THEFERFECT HEART

[Have you ever wondered what (God rea”y desires in you? [Have you ever thouglﬁt
about what is ’cru!g wc”~P]easing to [im?

Most would say that the answer to those questions is PerFection. Thcg do not believe
(God could ever be Plcased with them unless ’cheg are faultless- that is, void of
mistakes and flaws. | his common assumption is tota”g incorrect, for if we could be

Perpect, we would not need Jesus.

So often we feel that we disappoint the | ord because of our mistakes and
imPerFections. We feel that if we do not measure up to some state of “Per‘Fection” that
(God is not Pleasecl with us. This “Per‘Fec’cionis’c men’calitg” is wrong, because no one
can live up to (God’s standard of Pcmccction. [He knows this! So what e did was
send [is Son to die for us that we would be made Per?ect in [is siglﬂt. We are
comp]e’ce in Christ- tota“y inclepenclent of our works! We are Per‘Fect in is sighb not
because of what we do but because of what Jesus did!

We”, l would like to share with you sometlﬁing that will answer these kinds of
questions~ What is Gocl looking for? Wl’lat does Hc desire in us? ] consider this to be
one of the sing!e greatest revelations God has ever given me and cxtrem@]g hélpxcu! in

unders’canding (od’s PerSPective and what [He favors.

As you read through the Bible and look at the lives of the Patriarcl'ls of our faith you
will quickig realize that none of them were Perpect. As a matter of fact, some of them
did some pretty horrendous things.

]Fyou truly Ponderec! tl—n's, some questions would Probablg arise in your heart such as,
“Iow did (God use them?” and “Whg did (God bless them so much?” Jtis so hard for
our mind to comPrehcncl how Gocl could work so mighti!g in the lives of these men and

women because of their imPerFCctions.



Of course, we understand that (God ultimately works in and through our lives by [is
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grace, but what is it that these Patriarchs did to tap into that grace? As l have

Ponderecl this be]corc, the Lorcl began to open up to me this awesome truth that ] will

share with you here...

| etme begin by givingyou an experience ] once had...

WHAT DOES GODRESFECT?

| remember one dag | was tl'xankiﬂg the Lord for b]cssing me like [e had and for ca”ing
me into the ministrg. ]just did not understand it... Whg did He choose me? Whg did it

seem like l was exPeriencing more of His favor than those around me?

These qucstionsjust raced tl‘xrough my mind because | did not seem qualhciecl. | knew |
had all kinds of hang~ups and sins that had not been dealt with. ] knew ] was so far from
His standards of PerFection, yet He still Pourec{ out so much of [is grace in my life.

Wl‘lg?

Well, as | was thanking [Him that clag for all [ e was doing in my life those questions in
my heart sParked me to say, “Lord, l know that you are no rcspcctcr of Pérsons...” As
that came out of my mouth the | ord interjected [His response. He said, “] AM not a
respecter of persons but ] AM a respecter of faith and cli]igcnce.” Then ] saw it!

f"!ebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith it is impossiblé to Plcase }”lim, for he who
comes to (od must believe that [e is, and that [de is a rewarder of those that
cli]igent!g seek Him. Wl’lCﬂ Goc{ said that to me rﬂe, in essence, was reiterating
Hebrews 11:6 which sPeaics of faith and diligence and His Promise to reward those
virtues. | his Scripturc shows us how we can live a life of Pleasing (God and how we
can live a life of reward after reward...lt is through livinga life full of faith and c{i!igencel

Wl—]en the Lord said that ]"]e was no respec’cer of persons tlnatjust meant }‘Ie does
not Pick and choose individuals based on their appearance, skills, etc. |t does not
mean, howcver, that e does not look f:avorab]g upon those who di!igent]g seek Him,
those who Perseveringlg believe [Tim, and those who love [Him cnough to give [Him all



of their heart. T hose are the believers that (God is wc”~Pleascct with and will manifest
Himselt tt1rougt1!

GODLOOKS AT THE HEART

God does not rcsPcct the face of man! Hc rcspccts the heart of man!

Do you remember what God told Samue] when He sent him to Jesse’s house to
anoint lsraet a new tcing? [He said, Do not look at his appearance or at his Pt'hysical
stature, because ] have refused him. {:or the Lorct does not see as man sees; for man

looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (l Samuct | 6:7)

Wtren God was looking for the next leader of the children of ]srae] He did not look
for the one who seemed quatitied outwarc”g, [He sougtvt the one who was most
qua]itiecl inwarc”3~ that is, in the heart. [ e anointed David- a man after His own
heart- to be the next king And the fact that he had this kind of heart was the keﬁ.

You see, David did not have it all togettmr (as we will see later in this tcactﬂrxg), but
what he did have was a heart after Goct. He loved Go& with all of his heart! He knew
the God of |sraell And, last but not tcast, he had a heart to Praise Goctl

]tgou look at the lives ot, not onlg David, but of all those who (Hod used mightitg and
blessed abundanttg you will see this one common trait- thcy had a heart after Godl
A!ttnougtn their lives were filled with impcr‘tcctions it was as if God did not even see

their flaws.

Actua]]y, ityoujust glancc ttwrougtn the Bible without giving any real ttnougtnt to what
you are reacting, the Pible will give you the imPression that these men and women of
(God were Per‘tect. But thatis tota”y untrue! None of them were Pcrtect! Some were
]iars, Prostitutes, iclolatcrs, gossipers, doubters) louclmouttns, drunkarc{s, unettnica], etc.

Ttlc list could go on and on.

But, again, atttwougtw ttseg had so many impertections ttney all had a heart after Goct
and loved [Him more than the things of this world. So what can we gathcr from this?



We can ga’cher that (God is not looking for ch‘Fcct Pcople; [He is [ooking for Pcop]c
with Per‘Fcct hearts! Wherc do ] get this from?

THE GREAT SEARCH

Le’c’s take a look at 2 Chronic]es 16:9... This verse answers those questions that we
asked at the bcginning‘ e puts it very Plainlg what (God is ]ooking for and what [Je

desires.

]n 2 Chroniclcs 16:9 we are told, “f:or the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout
the whole carth to show Himse]]C strong on behalf of those whose heart is ]oga] to

Him.”

T his verse shows us that (God is constantlg scanning the earth ]ooking for something.
He is on a search to find someone that He can bless and prosper, someone that He
can anoint and use. This verse Puts it this way- “to show Himselwc strong” through. ]n
other words, (God is looking fora Peop!e that e can manifest [is glorg throughl

And whom did it say that [He shows Himsellc strong on behalf of? “Those whose
heart is Pen[cct towards rﬂim.” God is on a great search to find those who possess
this Perpect heart. You see, (God looks at the heart and [ e is Iooking for the PerFect
heart!

So what does it mean to have a “Per‘Fec’t heart™? Thc word “Per‘FCct” is translated
“logal” in the New King Jamcs version, but neither of these two words Fu”y express
the idea the rﬂoly Spirit was trying to convey to us...

This word comes from the Hebrew word “salem” which means “to be complete or
entire.” ]t carries the idea of bcing “whole or full.? This word “salem” is a derivative of
the more well-known r"]ebrew word “shalom.” This word, commonlg understood as
meaning ‘peace”, means much more than that.. |t carries the idea of being tota”g
blessed- complete and entire, lacking nothing! |t carries the idea of Possessing total
peace in our life~ sPirit, soul, and bocl3~ with ﬂothing missing and ﬂothing broken. The

)

word “shalom” is derived from this word we are looking at “salem”- Salem bringing in



the idea of somcthing that is Fu”y, comp]ete!g, and who”g. So when appiied to our
heart “salem” describes being “whole-hearted.” ]t describes having) a heart that is 1Cu”9
and completelg “towards” C]od‘ The word “towards” denotes that it is Possessing a
heart thatis totang turned towards (God and seeking [Him wlﬁole%eatecﬂg.

50 what 2 Chronic]es 16:9 means is that (od is loo‘(ing for those whose hearts are
1Cu”9 devoted to [1im or those who are wholc~hcartccllg in love with Him, sceking [Him
with their whole heart. [He is sccking those that have this kind of heart after [1im so
that He can manifest His glory through them.

You see, here is the truth | want you to see- (God is not looking for Pchect Pcoplc;
Heis looking for Pcoplc with Pchcct hearts! |n other words, (God is seeking a PCOPlc
who’s hearts are Fu”g devoted and in love with FHim.

IMPERFECT PEOFLE

You see, our impenccctions and weaknesses are not the issue. |t's our heart that [ e is
concerned about. Gocl never called or continues to call PerFec’c PCOPIC. Theg all had
Problcms and made mistakes. You can go down the list- Abraham, Moses, Jacob,
Davicl, Fctcr, etc. None of them were Pcnccctl Tl’xcg all had their Fau]tsjust like us.

You know, the Bible never rea”g magnhcies all the Old and New T estament saint’s
faults. That is wl'xg s0 many Christians seem to be oblivious to the fact that the saints
of old made mistakes and were not PerFect. Evergoncjust seems to think thcg were
holy saints, but that was not true! And you have to rea”g read into and think about
their lives before you can see their blunders. Whg? Because the Bible does not
focus on their weaknesses. ]tjust P]aces their names in the Faith T_’]a” of Fame of
f‘]ebrews chaPtcr IRE G]org to God for His mercg!

And God is not focused on our mistakes and weaknesses either! Gocl covers our sins
because (God is love and love covers a multitude of sins! |f we were to rea“g consider

some of the mistakes and imPechctions of those that (God used to change the world,
we would be shocked.



All of these men and women had their own failures and weaknesses. Put (God didn’t
focus on their mis’cakes; He looked at their hearts. Ancl theg all Possessed hearts that

were Per‘Fcct in His sighb that is, theg whole~heartec”9 we Fo”owing [Him.

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT

Thcre are countless verses throughout the Wor& of God that talk about us whole-
l’\eartcélg serving (God and loving [Him with all of our hearts. [~ ven in the | aw this was
(God’s desire!

In Deutcronomg 5:29 (God is quoted as saying, “«Oh, that thcg had such a heart in
them that theg would fear Me and alwaﬁs keeP all My Commanclments) that it might be
well with them and with their children forever.”

Thenj in Deuteronomg ChaPter 6, we have (God giving what we found out through

Jesus as the greatest commandment.

The very first admonition _Jesus made when commenting on the greatest
commandment was to love the Lord Gocl with all of our hearts (see Mat’chew ZZ:§7>.
Jcsus mentioned loving God with all of our heart before ]oving Gocl with all of our
soulsj all of our mind, all of our strengtlﬁ) and even before loving our neighbor as
ourselves. W}wg? l believe it is because Gocl’s greatest desire and greatest purpose
forusisto possess all of our hearts (i.c. to be who]e—hcar’cedlg in love with Him).

You see, the Lorcl created Aclam and Eve for the Primarg purpose of communion
with Him..‘ Gocl’s heart wasjust to have a Familg that will love Him with all of their
hearts! (God's heart desire has alwags been to be wholc——hcartcdly desired!

50 unclcrstanding tl‘wis, we can see whg Gocl shows [TJimself so strong in the lives of
those who do love [Him with all their hearts. Thcy may not have it a]togethcr but God
is well P]easec] with the condition of their hearts and theg are, ther@core, gu]ﬁ”ing the
first Principle of the greatest commandment! And | can promise you this- when you
givc Gocl all of your heart- you better watch out... because God will show up and

show out in 9ouriti!



ALL OF OUR HEART

| want us to pay Par’cicular attention to the word “all” in Matthew 22:37... Jesus did
not say “a Por’cion” of our heart. e did not even say “most” of our heart. Jcsus said
that the Fa’clﬁer wants “all” of our heart.

There was a Point later on in my walk that the | ord corrected me for a”owing part of
my heart to gravitate towards somet}wing other than [Jim...

| am a big fan of football, and there was this Particu]ar kickoff weekend a few years
ago when | spent almost all dag watching games. Tlﬂat evening while | was taking awalk
the | ord sPoke the first part of Ma’cthew 22:37 to my heart. When He did, [He
cmplﬂasizcd the word “all” in reference to loving [Him with all my heart. What the }"lo]g
Spirit was communicating to me was- “Trcg, you are not loving Me with all of your
heart. You are a”owing Part of your heart to desire something other than me and that

is a breach of my greatest commandment.”

Now Please understand me- there is nothing wrong with watclﬁing football games or
cloing other thirxgs that are not necessarilg “spiritua].” Thc Problem occurs when our
heart draws too close to the things of this world and the tlﬂings of God are not our
Prioritﬂ. He does not mind you having other things in your life. Hejust does not want
these things having you (e. having part oFgour hear’c)!

You see, this is what lﬂappcns in most believers lives... Tlﬂcy get born again and clroP
certain habits but after some time the | ord begins to deal with them about certain
attitudes and idols in their lives and tl'leg are unwi”ing to put their “lsaacs” on the altar.
Tl’lis is one of the reasons the fire bcgins to wane and theg quit exPcriencing the kind
owcgrace that tl—ieg had at the bcgirming.

HOW TO DETERMINE THE HEART'S CONDITION

Most believers say that serving (od who]e%eartedly is the way theg live their life.
Mang would say that thcy trulg do love God with all of their hcart, but if you indeed
love (God with all oFgour heart then it will be manifested in some rather obvious ways...



First of a”, Jesus taught us that where our treasure is, there our heart would be also
(Mat’chew 6:21). Our “treasure” is a way of clcscribing what we do with our money. So
one way of Fincling out the condition of our heart is to take an inventory of what we
spencl our money on. Do we Put more of our resources into the ‘(ingdom of God than
we do our own selfish desires? ]F we hones’c!g had to say no to that question then that

is one indication that (God does not have all of our hearts.

Another way that we can tell what is in our heart is bg what comes out of our mouth.
Jcsus said, “i:or out of the abundance of the hcart, the mouth speaks.” (Lukc 6:45)
Wl‘rat (or who) do we talk about the most? ]1C our answer was angthing or anyone other
than (God then, accorcling to Jesus, [He is not in your heart in abundance. ]F we love
to talk about angtlﬁing or anyone more than (God then that is an indication that (God

does not have a” of our hearts.

]n regarcls to loving (5od, do you know what Jesus said is the measuring stick of our
love for (God? [He said it was how much we keep [is commandments Uol‘m 14:21 ) |f
we love (God then we will do what [He says. So another indicator of lovirxg (God with
all of our heart will be an extreme]g obedient ]i]cestﬁle to [is Word and [is Spirit.

We should ask ourselves some ques’cions like- \/\/hat do ] spemﬂ most of my time cloing?
What (or who) do ] think about the most? Asking ourselves these kinds of ques’cions

will show us real cluick what and who has our hearts.

Do you understand now how radical someone who loves (God with all of his or her
heart will be? T hey will be a Pible totin, Ocripture quotir’, offering givin’, Word doin’,
child of Godl Ancl a]ong with this, theg will also be accused of being out of balance.
Tl‘lcy will be called a fanatic (among other things@) But as Jesus said, “Bcware
when all men sPeaic well oFyoul” ]Fyou are not running into the devil then you Probably
running with him! A Christiaﬂ that loves God with all their heart will stand out from the
crowd. Theg will not have to tell People theg are a (hristian either. ] heir limcestgle will
be an overflow of the condition of their heart!



This whole-hearted, GocHoving ]hcestgle is not a suggestion either. So many
believers hear these things and say- “\Ne”, it would be nice if we lived that way?’~
thinking it isjus’c a goocl idea. But (God commands us all to love [im this wag! l’c is not

a suggestion. |tis a commandment!

FLAYING THE HARLOT

Do you know what (God calls it when a bclieverjust gives [Him a Portion of their heart?
He calls it “Plaﬁing the harlot!” (see Jeremiah 2:20-%:15, Ezekie] 16:15-41, etc.)

|n these passages of Scripture that refer to “p!aging the harlot”, ido]atrg is usua”9 the
issue. Ancl although many of us do not believe that we have ever been guilt3 of
idolatrg because we have never bowed our knee worshipccl a graven image, ic{o]atrg is

much more subtle than that.

Ac’cua“y the more blatant forms of iclolatrg that we see in the Olcl Testament arejust
tgpes and shadows of what ic!o]atrg rca”g is... i:or cxamp]c, Fau! calls “covetousness”
idolatrg in his letter to the Colossians. You see, an intense desire for angthing more
than (hod is considered iclolatry in His sight. ]n [His mind this is considered

unfaithfulness!

Le’c’s look at Jamcs Chapter 4 to verhcﬁ this... ]rx verse four James says, “Aclulterers
and adulteresses! Do you not know that Fricndship with the world is enmity with God?
Whoevcr therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”

Tl’lis verse used to Puzz]e me because ] did not understand why he called them
adulterers and adulteresses in reference to be?riending the world. Tl’]en the Lorc{
revealed to me whg. ]t was because when we give any Par’c of our heart over to the
things of the world Goc{ sees it like we are cheatiﬂg on [im. As a matter of fact the
words “adulterers and adulteresses” is an incorrect translation. The original
manuscripts onlg have “adulteresses.” \/\/hg is this so important? ]t is important
because it shows that this verse is addressing the bride of Christ!



THE MARRIAGE COVENANT

You see, we need to understand that our covenant re]ationsiﬁip with (5od is like a

marriage. \We are called the bride of (Christ and we have been made one spirit with our
C]room~ the Lord Jesus Cl’iris’c.

Jn Ephesians chaptcr five we have Faui’s call for husbands and wives to fulfill their
responsibilities in marriage. But then at the end of him acidressing the issues of
marriage, he makes this statement- “This is a great mystery, but l sPeak concerning
(Christ and the church.” What this statement means is that his tcachings on the roles

of a marriage covenant were rea”g reicerring to our relationship with Christ.

You see, we have become cngagcd to the | ord Jesus through our confession of faith
in [im and the Hoig Spirit is our guarantee of that future marriage. We are
Posi’ciona”g now in covenant with Him, but the ciag is coming, when Jesus will return
and the same thing that has haPPeneci in our sPirit will take Place in our bocig and we
will be tota”y united with [im in marriage. Glorg to (God!

50 when we allow part of our hearts to desire the tiiirigs of this world we are
committing aciuitcrg against our Lorcl and [Husband! This is indeed as serious as it

sounds!

The next verse in Jamés says, “...Thc Spirit who dwells in us 9carnsjcalousg.” Goci
loves us with a godlyjcalousy Just as we love our signii:icant other and would be
jeaious it theg were )qirting with someone other than us. He desires to possess all of
our hearts so that we can have that relationsiﬁiP with r‘jim that Hc desires and we were

created for!

Just think about this a little... r‘iow would you feelif your signiicicant other said to you,
“r"‘loneg, ] am going to continue to have relations with my last giriicricncl/bogicricncl but ]
still want to be married to you? [How about | sPend all dag SUHday with you and then
the rest of the week l’” sPenci with them?” Do you think that would be okag with you?
Oic course notl! Mang of you would say somctiﬁing like- “Looid lt is either all of me or

none of me...you decide?”
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We”, thank (God [He is not like that. The | ordis faithful even when we are faithless!

He will not immecliate]g severe our relationship with Him because we occasiona“y run
around on f“lim, but that does not mean we should continue breaking [His l’\cart, does
it?

Jt would be considered Pcrverted it wejust let our spouse have a relationship with
several other Pcoplc and still called what we had with them a marriage. T hat would be

abominable!

Well (God desires the same... Jcsus wants all of our hearts- notjust a Por’cion. [He

wants a monogamous re]ationship with us- that is, a whole-hearted devotion to Him.

So now that we have established the importance of loving (God with all of our hear’cs,
let’s take a look at some of the heroes of the Bible and attempt to glean from their

lives through their failures and virtues...

There is a common saying in my circles that (God has not had anyone qua]i)ciecl
working for Him 36{:1 That is so true.

]n our PerFormanceJJased mentalitg todag we feel like we have to be PerFect before
(God will use us or bless us. \We get part of thatidea through our casual reading of the
Scripturcs. We read about the lives of Abraham, Moses, Davicl, Fau!, etc. and we
see them as faultless. Tl’lis is tota”g untrue! None of the saints of old were ciualhciccl.
Theg all made mistakes and had imPerFect characters. But as ] said earlier, (God is
not ]ooking for Pcr‘Fcct PCOP]C) [Heis looking for People with PerFect hearts! Ancl this
is the common trait of all that were great19 used and blessed of Gocl...

Tl’ley had hearts that were comP(etely Following after [im! A” of these men screwed
up roga”y, but tl'leg all had that one common virtue... Thcg were whole~hearted]5 sold

out to the Lordl

50 let’s look atjus’c afew examP]cs...
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ABRAHAM

Abram was Gocl’s chosen vessel to cut a covenant with. When C]ocl called Abram
out of his fathers house in (Jr of the (Chaldeans, he was no spring chicken. Abram

was a pagan worshiPPerl

[t was not like Abram was serving the one true and living (God and then one dag e
called Abram to leave. No! Abram was wors}'mipping other gods and (God- bg [His

mercy and grace- saw into his heart and chose him to be the father of many nations.

Someonc might argue and say, “Wc”, Abraham might have been a mess before he
was saved but (Hod Forgives the things we do before we come to Him but afterwards

1

He expects us to be ho]g.

V\/e”, even after Gocl called Abram out of his home countrg he still was not Perﬁect.
On two different occasions Abram was not truthful to save his own neck }35 ca”ing
Sarai his sister. | he amazing thing about one of those two accounts was that (God
actua“g rebuked the king for uni(nowinglg takirxg another man’s wife! ln fact, the | ord
told that king that Abram was a Prophet and he would pray for him!

So what would cause (God to be secmingly so biased in these two situations? \What
was it about Abram that made God look so Favorablg upon him?

]t was what is taught throughout the New Tcstamcnt...Abralﬂam believed Godl [He
was full of faith! You see, without faith it is imPossible to P]ease (Hod. Bclicvir\g God
is a fruit of a Pchcct heart!

SOmeone might say, “\/\/6“ ] believe (God and it seems like | dont have that kind of

favor!”
| believe there are some serious misconcep’cions about what it means to believe (God.

James cl—iapter two teaches us that faith without works is dead. James shows us

through many different ways how faith does something. lt actua”g goes on to use
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Abraham as an example of this truth in cxP]aining how he was wi”ing to offer |saac on

the al’car.

You see, when you rea”g believe (God you will have corresponding actions! | here are

no hcs, ands, or buts about it! ]1C you rea“g have faith you will have actions! And this is

what Abraham hadFA]TI"L the genuine article!

[His great faith in (God caused him to..Number one, leave his Familg and country to go
to a Place that he knew not. Number two, continue to Push on for years, even when
tlﬁings looked hopcless. Number tl‘xree, trust the Lord’s Promise of a child even tlﬂouglﬂ
Sarah and him were far too old. And, last but not least, Abraham was wi”ing to offer
]saac to the | ord as a sacrifice. These, my )Criencl, were the works of faith that James
was ta”(ing about!

These few examPles are Proo1C Posi’cive that Abraham had a Per‘F@ct heart. Theg
prove that Abraham loved the | ord so much that []e was not wi”ing to consider what
his circumstances were te”ing him. e believed (God with all of his heart! [ e was
wi“ing to wkole%car’ce(ﬂg serve (God. [f (God told him to do somethirxg he stuck with it
all the way through, no matter how hard it was, how bleak it looked, or how foolish it
seemed. A}Dra}‘vam had a Pérf:cct heart and that is whg God found him in Ur of the
Chalcleans and called him out to build a great nation out of him.

“The eyes of the Lord go to and from through the whole earth to show r”limsc”:
strong on behalf of those whose heart is Pcnccct towards rﬂim.”

JACODB

The next examplc | would like to use is the Patriarc}'x Jacob. [His name meant
“suPPlanter (or) deccihcul).” Ancl you all know the story of how Jacob stole his
brother [ saus blcssing Fuhci”ing the essence of his name.

Well, the amazing thirxg about this is revealed later in the writings of the Prophet
Malachi when God is quotecl as saging, “Jacob ] have loved and [~ sau ] have hated.
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(Malachi 1:2)> This passage of Scripture was written to show of (God’s divine
e]ecting love (see Komans 9:1 5).

50 whg would God chose to carry on the b]essing of Abraham tlﬁrough the one who
lied and deceived his brother? This would seem to be a mistake.

First of a”, | believe the answer to that question is in unclcrstancling whg (God
&cspised [ sau? That answer is found in the book of [Jebrews..|n [Hebrews 12:16
we are ’colcl, “lest there be any fornicator or Progane person like Esau, who for one

morsel of food sold his }Dir’tlﬂright.”

[irst of a”, the Bible calls [ saua fornicator. This is Probab]g a reference to the lust
[~ sau had for (Gentile women. Sccondlg, the word “ProFarsc” ]itera”g meant “godless.”
50 we can see that E_sau had some major Problcms but the Problem ] want to
Par’cicularlg take a look at is what is mentioned at the end of Hebrews 12:16... [ sau
sold his bir’chright for one morsel of food!

Do you see the difference between him and Jacob? [T sau sold his bir’clﬁriglﬂt for
something carnal and temporal but Jacob deceived to inherit something spiritual and
eternall Jacob might have been a deceiver but he had one rcdccming virtuc...f”le
esteemed the tlﬁings of (God more than his brother! [e saw the value of Giod’s
b]essingj wherein his brother was living for toclag’s Pleasures. So although Jacob had

some serious issues of his own God loved him and chose him to carry on the blcssing

oFAEral’xam.

You see, the lesson we should learn from Jacob is that there is nothing in this world
that can compare to the things of God. [~ sau lusted after the carnal things of this
world and coveted what the Gentile’s had to offer but Jacob valued and searched for
the things of Gocl like thcg were hidden treasures. fﬂe knew what was imPortantl We
need to get to the Point where we will do angthing to aPPrchcncl the b]essings of God‘

]n regarc; to tl—n's, we can see how Jacob had a PerFCct heart.
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[1e was a deceiver and he mistreated his brother, but he who!e%ear’ccc”g souglﬂt after
what was valuable and eternal. ln other worcls) he honored the things of C]oc{. A
Pchcct heart honors (j.e. Placcs agreat value on) the things of GGod.

And, again, when you tru]g honor the things of (God it will be evidenced bg your
actions. ]t is casy to say you honor the things of (5od, but talk is cheapl Hcrc are

some examples OF WHCI’K 3OU have PlaCCd a great valuc UPOH GO&

You will do whatever it takes to read the Word! And you will read the Word, not

because you feel itis your religious clutg, but because you love it and know it is your
dailg bread! You will value your time spent with (God more than your time spent doing
anything else! Time sPent with nothing else or no one else compares to sPending time
in the A]mightg (God'’s presence. To put it Plainlg, you will love the things of (God
more than the things of the world! T his is what it means to tru]9 honor (God!

“The eyes of the Lorcl go to and from through the whole earth to show Himselxc
strong on behalf of those whose heart is Pemccct towards [1im.”

DAVID

One of my favorite examples of someone who had a Perpect heart is David. Davi& is
considered to be the greatest king that ]srael has ever known. And no wonder
because Gocl said when clﬂoosing him to be the next kilwg of |srael that he was
clﬂoosing a man after }”lis own heart and that would do all of His will. But althouglﬂ
David was a great king and a Prophet he was not PerFect either... Now his victories
cer‘tainly were greater than his mistakes but my Point is to show how you can have a

Perfcct heart and not be PerFect.

We all know of the story of David and Bathsheebz% how David committed aclultery
with her and then murdered her husband (Jriah to cover it up. This scandal was far
worse than any sin that has been a revealed in a minister of our generation. There is

no comParison!

15



| mean to commit aclultcrg and then murder the innocent husband...that is horrible!
And this occurred through a man that walked in such integrity that at one time he
refused twice to murder Saul who was unjustlg trging to murder him. Evidcntlg David
had digresscd considerab]9 from where he walked before.

The amazing thing to me is how, in [Jebrews chapter i1, (God called David a man
after [1is own heart! And this was after [ David had made this horrible mistake!

What was it in Davicl that would make God overlook his imperf:ections and call him a

man after His own heart?

] believe the answer is found in Fsa]m 274 when he wrote that if he could sum up

cvcrgtlﬂing that he tru]9 desired and sought out it was to dwell in (God’s presence all
the dags of [His life! This was what made David a man after (God’s heart...

He loved to be with (od! David loved to worshiP and Praise the | ord! He genuinelg
loved (God and valued [His Prcscncel

This is what (God saw in David! [e saw a man that was whole~heartec”3 in love with
f"]im and that is what caused r—]im to show f"‘!imsehc so strong througlﬂ David’s life.
(God had all of David’s heart and although David got off the Path that (God had laid
for Him, Gocl looked begon& those mistakes. Sure, Gocl took that child in Punishing
Davicl for his sin but God restored r‘1im back to the P]acc that he once held.

“THC eyes of the Lor& go to and from through the whole earth to show Himselxc
strong on behalf of those whose heart is Pemccct towards rﬂim.”

FETER

Last but not least, let’s look at the life of one that l consider the greatest example of
one who was imPechct yet had a Perpect heart- Fcter.
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You have Probab]g already heard Preachers talk over and over about Fetcr being a
carnal loud mouth. Yes, he did make many mistakes that are recorded in the
5criPturcs but what ] wantto dois stuc19 his life to find what Jesus saw in him.

] mean, Fetcr not on]g was called to be a c{isciP]e but he was also chosen to be the
leader of all the cliscip]esl Jesus must have seen more in him than most Preachcrs do

todag.

[irst of a”, as with all of Jesus’ discip]es, the fact that he would ’co’ca”y c{roP his
business and leave his Famiiy at the mention of two words- “follow me”- is astounding

to me.

[How many of us are wi”ing to leave all that we are comfortable and familiar with to
follow the Lord? Not many are, but Fctcr was! Hc followed Jesus evcrywhere Hc
went- serving and ministering on [His behalf. Jesus had all of Peters heart- which was
evidenced bﬁ [Him having all of Feter’s life!

Mang Forget how Fcter acted so brave]g in the Garclen of Gethsemane when he cut
off the ear of the !'ﬂ'gh priest’s servant Malchus. Sure, Jesus rebuked him for his

wrong reaction to what was going on but look at how sold out he was to the cause of

Christ! T his shows us how much he rea”g loved Jesus!

What about Fost~Fentccost Fcter? AF‘cer he was baptizcd in the Holg SPirit he
Prcaclﬂcd bolc”g, tota”g disrcgarding the threats of the religious leaders in _Jerusalem.

He was Passionate about what he believed and he did not regard his own life! Fetcr
was wholeJ‘wﬁ:ar‘tec”g sold out to the cause of Christ!

50 what was it that (God saw in Fetcr’f‘ Feter most c’e)cinite]g had a heart for the Lordl
[He did not have it a]together na’cura”g sPCaking, but he had a heart to follow the Lorc{

and was to’ca”g committed to r‘iis cause.
So what did all these men have in common? Theg were full of faith! Tl—!cg were tota”y

committed to God’s Purposel Th69 Placed a great value on the things of Godl They
loved (God more than anyone elsel Tl’\eg were disciplcs!
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You see, in each one of these four examples, these men were souglﬂt out bg C]ocl..‘
C]ocl’s search for someone to manifest His glorg through ended in the lives of each of
these men! And [1e most ccrtainlg did show Himschc strong in their lives. Thcg were
not Perpec’c. Theg had their share of blunders and flaws. But (God saw into their
hearts and blessed them exceeding]gl Anc{ He’” do the same for you.

THEFERFECT MASTERFIECE

You see, God understands that we have a flesh nature that has sin and rebellion
cngrained init! | et’s look over at P'salm 10% and see how (God deals with us when we

make those mistakes...

Fsalm 10%:1 1-14 says, “For as the heavens are higlﬂ above the earth, 50 greatis His
mercy toward those who fear Him; As far as the east is from the west, So far has He
removed our transgressions from us. As a father Pitics his chilclren, So the | ord

Pitics those who fear [im. [For [ e knows our}cramc; [1e remembers that we are dust.”

Notice first that verse 11 is reFerring to those that fear (God. What does it mean to
fear God? This does not mean to be afraid of God but simplg to revere and honor
Him. H: Fearing Goc{ meant a total absence of Problems then why would we need
mercy? No, Fearing (Hod does not describe Perf:ection but rather it describes a heart
issuel Anc{ this verse teaches us that if we honor the Lorcl in our hearts then [is
mercy is as great and l’lig}ﬂ as the heavens are above the earth! Wl’]at that shows us
then is how these great men of God received the grace that they did in spite of their
mistakes‘..theg all feared the Lord. Theg were wi”ing and obedient even tl‘rougl‘w they
were not Pcr‘Fcct Theg had hearts that were Fu”y devoted to Him!

Notice what verse 13 goes on to say... “«As a father Pities (or, has compassion on) his
chi]dren, 50 the Lord Pities (or, has compassion on) those who fear [im.” Again, this
verse is reFerring to those that fear [im. W}'\en we fear [Jim (or, revere [1im in our
hearts), []e will have great comPassion on usjust like a parent does on their child. So
wl‘rg does a parent show compassion on their child? Theg main]y do because thcg love

themj but also thcg can be comPassionate because theg have been a child before too.
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You see, compassion and sgmpa’c}wg have to do with having cxPerienced or currentlg
exPeriencing what the other person is going through. And a parent will either treat
their child the way theg were treated or they will treat their child the way theg wish theg
were treated based on that sgmpathg. So how could (God be so compassionate with
us? Lii(e ] have already said, Jesus was temp’cec{ in all Points that we are so [ e can

sngatlﬂize with us.

is is what verse oes on to say- “[ or [Tle knows our frame; [ ]e remembers tha
T his is what i4g to say- “[Tor [e k f I bers that
we are dust.” What part of our three part being (i.e. sPirit, soul, and bocly) was created
rom the dust or the ground in the (arden? ur body, or course! Ho this verse is
from the dust of the ground in the (Garden? Qur body, of I So thi i
saging that (God remembers that our flesh was made from a weak and Fragi]c
substance. This is whg Faul referred to our bodies as “carthen vessels” (2

Corinthians ‘1":7).

Now look back to the beginning of this verse and notice what else David uses to
describe our bodg. He calls it our “frame.” Why does he refer to our body as a
“frame”? A frame is what holds and disp]ags a Picture! Soin our case the frame would
be our bocl3 and the artwork would be our inner man! 50 let me ask you a
question...\/\/lﬁen you Put a Picture up on your wa“, what do you pay the most attention
to, the frame or the Picture inside of the frame? OF course, your answer will be- what is

in the frame. Well, that is what (God looks at in us!

r“]e is not focused on our weak and tattered Framcs; Hc is looking at the artwork
inside of the frame! ]n other words, God is not too concerned with the frailties of our
ﬂes]w; He is more concerned with the condition of our hearts. And when Gocl gets
your whole heart- when you (oveJ honor, and trust Him with all of your heart- then f’ie

sees you as a masterPioce and extremc]y valuable!

But, on the other hand, when your heart is divided and imPuro, it does not matter how
great you get your “frame” looking, you will not be acceptab]e to clisP]ay on [is wall.
T:or example, look at the religious leaders of Jesus’ dag (ancl everydag, for that
matter). Tl‘iey honored (God with their ]ips, re]igious duties, etc. but their hearts were
far from T_’]im. Theg had it going on in these external things but tl'leg were full of
wickedness. | hese are the onlg ones Jesus ever rebuked! You will not be displagec‘

19



with these others that (God disp!aged in [is [Hall of Fame (i.e. [ebrews chapter i l)
hcgour heart is not right. On]g those who give (Hod their whole heart and fulfill the first
Principle of the greatest commandment are worthg to be listed among God’s gencrals
in [ebrews c}wapter IBE

Do you see the imPortance of Having a gooc{ and noble heart? Jesus said that when
your heart is in this condition that you are capablc of Producing a hundredfold in your
life (see | uke 8:15)1 And that is what these great men and women of (God did. Theg
gave Goc{ all of their hearts and as a result God has braggecl on them for 2000 years
and rewarded them ricHg in both their lives on earth and their lives in heaven! Amen!
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