of The Living Logos! I would like to first thank all of our partners and those who have supported us in the past. It is through your gracious support that this publication and many other ministry related endeavors have been possible. Thank you for your lavish and faithful giving! We pray and believe, as Paul did for his partners in Philippi, that our God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19)! 

Shannon and I arrived here in Colorado Springs on Monday, August 21st. We are still working on the finishing touches of our apartment but it is looking great! Wow…this is beautiful country out here! The mountains here run parallel to I25 on the western side of town so it is impossible to get lost. I was surprised to see how large this city is! The phonebook is three times as large as the Athens phonebook! There are slight differences between here and Georgia. Of course, they do not have sweet tea (except at Cracker Barrel, I hope(). The thing that has baffled me the most has been the perspective you have of the clouds. In Georgia, you look straight up at them, but here, you seem to almost see them from the side! Strange, huh? The sky is also much clearer, and subsequently, bluer than in the south. 

Through all the wedding festivities and moving plans, I have not really been able to think about school but now the excitement is sinking in. We went to pre-registration on the 24th and received a tour of the ministry. It looks awesome! The facility for Charis Bible College was surprisingly nice. I just never expected a Bible College to have classrooms, break areas, and an auditorium that seemed better than any universities that I have ever visited. Everything about the school just made my spirit leap! Every student (2nd year and apprentices) were so full of the fruit of the Spirit, showing me that they have received anointed teaching and instruction which excited me further. I received my books for my first semester and some of the material was a lot deeper than I expected. Thank God, the Holy Spirit gave me a head-start on the Greek language.( 

I am so looking forward to the teaching that I will begin receiving on the 28th. I mentioned in my support letter that you cannot sit under anointed teaching for 3 hours a day, 15 hours a week, 60 hours a month, and so on and not be changed! The Word of God has that kind of capability! And that is what I feel led to talk about this month- THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD!

In the United States of America, we are so blessed with our rights and privileges as Christians. We do not have to fear that the doors of our homes will be kicked down and we will be arrested for owning a Bible. We are so blessed! But even with these privileges, most believers very rarely ever take their Bibles off their coffee table. Most Christians just use the Word of God as an ornament, thinking that God is pleased that they display their Bible in their home. And although I am sure that most who read this letter are not this far off base, there are others who do not spend much more than 30 minutes to an hour in the Word of God weekly. Someone will say, “Well, I
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just do not have the time Trey!” That is totally untrue because you make time for what is important to you!  And the problem is, that is why most believers spend little to no time in the Word of God. It is because it is not that important to them! It’s time to be honest with ourselves and really look at what we have made our priorities. Do we spend more time watching American Idol or SportsCenter than we do reading, studying, or meditating God’s Holy Word? Be honest with yourself and evaluate where you stand in this. This is not meant to condemn you. I believe it is just simply the Lord wanting to bring us out of the fog of deception that most of us are living in. And if this does not apply to you then praise the Lord… Pray for the rest of us!( 

I mentioned that the reason why so many believers do not spend any time in the Word of God is because it is not that important to them. But if we could see things from the perspective of the spiritual realm then you could not keep most from digging in the Word daily! The Word of God has transforming power in it! Any problem you have- spiritually, emotionally, financially, physically, or socially- can be changed through the power of God’s Word! Let’s look at James 1:21 and see what James had to say about the power of God’s Word…

The Holy Spirit says, “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.” Notice that James first says that we need to “lay aside” some things before he even dealt with the Word of God. “Lay aside” literally means “to take off and throw far away.” When it comes to the filthy and wicked things that we spend most of our time doing in place of the Word of God- we need to remove them and then put them far away from us. For example, if soap operas are hindering you from receiving the Word of God into your heart, you need to get them out of your life and throw them away. Someone might say, “But there is nothing wrong with what I am spending my time doing!” There most certainly is if it is taking away from your time in God’s Word! Anything that takes away from your time with God is an idol and, therefore, is filthy and wicked! So the first thing we must do in order to receive the transforming power of God’s Word in our lives is to sacrifice that which hinders our time in the Word! 

Then notice what James says…“and receive with meekness the implanted word…” The word “receive” also means “to welcome.” You see, with some people, the Word of God is not welcomed into their hearts. In Ephesians 3:17, the Apostle Paul prayed that Christ would dwell in the hearts of these believers. The word “dwell” in this verse means “to be at home.” Jesus can live in our hearts and not be at home in our hearts. How? By what we are decorating our hearts with! If we allow a bunch of trash in our hearts, it can make Jesus uncomfortable! And since Jesus is the Word, (John 1:1) then we can also make the Word not feel welcome. Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom…”  Again, the word “dwell” means “to be at home.” In this passage of Scripture, we are exhorted to let the Word of Christ be at home in our hearts. So we can see how it is up to us to let the Word of God have that well-furnished and decorated place in our hearts. And the way we do this is by removing all the filthy, wicked, and hindering things that have a place in our hearts. And how are we supposed to welcome it? With “meekness”! The word “meekness” describes a teachable attitude. I believe that the most important lesson a new believer could learn is that the Word of God is to be the final word and foundation of their lives. If it says that such and such is wrong, even if we do not understand why, we should stop doing it. If it says that we are righteous, even if we do not feel righteous, we should believe it. Anything that God’s Word says is true and anything in this physical world that contradicts what He says is a lie (Romans 3:4)! So this is how we are to receive His Word- welcoming it as the final authority! I love what James goes on to call the Word of God. This is such an awesome truth! He calls it the “implanted” word! The Greek word translated “implanted” 
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literally means “to inwardly spring up.” Why is this so great? It is because this word shows us the transforming power of God’s Word! When we welcome the Word of God into our hearts in a teachable manner, that seed is planted in our hearts! And as long as we allow our hearts to remain good ground, that seed will begin to spring up- first the blade, then the head, then the full grain in the head- and we will not even know how it all happened (see Mark 4:26-29)! I like to compare this growth of the Word of God in our hearts to kudzu. When the seeds of kudzu are planted somewhere, the plant will totally take over the area that it was planted in. That’s what the Word will do in our lives! It will spring up in our hearts and totally transform any area of our lives that we so desire! Our only responsibility is to keep our hearts with all diligence (Proverbs 4:23) and be faithful to plant and water the seed! When you diligently and patiently do this, watch out because change is coming!!!

Last, but not least, notice the promise that James gives to those who allow the Word of God to grow in their hearts. He says, “which is able to save your souls.” The word “able” comes from the Greek word “dunamis” which means “to have power.” The Word has the power to do what? To “save our souls!” Now at first glance this would seem to be a reference to our new-birth experience. And that would most certainly apply because we are born again of incorruptible seed, through the Word of God, which lives and abides forever (see 1 Peter 1:23). But the word used for “save” in James 1:21 is much broader than salvation as most see it. It comes from the Greek word “sozo” and means “to save, heal, deliver, prosper, etc.” Then James uses the word “souls” to describe the recipient of this total and complete salvation. The soul describes our inner-life (our personality, our emotions, our mind, and our will). So what James was saying is that the Word of God has the power to transform your life! It has the power to heal your emotions! It has the power to deliver your mind! It has the power to prosper your personality! And to make this good news even "gooder"… The Word not only has the power to save your soul, it also has the power to save your body, your finances, your relationships, etc! 

If you desire to see change in any area of your life, just begin to make the adjustments needed in your schedule to make time for His Holy Word. Then begin to allow His Word to have the place of prominence that it should in your life and apply its principles. If you do this, your life will be so blessed you will not have room enough to contain it! “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ (the Word of God), for it is the power of God to salvation (to heal, deliver, prosper, save, etc.) for everyone who believes (it)…” (Romans 1:16)!          

Till next month…The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all! Maranatha!!! 

                                                                          Victoriously,

  Trey & Shannon Dickerson

                                                                                     3008-C Illinois Ave.

    Colorado Springs, CO 80907
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